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Notice of Exemption Appendix E
To: Office of Planning and Research From: (Public Agency):
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 State Water Resources Control Board

Sacramento, CA 95812-3044

County Clerk
County of: Los Angeles (Address)

1001 | Street Sacramento, CA 95814

Project Title: Assessment of the Nearshore Rocky Reef Resources of Santa Monica Bay

Project Applicant: Occidental College

Project Location - Specific:

Santa Monica Bay, Malibu, and Palos Verdes Peninsula

Project Location - City: _L0S Angeles Project Location - County: Los Angeles
Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:

Kelp beds and rocky reefs are one of the Bay's most important socioeconomic, cultural, and ecological resources. Previous assessments of this ecosystem improved a wide variety of ecosystem services
including the state-wide marine protected area process resulting in the implementation of MPAs, identification of impaired reef habitat and subsequent active restoration through urchin culling and the first
in situ rocky-reef restoration project in California, the first record of a mainland endangered white abalone population leading to abalone outplanting in the Bay, and the discovery of eelgrass habitats
proximate to reefs resulting in new restoration projects. The Bay is at the leading edge of science, policy, and implementation of a vision to protect, sustain, and improve these resources. This project is
designed to build upon previous assessments and address the emerging challenges facing this ecosystem through a quantitative and comprehensive evaluation of nearshore reefs in the Bay.

State Water Resources Control Board
Occidental College

Name of Public Agency Approving Project:

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project:

Exempt Status: (check one):
O Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
O Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
OO0 Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: S€C-15306: Class 6 Information Collection
O Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

Reasons why project is exempt:

The field component of this project consists of basic data collection (visual surveys
only). All other components in the scope of work are lab-based (climate change
model, habitat map, and reporting/analysis).

Lead Agency .
Contact Person: _Caitlin Gray Area Code/Telephone/Extension: 213-576-6647

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?  Yes No

Signature: Lt Moy, Date: 12/28/2022 Tite: Project Manager

X Signed by Lead Agency Signed by Applicant

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date Received for filing at OPR:
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.

Revised 2011
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