




Figure 1, Project Locatiam 

Plilysical Settimg 
The hydrogen and solar faciHties site (Hydrogen-Solar Site) has been retired from irrigated agriculture due to 

lack of drai.mage services and· salt accurnulation in the soil; irrigatiom is legally precluded on many of its parcels. 

Over Hie last 15 y.eairs, tme Hydrogen-Solar Site has been intermittently dry-farmed for grain or forage crops or 

has lain fallow. Abandoned piping and other irrigation and drainage features are present throughout the 

Hydrogen-Solar Sit e. Tlrte land does not receive an allocation of surface water from WWD. When not being dry­

farrmed, WWD cultiwates the site to control weeds a!'ld pests. The Hydrogen-Solar Site is identified ·in a report by 

representati,ves of the agriculitural corrnrnuni1t y, solar industry, and env.ironmental organizations as a Priority 

Least Conflict Area: the lowest priority for conservation of agric1:1ltwral1 and enviromnental resources under tl'le 

applicable classification pregram. AgricuJtl!lral uses sl!lrround this siite to the north, east, south, and west. Tlile 

Adams East Solar Project is locaited to the east, the Tranquill'ity Solar Project and Tranquillity Switching Station 
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to the south, and individual residences to the west. The tertiary wastewater treatment facility site is within the 
existing MWTP, and surrounded by MWTP-related uses. 

LaAd Use Designation 

The Hydrogen-Solar Site is designated as Agriculture in the Fresno County General Plan, and zoned AE-20 

(Exclusive ~gricultural, 20-acre minimum parcel size) pursuant to the County's Zoning Map. The AE District is 

intended to be an exclusive district for agriculture and for those uses which are necessary and an integral part 

of the agricultural operation. This district is intended to protect the general welfare of the agricultural 

community from encroachments of non-related agricultural uses which by their nature, would be injurious to 

the physical and economic well-being of the agricultural district. County Zoning Ordinance Section 816.2, which 

relates to the AE Zone District, permits electric transmission substations and electric distribution stations subject 
to Director Review and Approval (DRA); however, the proposed use is being processed by the County under the 

more intensive Unclassified Conditional Use Permit application process as provided for under Section 853.B.14. 

The tertiary wastewa·ter treatment facility site is designated in the City's General Plan and zoning ordinance as 
Public Facilities (PF). 

Alternativ~s to be Analyzed in the EIR 

Per CEQA Guidel,ines Section 15126.6, the Draft EIR will assess a range of alternatives to the Project, including a 

No Project Alternative and any feasible alternatives that would attain most of the basic objectives of the Project 
while avoiding or reducing any of its significant environmental effects. Potential alternatives will be identified 

during the scoping process. 

Potential Environmental Impacts 
Pursuant to ·cEQA Guidelines Section 15060{d), the County has determined that this Project could result in one 
or more significant impacts on the physical environmental, thereby necessitating the preparation of an EIR, and 

so has not prepared an Initial Study. The EIR will analyze the environmental issues identified in the CEQA 

Guidelines Appendix G Environmental Checklist (listed below) after establishing the environmental setting, or 
baseline, for the analysis. The EIR will identify potential significant direct, indirect, and cumulative effects of the 

Project and alternatives related to: 

• Aesthetic quality and views, including from the requested variance from height restrictions; 

• Agriculture and forestry resources, including the use of property now in non-irrigated agricultural use to 

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

a renewable energy generation use for the duration of the permit term; 

Air quality and noise in the vicinity of sensitive receptors, particularly from equipment; 

The ,intersection of energy use, transportation, and greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions; 

Biological resources, including species and habitats, based on database queries, field surveys, and 
agency consultations, if required; 

Cultural and tribal cultural resources that could be disturbed, based on record searches and field surveys; 

Geology and soils, paleontological resources, hazards and hazardous materials, hydrology and water 
quc;tlity, and related considerations and constraints; 

The· Project's relationship to land use and planning, as well as lands subject to special resources 
management activities, such as mineral resources and recreation; 

Population and housing, public services, and utilities and service systems; 

Wildfire, induding the potential to exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby expose people to pollutant 
concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire; and 

Growth inducement, pa.rticularly in relation to existing, adopted development plans for Fresno County . 
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