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SCH # 2022100602

Project Title: Downtown Watsonville Specific Plan

Lead Agency: City of Watsonville

Contact Name: Justin Meek, AICP, Principal Planner

justin.meek@cityofwatsonville.org 831-768-3050

Email: Phone Number:

Project Location; Watsonville Santa Cruz
City County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

[The Downtown Watsonville Specific Plan has been developed to articulate a community vision and a planning framework
for the downtown area that would serve as a guide for the City of Watsonville and other public agency decision makers,
community members, and stakeholders. The proposed Specific Plan provides a land use and mobility plan along with
development and design regulations to guide future public and private development projects in the downtown area of
\Watsonville. Downtown Watsonville is located in the southern area of Santa Cruz County, approximately 14 miles
southeast of the city of Santa Cruz and 16 miles north of the city of Salinas. The downtown is centered on Main Street
and extends west to the edge of existing neighborhoods and the industrial district, south to Pajaro, and several blocks
east to the existing neighborhoods. The land use components of the Specific Plan incorporate higher density commercial
and housing opportunities by accommodating additional residential uses in a compact and active mixed-use environment
through both new construction and adaptive reuse of historic or existing buildings. The Specific Plan envisions the
addition of 3,886 new residential units; 231,151 square feet of commercial development, 376,827 square feet of
industrial development, and 114,572 square feet of civic space.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

[Through the Draft EIR process, the DWSP was determined to have significant and unavoidable impacts to air quality,
cultural resources, noise, and transportation. These significant and unavoidable impacts, summarized, include:

1) Generation of air pollution during construction and operation of development envisioned in the DWSP and potential
conflicts with the applicable air quality management plan;

2) Removal or alteration of historic-era cultural resources;

3) Generation of noise and vibration exceeding acceptable standards during both construction and operation of
development envisioned in the DWSP;

4) Generation of new vehicle trips resulting in vehicle miles traveled exceeding established thresholds

Impacts to biological resources, geology and soils, hazards and hazardous materials, and tribal cultural resources were
found to be potentially significant but mitigable to less than significant. Mitigation measures for these impacts and
unavoidable significant impacts include requiring project-level air emissions analysis, using specialized construction
equipment with reduced emissions, conducting health risk analyses as applicable, preconstruction surveys and
avoidance of special status species, project-level historic resources evaluation and follow up actions such as recordation,
archaeological surveys, hazardarous materials investigations and treatment, project noise assessment, transportation
demand management strategies, and tribal cultural resources avoidance to treatment.
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project's areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

The EIR scoping process did not identify any areas of known controversy for the proposed project. During the scoping
process, topics raised included addressing impacts to special-status species and their habitats, vehicle miles traveled,

the potential for development in the plan area to encounter hazardous materials or contamination, and coordination or
consultation with applicable Native American tribes.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

Because the Downtown Watsonville Specific Plan is a plan for development and mobility in Watsonville and does not

propose specific projects requiring permits or approvals other than adoption of the Specific Plan there are no responsible
or trustee agencies.
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