| Print Form l

i i endix
Notice of Exemption Appendix E
To: Office of Planning and Research From: (Public Agency): City of Sonoma
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 No. 1 The Plaza
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044
Sonoma, CA 95476
County Clerk
County of: Sonoma (Address)

585 Fiscal Dr., Ste. 103F
Santa Rosa, CA 95403

Project Title: Montini Preserve Trail Connector

Project Applicant: City of Sonoma

Project Location - Specific:
Montini Preserve Trailhead, Fourth Street W., Sonoma, CA, 95476

Project Location - City: _S0Noma Project Location - County: _SOnoma
Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:

The City of Sonoma is proposing trail work at the Montini Open Space Preserve, including a 0.5-mile segment of new trail alignment, decommissioning of an old alignment, and improvements to an existing
crossing of a seasonal drainage. The trail re-alignment portion of the project would connect two pre-existing trails: The Valley of the Moon Trail and the Holstein Hill Trail. The current alignment is a social
trail in violation of a conservation easement that passes through an open space buffer between the preserve and a neighboring property owner. That alignment would be decommissioned, and the new
alignment would create a connection that would be well within the existing borders of the preserve. The crossing improvement would involve grading and adding cobblestone to the path where it crosses a
seasonal wetland. During the wet season, water pools across the path, obstructing access and forcing hikers to muddy the water and disturb the soil as they pass through. The improvements would give
hikers a dry, compact surface upon which to cross, increasing year-round access to the preserve and protecting the wetland from further disturbance.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: City of Sonoma
Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: City of Sonoma

Exempt Status: (check one):
O Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
O Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
OO0 Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
Categorical Exemption. State type and section number:
O Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

15302. Replacement or Reconstruction; 15304. Minor Alterations to Land

Reasons why project is exempt:

The trail alignment and decommissioning is exempt under CEQA Guidelines §15304. Minor Alterations to
Land. The crossing should be exempt under CEQA Guidelines §15302. Replacement or Reconstruction.

(See Categorical Exemption Status attachment).

Lead Agency )
Contact Person: _Oriana Hart Area Code/Telephone/Extension: (707) 933-2233

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?  Yes No

Signature: Ofm\ﬂwx Date: 03/07/23 Title:  Project manager

Signed by Lead Agency Signed by Applicant

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date Received for filing at OPR:
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.

Revised 2011
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