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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Project Title: Martin Backup Generating Facility SPPE DEIR
	Lead Agency: California Energy Commission
	Contact Name: John Heiser
	Email: John.Heiser@energy.ca.gov
	Phone Number: (916) 628-5566
	Project Location: 651 Martin Avenue in Santa Clara, California
	Project Description: The California Energy Commission (CEC) staff has prepared a Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the proposed Martin Backup Generating Facility (MBGF). The MBGF would be part of the Martin Data Center (MDC). The project includes diesel-fired generators (to provide emergency backup power) that would constitute a thermal powerplant with a generating capacity in excess of 50 megawatts (MW).
	Project's Effects: Typical of projects proposing to use large amounts of fossil fuel, the project’s potential impacts of concern largely center on the proposed burning of renewable diesel. The project would emit greenhouse gases (GHGs); criteria air pollutants, including nitrogen oxides (NOx) and particulate matter (PM); and non-criteria air pollutants, including ammonia and diesel particulates. These emissions not only have the potential to impact public health, but also, in the case of NOx, have the potential to result in impacts to biological resources. Operation of the engines also may produce noise impacts with the
potential to affect nearby workers or businesses. Construction of the project has the potential to affect the areas of air quality, biological resources, cultural and tribal cultural resources, geology and soils, greenhouse gas emissions, hazards and hazardous materials, and transportation. The CEC staff considered these potential impacts, as well
as others, in its evaluation.

The proposed project would result in no impacts to agriculture and forestry resources, mineral resources, and wildfire. The project would have less than significant impacts on aesthetics, energy and energy resources, hydrology and water quality, land use and planning, noise, population and housing, public services, recreation, and utilities and service systems. The DEIR concludes that all potential impacts from the project would be less than significant with implementation of identified mitigation measures.
	Areas of Controversy: The CEC issued a Notice of Preparation (NOP) on February 17, 2023, seeking input from responsible and trustee agencies and the public regarding the scope and context of environmental areas in the EIR for a 30-day comment period that ended on March 17, 2023. In total, two comment letters were received1. Issues of concern reflected in these
letters include, but are not limited to, the following excerpts:
Water Resources: Data centers can use significant amounts of water. Impacts related to water use and an analysis of water supply, including recycled water, should be conducted as part of the EIR.
Tribal Cultural Resources: Ensure that the CEC complies with Assembly Bill 52 (Gatto, Chapter 532, Statutes of
2014) (includes tribal consultation requirements) in its review of the proposed project. Additional comments and concerns include recommended actions to adequately assess the existence and significance of tribal cultural resources and plan for avoidance, preservation in place, or barring both, mitigation of project-related impacts to tribal
cultural resources. Staff has reviewed and considered the comments received and addressed them as
appropriate in the applicable section.

Issues to be Resolved: Staff concluded that all potentially significant impacts can be mitigated to a less than
significant level. There are no remaining issues to be resolved.
	List of Agencies: BAAQMD, Engineering Division 375 Beale Street, Suite 600 San Francisco CA 94105
BAAQMD, Engineering Division 375 Beale Street, Suite 600 San Francisco CA 94105
BAAQMD, Planning and Climate Protection  375 Beale Street, Suite 600 San Francisco CA 94105
CA. Dept. of Fish and Wildlife, Bay Delta Region (Region 3) 2825 Cordelia Road Suite 100 Fairfield CA 94534
California Air Resources Board 1001 I St  Sacramento CA 95814
California Air Resources Board, Enforcement Division 1001 I St  Sacramento CA 95814
California Department of Conservation 801 K Street, MS 14-15 Sacramento CA 95814
California Independent System Operator 250 Outcropping Way Folsom CA 95630
California Public Utilities Commission 505 Van Ness Avenue  San Francisco CA 94102 
CITY OF SANTA CLARA PLANNING DIVISION 1500 WARBURTON AVENUE SANTA CLARA CA 95050
City of Santa Clara--FIRE PREVENTION/HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 1675  LINCOLN STREET SANTA CLARA CA 95050-4653
County of Santa Clara Roads and Airport Department 101 Skyport Drive San Jose CA 95110
County of Santa Clara, Office of the Clerk Recorder 70 West Hedding Street San Jose CA 95110
Department of Water Resources P.O. Box 942836 Sacramento CA 94236-0001
Department of Toxic Substances Control 8800 Cal Center Drive Sacramento CA 95826-3200
Department of Toxic Substances Control 700 Heinz Avenue Suite 200 Berkeley CA 94710-2721
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 1000 Marina Boulevard, Suite 220 Brisbane CA 94005
HISTORICAL AND LANDMARKS COMMISSION 1500 WARBURTON AVENUE SANTA CLARA CA 95050
Caltrans District 4, Office of Local Assistance P.O. Box 23660 Oakland CA 94623-0660
Native American Heritage Commission 1550 Harbor Blvd, Suite 100 West Sacramento  CA 95691
California Natural Resources Agency 715 P Street Sacramento CA 95814
Natural Resources Conservation Services 2337 Technology Pkwy., Suite C Hollister CA 95023-2544
San José Mineta International Airport, Aviation Department 1701 Airport Boulevard, Suite B-1130 San Jose CA 95110-12


