City of Whittier

13230 Penn Street, Whittier, California 90602-1772

NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

The City of Whittier (City) is the lead agency pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) and intends to prepare an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the proposed project
identified below.

Lead Agency: City of Whittier, Community Development Department
13230 Penn Street, Whittier, CA 90602-1772
Phone: 562-567-9320

Project Title: Whittier Boulevard Business Center

City Project No.: Development Review Permit No. DRP21-0065
Conditional Use Permit No. CUP22-0007
Certificate of Appropriateness No. HRC22-0012

Project Location: 12352 Whittier Boulevard, Whittier CA 90606

NOP Comment Period: The 30-day public review period will commence on December 14, 2022
and end on January 13, 2022. Written comments on the NOP must be received at the City within the
public review period. Please focus your comments on issues related to the scope and content of the
environmental analysis that will be included in the EIR. All scoping comments must be received by
the City or postmarked by January 13, 2023. Due to the time limits mandated by state law, the City
recommends that your feedback is provided at the earliest possible date. Trustee Agencies and
Responsible agencies are asked to identify their statutory authorities pertaining to the Project. If
applicable, please include the name and contact information of a contact person for your agency.
Direct all comments to: Ellen Fitzgerald, Principal Planner, 13230 Penn Street, Whittier, CA 90602,
or via email to efitzgeraldl@cityofwhittier.org. Copies of the Notice of Preparation are available for
review at the above address, at the Whitter Central Library at 7344 Washington Avenue and the
Whittwood Branch Library at 10537 Santa Gertrudes Avenue and on the City’s website at:
www.cityofwhittier.org/government/community-development/environmental-documents-notices. In
addition, the Notice of Preparation was directly uploaded to the CEQAnet Web Portal in the State
Clearinghouse of the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research.

Introduction

This Notice of Preparation (NOP) has been prepared to notify agencies, organizations, and interested
parties that the City of Whittier (City), as Lead Agency, will prepare an Environmental Impact Report
(EIR) pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the Whittier Boulevard
Business Center Project (Project). The EIR will assess the effects of the Project on the environment,
identify potentially significant impacts, identify feasible mitigation measures to reduce or eliminate
potentially significant environmental impacts, and discuss potentially feasible alternatives to the
Project that may accomplish basic objectives while lessening or eliminating any potentially significant
Project-related impacts.

In accordance with CEQA, the City requests that agencies review the description of the Project
provided in this NOP and provide comments or guidance on the scope of environmental issues related
to the statutory responsibilities of the Lead Agency. The EIR will be used by the City when considering
the Project for approval and by other Responsible and Trustee Agencies to support their discretionary
actions related to the Project, as applicable.
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Project Description

The Project involves the proposed redevelopment of a 13.49-acre property (the “Project site”) with
one employment-generating manufacturing building having up to 295,499 s.f. of floor space,
consisting of 288,499 s.f. of ground floor space and 7,000 s.f. of mezzanine space. The Project site
is located on the western side of the Whittier Boulevard frontage road, between Walnut Grove Drive
and Pacific Place. APNs: 8170-026-011 and 8170-026-015. The site is currently developed with three
attached buildings having a total building footprint area of approximately 213,430 s.f. The existing
buildings are currently vacant but previously housed the former Leggett and Platt manufacturing
facility, which manufactured metal bedframes since the 1950's. As part of the Project, the existing
buildings would be demolished to construct the new proposed building.

Applications filed with the City of Whittier include the following:

o Development Review Permit No. DRP21-0065 is proposed to allow for redevelopment of the
13.49-acre Project site with one building having a total square footage of 295,499 s.f., which
includes a building footprint of 288,499 s.f. and approximately 7,000 s.f. of mezzanine space,
along with associated landscaping, lighting, and off-street parking. The proposed building’s tenant
is not known at this time; however, the building is designed to accommodate uses such as
manufacturing, assembly, research and development, light industrial, and related uses, with less
than 49% of the building devoted to storage. The building is designed with a primary office space
facing the Whittier Boulevard frontage road, a potential future office at the northwest corner of
the building, and 24 loading docks positioned on the south-facing side of the building. A total of
417 parking stalls are proposed in a surface parking lot to service the building.

o Conditional Use Permit No. CUP22-0007 is requested to grant a development hardship for orchard
parking (Section 4.0.5.m.4.d)) and publicly accessible open space (Section 4.0.5.n.) under the
Development Hardship provisions of the Whitter Boulevard Specific Plan (WBSP).

o Certificate of Appropriateness No. HRC22-0012 is requested to authorize the proposed demolition
of the existing onsite structures, which may meet Criteria E of Whittier's Historic Preservation
Ordinance, related to being the site of an important historical event or being associated with
events that made a meaningful contribution to City of Whittier during the years 1950-1967 when
Ekco Products Company was operating out of the building at 12352 Whittier Boulevard.

POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS OF THE PROJECT
Based on the preparation of an environmental Initial Study, the City of Whittier in its capacity as

Lead Agency for the proposed Project has determined that the Project may result in significant
impacts under the topics checked below, requiring further analysis in the EIR:

O Aesthetics O Agricultural Resources O Air Quality

O Biological Resources X Cultural Resources O Energy

X Geology / Soils Greenhouse Gas Emissions X Hazards & Hazardous
Materials

O Hydrology / Water Quality 0O Land Use / Planning O Mineral Resources

X Noise O Population / Housing O Public Services

O Recreation 0O Transportation Tribal Cultural Resource
O Utilities / Service Systems O Wildfire O Mandatory Findings of

Significance
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Attachments:

Figure 1 - Project Location Map
Figure 2 - USGS Map

Figure 3 - Aerial Photograph

Figure 4 — Proposed Development Plan

Environmental Initial Study, available on the City’'s website at:
https://www.cityofwhittier.org/government/community-development/environmental-documents-

notices
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Figure 4
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