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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Betwea July andOctober2022 at the request dferra Nova Planning and Research,
Inc., CRM TECH performed aultural resourcestudyon approximatelyl0.5acres of
vacant landn the City of Palm Desert, Riverside County, Californihe subject
property of the study encompasses t@sting parcels,namely Assessais Parcel
Numbes 694-190-011 and-032, locatedon the easterly cornef Gerald Ford Drive
and Technology Drivien thenortheast quarterf Section 3, T4S R6E San Bernardino
Baseline and Meridiaas depicted in the United States Geological Suivggma,
California, 7.®quadrangle

The study is part of the environmental review process fodtheersity ParkMedical
Centerproject, which proposes the constructionao0,008squarefoot outpatient
surgical center, an 80,00@Quarefoot medical office building, paved parkirsgalls

and retention basins,along with associated utilitieswork and infrastructure
improvements The City of Palm Desert, as the lead agency for the project, required
the study in compliance with the California Environmental Quality(E&QA). The
purpose othe study is to provide the City with the necessary information and analysis
to determine whether the project would cause substantial adverse changes to any
fihistorical resource8,as defined by CEQA, that may exist in or around the project
area.

In order to identify such resources, CRM TEG@titiated a historical/archaeological
resources records searahda Native American Sacred LanB#e searchconacted

the nearby Agua Ciginte Band of Cahuilla Indianpursued historical background
research, and carried out an intendeagel field survey.Throughout the course of the
study, nathistorical resourc@svere encountered within or adjacent to the project area.
Therefore CRM TECH recommends to the City Balm Deserafinding of No Impact

on fhistorical resources No further cultural resources investigation is recommended
for this project unlesdevelopmenplans undergo such changes as to include areas not
covered by thistudy. However, if buried cultural materials are encountered during
any earthmoving operations associated with the project, all work within 50 feet of the
discovery should be halted or diverted until a qualified archaeologist can evaluate the
nature anaignificance of the finds.
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INTRODUCTION

Betwea July and October 2022t the request of Terra Nova Planning and Research, Inc., CRM
TECH performed a cultural resourcgsdyon approximatelyL0.5acres ofvacant landn the City

of Palm Desert, Riverside County, Califorfig. 1) The subject property of the study
enconpasses two existing parcels, naméssessals Parcel Numbei694-190-011 and-032,
locatedon the easterly cornerff Gerald Ford Drive and Technology Drjve thenortheast quarter
of Section 3, T4S R6E San Bernardino Baseline and Meridandepictedh the United States
Geological SurveyUSGS)Myoma, California, 7.®quadrangl€Figs. 2, 3)

The study is part of the environmental review process fodtheersity Park Medical Center

project, which proposes the construction @000squarefoot outpatient surgical center, an
80,0000squarefoot medical office building, paved parking stalls, and retention basins, along with
associated utilities work and infrastructure improvemeiite City of Palm Desert, as the lead
agency fo the project, required the study in compliance with the California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA PRC 821000, et seq.The purpose of the study is to provide the City with the
necessary information and analysis to determine whether the project \aosklsubstantial adverse
changes to anghistorical resource8as defined by CEQA, that may exist in or around the project
area.

In order to identify such resources, CRM TE@i{iated a historical/archaeological resources
records searcanda Native Anerican Sacred Landile searchgcontacted the nearby Agua Caliente
Band of Cahuilla Indiangursued historical background research, and carried out an intémsdl/e
field survey. The following report is a complete account of the methods, resultspactlision of

the study. Personnel who participated in the study are identified in the appropriate sections, and
their qualifications are provided in Appendix 1.
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Figure 1. Project vicinity. (Based on USGS Santa Ana, Califid®06quadrangle [USS 1979])
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Figure2. Project area. (Based on USG&hedral City antlyoma, Calif., 7.56quadrangle [USGS1978 1981])
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SETTING
CURRENT NATURAL SETTING

The City ofPalm Deserliesin the heart othe Coachella Valleya northwestsoutheast trending

desert valley that constitutes the western end of the Colorado Desert. Dictated by this geographic
setting, the climate and environment of the region are typidakesiouthern California desert

country, marked by extreme@stemperature and aridity. Temperatures in the region reach over 120
degreed-ahrenheitn summer, and dip to near freezing in winter. Average annual precipitation is
less than five inchesnd the average annual evagimn rate exceeds three feet.

Situatedon thenorthernedge of the Citythe irregularly shaped project as@nsistof two parcels
of undeveloped budisturbedand, in an aredhat is undergoing accelerategbsidential and
commercial developmeiiFigs. 3, 4). It is bounded byGerald Fordrive onthenortheast
Technology Driveon thesouheast College Driveon thesouthwestand aothervacantiot onthe
northwest Land use in thenmediate areas dominated byetail establishmentand medical offices
with residentiaheighborhoods and gold courses further away in all directions.

The ground surface in the project ahes beemrleared, graded, and thoroughly disturbate2005
2006(Google Eartt2005 2006, leaving little vestige of the native ldscape.Currently there are
two retention basins on the property, in the northeast and southeast coiveterrainis relatively
level, with elevatiors that range arourtb0-190feet aboveneansea levebhndaslightincline to the
northwest The surface sois are composed mainly @find-blown fine-grainedsand Thescattered
vegetatiorremaining on the propertyonsiss primarily of small desert shrubs and grassesh as
tumbleweed and brittlebush

Figure4. Overview of the current natural setting of the project af@otgraphtakenon August15, 2022 view to the
northwes}



CULTURAL SETTING
Prehistoric Context

Numeraus investigations on the history of cultural development in southern California have led
researchers to propose a number of cultural chronologies for the desert regions. A specific cultural
sequence for the Colorado Desert wHsred by Schaefer (1994hdahe basis of the many
archaeological studies conducted in the area. The earliest time period identified is the Paleoindian
(ca. 8,000 to 10,0002,000 years ago), whésmall, mobile bandsof hunters and gatherers, who

relied on a variety of small aildrge game animals as well as wild plants for subsistence, roamed the
region (bid.:63). These small groups settf@h mesas and terraces overlooking larger washes
(ibid.:64). The artifact assemblage of that period typically consists of very simple stone tools,
ficleared circles, rock rings, [and] some geoglyph tyiesd.).

The Early Archaic Period follows and dates to ca. 8,000 to 4,000 years ago. It appears that a
decrease in population density occurred at this time and that the indigenous groups of the area relied
more on foraging than hunting. Very few archaeological remains have been identified to this time
period. The ensuing Late Archaic Period (ca. 4,000360 years ago) is characterized by

continued low population densities and groupéfleiibleo sizes that settled near available seasonal
food resources and relied 6opportunisti® hunting of game animals. Groundstone artifacts for

food processing werprominent during this time period. The most recent period in Sctaefer
scheme, the Late Prehistoric, dates from ca. 1,500 years ago to the time of ther8isaiosis and

saw the continuation of the seasonal settlement pattern. Peoples of theeh&®fe Period were
associated with the Patayan cultural pattern and relied more heavily on the availability of seasonal
fiwild plants and animal resourcg$Schaefer 1994:66). It was during this period that brown and

buff ware ceramics were introduceda the region.

The shores of Holocene Lake Cahuilla, during times of its presence, attracted much settlement and
resource procurement; but in times of the @aldesiccation around 1700, according to Schaefer
(1994:66), the Native people moved aviiym its receding shores towards rivers, streams, and
mountains. Numerous archaeological sites dating to this time period have been identified along the
shoreline of Holocene Lake Cahuilla. Testing and mitigative excavations at these sites have
recoveredrown and buff ware ceramics, a variety of groundstone and projectile point types,
ornaments, and cremations.

Ethnohistoric Context

The Coachella Valley is a historical center of Native American settlement, where U.S. surveyors
noted large numbers ofdian villages andancherias occupied by the Cahuilla people, in the mid
19thcentury.The origin of the name ACahuill ado i s unc¢
kawiya meaning master or boss (Bean 197B)e Takic-speakingCahuilla are genelig divided by
anthropologists into three groups, according to their geographic setting: the Pass Cahuilla of the San
Gorgonio Pas®alm Springs area, the Mountain Cahuilla of the San Jacinto and Santa Rosa
Mountains and the Cahuilla Valley, and the De€athuilla of the eastern Coachella Valley. The

basic written sources on Cahuilla culture and history include Kroeber (1925), Strong (1929), and

Bean (1978)based on information provided by such Cahuilla informants as Juan Siva, Francisco



Patencio, Kathéme Siva Saubel, and Mariano Saub&he following ethnohistoric discussion is
based primarily on these sources.

The Cahuilla did not have a single name that referred to-amchlkive tribal affiliation. Instead,
membership was in terms of lineageskans. Each lineage or clan belonged to one of two main
divisions of the people, known as moieti@$heir moieties were named for the Wildcat,Taktum,
andCoyote or Istam Members of clans in one moiety had to marry into clans from the other
moiety. Individual clans had villages, or central places, and territories they called their own, for
purposes of hunting gama&ndgatheringraw materials fofood, medicine, ritual, or tool useThey
interacted with other clans through trade, intermarriage,ceremonies.

Cahuillasubsistence wadefined by the surrounding landscape pritharily based orthe hunting

and gathering of wild and cultivated foods, exploitivegrly all of the resources available in a highly
developed seasonal mobility system. They were adapted to the arid conditions of the desert floor,
the lacustral cycles of Holocene Lake Cahuilla, and the environments of the nearby mountains.
When the l&e was full, or nearly full, the Cahuilla would take advantage of the resources presented
by the body of fresh watebuilding elaborate stone fish trap®nce the lake had desiccated, they
relied onthe available terrestrial resources. Theler tempeaturesandresources availabkst

higher eleviions in the nearby mountains were aisken advantage of.

The Cahuilladiet includedseeds, roots, wild fruits and berries, acorns, wild onions, pifion nuts, and
mesquite and screw bearidedicinal plants sth as creosote, California sagebrush, yerba buena and
elderberry were typically cultivated near villages (Bean and Saubel 1862)mon game animals
included deer, antelope, big horn sheep, rabbits, wood rats and, when Holocene LakeWaduilla
presentfish and waterfowl The Cahuilla hunted with throwing sticks, clubs, nets, trapdsnares,

as well as bows and arrow (Bean 19Z%RI 2002). Common tooiscluded manos and metates,
mortars and pestles, hammerstones, fire drills, awls, sst@ight@ers, and stone knives and
scrapers. These lithic tools were made from locaiiyrcedmaterial as well as matersghrocured
through trade or travel. They also used wood, horn, and bone spoons and stirrers; baskets for
winnowing, leaching, grinding, trsporting, parching, storing, and cooking; and pottery vessels for
carrying water, storage, cooking, and serving food and ditdidk )

As the landscape defined their subsistence practices, the tending and cultivation practices of the
Cahuilla helpedtsape the landscap@iological studies have recently found evidence that the fan
palms found in the Coachella Valley and throughout the southeastern California desert
(Washingtonidilifera) maynot be relics of palms from a paléopical environment, bdunstead a
relatively recent addition brought to the area and cultivated by native populations (Anderson 2005).
Cabhuilla oral tradition tells of a time before there were palms in the area, and how the people, birds,
and animals enjoyed the palm fruit enthad arrived (Bean and Saubel 1972).

The planting of palms by the Cahuilla is wdicumented, as is their enhancement of palm stands
through the practice of controlled burning (Bean and Saubel 1972; Anderson 2005). Burning palm
stands would incres fruit yield dramatically by eliminating pests such as the palm borer beetle,
date scales, and spider mites (Bean and Saubel 1972). Firing palmpstusaged oubdf-control
wildfires by eliminating dead undergrowth before it accumulated to dangenais. The Cahuilla



also burned stands of chia to produce higher yields, and deergrass to yield straighter, more abundant
stalks for basketryBean and Saubel 1972; Anderson 2005).

Population data prior to European contact is almost impossible o dina estimates range from

3,600 to as high as 10,000 persoasering a territory of over 2,400 square miles. During the 19th
century,the Cahuilla population was decimated as a result of European diseases, most notably
smallpox, for which the Nativegoples had no immunity. Today, Native Americans of Pass or

Desert Cahuilla heritage are mostly affiliated with one or more of the Indian reservations in and near
the Coachella Valley, including Morongo, Agua Caliente, Cabazon, Torres Martinez, and Aeigusti
There has been a resurgence of traditional ceremonies in recent years, and the language, songs, and
stories are now being taught to the youngest generations.

Historic Context

In 18231825, José Romero, José Maria Estudillo, and Romualdo Pacheco became the first noted
European explorers to travel through the Coachella Valley when they led a series of expeditions in
search of a route to Yuma (Johnston 198-A9p Due to its hah environment, few nelmdians

ventured into the desert valley during the Mexican and early American periods, except those who
traveled along the established trails. The most important of these trails was the Cocomaricopa Trall,
an ancient Indian tradingute that wasgdiscoveredin 1862 by William David Bradshaw and

known after that as the Bradshaw Trail (Gunther 1984:71; Ross 1992:25). In much of the Coachella
Valley, this historic wagon road traversed a similar course to that of pidsgstate Rote111.

During the 18604.870s, the Bradshaw Trail served as the main thoroughfare between coastal
southern California and the Colorado River, until the completion of the Southern Pacific Railroad in
18761877 brought an end to its heyday (Johnston 11585:

Non-Indian settlement in the Coachella Valley began in the 1870s with the establishment of railroad
stations along the Southern PacRailroad andspread further in the 1880s after public land was
opened for claims under the Homestead Act, theeBésnd Act, and other federal land laws

(Laflin 1998:3536; Robinson 1948:16971). Farming became the dominant economic activity in

the valley thanks to the development of underground water sources, often in the form of artesian
wells. Around the turof the century, the date palm was introduced into the Coachella Valley, and
by the late 1910s dates were the main agricultural crop and the tree an iconic image celebrating the
region as théArabia of America (Shields Date Gardens 1957). Then, staiitinigpe 1920s, a new
industry featuring equestrian camps, resorts, hotels, and eventually country clubs began to spread
throughout the Coachella Valley, transforming it into southern CalifGpigemier winter retreat.

The modern community of Palm Desert is located in the general vicinity of Sand Hole, an unreliable
water hole on the Cocomaricegaadshaw Trail that has since vanished into obscurity (Johnston
1987:120). The community was founded in 19486 by three lmthers, Randall, Clifford, and Phil
Henderson, who organized the Palm Desert Corporation to promote their new desert town (Gunther
1984:373374). Following the footsteps of Palm Springs and dibeve communitiesalong

Highway 111, such as Rancho Miraged La Quinta, Palm Desert soon joined the ranks of winter
resort towns favored by the rich and famous of the era, characterized by country clubs and golf
courses. The Palm Desert post office was established in 1947, and in 1973, after four unsuccessful
attempts, the community was officially incorporated as the 17th city in Riverside Cadudty3{74).



More recently, growth has been focused on new residential and commercial development, the latter
concentrated mostly along the égymost widely used troughfaresState Routd 11 and Interstate
Highway 10.

RESEARCH METHODS
RECORDS SEARCH

Thehistorical/archaeological resources records sesgohicefor this studywasprovidedby the
Eastern Information Center (EIC) of the California Historical Resources Informatitensys
During therecordssearchEIC staff examinedmapsandrecords on file for previously identified
cultural resources and existing cultural resources reports witine-mile radius of therojectarea.
Previouslyidentified culturalresourcesncludepropertiedesignatecsCalifornia Historical
LandmarksPointsof Historical Interest,or RiversideCountyHistoric Landmarksaswell asthose
listedin the NationalRegisterof Historic Placesthe CaliforniaRegisterof Historical Resourcesor
the CaliforniaHistorical Resourcesnventory;,

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND RESEARCH

Historical background research for this study w@sductecoy CRM TECHprincipal investigator/
historian BaifiTomo Tang Sources consulted during the research included published literature in
local and regional history, historical maps of Bem Deserarea, and aeri@atellitephotographs of

the project vicinity. Among the maps consulted were U.S. General Land (@li€2) land survey

plat maps dated 1856 akdBSGStopographic maps dated 0979, which are accessible at the
websites of the U.S. Bureau of Land Management and the USGS. The aerial and satellite images,
taken between T2 and 2@1, are availablat the websites ahe Nationwide Environmental Title
Research (NETR) Onlinand through the Google Earth software.

NATIVE AMERICAN PARTICIPATION

OnJuly 13, 2022, CRM TECH submitted a written request to the Sta@abfornia Native

American Heritage Commission (NAHC) for a records search in the comn@sSaored Lands

File. In the meantime, CRM TECH also contacted the neAdwya Caliente Band of Cahuilla
Indiansby electronic maifor information on potential NativAmerican cultural resources in the
project vicinity and tonvite tribal participation in th@archaeologicalield survey In light of AB 52
requirement for future governmeta-government consultations to be initiated by the City of Palm
Desert, other Cahuilla tes in and around the Coachella Valley region were not contacted during
this study.

FIELD SURVEY

OnAugustl15, 2022, CRM TECHarchaeologisDaniel Ballestecarried outhefield survey of the
project areavith the assistance of Native American monhNcole Raslich of the Agua Caliente
Band of Cahuilla IndiansThe surveywas conducted on foot at an intensive level by walking a
series ofparallel northsouthtransectspacedl5 metes (approxmately 50 feet)apart. In this way,



the ground surface in the project area was systematicallglaselyexamined for any evidence of
human activities dating to the prehistoric or historic period (i.e., 50 years or d@le@g)nd visibility
was excellent§0-100%) due tolack of any significanwvegetation growth on the property.

RESULTS AND FINDINGS
RECORDS SEARCH

According to EIC records, the project area hat been surveyeslystematicallyfor cultural
resource®rior to this studyand no cultural resourcesdiaeen recorded within or adjaden its
boundaries.Outside of project boundaries buithn the onemile scope of the records seaf&iC
recordsindicateover 30previous studiesompleted between I8 and 2Q8 on various tracts of land
and linear featuresncludinganadjacenpropertyto thenortheastcarried out by CRM TECH in
2013 Thesepaststudiesidentifiedfour historicalarchaeologicasitesand two isolates (i.e.,
localities with less than three artifactgithin the onemile radius as listed in Table.1

One of thes&nowncultural resources wasehistoricin origin. Isolate 3312698 discoverd over
half a mile to the soutltorsisted oftwo artifactsa single Tezon brownware sherd and a granitic
mano fragmentThe other five cultural resourcdated to the historic peripthcludingthe Southern
Pacific (now Union Pacific) Railroathe San Cayetano (Bell) Ranc¢he site of the Thousand
Palms dry camp and siding, avnarious refuse itemsNone of these seven localities were found in
the immediate vicinity of the current projecea, the nearesines being nearly a Hahile away
along the Union Pacific RailroadVith no potential to receive any impact from the project as
proposednone of thessitesor isolategequirefurther consideration during this study.

Table 1. Previously Recorded Cultural Resources within the Scope of tiRecords Search
ResourceNo. Recordedby Description
33-003439 Arkush1990; Ashkar et al. 1999 | Site of Thousand Palms dry camp and siding
33-005619 Warnerl19& San Cayetano (B¢lRanch 1932
33-009498 Various SoutherrPacific Railroad
33-012698 Doan and Hogan 1993 Isolate:brownware sherd argtanitic mano fragment
33015432 Eckhardt 2006 Isolate blue glass insulator
33024269 Goodwin2015 Glass fragmensgcatter

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND RESEARCH

Historical sources consulted for this stuydgldedno evidence of any settlement or development
activitieswithin or adjacent tohe project arethroughout the historic perigéigs. 6-9). Prior tothe
completionof the Southern Pacific Railroaid 1876-1877, nohumanmade features of any kind
wereknown to be present in the project vicinity (&g, 7). By the mid20th century, theextensive
agricultural activities had become evident atBlae Bell Rancho the northeast of the project
location aaoss theSouthern Pacific Railroaahd U.S. Highway60/70/99, the forerunner obdays
Interstate Highway 1(Figs. 8, 9).

By the early 1970scatteredesidentiadevelopmenbegan to emerge the southwesif the
project locationwhile farming operationsontinued at least into the mi®90s, mostly to the north



Figure5. Previous cultural resources studies within the scope of the records search, listed by EIC file number. Location
of historical/archaeologicaksourcesre not shown as a protective measure.
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