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Reviewing Agencies Checklist 
Lead Agencies may recommend State Clearinghouse distribution by marking agencies below with and "X". 
If you have already sent your document to the agency please denote that with an "S". 

  Air Resources Board Office of Historic Preservation 
  Boating & Waterways, Department of Office of Public School Construction 
  California Emergency Management Agency Parks & Recreation, Department of 
  California Highway Patrol Pesticide Regulation, Department of 
  Caltrans District #    Public Utilities Commission 
  Caltrans Division of Aeronautics Regional WQCB #    
  Caltrans Planning Resources Agency 
  Central Valley Flood Protection Board Resources Recycling and Recovery, Department of 
  Coachella Valley Mtns. Conservancy S.F. Bay Conservation & Development Comm. 
  Coastal Commission San Gabriel & Lower L.A. Rivers & Mtns. Conservancy 
  Colorado River Board San Joaquin River Conservancy 
  Conservation, Department of Santa Monica Mtns. Conservancy 
  Corrections, Department of State Lands Commission 
  Delta Protection Commission SWRCB: Clean Water Grants 
  Education, Department of SWRCB: Water Quality 
  Energy Commission SWRCB: Water Rights 
  Fish & Game Region #    Tahoe Regional Planning Agency 
  Food & Agriculture, Department of Toxic Substances Control, Department of 
 Forestry and Fire Protection, Department of  Water Resources, Department of 

   General Services, Department of 
 Health Services, Department of  Other: 

  Housing & Community Development  Other: 
  Native American Heritage Commission 

Local Public Review Period (to be filled in by lead agency)

Starting Date     Ending Date 

Lead Agency (Complete if applicable): 

Consulting Firm: Applicant: 
Address:     Address: 
City/State/Zip:    City/State/Zip: 
Contact:     Phone: 
Phone:     

Signature of Lead Agency Representative:  Date: 

Authority cited: Section 21083, Public Resources Code. Reference: Section 21161, Public Resources Code. 



Project Background 

In 2015, due to approximately two decades of severe erosion of the embankments of 
Altamira Canyon Creek resulting from high storm flows within the creek itself and adjacent 
drainages, the property owner of 25 Sweetbay Road installed gabion baskets along the 
eastern bank of Altamira Canyon Creek and along the northern bank of an unnamed 
drainage. The purpose of installing these structures was to prevent further loss of property 
and protect the animals in the equestrian facilities abutting the drainages. These rock-
filled, wire mesh baskets, along with concrete footings, armored the eroding eastern bank 
and served to protect the bank from further high flow events. The gabions were installed 
without proper permits from the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), and Los Angeles Regional Water 
Quality Control Board (LARWQCB). Subsequently, after site visits by the USACE and 
LARWQCB, a notice of violation for failure to obtain a Section 401 Water Quality 
Certification was issued. The property owner was directed to conduct required biological 
and engineering studies to support the regulatory permitting process. 

Project Characteristics 

In response to the notice of violation, the property owner proposes a Project that involves 
the following restoration, repairs, and improvements: 

• Most of the existing gabion baskets and foundation, grout, and grouted stones that 
were installed as part of the existing creek embankment protection would be removed. 
Approximately 100 linear feet of the existing gabion wall and foundations would be 
removed. 

• Exposed channel bank would be restored to a 2:1 slope. 

• Any channel protection within the Project Site would be removed and restored. 

• Any surface slumps within the Project Site would be repaired. 

• A section of the slope would be reinforced with erosion control mats and riprap and 
earthen fill over the riprap. 

• Areas along the slope would undergo habitat restoration, while other areas within the 
creek channel would be left in place. The habitat restoration, which would include the 
removal of non-native and invasive weed species and the planting of riparian habitat, 
would be implemented in accordance with the Habitat Mitigation and Monitoring Plan 
(HMMP) specifically prepared for the Project. 

The area within Altamira Canyon Creek and the embankments that would be disturbed 
would be limited to approximately 4,192 square feet and would involve approximately 748 
cubic yards of earthen cut, approximately 195 cubic yards of gabion removal, 
approximately 92 cubic yards of earthen fill, and approximately 679 cubic yards of rock 
riprap fill. The gabion removal and some of the earthen cut would be exported from the 
Project Site, and the rock riprap fill would be imported to the Project Site. 
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