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Notice of Exemption Appendix E
To: Office of Planning and Research From: (Public Agency); Calfornia Department of Water Resources
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 Resources Agency Building, 715 P Street
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044
Sacramento, CA 95811
County Clerk
County of: Madera and Fresno (Address)

200 West 4th St, Madera, CA 93637
2221 Kern St, Fresno, CA 93721

Project Title: Upper San Joaquin River Floodplain Restoration and Recharge Pilot Study

Project Applicant: California Department of Water Resources

Project Location - Specific:
see attached map

Project Location - City: ~_F'€sno Project Location - County: Madera and Fresno
Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:

DWR and the San Joaquin River Conservancy are working to advance several floodplain restoration projects to improve salmonid habitat and recharge along the Upper San Joaquin River. As
part of this effort, the team is interested in water level monitoring along a 5-mile stretch of river downstream of HWY 41 that includes several San Joaquin River Conservancy (SJRC) properties.
The team is proposing to install several (4-6) surface water level loggers along this reach to collect data that can be used to calibrate hydraulic models, and inform surface and shallow
groundwater dynamics. The loggers would all likely be accessed through SIRC properties, and would be visited several times over the next year. The installations would be designed to include
minimal disturbance of vegetation and soils, and are intended for rapid deployment so that data can be collected during this winter. A typical installation would include several T-posts driven into
the soil, and PVC instrument housing for a level logger attached with a cable.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: California Department of Water Resources

California Department of Water Resources and chec eco-engineering consultants

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project:

Exempt Status: (check one):
O Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
O Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
OO0 Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
O Categorical Exemption. State type and section number:
Statutory Exemptions. State code number: Class 4, 15304, Minor Alterations to Land

Reasons why project is exempt:

The installations would be designed to include minimal disturbance of vegetation and soils, and are intended for rapid
deployment so that data can be collected during this winter. A typical installation would include several T-posts driven into
the soil, and PVC instrument housing for a level logger attached with a cable. Sites would be accessed by foot (no off-road
vehicle access) and equipment would be installed via hand tools (no heavy equipment or machinery.

Lead Agency .
Contact Person: Jennifer Marr Area Code/Telephone/Extension: 916-902-7184

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.

2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project? = Yes No
Signature: M&Ww Date: 1/31/2023 Title: Supervising Engineer

« Signed by Lead Agency Signed by Applicant

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date Received for filing at OPR:
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.

Revised 2011
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