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James Robert Orswell | Senior Project Manger   

5261 West Imperial Highway, Los Angeles, CA 90045                                                      310-854-6300 
 james.orswell@efiglobal.com 

Professional Summary: 
James Robert Orswell is an ASTM Environmental Professional. Since graduating from Utah Valley 
University, he has participated in numerous Phase I Environmental Site Assessment reports, Limited Due 
Diligence Transaction Screen reports, Soil Vapor Survey reports, Historical Use reports, Property Condition 
Assessment reports and Phase II projects on industrial, commercial and residential properties throughout 
Southern California. 

Mr. Orswell is an expert document writer, data collector and is an experienced mortgage loan officer. 
Since 2002, Mr. Orswell has worked in the environmental assessment and consulting field, researching, 
conducting and managing numerous environmental investigations throughout the United States. He has 
worked directly with major lending institutions, real estate professionals, lawyers, city planners and 
private clients. Mr. Orswell has worked along with the Department of Defense in plotting Former Used 
Defense Sites (FUDS) and is a Certified Mold Inspector. He has managed multiple underground storage 
tank removals, installation of soil vapor extraction systems and has overseen several subsurface 
investigations in Southern California. 

He is also an Eagle Scout, an urban beekeeper and an automotive enthusiast.  
 

Project Experience: 

Lending Institution/Private Client, Salton Sea, CA 2020 
Asphalt Manufacturing Plant 
Property owner of an asphalt manufacturing plant wished to refinance an existing loan to be able 
to relocate equipment on a large industrial property. Project required relocating aboveground 
storage tanks and equipment, testing areas of an oil/water separator and former equipment, and 
evaluating Regulatory Agency information. The facility was located in an undeveloped area, with 
dozens of small “oiled roads” located throughout the property. The environmental assessment of 
the site was completed, and the owner of the manufacturing plant later redeveloped the property.   
 
Lending Institution, Los Angeles, CA 2018 
Polychlorinated Biphenyl (PCB) Removal 
Worked along with the City of Los Angeles and a small team of contractors to access a historical 
building in the garment district which had two electrical transformers inside the basement area 
which contained PCBs. During the project, a window was removed to allow a pump service at run 
hoses inside the building to the basement. The transformers were opened, the PCB liquids were 
drained from the equipment and left in place. The PCB liquid was transported offsite by a licensed 
hazardous waste disposal contractor. Close coordination with client, property owner, City of Los 
Angeles, and Public Works to complete the project.  
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Army Corps. Of Engineers, Los Angeles, 2013  
Former Use Defense Site (FUDS) Plotting 
Worked alongside members of the Army Corps. Of Engineers in assisting in plotting historic FUDS 
sites and NIKE Missile sites in Southern California. The project required access to abandoned sites 
to plot, photograph and provide summaries of current operations.  
 
Private Client, Long Beach/Signal Hill, CA 2008 
Oil Well Abandonment from a private residence 
Worked along with the client, City of Long Beach and the Department of Oil, Gas and Geothermal 
Resources (DOGGR) in re-abandoning a plugged oil located in the landscaped front yard of a 
private residence. Client had called stating “oil was coming out of her lawn.” The project required 
coordination between contractors, DOGGR and city officials. While working in a small front yard, 
the area surrounding the well was excavated and the well was re-abandoned to current 
standards.  

 

Professional Experience: 
 

EFI Global, Inc., Los Angeles, CA, Senior Project Manager, 2021-present 
Orswell & Kasman Inc., Los Angeles, Environmental Professional/Project Manager, 2012-2021 
Andersen Environmental, Los Angeles, Project Manager, 2010-2012 
Orswell & Kasman Inc., Los Angeles, Assessor/Project Manager, 2002-2010 

 

Specialized Education: 
 

OSHA 40 hour HAZWOPER Certification, Safety Unlimited 2015 

Certified mold inspector (CCMI #4261), (CRMI #4030), PMII, 2008 

Certified mold remediator (CMR #4435), PMII, 2008  

Registered Environmental Assessor (#30144), Department of Toxic Substances Control, 2008 

 

Education: 
 

Bachelor of Science, Criminal Justice, Utah Valley University, Orem, Utah, 80224 
 

Affiliations: 
 

Los Angeles County Beekeepers Association 
Orange County Beekeepers Association  
Desert Tortoise Council 
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Nicola Wells | Phase I Project Manager
San Diego, CA, 92109        310-820-6300 

Nicola.Wells@efiglobal.com 

Professional Summary: 

Nicola Wells has worked in the environmental industry since 2013 and has been working as an 
Environmental Consultant since 2015. Ms. Wells started her career as an Environmental Planner within 
local government in New Zealand implementing policy regarding the sustainable management of natural 
and physical resources through the permitting process. Ms. Wells then moved onto environmental 
consultancy work in the Australian private sector focusing on Phase I and II Environmental Site 
Assessments (ESA’s) along with Due Diligence Environmental and Hazardous Material Assessments. 
Ms. Wells’ areas of expertise include:  

• Field work (e.g. monitoring well installation, groundwater sampling, soil sampling,
surface water sampling and airborne asbestos monitoring) 

• Project management
• Technical report writing
• Data analysis

Licenses and Certifications: 

OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operations Certified, Safety Unlimited, CA, 2004175436679 

Project Experience: 

EFI Global Inc.,  
Phase I – Multiple Properties 
Performed Phase I Environmental Site Assessments for multiple properties throughout California 
as part of due diligence for real estate transactions and property redevelopments. Examples of 
notable projects are as follows: 

 Phase I ESA, Los Angeles – Served as Project Manager on a light industrial property.
Extensive historical research revealed that the property had been utilized as a pullery and
dealer of hides for 55 years. To support these former operations a UST containing
gasoline, and an AST containing sulfuric acid, were confirmed to have been installed at
the property, along with numerous water reservoirs and a well pump (indicating former
presence of wells). No documentation was available to confirm the removal of the
gasoline UST, and it was suspected that former operations may have generated wastes
containing metals (arsenic and chromium), caustic soda, potash, soda ash, and volatile
organic compounds. EFI Global was able to advise the property owner of the above
concerns.

 Phase I ESA, Fullerton – Served as Project Manager on an industrial property that is now
occupied by numerous auto repair occupants. Site reconnaissance observations noted
evidence of an unused clarifier, numerous spray booths, and a heavily stained waste
storage area. Release cases were identified in the adjoining and surrounding area, that
were thoroughly researched, with information indicating that the subject property had
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previously been included within an investigation area and reported elevated 
concentrations of TCE in soil vapor, and groundwater. Further it was revealed that the 
subject property was included in an area of a proposed National Priority List (NPL) site 
and a VOC plume in groundwater underlay the property. EFI Global was able to advise 
the property owner of the above concerns.  

 Phase I ESA, Escondido – Served as Project Manager on a commercial property, with an
adjacent open release case. The adjacent release case had laid dormant since 1997, at 
which time PCE, and to a lesser extent TCE, contamination was documented in a nearby 
well to the subject property. This release case was located up-gradient of the subject 
property, and groundwater was determined to be shallow. Based on the known impacted 
groundwater and lack of plume delineation, a vapor encroachment condition and 
potential for vapor intrusion was identified at the property. EFI Global was able to advise 
the property owner of the above concerns.  

JBS&G Australia Pty Ltd, Sydney, NSW, Australia 
Phase I and Phase II -  Multiple Properties 
Completed Phase I and Phase II assessments at a broad range of sites including those currently 
or formerly used as landfills, industrial processing, coal fired power stations, service stations and 
commercial buildings.  

Prensa Pty Ltd, Sydney, NSW, Australia 
Multiple Properties - Due Diligence Environmental and Hazardous Material Assessments 
Performed inspections and reporting on a range of industrial and commercial properties, as part 
of due diligence for real estate transactions and property redevelopments.  

Professional Experience: 

EFI Global Inc. San Diego, Phase I Project Manager, 2020-present 
EFI Global Inc. Los Angeles, Phase I Environmental Specialist / Project Manager, 2018 – 2019 
JBS&G Australia Pty Ltd, Sydney, Australia, Environmental Consultant, 2016 – 2017 
Prensa Pty Ltd, Sydney, Australia, Health, Safety & Environmental Consultant, 2015 – 2016 
Canterbury Regional Council, Christchurch, New Zealand, Environmental Planner, 2013 – 2014 

Specialized Education: 

Bachelor of Science, Physical Geography, University of Otago, Otago, New Zealand, 2011 
Master of Science, Physical Geography, University of Otago, Otago, New Zealand, 2013 
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Brian Brennan | Senior Project Manager | Environmental Services  
3870 Murphy Canyon, San Diego, California 92123   760-473-5695   

brian.brennan@efiglobal.com 
 

Professional Summary: 
 

Mr. Brennan has over 24 years of environmental consulting experience. Mr. Brennan qualifies as an 
Environmental Professional with experience that includes preparing, reviewing and managing all aspects of 
Phase I and II Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) in commercial real estate transactions and large-
scale commercial and residential developments following ASTM International E1527-13/21 and 40 CFR Part 
312 (AAI) guidelines.  Mr. Brennan has served as a Senior Project Manager and Director of Environmental 
Services for both government agencies and private clients.  Mr. Brennan is familiar with a wide array of 
investigative techniques and sampling methods including cone penetrometer testing, groundwater sampling 
and monitoring, geophysical data interpretation, sub-slab and soil vapor probe installation and sampling, 
indoor air sampling, and asbestos containing materials (ACMs), lead-based paint (LBP) and universal wastes.  
He also has experience drilling and installing monitoring, extraction, and injection wells using hollow-stem 
auger, dual tube air percussion, air rotary casing hammer, sonic, and mud-rotary methods.  Mr. Brennan has 
proven skills in planning, managing and executing all phases of small to large scale projects involving soil, 
soil gas and groundwater investigation and remediation at sites impacted by petroleum hydrocarbons, 
heavy metals, pesticides, and chlorinated solvents. Mr. Brennan has managed multiple remediation projects 
that employ soil vapor extraction, total fluids extraction, vertical and horizontal bio-sparging, and light non-
aqueous phase liquids removal.  Mr. Brennan’s technical skills include developing, maintaining and meeting 
project scope and financial responsibilities; coordinating and managing professional staff and 
subcontractors; reviewing and evaluating environmental data and risk assessment; preparing and 
reviewing technical writing documents; and communicating to senior and junior staff, regulatory agencies 
and clients. Mr. Brennan is an experienced project manager with the ability to oversee professional staff in 
multiple disciplines and geographic locations; tracking and maintaining schedules, budgets and deliverables; 
and maintaining current clients, while conducting future business development and marketing. 

 
Areas of Expertise: 
 

Environmental Due Diligence (Phase I/II ESA)  

Site Assessment and Remediation/Mitigation 

Risk and Data Evaluation 

Property Development 

Project Management 

Third Party Review 

Licenses and Certifications: 
 

OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operations Certified OSHA 

8-Hour HAWOPER Annual Refresher 

Environmental Professional, per the CFR Title 40, Chapter I, Subchapter J, Part 312, 
Subpart C, Section 312.21 
 
California Registered Environmental Assessor II (REA-II) No. 07920 
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Project Experience: 
 
Single/Multi-Family and Affordable Housing Developers. 
Environmental Due Diligence and Site Assessment and Remediation 
Mr. Brennan provides Senior Project Manager and Director-level technical oversight on various 
development and redevelopment projects located throughout the United States that involve Phase 
I ESA, Phase II ESA, hazardous materials surveys, site characterization, remedial planning, 
remediation and mitigation, remediation oversight.  Projects include master-planned communities, 
affordable and low income housing and ground up construction projects on previously 
undeveloped, and/or existing commercial and industrial properties.  Services also include client 
representation in CEQA and NEPA proceedings and public participation proceedings. 
 
Various Lending Institutions. 
Environmental Due Diligence and Site Assessment and Remediation 
Mr. Brennan provides Senior Project Manager and Director-level technical oversight on various 
projects located throughout the United States that involve Phase I ESA, Phase II ESA, and hazardous 
materials surveys for local, regional and national lenders.  Projects include adaptive reuse of 
existing historical or other structures for affordable and low income housing and ground up 
construction projects on previously undeveloped, commercial and industrial properties.   
 
Government Agencies, Western United States. 
Environmental Due Diligence and Site Assessment and Remediation 
Mr. Brennan has served as a Senior Project Manager for various local, state, and federal 
government agencies on projects located in the western United States that have involved 
environmental due diligence, and site assessment and remediation at Brownfields facilities, 
commercial and industrial properties, and former military facilities.  

 
Former Norton Air Force Base, Building 468 and Air Command Building, San Bernardino, 
California. 
Site Assessment and Remediation 
Mr. Brennan served as a Senior Project Manager during site assessment and remediation of a 
leaking underground storage tank, asbestos containing piping, and site characterization and 
demolition of structures associated with the former Norton Air Force Base.   

 
Former Leaking Underground Storage Tank Facility, Imperial, CA.  
Site Assessment and Remediation  
Mr. Brennan served as Senior Project Manager during site assessment and remediation of a former 
leaking underground storage tank facility that required remedial soil investigation, groundwater 
injection treatment, routine compliance monitoring, and the design and implementation of a 
passive sub-slab soil vapor venting system, which resulted in regulatory agency (Colorado River 
Basin Water Quality Control Board) case closure. 

 
Former Mr. Best Cleaners, Oceanside, CA. 
Environmental Due Diligence and Site Assessment and Remediation  
Mr. Brennan served as Senior Project Manager during the preparation of environmental due diligence 
technical reports.  Mr. Brennan also designed and implemented a remedial action plan chlorinated 
solvent-impacted soil and soil vapor.  Remediation activities included remedial excavation, passive 
sub-slab soil vapor venting system, and human risk assessment for a proposed future sensitive use 
tenant, which was resulted in regulatory agency (County of San Diego Department of Environmental 
Health and Quality) case closure.  
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Court Qualifications/ Depositions: 
 

Superior Court of California, County of Riverside / County of Riverside v. Alvin C. Assink, et al.,  
Case No. RIC 512629, July 16, 2012. 

Superior Court of California, County of San Diego / Shirey Falls, LP v. Guadalupe and Evangeline  
Hernandez, Case No. 37-2014-00006580, October 27, 2015. 

 
Professional Experience: 

  
EFI Global - Environmental Senior Project Manager, 2019-Present 
EEI - Director, Environmental Services/Senior Project Manager, 2014-2019 
EEI - Senior Project Manager, 2008-2014 
EEI - Project Manager, 2004-2008 EEI - Staff Scientist, 2000-2004 
United States Department of Interior, Yellowstone National Park, Visitor Use Assistance/Wildland  

Firefighter/GIS Analyst, 2001 
City of San Diego, Parks and Recreation, GIS and Environmental Services, Intern, 1998-2000 

 
Specialized Education: 

  
Geographic Information Systems (GIS), ArcGIS , San Diego State University, 2000 
The Groundwater Pollution and Hydrology Course, Princeton Groundwater, Inc., 2003 
The Remediation Class, Princeton Groundwater, Inc., 2005 
Natural Attenuation, Risk Assessment, and Risk-Based Corrective Action (RBCA) Through Applied 

Groundwater Modeling, National Groundwater Association (NGWA), 2007 
California Environmental Quality Act, University of California, San Diego, 2008 

 
Education: 

 
Master of Science, Environmental Engineering, National University, San Diego, California, 2008 
Bachelor of Arts, Geography and Environmental Analysis, San Diego State University, San Diego,  

California, 2000 
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