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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Quad Knopf, Inc. (QK) has prepared this Biological Analysis Report (BAR) to evaluate the 
potential for sensitive biological resources to be impacted by the construction of the Iron 
Ridge I and Iron Ridge II subdivision projects (Project) within the City of Visalia, Tulare 
County, California. 

The proposed project is located on the Central Valley floor in East Tulare County, California, 
two miles northeast of the Highway 99 and State Route 198 intersection. D.R. Horton, 
!ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ "ÕÉÌÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ !ÐÐÌÉÃÁÎÔ  ÐÒÏÐÏÓÅÓ ÔÏ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐ ÁÐÐÒÏØÉÍÁÔÅÌÙ υπ ÁÃÒÅÓ to create 
residential lots and the appurtenant infrastructure consistent with the General Plan 
designation of Residential Low Density. Along the adjacent Shirk Street, a ten-foot-wide 
landscape strip with masonry wall and required building setbacks will serve as the buffer 
between residential development and Shirk Street as required by the of Visalia City 
Municipal Code.   A 3.82-acre linear park will extend across the north edge of the Project site 
which will include an approximately 2,000-foot public trail with exercise stations.  

A database review and reconnaissance site visit were completed by QK Environmental 
Scientists to characterize existing conditions and determine the potential for special-status 
species and other sensitive biological resources to occur on-site that may be impacted by the 
Project. 

The sensitive biological resource database and literature search identified four (4) natural 
communities, 21 plant species, and 34 animal species with potential to occur on the Project. 
Of those, all but three animal species were eliminated from consideration due to lack of 
habitat or otherwise unsuitable conditions. No special plant species or natural communities 
are expected to occur on or near the Project area. 

Direct and indirect impacts of the Project to these and other potentially occurring species 
could include injury or mortality of individuals and loss of habitat. Avoidance minimization 
measures are recommended which, when implemented, would reduce Project impacts to 
biological resources to less than significant levels.  
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SECTION 1 - INTRODUCTION 

Quad Knopf, Inc. (QK) has prepared this Biological Analysis Report (BAR) to evaluate the 
potential for sensitive biological resources to be impacted by the construction of the Iron 
Ridge I and Iron Ridge II subdivision projects (Project) within the City of Visalia, Tulare 
County, California.  

1.1 - Project Location 

The Iron Ridge Project is a 50.31-acre residential development project proposed to be 
constructed within the City of Visalia. The Project is located two miles northeast of the 
Highway 99 and State Route 198 intersection, west of North  Shirk Road, east of Road 88, and 
0.25 miles south of W Goshen Avenue (Figures 1-1 and 1-2). The Project is within Section 
28, Township 18S, Range 24E, Mount Diablo Base and Meridian.  

1.2 - Project Description 

$Ȣ2Ȣ (ÏÒÔÏÎȟ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ "ÕÉÌÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ !ÐÐÌÉÃÁÎÔ  ÐÒÏÐÏÓÅÓ ÔÏ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐ ÁÐÐÒÏØÉÍÁÔÅÌÙ υπ ÁÃÒÅÓ 
to create residential lots and the appurtenant infrastructure consistent with the City of 
Visalia General Plan designation of Residential Low Density. The approximate density is 4.73 
dwelling units per gross acre. The Project proposed to remove the Very Low Density 
Residential (and subsequent R-1-20 zone) and replace it with Low Density Residential (R-1-
5 zone) in order to create a homogenous neighborhood. The Project will be built in two 
Phases (Phase I and Phase II). 

Phase I includes the 10-acre parcel in the northeast of the Project site and will include the 
construction of 41 residential lots, and Phase II includes the 40-acre parcel to the west and 
will include the construction of 197 residential lots. Along the adjacent Shirk Street and Road 
88, ten-foot-wide landscape strips with masonry wall and required building setbacks will 
serve as buffers between residential development and Shirk Street and Road 88. A 3.82-acre 
linear park will extend across the north edge of the Project site which will include an 
approximately 2,000-foot public trail with exercise stations. The linear park and adjacent 
light industrial properties  to the north will be separated by a 6-foot block wall as required 
ÂÙ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ -ÕÎÉÃÉÐÁÌ #ÏÄÅȢ  

1.3 - Purpose, Goals, and Objectives 

The purpose of this BAR is to identify where potential special-status biological resources 
may occur within the Project site, determine how those resources may be impacted by the 
proposed Project, and recommend avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures to 
reduce the potential for impact to those resources to a less than significant level. This BAR 
has been prepared to support an analysis of biological conditions as required by the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Information contained in this BAR would, at 
least partially, support an analysis of project effects required by the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) and to support regulatory permit applications, if needed. 
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 Figure 1-1 
Regional Map 

Iron Ridge, Visalia, California 
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 Figure 1-2 
Project Location Map 

Iron Ridge, Visalia, California 
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