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The El Rancho Unified School District (ERUSD or District) proposes to renovate the athletic facilities at El
Rancho High School (HS), with the implementation of a new pool and pool building; relocation of the existing
softball field with new bleachers, dugouts, lighting structures, and batting cages; implementation of replacement
lighting structures, new visitors and home bleachers for the football stadium (would not increase capacity), a
new press box on the home bleachers of the football stadium at the same location of the existing press box, new
concession stands and field houses, and new synthetic turf for the football/soccer field and synthetic material
for the track and field; relocation of four outdoor basketball courts; a new multi-purpose natural turf field; and
relocation of one parking lot.

Project improvements to the football/soccer field, track & field, softball field, and construction of the new
swimming pool and pool building would not increase student population. No additional school sports programs
would be added, and the improvements to the athletic facilities are not expected to increase the number of
participants or spectators.
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Attachment to Notice of Exemption

El Rancho High School Athletic Facilities Renovation Project
El Rancho Unified School District

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

El Rancho High School (HS) is one of two high schools within the El Rancho Unified School (ERUSD or District), that
serves the City of Pico Rivera. El Rancho HS provides its educational facilities and services for grades 9-12. The District
proposes to renovate the athletic facilities at El Rancho HS. The District would replace and relocate the pool and pool
building; relocate the existing softball field; replace field lighting, bleachers, and press box for the football stadium,
add new concession stands and a field house, and new synthetic turf for the football/soccer field and synthetic
material for the track and field; relocate four outdoor basketball courts; a new multipurpose practice field; and
relocate one parking lot (proposed project). This supplemental information provides justification for the Categorical
Exemption pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines under California Code of
Regulations, Title 14, Section 15301, Section 15302, and Section 15311.

1. EXISTING CONDITIONS

PROJECT LOCATION

The El Rancho HS campus (campus) is at 6501 Passons Boulevard (Assessor Parcel Number [APN] 6378-009-900), in
the City of Pico Rivera, Los Angeles County (project site). The City of Pico Rivera is surrounded by the City of Montebello
to the west, the City of Downey to the south, the City of Santa Fe Springs to the southeast, and the City of Whittier to
the east, and unincorporated Los Angeles County to the east and north. The project site is approximately 0.65 mile
west of Interstate 605 (I-605), approximately 2.2 miles north of Interstate 5 (I-5), and approximately 3.6 miles south
of State Route 60 (SR-60). El Rancho HS is bound by Passons Boulevard to the east, Loch Alene Avenue to the west,
Homebrook Street to the south, and single-family residences to the north (see Figure 1, Local Vicinity).

EXISTING CONDITIONS

The project site is currently developed with existing athletic facilities and structures, including a football/soccer/track
field stadium, home and visitor bleachers within the football stadium, softball field, basketball courts, a multipurpose
field, and a parking lot. The existing athletic facilities are located in the northern portion of the campus directly south
of single-family residences, with the football stadium located in the northwestern corner of the campus, north of the
existing baseball field and west of the existing softball fields, and the existing pool, which is no longer in use, is located
near the center of the campus, south of the athletic fields and east of the current baseball field (see Figure 2, Project

Improvement Areas).

Vehicular access to the campus is currently provided via parking lots located along Homebrook Street, Loch Alene
Avenue, Passons Avenue, and at the intersection of Loch Alene Avenue and Balfour Street.

GENERAL PLAN LAND USE DESIGNATION AND ZONING DESIGNATION

The campus is zoned public facilities (P-F), which is intended for continued use and future development of public and
quasi-public uses, including schools, government administrative facilities, police/sheriff stations, and libraries. The
campus is surround by properties zoned Single-Family Residential (S-F) on all sides, with additional properties zoned
P-F and C-Z, to the south and east.



SURROUNDING LAND USES

The campus is in a residential neighborhood of Pico Rivera. The project site is surrounded by single family residences
immediately to the north, east, south, and west. The campus is located north of the Pico Rivera City Hall and Sheriff’s

Station, and southeast of Ruben Salazar Continuation High School, which is also an ERUSD property.

2. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The District proposes to renovate the athletic facilities at El Rancho HS. Renovations would include construction of a
new pool and pool building; relocation of the existing softball fields; upgrade existing track and field lighting with
modern stadium lighting technology, new bleachers (would not increase capacity), and synthetic turf for the
football/track and field stadium; and, relocation of one parking lot.

Project improvements to the football/track and field, softball field, and construction of the new swimming pool would
not increase student population. No additional school sports programs would be added, and the improvements to the

athletic facilities are not expected to increase the number of participants or spectators.

Vehicular access to the campus would remain primarily the same, with parking lots located along Homebrook Street,
Loch Alene Avenue, and at the intersection of Loch Alene Avenue and Balfour Street remaining unchanged. However,
access to the parking lot along Passons Avenue would be moved south of its current location, and vehicles would
enter and exit the lot via the intersection of Passons Avenue and Marjorie Street. Additionally, the project would
include pedestrian improvements within the project site including new walkways to and from the proposed athletic
facilities and American with Disabilities Act (ADA) improvements with the project site.

Football Stadium Improvements

Implementation of the proposed project would remove the natural turf of the football field and replace it with
synthetic turf. The existing track surrounding the football field would also be replaced with synthetic material. The
existing bleachers, both visitor and home team, would be replaced; however, no additional capacity is proposed. The
proposed home bleachers located on the southern portion of the stadium would be approximately 224 feet wide, and
would contain 19 rows with entry stairways, for approximately 2,160 spectators, including 27 ADA accessible seats
and ramps. The home bleachers would also contain an 8-foot by 36-foot wide press box, which would be
approximately 9 feet-7 inches tall, located at the top of the 15th row, at the same location of the existing press box.
The visitors bleachers located on the northern portion of the stadium would be approximately 176 feet wide, and
would contain 12 rows with entry stairways, for approximately 1,196 spectators, including 14 ADA accessible seats
and ramps. The proposed project would also include a new 4,687-square foot field house/concession stand (Building
A) and a new 2,618-square foot equipment field house (Building B), which would be constructed adjacent to the
southwest corner of the football field and track.

The proposed project would also replace the existing permanent track and field lighting with new lighting technology.
The proposed lighting would consist of four pre-cast concrete bases with four galvanized steel poles 90 feet tall, with
eight light emitting diode (LED) luminaires mounted at 15.5 feet, 80 feet, and 90 feet. A maximum of 15 luminaries
would be mounted per pole.

Softball Field Relocation

The existing softball fields located on the northeastern portion of the campus would be relocated and reconfigured.
The new softball field would be directly south of the existing football stadium. In addition to reconfiguration, the
softball field would include a natural grass outfield, two new dugouts and softball batting cages would be installed.
The new softball field would also include four new Musco lighting structures with total heights between 60 and 70
feet tall.



Basketball Courts

The existing outdoor asphalt basketball courts would be demolished and refinished. The proposed project would

provide four new full basketball courts in the same location as the existing courts.

Multi-Purpose Practice Field

A new multi-purpose natural turf field would be provided immediately south of the existing track and field.
New Pool and Pool Building

A new pool facility, complete with a pool, pool deck, and pool building would be constructed at the northeast corner
of the campus to replace the existing pool, located near the center of the campus, south of the athletic fields, which
is no longer in use. The proposed pool would be approximately 108 feet by 75 feet, and would reach a maximum
depth of 7 feet-3 inches. The proposed 4,160-square foot pool building would contain lockers rooms, restrooms,
mechanical rooms, and chemical storage rooms. Additionally, 10 new lighting structures would be located around the
exterior of the pool and the entire pool facility would be enclosed by an 8-foot tall fencing and walls.

Parking Lot Relocation

The existing parking lot at the northeast corner of the campus would be demolished to accommodate the new pool
facility. The parking lot would be relocated to the area consisting of dirt, a sidewalk, and limited hardscape just south
of the existing parking lot at the northeast corner of the campus. The new parking lot would contain approximately
106 parking spaces, including 10 clean air vehicle spaces, and 3 ADA accessible spaces. The new parking lot would be
immediately south of the new pool and pool building.

CONSTRUCTION

Construction would occur approximately over 18 months between fall 2023 and spring 2025. Once construction
begins, all construction equipment and workers would be located within the boundaries of the project site and
contractors would adhere to construction noise regulations to avoid disruption to campus operations.

3. REASONS WHY THE PROJECT IS EXEMPT

The proposed project is exempt from further environmental review under the requirements of the California
Environmental Quality Act (Public Resources Code §§ 21000 et seq.) because it is consistent with Class 1, Class 2, and
Class 11.

Class 1, Existing Facilities (CEQA Guidelines § 15301) consists of the operation, repair, maintenance, permitting,
leasing, licensing, or minor alteration of existing public or private structures, facilities, mechanical equipment, or
topographical features, involving negligible or no expansion of use beyond that existing or former use. The key
consideration is whether the project involves negligible or no expansion of an existing use.

A Class 1 categorical exemption applies because the proposed project would upgrade the existing athletic facilities
on the campus, which would include replacing and upgrading the pool/aquatics facilities; relocating the existing
softball fields; replacing lighting, bleachers, and the press box, and implementing synthetic turf for the
football/soccer field and synthetic material for the track and field; and relocating one parking lot. However, do not
alter the basic functions of the facilities and would not increase student capacity. Thus, the proposed project would
be exempt from CEQA review pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15301.



Class 2, Replacement or Reconstruction (CEQA Guidelines § 15301). Class 2 consists of replacement or
reconstruction of existing structures and facilities where the new structure will be located on the same site as the
structure replaced and will have substantially the same purpose and capacity as the structure replaced.

A Class 2 categorical exemption applies because the proposed project would renovate existing football stadium,
including installation of synthetic turf on the football/soccer field and synthetic material on the existing track,
replacing the existing home and visitor bleachers (with no additional capacity), and replacing the existing lighting
structures with a modern LED lighting system. Additionally, project improvements would relocate and reconfigure
the existing softball field. The Class 2 exemption also applies to the replacement of the existing pool facility, with a
new pool, pool deck and building. All proposed project improvements are located in the same general location,
would serve the same purpose, and would not increase student capacity or the number of classrooms on the
existing campus. Thus, the proposed project would be exempt from CEQA review pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15302.

Class 11, Accessory Structures (CEQA Guidelines 15311). Class 11 consists of construction, or placement of minor
structures accessory to (appurtenant to) existing commercial, industrial, or institutional facilities, including but not
limited to small parking lots.

A Class 11 categorical exemption applies because the proposed project would relocated the existing parking lot
locate on the northeastern corner of the campus, to the open area just south of the existing parking lot, currently
consisting of dirt, a sidewalk, and limited hardscape; to accommodate the new pool facility. All proposed project
improvements are located in the same general location, would serve the same purpose, and would not increase
student capacity or the number of classrooms on the existing campus. Thus, the proposed project would be exempt
from CEQA review pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15311.

Therefore, the proposed project would not alter or expand the existing high school use, would not increase student
capacity, and would only make minor modifications to the existing campus. No off-campus improvements would
occur.

4. REVIEW OF EXCEPTIONS TO THE CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

The proposed project has been reviewed under CEQA Guidelines § 15300.2 - Exceptions, for any characteristics or
circumstances that might invalidate findings that the proposed project is exempt from CEQA. Each exception is listed
below followed by an assessment of whether that exception applies to the proposed project.

(@) Location. Classes 3,4,5,6 and 11 are qualified by consideration of where the project would be located —
a project that is ordinarily insignificant in its impact on the environment may in a particularly sensitive
environment be significant. Therefore, these classes are considered to apply all instances, except where
the project may have an impact on an environmental resource of hazardous or critical concern where
designated, precisely mapped and officially adopted pursuant to law by federal, state, or local agencies.

The project site is completely within the El Rancho HS campus, which is surrounded by residential properties and
public facilities. The campus has buildings, asphalt hardcourts and parking lots, concrete driveways and walkways,
athletic fields, and ornamental landscaping. Due to the school’s developed nature, it does not contain any
sensitive biological species or habitat. No mapped wetlands exist on the site (FWS 2023). Therefore, this exception
does not apply to the proposed project.

(b) Cumulative Impacts. All exemptions for these classes are inapplicable when the cumulative impact of
successive projects of the same type in the same place, over time is significant.



(c)

The proposed improvements are the only known and planned improvements to the campus during the planned
construction. There are no other known successive projects—planned, approved, or under construction—of the
same type at and/or near the project site that when combined with the proposed project would result in a

cumulative environmental impact. This exception does not apply to the proposed project.

Significant Effects. A categorical exemption shall not be used for an activity where there is a reasonable
possibility that the activity will have a significant effect on the environment due to unusual
circumstances.

There is no reasonable possibility that the proposed project would have a significant effect on the environment
due to unusual circumstances. The proposed project would not increase the capacity of the school or increase
building area. The construction manager would execute construction activities per current local, state, and

federal laws, regulations, construction Best Management Practices (BPMs), District standards, and guidelines.

Air Quality

The analysis for air quality and greenhouse gas emissions in this section is based the Air Quality & Greenhouse
Gas Emissions Assessment El Rancho High School Sports Field & Stadium Project (ECORP 2022a), included in
Appendix A.

The proposed project would in some impacts to air quality and greenhouse gas emissions associated with
construction activities. However, all temporary construction and operational impacts are considered less than
significant. Therefore, this exception does not apply to the proposed project.

Construction

Construction-generated emissions of the proposed project would be temporary and short-term. Three basic
sources of short-term emissions would be generated through construction of the proposed project: operation of
the construction vehicles (i.e., excavators, trenchers, dump trucks), the creation of fugitive dust during clearing
and grading, and the use of asphalt or other oil based substances during paving activities. Construction activities
such as excavation and grading operations, construction vehicle traffic, and wind blowing over exposed soils
would generate exhaust emissions and fugitive PM emissions that affect local air quality at various times during
construction. However; as shown in the Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Emissions Assessment prepared for the
proposed project, emissions generated during project construction would not exceed the South Coast Air Quality
Management District’s (South Coast AQMD) regional thresholds of significance. Therefore, criteria pollutant
emissions generated during project construction would not result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of
any criteria pollutant for which the project region is nonattainment under an applicable federal or state ambient
air quality standard (ECORP 2022a; see Appendix A).

Construction-Generated Air Contaminants

Construction-related activities would result in temporary, short-term project-generated emissions of diesel
particulate matter (DPM), Reactive Organic Gasses (ROG), Nitric Oxides (NOx), Carbon Monoxide (CO), and Coarse
particulate matter (PM1o) from the exhaust of off-road, heavy-duty diesel equipment for site preparation (e.g.,
clearing, grading); soil hauling truck traffic; paving; and other miscellaneous activities. The portion of the SOCAB
which encompasses the project site is designated as a nonattainment area for federal O3 and PM2.5 standards
and is also a nonattainment area for the state standards for Ozone (0s), Fine particulate matter (PMa.s), and PM10
standards. Thus, existing O3, PM1o, and PM2;s levels in the SOoCAB are at unhealthy levels during certain periods.
Project construction would not result in a potentially significant contribution to regional concentrations of
nonattainment pollutants and would not result in a significant contribution to the adverse health impacts
associated with those pollutants (ECORP 2022a; see Appendix A).



Operation

The proposed project would not result in a long-term impact on the region’s ability to meet state and federal air
quality standards. The proposed project’s long-term influence would also be consistent with the goals and policies
of the South Coast AQMD’s 2016 Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP). The proposed project would be
consistent with the emission-reduction goals of the 2016 AQMP.

Operational Air Contaminants

Operation of the proposed project would not result in the development of any substantial sources of air toxics.
There are no stationary sources associated with the operations of the proposed project; and the proposed project
would not include additional mobile sources that spend long periods queuing and idling at the site. Onsite project
emissions would not result in significant concentrations of pollutants at nearby sensitive receptors. The proposed
project would not have a high carcinogenic or non-carcinogenic risk during operation (ECORP 2022a; see
Appendix A).

Odors

Typically, odors are regarded as an annoyance rather than a health hazard. However, manifestations of a person’s
reaction to foul odors can range from psychological (e.g., irritation, anger, or anxiety) to physiological (e.g.,
circulatory and respiratory effects, nausea, vomiting, and headache).

During construction, the proposed project presents the potential for generation of objectionable odors in the
form of diesel exhaust in the immediate vicinity of the site. However, these emissions are short-term in nature
and would rapidly dissipate and be diluted by the atmosphere downwind of the emission sources. Additionally,
odors would be localized and generally confined to the construction area. Therefore, construction odors would
not adversely affect a substantial number of people to odor emissions (ECORP 2022a; see Appendix A).

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Construction

Construction-related activities that would generate GHG emissions include worker commute trips, haul trucks
carrying supplies and materials to and from the project site, and off-road construction equipment (e.g., dozers,
loaders, excavators). The proposed project construction would result in the generation of approximately 622
metric tons of Carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e) over the course of construction, which would not exceed the
South Coast AQMD significance threshold of 3,000 CO2e. Once construction is complete, the generation of these
GHG emissions would cease(ECORP 2022a; see Appendix A).

Operation

Improvements to the existing athletic facilities and construction of a swimming pool would not increase student
population. No additional school sports programs would be added, and the improvements to the sports fields are
not expected to increase the number of participants or spectators. The operational emissions would solely be
generated from the energy consumption associated with the new pool would have a negligible contribution to
existing conditions. Therefore, the proposed project would not generate quantifiable criteria GHG emissions from
project operations (ECORP 2022a; see Appendix A).

Noise

The analysis for noise and vibration in this section is based on the Noise Assessment El Rancho High School Sports
Field & Stadium Project (ECORP 2022b), included in Appendix B.



There would be some temporary noise and vibration impacts associated with construction activities. However,
all temporary construction and vibration impacts, and operational noise impacts, are considered less than

significant. Therefore, this exception does not apply to the proposed project.

Construction Noise

Construction noise associated with the proposed project would be temporary and would vary depending on the
specific nature of the activities being performed. Noise generated would primarily be associated with the
operation of off-road equipment for onsite construction activities as well as construction vehicle traffic on area

roadways.

The nearest existing noise-sensitive land uses to the project site include single family residences north of the
project site, located 172 feet from where construction would be occurring. The Noise Element of the City’s
General Plan states that construction-related noise and vibration should be minimized by limiting construction
activities within 500 feet of noise-sensitive uses from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. seven days a week; after hour

permission shall be granted by City staff, Planning Commission, or the City Council.

It is acknowledged that the majority of construction equipment is not situated at any one location during
construction activities, but rather spread throughout the project site and at various distances from sensitive
receptors. Therefore, this analysis employs the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) guidance for calculating
construction noise, which recommends measuring construction noise produced by all construction equipment
from the center of the project site, which in this case is approximately 172 feet from the nearest sensitive
receptor, the single family residences north of the project site. Construction of the proposed project would not
exceed the construction noise standard of 85 dBA construction noise standard during the demolition, site
preparation, grading, building construction, paving, and architectural coating activities as shown in Table 5-1,
Construction Average (dBA) Noise Levels at Nearest Receptors, of the Noise Assessment (ECORP 2022b; see
Appendix B).

Construction Vibration

Excessive groundborne vibration impacts result from continuously occurring vibration levels. Increases in
groundborne vibration levels attributable to the proposed project would be primarily associated with short-term
construction-related activities. Construction-related ground vibration is normally associated with impact
equipment such as pile drivers, jackhammers, and the operation of some heavy-duty construction equipment,
such as dozers and trucks. It is not anticipated that pile drivers would be necessary during proposed project
construction. Vibration decreases rapidly with distance, and it is acknowledged that construction activities would
occur throughout the project site and would not be concentrated at the point closest to sensitive receptors, as
shown in Table 5-3, Representative Vibration Source Levels for Construction Equipment.

The City of Pico Rivera’s General Plan Noise Element includes Policy 11.3-2, Vibration Standards, which states that
construction projects and new development anticipated to generate a significant amount of vibration are
required to ensure acceptable interior vibration levels at nearby noise-sensitive uses based on FTA criteria, as
outlined in Table 5-4, Groundborne Vibration Impact Criteria for General Assessment, of the Noise Assessment.

Proposed project construction activities would occur throughout the project site and would not be concentrated
at the point closest to the nearest structure. Consistent with FTA recommendations for calculating construction
vibration, construction vibration was measured from the center of the project site. The nearest structure of
concern to the construction site, with regard to groundborne vibrations, is a residence located approximately 172
feet north of the center of the project site. Due to the nature of the Project, the impact levels for frequent events
would be used for the proposed project’s construction of the pool. It is noted that this can be classified as



frequent because although the construction would be temporary, the construction’s vibrational impacts would
be consistent and frequent throughout the construction period. With a Category 2 and frequent events

classification, the impact events cannot exceed 72 VdB without exceeding the significance threshold.

Peak vibration decibel level 172 feet away from construction equipment is 68.9 VdB. As previously mentioned,
ground vibration generated by construction equipment spreads through the ground and diminishes in magnitude
with increases in distance, as shown in Table 5-5, Construction Vibration Levels at 172 Feet. As a result, the
residence located 172 feet away from the project site is calculated to experience vibrations below the County’s
threshold levels and therefore would not be negatively affected. Thus, proposed project construction would not
exceed the recommended threshold (ECORP 2022b; see Appendix B).

Operational Noise

Noise-sensitive land uses are locations where people reside or where the presence of unwanted sound could
adversely affect the use of the land. Residences, schools, hospitals, guest lodging, libraries, and some passive
recreation areas would each be considered noise-sensitive and may warrant unique measures for protection from
intruding noise. The nearest existing noise-sensitive land uses to the proposed project are single family residences
located adjacent to the project site.

With the exception of the softball batting cages and implementation of the new pool facilities, none of the
proposed improvements would represent a new source of noise beyond current conditions. The improvements
to the football field, track, and softball diamond would not result in an increase of events, participates, or
spectators beyond current conditions and thus can be expected to generate the same level of noise as currently
generated. On-site proposed project daytime noise associated with the proposed new batting cages, reconfigured
softball diamond, and relocated pool have been calculated using the SoundPLAN 3D noise model.

As described in the Noise Assessment prepared for the proposed project, operational noise would not exceed
daytime exterior noise standards at any of the nearest noise-sensitive residential receptors. Similarly, the
proposed project would not exceed daytime interior noise standards at any of the nearest noise-sensitive
receptors.

The proposed project would not be expected to exceed any nighttime standards (between the hours of 10:00 pm
and 7:00 am). The City nighttime exterior noise standard is 55 dBA at residential receptors. While this noise level
is calculated to be exceeded at specific locations, during a daytime scenario involving a near-capacity crowd
attending a football game at the same time both the softball field are in full use, including operation of both the
softball batting cages and full use of the new pool facility and adjoining parking lot, this level of activity would not
occur in the nighttime hours (ECORP 2022b; see Appendix B).

Operational Vibration

The improvements to the football and softball fields, and reinstatement of a swimming pool would not increase
student population. No additional school sports programs would be added, and the new athletic facilities are not
expected to increase the number of participants or spectators. Proposed project operations would not include
the use of any large-scale stationary equipment that would result in excessive vibration levels. Therefore, the
proposed project would not result groundborne vibration impacts during operations (ECORP 2022b; see Appendix
B).

Scenic Highways. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may result in damage to
scenic resources, including but not limited to, trees, historic buildings, rock outcroppings or similar
resources, within a highway officially designated as a state scenic highway.



There are no designated State scenic highways near the project site. According to the California Department of
Transportation (Caltrans) California Scenic Highway Mapping System, the nearest officially designated state
scenic highway is SR-91 in the City of Anaheim, from Post Mile (PM) R9.2 to R13.4, approximately 18 miles
southeast of the project site. Additionally, the nearest highway that is eligible for a state scenic highway
designation is State Route 57 (SR-57) beginning in the City of Brea and terminating in the City of Industry, from
PM 19.9 to R4.5R, approximately 13 miles east of the project site (Caltrans 2023). The proposed project would
not affect these highways; thus, the proposed project would not affect scenic resources along any s