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Notice of Exemption Appendix E
To: Office of Planning and Research From: (Public Agency): CA Department of Transportation
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 500 S. Main Street
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 .
Bishop, CA 93514
County Clerk
County of: Kern (Address)

Project Title: District 9 Middle-Mile Broadband Network Project #29

Project Applicant: Caltrans District 9

Project Location - Specific:
Project 29 - State Route 58 between post miles (PM) 111.119/140.333

Project Location - City: N/A Project Location - County: Kern
Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:

This project would include the installation of approximately 28.8 miles of broadband infrastructure in eastern Kern County. This project will support a middle-mile network as
part of a statewide commitment to deliver 3,000 miles of broadband infrastructure within the State Highway System (SHS). Work will include the installation of subsurface
Broadband conduit and fiber as well as the installation of underground vaults approximately every 2,500 feet. All work will take place within 30-feet of Caltrans rights-of-way.
The areas of project impact in most areas will be limited to the existing paved surfaces, disturbed shoulders, and maintained Caltrans right-of-way

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Caltrans District 9
Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Caltrans District 9

Exempt Status: (check one):
O Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
O Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
OO0 Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
O Categorical Exemption. State type and section number:
Statutory Exemptions. State code number: Public Resources Code section 21080.51

Reasons why project is exempt:

In July 2021, Governor Gavin Newsom signed into law Senate Bill 156 to create an
open access middle-mile network to bring equitable high-speed broadband service to
all Californians.

Lead Agency
Contact Person: Molly Trauscht Area Code/Telephone/Extension: 760-874-8271

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project? Yes - No

Signature: %;@W Date: 11/28/2023 Title: Environmental Scientist

« Signed by Lead Agency = Signed by Applicant

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date Received for filing at OPR:
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.

Revised 2011
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