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Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program 

The following is a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) for the Anza Road 1550 Pressure Zone Pipeline Extension Project located west of 
Morgan Hill Drive and west of Anza Road in the County of Riverside, California.  This MMRP has been prepared pursuant to Section 15097 of the CEQA 
Guidelines and Section 21081 of the Public Resources Code.  This MMRP lists all applicable Project Mitigation Measures (MM) and environmental commitments 
for executing Standard Conditions (SC) that are required to be implemented with the Project under existing Plans, Programs, and Policies for environmental 
resource protection.  This MMRP includes implementation timing and responsible party to ensure proper enforcement of all MM and SC to reduce Project impacts. 
The Rancho California Water District (District), as the Lead Agency, will utilize the MMRP to document the implementation of Project mitigation and SC 
environmental commitments, which ensure all project impacts are reduced to less than significance pursuant to The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  

Issue  Potentially Significant Impact 
reduced to Less than Significant with 

Mitigation Incorporated  

Recommended Mitigation Measure Timing Responsible Party Date Completed 
and Initials  

Biological 
Resources 
(Protecting 
Nesting Birds)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have a substantial adverse effect, either 
directly or through habitat modifications, 
on any species identified as a candidate, 
sensitive, or special status species in local 
or regional plans, policies, or regulations, 
or by the California Department of Fish 
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MM BIO-01- Nesting Bird Clearance Survey for 
Migratory Birds and Birds of Prey: In order to protect 
migratory bird species and birds of prey (raptors and 
burrowing owl), the Rancho California Water District 
(District) shall hire a qualified wildlife biologist to conduct 
two a nesting bird clearance surveys.  The first shall be 
conducted 30 days prior to mobilization and the second 
which shall be conducted within 3-days of the start of any 
ground disturbance or vegetation removal activities that may 
disrupt the birds. During the nesting season.  The pre-
construction field surveys shall be conducted prior to start of 
mobilization to determine if active nests of species protected 
by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) or the California 
Fish and Game Code, California Endangered Species Act 
(CESA) and Endangered Species (ESA) or any species of 
special concern (SSC) are present in the construction zone 
and area of potential impacts.  The results of the surveys will 
be used to determine the need for nest protection (barriers, 
buffers or avoidance) and to schedule necessary ongoing 
monitoring and reporting. The Project Applicant shall adhere 
to the following: 

Prior to ground 
disturbances or 
vegetation 
removal.  

Rancho California 
Water District  

 
Initials: _______ 
 
Date: _________ 
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Issue  Potentially Significant Impact 
reduced to Less than Significant with 

Mitigation Incorporated  

Recommended Mitigation Measure Timing Responsible Party Date Completed 
and Initials  

Biological 
Resources 
(Protecting 
Nesting Birds) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have a substantial adverse effect, either 
directly or through habitat modifications, 
on any species identified as a candidate, 
sensitive, or special status species in local 
or regional plans, policies, or regulations, 
or by the California Department of Fish 
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1. The biologist (Designated Biologist) shall be 

experienced in: identifying local and migratory bird 
species of special concern; conducting bird surveys 
using appropriate survey methodology; nesting 
surveying techniques, recognizing breeding and 
nesting behaviors, locating nests and breeding 
territories, and identifying nesting stages and nest 
success; determining/establishing appropriate 
avoidance and minimization  measures; and 
monitoring the efficacy of implemented avoidance 
and minimization measures. 

2. The surveys should include mapping of current 
locations of special-status species for avoidance and 
relocation efforts and to assist construction 
monitoring efforts. The survey should be conducted 
so that 100 percent coverage of the project site and 
surrounding areas is achieved. 

3. If SSC are detected, the qualified biologist should 
use visible flagging to mark the location where SSC 
was detected. The qualified biologist should take a 
photo of each location, map each location, and 
provide the specific species detected at that 
location.  

4. The qualified biologist should provide a summary 
report of SSC surveys to the District before any 
Project-related ground-disturbing activities. Copies 
of reports should be retained on site. 

5. The CDFW should be notified and consulted 
regarding the presence of any special-status wildlife 
species found on site during surveys. If an 
Endangered Species Act-listed species is found 
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Issue  Potentially Significant Impact 
reduced to Less than Significant with 

Mitigation Incorporated  

Recommended Mitigation Measure Timing Responsible Party Date Completed 
and Initials  

 
Biological 
Resources 
(Protecting 
Nesting Birds) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have a substantial adverse effect, either 
directly or through habitat modifications, 
on any species identified as a candidate, 
sensitive, or special status species in local 
or regional plans, policies, or regulations, 
or by the California Department of Fish 
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

prior to or during grading of the site, the USFWS 
should also be notified. Additional avoidance and  
minimization measures may need to be developed 
with CDFW/USFW. 

6. The qualified biologist should prepare worker 
environmental awareness training prior to start of 
construction activities. The training should include 
photos of SSC and response protocol for SSC. The 
qualified biologist should have prepared maps 
showing locations where SSC were detected and 
share this information to workers as part of training. 
The qualified biologist shall meet with the 
construction crew at the project site at the onset of 
construction to educate the construction crew on the 
following: 1) a review of the project boundaries; 2) 
all SSC that may be present, their habitat, and 
proper identification; and 3) the specific mitigation 
measures that will be incorporated into the 
construction effort. The qualified biologist should 
communicate to workers that upon encounter with 
a SSC, work must stop, a qualified biologist must 
be notified, and work may only resume once a 
qualified biologist has determined that it is safe to 
do so. Any contractor or employee that 
inadvertently kills or injures a special-status animal, 
or finds one either dead, injured, or entrapped, 
should immediately report the incident to the 
qualified biologist and/or onsite representative 
identified in the worker training. 
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Issue  Potentially Significant Impact 
reduced to Less than Significant with 

Mitigation Incorporated  

Recommended Mitigation Measure Timing Responsible Party Date Completed 
and Initials  

Biological 
Resources 
(Protecting 
Nesting Birds) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have a substantial adverse effect, either 
directly or through habitat modifications, 
on any species identified as a candidate, 
sensitive, or special status species in local 
or regional plans, policies, or regulations, 
or by the California Department of Fish 
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MM BIO-02- Pre-construction Nesting Bird Survey 
(between February 1st to August 31st): Site preparation 
activities (ground disturbance, construction activities, and/or 
removal of trees and vegetation) for all Project activities 
shall be avoided, to the greatest extent possible, during the 
nesting season. Birds of prey are known to begin nest 
building in January or February. If vegetation clearing is to 
occur between January 1 and February 15, the 
preconstruction nesting survey is needed both 30 days prior 
and three days prior to construction for nesting raptors within 
a 500-foot buffer of the staked construction footprint.  This 
survey for nesting raptors shall be conducted prior to 
mobilization, staking, and vegetation removal. If 
construction site preparation activities occurs between 
February 1st and August 31st during the nesting/ breeding 
season. The District shall receive verify that a pre-
construction clearance survey report for nesting birds should 
be conducted within three (3) days of prior to the start of any 
vegetation removal or ground disturbing activities showing 
that to ensure that no nesting birds or birds of prey (raptors 
and burrowing owl) will be disturbed during construction. 
According to the following:  The field surveys for nesting 
birds including birds of prey (raptors) shall be conducted by 
a qualified biologist (as described in MM BIO-01) prior to 
mobilization and staking for construction to determine if 
active nests of species protected by the MBTA or the 
California Fish and Game Code are present in the 
construction zone and area of potential impacts and if 
ongoing monitoring or establishment of minimization 
measures such as temporary barriers are needed for 
construction. The Project Applicant shall adhere to the 
following: 

Prior to start of 
mobilization or 
construction 
taking place 
between 
February 1st 
and August 
31st and 
ongoing during 
construction.  

Rancho California 
Water District 

 
Initials: _______ 
 
Date: _________ 
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Issue  Potentially Significant Impact 
reduced to Less than Significant with 

Mitigation Incorporated  

Recommended Mitigation Measure Timing Responsible Party Date Completed 
and Initials  

Biological 
Resources 
(Protecting 
Nesting Birds) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have a substantial adverse effect, either 
directly or through habitat modifications, 
on any species identified as a candidate, 
sensitive, or special status species in local 
or regional plans, policies, or regulations, 
or by the California Department of Fish 
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Two preconstruction field surveys shall be  
conducted at the appropriate time of day/night, 
during appropriate weather conditions, no more 
than 30 days and again 3 days prior to the initiation 
of Project activities. Surveys shall encompass all 
suitable areas including trees, shrubs, bare ground, 
burrows, cavities, and structures. Survey duration 
shall take into consideration the size of the Project 
site; density, and complexity of the habitat; number 
of survey participants; survey techniques 
employed; and shall be sufficient to ensure the data 
collected is complete and accurate. 

2. The District shall verify that contract documents the 
construction documents for the Project include a 
note requiring a pre-construction nesting surveys 
both 30 days and again three days before 
construction and that the survey reports, and any 
monitoring reports, are retained on site by the 
Construction Manager. 

3. The District shall document that the biologist 
conducting the clearance survey reports a negative 
survey with a brief letter report indicating that no 
impacts to active avian nests are expected.  

 
If active nests are not located within the implementing 
project site, a biological monitor is not required. If an active 
avian nest is discovered during the pre-construction 
clearance survey, the following measures shall be 
implemented, and documentation of the following shall be 
retained on site by the Construction Manager construction 
activities should stay outside of a no-disturbance buffer.  

a. Training: Construction personnel will be instructed 
by the biologist on the sensitivity of nest areas. 
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Issue  Potentially Significant Impact 
reduced to Less than Significant with 

Mitigation Incorporated  

Recommended Mitigation Measure Timing Responsible Party Date Completed 
and Initials  

Biological 
Resources 
(Protecting 
Nesting Birds) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have a substantial adverse effect, either 
directly or through habitat modifications, 
on any species identified as a candidate, 
sensitive, or special status species in local 
or regional plans, policies, or regulations, 
or by the California Department of Fish 
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
a) Construction personnel will be instructed 

by the biologist on the sensitivity of nest 
areas. 

b. Buffers: The size of the no-disturbance buffer will 
be determined by the wildlife biologist  
immediately based on their best professional 
judgement and experience and will depend on the 
level of noise and/or surrounding anthropogenic 
disturbances, line of sight between the nest and the 
construction activity, type and duration of 
construction activity, ambient noise, species 
habituation, and topographical barriers. These 
factors will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis 
when developing buffer distances.  No construction 
activity shall occur within the buffer area until a 
qualified biologist determines nesting species have 
fledged and the nest is no longer active or the nest 
has failed. 

c. Flagging: Limits of construction to avoid an active 
nest will be established in the field with flagging, 
fencing, or other appropriate barriers installed 
under biologist supervision.  

d. Monitoring: The biologist monitoring construction 
should be present to delineate the boundaries of the 
buffer area and to monitor the active nest to ensure 
that nesting behavior is not adversely affected by 
the construction activity.  The Designated Biologist 
shall monitor the nest at the onset of construction, 
and at the onset of any changes in such project 
activities (e.g., increase in number or type of 
equipment, change in equipment usage, etc.) to 
determine the efficacy of the buffer. If the 
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Issue  Potentially Significant Impact 
reduced to Less than Significant with 

Mitigation Incorporated  

Recommended Mitigation Measure Timing Responsible Party Date Completed 
and Initials  

Biological 
Resources 
(Protecting 
Nesting Birds) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have a substantial adverse effect, either 
directly or through habitat modifications, 
on any species identified as a candidate, 
sensitive, or special status species in local 
or regional plans, policies, or regulations, 
or by the California Department of Fish 
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Designated Biologist determines that such project 
activities may be causing an adverse reaction, the 
Designated Biologist shall adjust the buffer 
accordingly or implement alternative avoidance and 
minimization measures, such as redirecting or 
rescheduling construction or erecting sound 
barriers. All work within these buffers will be 
halted until  the nesting effort is finished (i.e., the 
juveniles are surviving independent from the nest). 
The onsite qualified biologist will review and verify 
compliance with these nesting avoidance buffers 
and will verify the nesting effort has finished. 

e. Reporting: Once the young have fledged and left the 
nest, or the nest otherwise becomes inactive under 
natural conditions, construction activities within the 
buffer area can occur.  Upon completion of the 
survey and nesting bird monitoring, a report shall 
be prepared and submitted to the District for 
mitigation monitoring compliance record keeping. 

f. Relocations:  If relocation or capture of a species is 
required, a qualified biologist with appropriate 
handling permits should prepare a species-specific 
list (or plan) of proper handling and relocation 
protocols and a map of suitable and safe relocation 
areas. The District/qualified biologist may consult 
with CDFW/USFWS to prepare species-specific 
protocols for proper handling and relocation 
procedures. Only a USFWS approved biologist 
should be authorized to capture and relocate ESA-
listed species.  A relocation plan should be 
submitted to CDFW for review and comment prior 
to implementing such activities. 
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Issue  Potentially Significant Impact 
reduced to Less than Significant with 

Mitigation Incorporated  

Recommended Mitigation Measure Timing Responsible Party Date Completed 
and Initials  

Biological 
Resources 
(Protecting 
Nesting Birds) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have a substantial adverse effect, either 
directly or through habitat modifications, 
on any species identified as a candidate, 
sensitive, or special status species in local 
or regional plans, policies, or regulations, 
or by the California Department of Fish 
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

g. Monitoring:  Daily biological monitoring should be 
conducted during any activities involving 
vegetation clearing or modification of natural 
habitat. Surveys for SSC should be conducted prior 
to the initiation of each day of  vegetation removal 
activities in suitable habitat. Surveys for SSC 
should be conducted in the areas flagged in earlier 
surveys before construction and activities may 
occur in or adjacent to those areas. Work may only 
occur in these areas after a qualified biologist has 
determined it is safe to do so. Workers should be 
advised to work with caution near flagged areas. If 
SSC is encountered, qualified biologist should 
safely protect or relocate the animal per relocation 
and handling protocols. 

h. Burrowing Owl:  If burrowing owl are not detected 
during the pre-construction survey, no further 
mitigation is required. If burrowing owl are 
detected, CDFW shall be sent written notification 
within 3 days of detection of burrowing owls. If 
active burrowing owl burrows are detected, the 
District shall not commence activities until no sign 
is present that the burrows are being used by adult 
or juvenile owls or following CDFW approval of a 
Burrowing Owl Plan as described below. If owl 
presence is difficult to determine, a qualified 
biologist shall monitor the burrows with motion-
activated trail cameras for at least 24 hours to 
evaluate burrow occupancy. The onsite qualified 
biologist will verify the nesting effort has finished 
according to methods identified in the Burrowing 
Owl Plan. The Burrowing Owl Plan shall be 
prepared in accordance with guidelines in the 
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Issue  Potentially Significant Impact 
reduced to Less than Significant with 

Mitigation Incorporated  

Recommended Mitigation Measure Timing Responsible Party Date Completed 
and Initials  

Biological 
Resources 
(Protecting 
Nesting Birds) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have a substantial adverse effect, either 
directly or through habitat modifications, 
on any species identified as a candidate, 
sensitive, or special status species in local 
or regional plans, policies, or regulations, 
or by the California Department of Fish 
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service? 
 

CDFW Staff Report on Burrowing Owl (March 
2012). The qualified biologist and Project 
Applicant shall coordinate with the District and  
CDFW to develop a Burrowing Owl Plan to be 
approved by the District and CDFW prior to 
commencing Project activities. The Burrowing Owl 
Plan shall describe proposed avoidance, relocation, 
monitoring, minimization, and/or mitigation 
actions. The Burrowing Owl Plan shall include the 
number and location of occupied burrow sites and 
details on proposed buffers if avoiding the 
burrowing owls or information on the adjacent or 
nearby suitable habitat available to owls for 
relocation. If no suitable habitat is available nearby 
for relocation, details regarding the creation and 
funding of artificial burrows (numbers, location, 
and type of burrows) and management activities for 
relocated owls shall also be included in the  
Burrowing Owl Plan. The District shall implement 
the Burrowing Owl Plan following CDFW review 
and approval. 

i. Burrowing Owl Plan:  If burrowing owls are 
observed within Project Site(s) during Project 
implementation and construction, the District shall 
notify CDFW immediately in writing within 48 
hours of detection. A Burrowing Owl Plan shall be 
submitted to CDFW for review and approval within 
two weeks of detection and no Project activity shall 
continue within 500 feet of the burrowing owls until 
CDFW approves the Burrowing Owl Plan. The 
District shall be responsible for implementing 
appropriate avoidance and mitigation measures, 
including burrow avoidance, passive or active 
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Issue  Potentially Significant Impact 
reduced to Less than Significant with 

Mitigation Incorporated  

Recommended Mitigation Measure Timing Responsible Party Date Completed 
and Initials  

Biological 
Resources 
(Protecting 
Nesting Birds) 

relocation, or other appropriate mitigation measures 
as identified in the Burrowing Owl Plan. 

 
Have a substantial adverse effect on state 
or federally protected wetlands 
(including, but not limited to, marsh, 
vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct 
removal, filling, hydrological 
interruption, or other means? 

MM BIO-03- Barrier for Construction Activities Near 
Waters of the State and United States: Prior to installation 
of the potable water pipeline under the natural the drainage 
feature, utilizing jack and bore method, a dual-purpose 
exclusion/erosion control fence will be installed around bore 
and receiving pits for erosion control and as a wildlife and 
construction barrier. Installation will occur under the 
supervision of the Project biologist to ensure preserve of the 
jurisdictional drainage feature, prevent direct encroachment 
of construction activities into jurisdictional waters, to 
prevent wildlife from migrating into active construction 
areas, and as a Best Management Practice (BMP) for water 
quality. 
 

Prior to start of 
construction 
near natural 
drainage.  

Rancho California 
Water District   

 
Initials: _______ 
 
Date: _________ 

Have a substantial adverse effect on state 
or federally protected wetlands 
(including, but not limited to, marsh, 
vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct 
removal, filling, hydrological 
interruption, or other means? 

MM BIO-04- Jurisdictional Delineation for Waters of the 
State and Waters of the United States:  A copy of the 
Jurisdictional Delineation for the Project prepared by ELMT 
and dated March 2022 shall be kept at the Project Site for 
reference during construction. To ensure compliance with 
jurisdictional delineation pursuant to U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Regional Water Quality Control Board, and 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife requirements, the 
District shall forward the Delineation of State and Federal 
Jurisdictional Water Report conducted by ELMT, to these 
regulatory agencies for their review and concurrence prior to 
start of construction. The District shall keep the concurrence 
receipt on file in the District Offices in the administrative 
record.  The   boundaries of construction outside of 
jurisdictional waters and the installation and maintenance of 
the dual-purpose exclusion/erosion control fence shall be 

Upon the 
completion of 
Reports 
conducted by 
the Project 
Biologist. 

Rancho California 
Water District   

 
Initials: _______ 
 
Date: _________ 
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Issue  Potentially Significant Impact 
reduced to Less than Significant with 

Mitigation Incorporated  

Recommended Mitigation Measure Timing Responsible Party Date Completed 
and Initials  

included in the worker environmental awareness training 
prior to construction and strictly enforced during all phases 
of construction.  Records of maintenance and monitoring of 
the fence shall be kept at the construction site for the duration 
of construction and shall be made available for agency 
inspection along with the Jurisdictional Delineation Report 
upon request by CDFW and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 
 

Cultural 
Resources  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of an archaeological 
resource pursuant to §15064.5? 

MM CUL-01- Discovery of Buried Cultural Resources: 
Prior to the start of construction, the District shall hire a 
qualified archeologist and Pechanga Native American 
Monitor to perform monitoring for buried cultural resources 
during all ground disturbance activities, including jack and 
bore, and vegetation removal. If resources are found, the 
monitor will establish standard next steps for treatment and 
disposition of cultural resources in coordination with local 
tribes including Pechanga Luiseño Indians.  

 

Prior to the 
start of 
construction.  

Rancho California 
Water District 

 
Initials: _______ 
 
Date: _________ 

Disturb any human remains, including 
those interred outside of formally 
dedicated cemeteries? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MM CUL-02- Discovery of Human Remains: If human 
remains are encountered during any phase of construction, 
implementation of the procedures in Public Resources Code 
Section 5097.98 and the California State Health and Safety 
Code 7050.5 shall be implemented by the Contractor in 
consultation with the County Coroner and Most Likely 
Descendent (MLD) as identified by the State Native 
American Heritage Commission (NAHC).  California State 
Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5 dictates that no 
further disturbance shall occur until the Riverside County 
Coroner makes a determination of origin and disposition 
pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 5097.98. The 
Riverside County Coroner must be notified within 24 hours. 
If the Coroner determines that the burial is not historic, but 

All phases of 
construction.  

County of 
Riverside Coroner, 
Contractor 

 
Initials: _______ 
 
Date: _________ 

https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I15A1471A1D564B9CA7B1942E5B09D49A?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
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Issue  Potentially Significant Impact 
reduced to Less than Significant with 

Mitigation Incorporated  

Recommended Mitigation Measure Timing Responsible Party Date Completed 
and Initials  

Cultural 
Resources 

Disturb any human remains, including 
those interred outside of formally 
dedicated cemeteries? 

prehistoric, the NAHC must be contacted to determine the 
most likely descendant for this area. The MLD may become 
involved with the disposition of the burial following 
scientific analysis. The NAHC shall identify the MLD with 
whom consultation shall occur to determine in the treatment 
and disposition of the remains. 
 

Geology and 
Soils 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Directly or indirectly cause potential 
substantial adverse effects, including the 
risk of loss, injury or death involving: 
Seismic-related ground failure, including 
liquefaction? 
 
Be located on expansive soil, as defined 
in Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building 
Code (1994), creating substantial direct 
or indirect risks to life or property? 

MM GEO-01- Soil Stability: Prior to pipe installation, 
trench subgrade should be inspected and confirmed as 
firm/stable by the geotechnical engineer to provide uniform 
seating and support to the entire section of the pipe placed on 
bedding material. Due to moderate collapse potential in the 
young alluvium, the contractor should over-excavate to a 
maximum depth of 2 feet and replace with compacted 
materials to provide a stable trench bottom. Alternatively, the 
bottom of trench should be flooded and after dissipation of 
all water, the trench bottom should be compacted to a 
minimum 90 percent relative compactions. If subgrade 
becomes disturbed due to localized seepage or surface water, 
the contractor should over-excavate the disturbed or 
saturated soils to a maximum depth of 2 feet and replace with 
suitable materials to provide a stable trench bottom. Crushed 
rock (1-inch maximum size) may be used if found necessary 
to stabilize bottom of trench prior to placing bedding 
materials pursuant to the geotechnical engineer’s 
recommendations. 
 
 

Prior to the 
installation of 
the pipeline.  

Rancho California 
Water District 

 
Initials: _______ 
 
Date: _________ 
 

Result in substantial soil erosion or the 
loss of topsoil? 
 
Be located on a geologic unit or soil that 
is unstable, or that would become 

MM GEO-02- Monitoring for Implementation of 
Engineering and Safety Standards: During construction, 
the District and the Contractor shall ensure through 
monitoring and record keeping that exposed earth materials 
conditions are regularly evaluated by the geotechnical 

During Project 
construction. 

Rancho California 
Water District 

 
Initials: _______ 
 
Date: _________ 
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Issue  Potentially Significant Impact 
reduced to Less than Significant with 

Mitigation Incorporated  

Recommended Mitigation Measure Timing Responsible Party Date Completed 
and Initials  

Geology and 
Soils 

unstable as a result of the project, and 
potentially result in on- or offsite 
landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, 
liquefaction or collapse? 

engineer to verify existing sub surface conditions and the 
effectiveness of prescribed construction phase treatments in 
meeting applicable worker safety and engineering standards. 
Since existing artificial fill and alluvial soils encountered are 
classified as OSHA soil Type C, unshored temporary cut 
slopes should be no steeper than 1 ½ : 1 (horizontal: vertical), 
for a height no-greater-than (≤) 20 feet (California 
Construction Safety Orders, Appendix B to Section 1541.1, 
Table B-1). 
 
 

Paleontological 
Resources  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Directly or indirectly destroy a unique 
paleontological resource or site or unique 
geologic feature? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MM PALEO-01- Paleontological Monitor Requirements:  
Prior to the start of earthwork, a qualified Project 
Paleontologist shall be retained by the District to oversee the 
paleontological monitoring program according to the 
following: 

The paleontologist shall attend the pre-construction meeting 
to consult with the contractor and District Inspectors 
concerning excavation schedules, paleontological field 
techniques, and worker environmental awareness training for 
resources. A qualified Project Paleontologist is defined as an 
individual with an M.S. or Ph.D. in paleontology or geology 
that is experienced with paleontological procedures and 
techniques, who is knowledgeable in the geology and 
paleontology of Riverside County, and who has worked as a 
paleontological mitigation project supervisor for at least one 
year.  

A professional repository shall be designated by the 
Paleontologist to receive and curate any discovered fossils. 
A professional repository is defined as a recognized 
paleontological specimen repository (e.g., an AAM-

Prior to the 
start of ground 
disturbances/ 
earthworks. 

Rancho California 
Water District 

 
Initials: _______ 
 
Date: _________ 
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Paleontological 
Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Directly or indirectly destroy a unique 
paleontological resource or site or unique 
geologic feature? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

accredited museum or university) with a permanent curator 
and should be capable of storing fossils in a facility with 
adequate security against theft, loss, damage, fire, pests, and 
adverse climate conditions. 

MM PALEO-02- On-site Paleontological Monitor:  The 
District Inspector shall verify that a paleontological monitor 
shall be on-site during all earthwork operations to monitor 
the Contractor’s earthwork, with the exception of the 
horizontal drilling associated with jack and bore 
construction, which cannot be successfully monitored for 
paleontological resources. A paleontological monitor is 
defined as an individual with a college degree in 
paleontology or geology who has experience in the 
recognition and salvage of fossil materials and shall have the 
following duties:  

a) The paleontological monitor should work under the 
direction of the Project Paleontologist.  

b) The paleontological monitor shall be equipped to 
salvage fossils as they are unearthed, to avoid 
construction delays, and to remove samples of 
sediments that are likely to contain small fossil 
invertebrates and vertebrates.  

c) Monitors shall be empowered to temporarily halt or 
divert equipment to allow removal of abundant or 
large specimens.  

d) Paleontological monitoring may be reduced (e.g., 
part-time monitoring or spot-checking) or 
eliminated, at the discretion of the Project 
Paleontologist and in consultation with appropriate 
agencies (e.g., Project proponent, Riverside County 
representatives).  

Throughout 
construction-
related ground 
disturbances/ 
earthworks.  

Rancho California 
Water District 

 
Initials: _______ 
 
Date: _________ 
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Paleontological 
Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Directly or indirectly destroy a unique 
paleontological resource or site or unique 
geologic feature? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

e) Changes to the paleontological monitoring schedule 
shall be based on anticipated and current field 
conditions and the mitigation program will be 
modified according to conditions, as they unfold, 
during site development and construction.  

 
MM PALEO-03- Fossil Discovery:  If fossils are 
discovered, when the paleontological monitor is or is not on 
site, earthwork within the vicinity of the discovery site shall 
be temporarily halted by the District Inspectors, and the 
Project Paleontologist shall be immediately contacted by 
either the District or the Contractor so that the significance 
of the discovery can be evaluated. The Project Paleontologist 
(or paleontological monitor) shall make an initial assessment 
to determine and report the significance of the find as 
follows.  

a) All identifiable vertebrate fossils (large or small) 
and uncommon invertebrate, plant, and trace fossils 
are considered to be significant and shall be 
recovered (SVP, 2010).  

b) Representative samples of common invertebrate, 
plant, and trace fossils shall also be recovered.  

c) The Project Paleontologist (or paleontological 
monitor) shall be allowed to temporarily direct, 
divert, or halt earthwork at his or her discretion 
during the initial assessment phase if additional 
time is required to salvage fossils.  

d) If it is determined by the Project Paleontologist that 
the fossil(s) should be recovered, the recovery shall 
be completed in a timely manner.  

e) Some fossil specimens (e.g., a large mammal 
skeleton) may require an extended salvage period. 

During 
construction-
related ground 
disturbances/ 
earthworks.  

Rancho California 
Water District   

 
Initials: _______ 
 
Date: _________ 
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Paleontological 
Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Directly or indirectly destroy a unique 
paleontological resource or site or unique 
geologic feature? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Because of the potential for the recovery of small 
fossil remains (e.g., isolated teeth of small 
vertebrates), it may be necessary to collect bulk-
matrix samples for screen washing.  

 

 
MM PALEO-04- Fossil Preparation: The District shall be 
responsible for fossil preparation and curation as follows:   

a) Fossil remains collected during monitoring and 
salvage shall be cleaned, repaired, sorted, 
taxonomically identified, and cataloged as part of 
the mitigation program.  

b) Fossil preparation may also include screen-washing 
of bulk matrix samples for microfossils or other 
laboratory analyses (e.g., radiometric carbon 
dating), if warranted in the discretion of the Project 
Paleontologist.  

c) Fossil preparation and curation activities may be 
conducted at the laboratory of the contracted 
Project Paleontologist, at an appropriate outside 
agency, and/or at the designated repository, and 
shall follow the standards of the designated 
repository.  

 

In the event 
fossils are 
found during 
monitoring. 

Rancho California 
Water District 

 
Initials: _______ 
 
Date: _________ 

MM PALEO-05- Curation of Paleontological Resources:  
The contract documents for the Project shall include notes to 
the Contractor stating that the District shall be responsible 
for curation of paleontological resources found during 
Project construction as follows: 

Prior to 
approval of 
final Plans and 
Specifications.   

Rancho California 
Water District 

 
Initials: _______ 
 
Date: _________ 
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Paleontological 
Resources 

 

 

 

 

Directly or indirectly destroy a unique 
paleontological resource or site or unique 
geologic feature? 

a) Prepared fossils, along with copies of all pertinent 
field notes, photos, and maps, shall be curated at a 
professional repository (e.g., Western Science 
Center, San Diego Natural History Museum).  

b) The Project Paleontologist shall have a written 
repository agreement with the professional 
repository prior to the initiation of mitigation 
activities.  

 

 

Hydrology and 
Water Quality  

Conflict with or obstruct implementation 
of a water quality control plan or 
sustainable groundwater management 
plan? 

MM HYDRO-01- Energy Dissipater and Baker Tank: 
During Project construction, the Contractor will utilize an 
energy dissipater and Baker Tank  or similar to filter 
chlorine, soil and debris  and prevent pollution from entering 
jurisdictional waters near the Project during discharge of 
construction water or dewatering of existing pipelines in 
accordance with the Statewide General NPDES Permit for 
Drinking Water Systems (ORDER WQ 2014-0194-DWQ 
GENERAL ORDER NO. CAG140001) for erosion control 
and chlorine in surface water discharge.   
 

During Project 
construction. 

Contractor   
Initials: _______ 
 
Date: _________ 

Hazards and 
Hazardous 
Materials 

 

 

Create a significant hazard to the public 
or the environment through reasonably 
foreseeable upset and accident conditions 
involving the release of hazardous 
materials into the environment? 

Create a significant hazard to the public 
or the environment through reasonably 
foreseeable upset and accident conditions 

MM HAZ-01- Encroachment Permit Requirements: 
Prior to issuance of an encroachment permit for Project 
construction, the District shall verify that contract documents 
for the Project include the following: 

a) That Project plans show viable methods for 
implementing fire prevention and suppression 
during construction at the Project Site, such as a 
water truck. 

b) That the contractor has an approved plan is in 
place for proper storage, handling, use, and 

Prior to the 
issuance of an 
encroachment 
permit for 
Project 
construction.  

Rancho California 
Water District 

 
Initials: _______ 
 
Date: _________ 
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Hazards and 
Hazardous 
Materials 

involving the release of hazardous 
materials into the environment? 

containment of hazardous materials during 
construction.  

c) That plans for the Project include a reliable source 
for fire flow. 
That Best Management Practices (BMPs) for water 
quality are being implemented throughout Project 
construction to avoid an unforeseeable release of 
hazardous materials into the environment.  
 

MM HAZ-02- Loose Construction Materials:  The District 
shall verify that contract documents for the Project include 
notes requiring implementation of the following steps to 
reduce risk from loose construction materials entering flood 
waters: 

a) Construction shall cease during rain events. 
b) Materials and equipment staging, and storage shall 

be located at topographic high points and fully 
secured at the end of each day. 

c) Trash and debris shall be collected, transported off-
site and properly disposed of each day. 

 

 

Prior to Project 
approval and 
during 
construction.  

Rancho California 
Water District 

 
Initials: _______ 
 
Date: _________ 

Transportation 

 

 

 

Conflict with program plan, ordinance or 
policy addressing the circulation system, 
including transit, roadway, bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities? 

 

 

MM TRAF-01- Traffic Control Plan:  During 
construction, the District shall verify the following: 

a) That through access is maintained to adjacent 
property and streets. 

b) That two weeks prior to construction the Contractor 
shall furnish and install public information signs 
notifying the public of the Project. The signs shall 
meet the District’s General Provisions for Public 

Prior to 
construction 

Contractor and 
Rancho California 
Water District   

 
Initials: _______ 
 
Date: _________ 
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Transportation Conflict with program plan, ordinance or 
policy addressing the circulation system, 
including transit, roadway, bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities? 

Information Signs will be placed at each end of the 
Project notifying the community of the Project and 
temporary delays in access. 
Contractor shall notify the District, all affected 
residents, commercial and public establishments, 
and utility companies of impending work pursuant 
to the District’s General Provisions for Public 
Information Signs. 

 
Tribal 
Cultural 
Resources 

Cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of a tribal cultural resource, 
defined in Public Resources Code 
Section 21074 as either a site, feature, 
place, cultural landscape that is 
geographically defined in terms of the 
size and scope of the landscape, sacred 
place, or object with cultural value to a 
California Native American tribe, and 
that is: 
 
Listed or eligible for listing in the 
California Register of Historical 
Resources, or in a local register of 
historical resources as defined in Public 
Resources Code Section 5020.1(k), or 
 
A resource determined by the lead 
agency, in its discretion and supported by 
substantial evidence, to be significant 
pursuant to criteria set forth in 
subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code 
section 5024.1.  In applying the criteria 
set forth in subdivision (c) of Public 

MM TRI-01- Discovery of Buried Tribal Cultural 
Resources:  The District Project Manager, District 
Inspectors, and Contractor shall, per the request of the Pala 
Band of Mission Indians Tribal Historic Preservation Office, 
verify that Approved Cultural Monitors be present on-site 
during all survey and all ground disturbing activities like 
trenching and boring. In the event that an Approved Cultural 
Resource Monitor cannot be found, contact the Pala Band of 
Mission Indians to help identify tribal individuals. 
 

During 
surveying and 
construction-
related ground 
disturbances/ 
earthworks.  
 

Rancho California 
Water District 
 

 
Initials: _______ 
 
Date: _________ 
 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=21074.&lawCode=PRC
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=21074.&lawCode=PRC
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=5020.1.&lawCode=PRC
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=5020.1.&lawCode=PRC
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=5024.1.&lawCode=PRC
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=5024.1.&lawCode=PRC
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=5024.1.&lawCode=PRC
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Resources Code section 5024.1, the lead 
agency shall consider the significance of 
the resource to a California Native 
American tribe. 
 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=5024.1.&lawCode=PRC
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1.0 BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Rancho California Water District  
42135 Winchester Road 

Temecula, California 92590 
Project Case Number(s) RCWD Project No. D1988 

Project Title  Anza Road 1550 Pressure Zone Pipeline Extension Project  

Public Comment Period  Public Review period will begin on February 10th, 2023, and conclude on March 13th, 
2023.   

Lead Agency  Rancho California Water District  
42135 Winchester Road  
Temecula, California 92590 
 

Documents Posted At https://www.ranchowater.com/127/CEQA-Compliance 

Prepared By Lori Trottier, AICP CEP 
Riley Christie, ENV SP, LEED AP ND  
Christian Rameriez, EIT 
 

General Plan Designation  The Project Site is within easements for public utilities and future street right-of-way and 
surrounded by land designated for residential development and open space approved under 
the Morgan Hill Specific Plan.  

Zoning  The Project Site is included in the Morgan Hill Specific Plan and is designated for public 
right-of-way.  

Description of Project  Rancho California Water District proposes to extend a potable water pipeline within the 
1550 pressure zone from Morgan Hill Drive to Anza Road. The proposed Project will 
improve reliability of the water system. The pipeline extension is a total of 1,050 linear 
feet of potable water pipeline beginning at the end of the existing easterly terminus of 
Morgan Hill Drive within an existing residential development.  The project is located 
easterly and continues to the east on unimproved Morgan Hill Drive to the future 
intersection of Anza Road and Morgan Hill Drive.  The Project is centered along the 
centerline of future Anza Road., The Project will be implemented with open trench and 
bore and jack construction. The Project consists of approximately 725 linear feet of 12-
inch and 325 linear feet of 24-inch diameter potable water pipeline. The Project will extend 
from the existing 12-inch potable water pipeline at the terminus of Morgan Hill Drive in 
an easterly direction and connect to the existing 24-inch potable water pipeline located in 
the Rancho California Water District easement. In addition, approximately 45 linear feet 
of 24- inch casing will be utilized to install the pipeline where it passes under an unnamed 
jurisdictional wash. The casing construction will require the removal of approximately 120 
cubic yards (CY) of excavated material (80 CY for jacking pit and 40 CY for receiving 
pit). Excavation of the trench will involve preparation of the trench (shoring, etc.), 
amending soil to fill the bottom of the trench, and backfilling the trench. Inspections will 
occur throughout the excavation of the trench to ensure depths are consistent with 
engineering fill. Additional removal of approximately 560 CY of excavated material for 
the entire length of the 12-inch pipeline and 450 CY of excavated material for the entire 
length of the 24-inch pipeline is required.  

While most of the Project is underground, two locations along the pipeline will be above 
ground where the two-air release and vacuum valves are located. The above ground 
features will be protected by bollards likely 2 or 4 metal posts, each one being 
approximately 4 inches in diameter and 4 feet tall (See Figure 6D-Site Plans). 
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Project construction is anticipated to last for five months, beginning in the second third 
quarter of 2023 and ending in the last quarter of 2023. Construction involves four to six 
workers, employed, or contracted, that will be on site. Construction will occur between 
7AM and 5PM during Monday through Friday and except during weekends and district 
holidays.  Construction within 600 feet of the closest residences shall not occur before 
8AM. 

Surrounding Land Uses and 
Setting  

As shown in Site Photos (See Figure 5-A), parcels adjacent to the Project Site are primarily 
undeveloped parcels to the west, north, east, and south. To the north of the Project, open 
space borders State Highway 79. Agricultural land is east of the Project Site and is partially 
developed with a structure, assumed to be a single-family residential development or 
supporting structure for agriculture or vineyard operations. South of the Project Site lies a 
low-density residential development, approximately 0.3 miles from the Project Site. To the 
west, vacant and unimproved land borders the Project Site, and just beyond these 
undeveloped parcels is the Morgan Hill Development and Morgan Hill Homeowners 
Association with a designated R-3-6 DU/AC.    
 

Table 1: Surrounding Adjacent Land Use 
 

 Land Use General Plan Zoning 

Project Site Planned intersection and 
Public Right-of-way for 
Anza Road (Secondary 
Arterial with Single-
loaded Local 
Recreational Equestrian 
Trail) and Morgan Hill 
Drive (Planned Collector 
66’ ROW with double 
loaded Public Trails) 

Arterials  Morgan Hill Specific Plan 

North Open Space (1.0 AC)  Open Space  Planning Area 17, Morgan Hill 
Specific Plan 

Northeast Vineyards/ agricultural  Vineyards/ 
Agricultural 

One dwelling unit is permitted per lot 
with non-residential buildings 
supporting the processes related to 
agriculture or vineyards. 

South Residential Medium -
Density (3.8 DU/AC) 

Medium-Density 
Residential 
development, 
Vacant 
undeveloped 

Medium (2-5 DU/AC Max) Density 
Residential that allows for detached 
and attached single family residences 
with limited agriculture and animal 
keeping are permitted. However, 
intense animal keeping is not 
permitted.  

East Very Low-Density Estate 
Lots (1.1 DC/AC)   

Very Low-Density 
Residential 
developments, 
Vacant 
undeveloped.   

Very Low-Density Estate Lots (1.1 
DU/AC) are single family detached 
residences on large parcels of 1-2 acres 
with limited agriculture and animal 
keeping permitted. However, intense 
animal keeping is discouraged. 

West Residential Medium -
Density (3.8 DU/AC) 

Medium-Density 
Residential 
development   

Medium Density (2-5 DU/AC Max). 
Residential that allows for detached 
and attached single family residences 
with limited agriculture and animal 
keeping is permitted. However, intense 
animal keeping is not permitted.  

Source: County of Riverside Morgan Hill Drive Specific Plan Area (313) Southwest Planning 
Area, https://planning.rctlma.org/Portals/14/splans/sp_document/sp313/sp313_lum.pdf  



INITIAL STUDY/ MTIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION   
RANCHO CALIFORNIA WATER DISTRICT ANZA ROAD 1550 PRESSURE ZONE PIPELINE EXTENSION PROJECT  
STATE CLEARINGHOUSE SCH #2023020255 
RIVERSIDE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA  

 

Anza Road 1550 Pressure Zone Pipeline Project  Page v Rancho California Water District  

Have California Native 
American tribes 
traditionally and culturally 
affiliated with the project 
area requested consultation 
pursuant to Public 
Resources Code section 
21080.3.1?  If so, is there a 
plan for consultation that 
includes, for example, the 
determination of 
significance of impacts to 
tribal cultural resources, 
procedures regarding 
confidentiality, etc.?   

State law and County of Riverside Guidelines identify Native American consultation and 
participation as an important aspect of the cultural resource evaluation. To identify 
potential Native American resources a Sacred Lands Search was conducted at the 
California Native American Heritage Commission. A current Sacred Lands Search 
response from the California Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) was 
received on August 3, 2021 (See Appendix C – Cultural Resources Investigation Report). 
The results of the Sacred Lands Search were negative in that no resources have been 
previously identified in the immediate Project Area. Additionally, scoping letters were sent 
to each of the Native American groups within a contact list provided by the NAHC and 
have resulted in responses indicating the Project Site is not within the boundaries of their 
reservation territory. However, on December 20th, 2021, a representative from the Pala 
Band of Mission Indians Tribal Historic Preservation Office, expressed their desire to 
obtain project processes, updates, and reports of investigations due to the proximity of the 
Project Site in relation to their Reservation. The representative recommended that an 
Approved Cultural Monitor be present during surveying and ground-disturbing activities. 
Other groups that responded to the scoping letters were the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla 
Indians on January 3rd, 2022, Rincon Band of Luiseño Indians on February 11th, 2022, and 
Pechanga Band of Luiseño Indians, on July 18th, 2022. The Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla 
Indians indicated that the Project Area was outside of their Traditional Use Area; therefore, 
further consultation was deferred to other tribes within the Project Area (reference 
Appendix C within Appendix C of this report). The Rincon Band of Luiseño Indians 
indicated the Project Location is within their Traditional Use Area and contains Historic 
interest. However, upon further review of internal information, the tribe was unable to find 
specific information on Tribal Cultural Resources (TCRs) or Traditional Cultural 
Properties (TCPs). The Rincon Band of Luiseño Indians requested that the District work 
closely with the Pechanga Band of Luiseño Indians and forward a final copy of the cultural 
resources study to the Rincon Band. 

Additionally, on July 18th, 2022, the Pechanga Band of Luiseño Indians responded to the 
scoping letter with a request to receive a copy of the final report and have recommended 
the tribe work closely with contractors during Project implementation. The Project 
Location is within Pechanga’s “Ancestral Territory” and directly within a 
Payomkawichum Village, a previously recorded archeological site containing possible 
Ancestral human remains. Therefore, a meeting with the tribe was held via teleconference 
on October 6th, 2022. Recommendations were made by the tribe and are incorporated as 
mitigation measures within Section XVIII- Tribal Cultural Resources Section.  

Impacts on Tribal Cultural Resources are discussed further in Section XVIII.  

Other public agencies 
whose approval is required 
(e.g., permits, financing 
approval, or participation 
agreement) 

�x Riverside County Transportation Department Encroachment Permit  
�x Regional Water Quality Control Board Compliance 
�x California Department of Industrial Relations Underground Classification 
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2.0 INTRODUCTION 

2.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE 

This Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) evaluates levels of potentially significant impacts 
associated with implementation of a potable water pipeline extension pursuant to the California Environmental Quality 
Act ((CEQA) Public Resources Code 21000-2189), CEQA Guidelines (California Code of Regulations, Title 14, 
Division 6, Chapter 3, Sections 15000-15387), and the Rancho California Water District’s Local Guidelines for 
Implementing the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).   Section 4.0 of this document describes the 
reasonably foreseeable environmental impacts expected from implementation of the Anza Road 1550 Pressure Zone 
Extension Project (Project No. D1988) proposed by Rancho California Water District (RCWD).  

This proposed pipeline extension is intended to provide system redundancy and mitigate fire deficiencies to RCWD’s 
1550 Pressure Zone in the Morgan Hill Development as well as surrounding properties and requires discretionary 
approval from RCWD.  This pipeline extension is a “Project” as defined in Section 15378 of the CEQA Guidelines 
and is hereafter referred to as the “Project”.  RCWD is responsible for approving construction plans for the Project 
and is the Lead Agency responsible for CEQA compliance. RCWD has determined that a CEQA exemption is not 
applicable because the Project is not wholly within paved public right-of-way, and the Project could result in 
significant impacts to the environment during construction without mitigation measures. This IS/MND will be used 
to inform the Lead Agency, Rancho California Water District, along with other decision makers and affected parties, 
of the level of significance of environmental effects from implementation of the Project with avoidance features and 
mitigation measures incorporated. RCWD will consider the analysis and conclusions in this IS/MND and all 
information in the administrative record before making a decision to approve or deny the proposed plans for 
implementing the Project. 

This IS/MND identifies and discloses levels of significance of temporary and permanent environmental changes that 
are reasonably expected from all phases of Project implementation, pursuant to Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines, 
for CEQA compliance.  This IS/MND shows that with avoidance features implemented during construction, the 
Project would have a significant effect on the environment without implementation of mitigation measures.  This 
IS/MND for the Project has considered potentially significant environmental impacts from construction and long-term 
operation and concludes that methods of construction and Project design, along with mitigation measures incorporated 
into the plans and specifications for construction, will avoid or reduce anticipated Project impacts to less than 
significant levels pursuant to CEQA.  Cumulative impacts from Project implementation have also been considered 
herein and have been determined to be less than significant with proposed mitigation measures, not exceeding impacts 
that were previously identified in the EIR for the Morgan Hill Specific Plan #313; therefore, the Project is not 
considered growth inducing.  This IS/MND concludes that the Project implementation along with implementation of 
-specific mitigation measures listed herein, which are recommended to reduce potentially significant construction-
phase Project impacts to less than significant levels pursuant to CEQA, will not have a significant effect on the 
environment and no permanent adverse impacts will result from Project implementation. This document discloses 
anticipated levels of significance of potential impacts that can be reasonably expected from implementation of the 
Project with recommended mitigation and concludes that CEQA thresholds of significance listed in Appendix G of 
the CEQA Guidelines would not be exceeded with the Project.  Project implementation is not expected to have 
unavoidable adverse impacts with the incorporation of mitigation measures identified in this IS/MND.   

Environmental Concerns  

Environmental concerns related to Project implementation are limited to temporary and intermittent impacts from 
construction.  Significant long-term, permanent, and cumulative impacts are not anticipated with Project 
implementation due to the scale of the Project as well as Project consistency with the approved buildout of the County 
of Riverside General Plan and the Morgan Hill Specific Plan #313. Upon completion of construction, Project plans 
indicate that the area of construction will be returned to preconstruction conditions.  The analysis in this IS/MND 
indicates that all impacts associated with Project implementation would be reduced to less than significant levels with 
the application of recommended mitigation measures identified herein.   

Direct and indirect impacts on biological resources during construction have been avoided or reduced to less than 
significant levels as described herein (See Section 4.1, IV.).  These include Direct modification of a jurisdictional dry 
wash which have been avoided by utilizing bore and jack construction methods and indirect impacts surface water 
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quality from construction phase processes utilizing chemicals and generating erosion and dust (See Sections 4.1, IV 
and X). Direct impacts on buried cultural resources are expected from earthwork in previously undisturbed subsurface 
soils. (See Section 4.1 V.) and direct impacts on paleontological resources are also expected during earthwork (See 
Section 4.1, VII.).  The levels of significance of all potential impacts from Project construction pursuant to CEQA, 
are discussed in detail in Section 4 this IS/MND and summarized in the following paragraphs.  

Potentially significant Biological Resource impacts include disturbance of nesting birds that are protected under the 
Migratory Bird Treaty At (MBTA) and California Fish and Game Code (Sections 3503, 3503.3, 3511, and 3513 of 
the California Fish and Game Code, which prohibit the take, possession, or destruction of birds, their nests or eggs) 
during the bird nesting season, which is February 1st and August 31st at the Project Site. A bird nesting clearance 
survey conducted prior to start of construction and protection/avoidance of any nests found during the survey will 
fully mitigate impacts from the Project on nesting birds. 

The Project crosses an unnamed drainage feature hereafter referred to as the “jurisdictional dry wash”, which is located 
near the eastern perimeter of the Project Site.  The jurisdictional dry wash  carries surface water from storms and 
discharges surface flows from storm water directly into Temecula Creek, which is located approximately 300 feet to 
the north;  Therefore, a jurisdictional delineation report was prepared for the Project and is discussed in Section 4.0, 
X. Existing conditions at the Project location showed evidence of “bed and bank” and limits of the “streambed” under 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife jurisdiction, considered Waters of the State, which in this instance follows 
ACOE and RWQCB jurisdiction. Therefore, an evaluation of the Project’s impact on “Waters of the U.S. and Waters 
of the State”, which are considered jurisdictional waters was performed to establish the bore and jack footprint which 
avoids direct impacts on Waters of the U.S. and State to reduce Project impacts to less than significance.  

Cultural and paleontological resources will be impacted due to the Project Alignment being within the Holocene-age 
alluvium and “village location”, which has elevated potential to discover potential buried tribal cultural resources, as 
indicated by the Pechanga Band of Luiseno Indians, or objects of significant paleontological sensitivity (See Section 
XVIII - Tribal Cultural Resources). Construction of the Project has the potential to impact paleontological resources 
during earthwork impacting previously undisturbed deposits of the Pauba Formation and requires mitigation.  The 
Project will implement construction monitoring by a qualified archaeologist, paleontologist and a tribal monitor, which 
will reduce potentially significant impacts to less than significance. 

This IS/MND was prepared to disclose the significance of these potential environmental impacts along with others 
listed in Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines and discussed herein in Section 4.0.  This IS/MND evaluates the 
effectiveness of mitigation, to less than significant levels pursuant to CEQA. Mitigation measures are identified herein 
to ensure less than significant Project impacts and full public disclosure of  the levels of significance of Project impacts 
with mitigation pursuant to the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), Public Resources 
Code 2100, et seq. and State CEQA Guidelines, Section 15070 (b) pertaining to the use of a Mitigated Negative 
Declaration for Project compliance with CEQA. Rancho California Water District is the Lead Agency ensuring 
compliance with CEQA for this Project and has the decision-making authority to approve or deny the proposed Project 
based on the Initial Study and other Project information in the administrative record.  

This IS/MND for the Project has been written in compliance with the District’s adopted Local Guidelines for 
Implementing the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), Resolution 2022-5-1 (RCWD, 2022), which can be 
found at:   

https://www.ranchowater.com/127/CEQA-Compliance 

Under the District’s local CEQA Guidelines, the Project is subject to CEQA clearance with a Mitigated Negative 
Declaration due to potentially significant impacts on biological, cultural, and paleontological resources that cannot be 
avoided and require implementation of mitigation measures. In order to appropriately achieve environmental 
compliance under the District’s local guidelines for implementing CEQA, first, the Project footprints have been 
screened for sensitive environmental resources and the design alternative that will best avoid sensitive biological 
resources was identified. Records of geospatial data were obtained during field surveys from a jurisdictional 
delineation of the jurisdictional dry wash to field verify the location of Waters of the U.S. and Waters of the State and 
biological resources. Likewise, the potentially sensitive locations for cultural resources were identified. Lastly, upon 
the determination of potentially significant environmental impacts that could occur with Project implementation, 
mitigation measures are recommended to reduce impacts to a less than significant levels. However, if the 
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administrative record for the Project shows mitigation measures are unable to lower impacts to a less than significant 
level pursuant to CEQA, then an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) would need to be prepared for the Project based 
on the District’s decision.   

2.2 FINDINGS OF THIS INITIAL  STUDY/MITIGATED  NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 

The IS/MND is based on the Environmental Checklist Form within Section 15063 (d) (3) of the State CEQA 
Guidelines (CEQA 2022). The responses to questions about the proposed Project, found in Section 4.1, indicate less 
than significant environmental impacts with mitigation are anticipated from Project implementation. The Form in 
Section 3.4 is used to evaluate impacts and includes an explanation for each answer within Section 4.0.  Therefore, 
the analysis in this IS/MND supports the use of a Mitigated Negative Declaration for Project clearance under CEQA. 
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3.0 PROJECT DECRIPTION  

3.1 PROJECT DECRIPTION  

The proposed Project is a Pipeline Extension within the Rancho California Water District’s (RCWD) service area. 
The Project will construct a total of 1,050 linear feet of potable water pipeline, consisting of approximately 725 linear 
feet of 12-inch and 325 linear feet of 24-inch diameter pipe. Additionally, 45 linear feet of 24- inch casting will be 
utilized to install the pipeline under a jurisdictional dry wash. The pipeline will extend from the existing 12-inch 
potable water pipeline at the easterly terminus of Morgan Hill Drive.  The Project continues to the east on unimproved 
Morgan Hill Drive to the future intersection of Anza Road and Morgan Hill Drive.  The Project is centered along the 
centerline of future Anza Road to a point of connection with the existing 24-inch potable water pipeline located in 
Rancho’s California Water District’s easement centered along the future centerline of Anza Road.  

The Project will be implemented using open trench and jack and bore construction methods.  Construction will require 
excavation of approximately 120 cubic yards for the jack and bore pits; approximately 80 cubic yards for jacking pit 
and approximately 40 cubic yards for receiving pit. Excavation requires the preparation of the Project Site possibly 
with shoring, amending the soil to fill the bottom of the trench, and then backfilling the trench. Inspection will occur 
at different stages of excavation of the trench, by measuring the depth of engineering fill. In addition, approximately 
560 cubic yards for the entire length of the 12-inch pipeline and 450 cubic yards for the entire length of the 24-inch 
pipeline will be excavated for open trench construction. Approximately 300 cubic yards of export is anticipated. The 
entire area that will be disturbed for Project construction, access and staging is shown on Project plans (See Figure 
6D) and is herein referred to as the “Project Site”. 

A majority of the pipeline will be buried underground. However, there are two locations along the pipe where two 
small appurtenances that are above ground, where the air release and vacuum valve are located. Both above-ground 
valves will be enclosed in cylinders, 18 inches in diameter and about 36 inches tall. The enclosures will be protected 
by bollards likely 2 or 4 metal posts surrounding each valve. Each bollard will be approximately 4 inches in diameter 
and 4 feet tall (See Figure 6D-Site Plans).  

Baseline Condition 

The entire surface of the Project Site and surrounding area has been previously disturbed by human activity 
(recreational, public utilities, agricultural and low-density residential use); however, it is currently undeveloped. The 
approved Morgan Hill Specific Plan #313 and County of Riverside General Plan indicate that the location of the 
Project is included in approved plans for the extension of Morgan Hill Drive and Anza Road, which also include 
planned public trails on both sides of each street, as well as surrounding residential development and Open Space.  
The Project Site currently contains dirt access roads, native plant vegetation and crosses the jurisdictional dry wash 
between Morgan Hill Drive and Anza Road, which has been documented as Waters of the U.S. and State due to 
hydrological connection with Temecula Creek during storm events.  The jurisdictional dry wash is near the northern 
terminus of the of the Project where the connection will be made to existing District pipeline.  The jurisdictional dry 
wash runs from southeast to northwest and slopes downward from east to west. Elevations at the Project range from 
1,180 feet Above Mean Sea Level (AMSL) to 1,170 feet AMSL. The nearest paved road to the Project is the 
northeasterly terminus of Morgan Hill Drive, which is near the southwestern perimeter of the Project, approximately 
where the Project will connect with the existing District pipeline. At this location, Morgan Hill Drive consists of a 
dirt road extension of Morgan Hill Drive toward the northeast and is a dedicated and accepted roadway alignment that 
intersects with Rancho California Water District’s easement centered along the future centerline of Anza Road.  Anza 
Road right of way is pending acceptance by the County and is currently a compact dirt road accessible by way of the 
Anza Road Access from Highway 79 as shown on the Morgan Hill Tract 30885-1 Street Improvement Plans. Existing 
utility lines at the Project Site consist of a communication line owned by Frontier and overhead utility lines owned by 
Southern California Edison (SCE). A fire hydrant is near the northeasterly terminus of Morgan Hill Drive, and has 
been installed with the existing nearby residential development for fire safety.   
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Project Construction 

Project construction is anticipated to last for five months, beginning in the second third quarter of 2023 and ending in 
the last quarter of 2023. Construction involves four to six workers, employed, or contracted, that will be on site. 
Construction will occur between 7AM and 5PM during Monday through Friday and except during weekends and 
district holidays.  Construction within 600 feet of the closest residences shall not occur before 8AM.The Project as 
described above and as shown on the attached Construction Drawings   is herein referred to as the “Project Site”.  
Work associated with implementation of the Project includes excavation of potholes to locate and protect existing 
utilities and the utilization of staging areas for equipment and materials laydown and for crew parking.  Two staging 
areas are proposed, each consisting of 0.10 acres.  One staging area is proposed within the right-of-way for Morgan 
Hill Drive and will be within a dirt area located behind existing barricades at the easterly terminus of Morgan Hill 
Drive.  The other staging area consists of 0.10 acres in a dirt area along future Anza Road from the intersection of the 
Project Alignment with future Anza Road located at the easterly end of the Project alignment.  The Project Site also 
includes a temporary area of disturbance for construction including the full dedicated street right-of-way of Morgan 
Hill Drive and Rancho California Water District’s the District’s easement along the future centerline of Anza Road. 
Worker vehicles will utilize the staging areas for parking. Areas calculated for disturbance and identification of 
environmental impacts due to Project construction and staging of construction materials are located entirely within 
the unimproved right of way of Morgan Hill Drive and Rancho California Water District’s easement along future 
Anza Road where there is no dedicated right of way. Staging areas and jack and bore pits will be fenced with a 
combination of chain link and silt exclusion fencing. The jurisdictional wash will be fenced with silt fence on both 
sides.  

Construction equipment that will be utilized includes one (1) Backhoe Loader, one (1) Hydraulic Excavator, and two 
(2) Wheel Loaders. During construction water is necessary for site improvements and will be obtained from both ends 
of the Project at the terminus of Morgan Hill Drive and along Anza Road, provided by Rancho California Water 
District. The greatest number of construction-related vehicle trips anticipated to be generated at the Project Site total 
a maximum of 53 trips per day (13 for worker trips, 2 for vendor trips and 38 for hauling trips).  
 

3.2 PROJECT LOCATION  

The Project Site is located in an area that is currently used for unsanctioned dirt access.  The Project is in western 
unincorporated Riverside County, east of the City of Temecula. The Project is located easterly and continues to the 
east on unimproved Morgan Hill Drive to the future intersection of Anza Road and Morgan Hill Drive.  The Project 
is centered along the centerline of future Anza Road within the approved Morgan Hill Specific Plan Area (#313). 
Locally, the Project Site is within a portion of unsectioned Pauba Grant lands in Township 14 South, Range 2 West, 
and west of Vail Lake, according to Pechanga USGS 7.5’ Quadrangle (See Figure 1, Regional Location Map).  

The Project is located directly northeast of the Morgan Hill Homeowners Association, behind the “Estates” homes of 
the residential housing community, see Figure 1, Regional Map and Figure 2, Vicinity Map. The Local Vicinity for 
environmental analysis is the area surrounding the Project Site where temporary or permanent changes could result 
from Project implementation. Figure 2 is an aerial map of the Local Vicinity, the surrounding lands directly adjacent 
to the Project Site, which are mostly vacant, aside from dirt roads for County vehicular access with vegetation along 
the border. West of the Project Site is mainly urbanized land consisting of pockets of residential communities. 
However, east of residential developments on Morgan Hill Drive, including the Project Site, land consists of minimal 
urbanization and development utilized for agricultural purposes. The land use pattern in the east of the Project is more 
consistent with low-density, agricultural areas extending to the mountain ranges and designated nature preserves and 
shown in Figure 2 as Open Space. 

Existing sections of Morgan Hill Drive include a gutter, paved sidewalk, and community trail running parallel to the 
street. Future Morgan Hill Drive that extends to Anza Road is reflected on Parcel Maps as a 66’ right-of-way that is 
dedicated and accepted by Riverside County but is not included in the maintenance of the road system. According to 
future county planning document, curbs will be installed along the extension of Morgan Hill Drive. Anza Road is 
currently not a public right-of-way and has a local recreational equestrian trail running alongside it, recognized by the 
County of Riverside. According to Morgan Hill Specific Plan #313, the trail will be preserved for future recreational 
uses upon the development of the Project Site and surrounding area.  The Project Alignment is within the future 
extension of Morgan Hill Drive, a collector road, then east to Anza Road, a secondary road approximately 1,180-1,360 
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feet above mean seal level (AMSL) and at Latitude 33.48666 and Longitude -117.0559 (See Figure 2, Vicinity Map), 
which then leads north towards State Highway 79.  

The Project Site is located across portions of several parcels including APN 966-170, -003, -006, -022, and -040, 
within right-of-way and easements that were established with approved tract maps associated with the Morgan Hill 
Specific Plan, and within RCWD’s existing easements.  

 

3.3 APPROVED FUTURE PLANS   

The Project discussed within this ISMND provides water utility infrastructure within dedicated street right-of-way 
and a District's easement along future Anza Road. Additionally, the Project supports buildout of a public works facility 
serving future planned development at the Project Site and within the Project Vicinity outlined in the County’s 
Adopted Specific Plans in the Southwest Area Plans (Morgan Hill; Specific Plan #313). Future plans for the Project 
Vicinity have been approved by the County of Riverside as part of the General Plan buildout within the southwest 
region of the County. The development proposes an expansion of the Morgan Hill Residential Development area. The 
Future Adjacent Tract Development consists of 31 single-family residential lots and a debris basin. Property backyards 
are shown on county plans as bordering the western perimeter of Anza Road which runs north to south at this location. 
This future residential development will require road improvements that include the extension of the paved-Morgan 
Hill Drive to the future intersection of Morgan Hill Drive with Anza Road. Future plans indicate improvement and 
preservation of the jurisdictional dry wash southeast of the Project with future open space buffer located between 
medium-density residential developments and the low-density estate lots, providing recreational services to nearby 
communities and preserving the biological resources within the Project Vicinity.  
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ABBREVIATIONS  
 
AMSL  Above Mean Sea Level  
APN   Assessor’s Parcel Number  
AQMP  Air Quality Management Plan  
BMP   Best Management Practice  
CalEPA  California Environmental Protection Agency 
CalOSHA California Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
CAP  Climate Action Plan  
CARB  California Air Resources Board  
CBC  California Building Code  
CDFW  California Department of Fish and Wildlife  
CNDDB  California Natural Diversity Database  
CWA  Clean Water Act  
CY  Cubic Yard 
DEIR  Draft Environmental Impact Report 
DTSC  Department of Toxic Substances Control  
DU/AC   Dwelling Unit per acre  
DWR   California Department of Water Resources  
EIR  Environmental Impact Report 
EIC  Eastern Information Center  
EMWD   Eastern Municipal Water District  
EPA   Environmental Protection Agency  
EVMWD  Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District  
FHSZ  Fire Hazard Safety Zone  
FY   Fiscal Year  
GIS   Geographic Information System  
GP  General Plan  
HDPE   High Density Polyethylene  
LHMP  Local Hazard Mitigation Plan  
MBTA  Migratory Bird Treaty Act  
MCE  Maximum Credible Earthquake  
MDD   Maximum Day Demand  
MHMP  Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 
MSHCP  Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan 
NPDES  National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System  
PM10  Particulate Matter less than 10 microns 
PRIMP  Paleontological Resources Impact Mitigation Program   
PS   Pump Station  
Qw  Wash Deposits  
Qya  Young Alluvial Flood Plain  
RCA  Regional Conservation Authority  
RCWD   Rancho California Water District  
RWQCB Regional Water Quality Control Board  
SANDAG  San Diego Association of Governments  
SCADA  Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition  
SCAG   Southern California Association of Governments  
SCAQMD  South Coast Air Quality Management District 
SDNHM San Diego Natural History Museum 
SDRWQCB San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board  
SDCWA  San Diego County Water Authority  
SIP  State Implementation Plan  
SRWRF  Santa Rosa Water Reclamation Facility  
SKR HCP Stephan’s Kangaroo Rat Habitat Conservation Plan  
SWP   State Water Project  
SWRCB  State Water Resource Control Board  
TACs  Toxic Air Contaminants  
TAZ   Transportation Analysis Zone  
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TMDL  Total Maximum Daily Load  
VOC  Volatile Organic Compound  
WFMP   Water Facilities Master Plan  
WMWD  Western Municipal Water District 
WSC  Western Science Center   
























































































































































































