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Notice of Exemption Appendix E

To: Office of Planning and Research From: (Public Agency): City of Folsom
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044

County Clerk
County of: Sacramento (Address)

Project Title: City Of Folsom Class | Trail Connection

Project Applicant: City of Folsom

Project Location - Specific:

38.6839038, -121.1378105; 38.6681869, -121.1474325; 38.6829984, -121.1449255

Project Location - City:  F0lsom Project Location - County: Sacramento
Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:

The City of Folsom (City) is proposing to construct three trail connections that would fill important gaps in the City' s 60-mile trail network and provide safety improvements for trail users. The City of Folsom Class | Trail Connection Project (proposed project) is
envisioned as part of the City' s Active Transportation Plan (ATP) adopted in June 2022. The Willow Creek Drive and McFarland Drive Connections are located along the Oak Parkway Trail and the East Bidwell Street Connection is located along the
Humbug-Willow Creek Trail,

A description of each of these trail connections is provided below. Although these connections are being undertaken as a single project by the City, they are referred to separately as Trail Connections 1, 2, and 3 in the description below and later in the
analysis, as it applies.

1. Willow Creek Drive Connection: is an 800-foot-long Class | trail that would connect the existing Oak Parkway Trail to Willow Creek Drive. The trail alignment runs through open annual grasslands and is currently used for disk golf activities. Cyclists and
pedestrians currently share a narrow 4-foot wide, nonstandard trail through BT Collins Park, which creates unnecessary conflicts. The project would remove the existing 4-foot-wide nonstandard trail and complete the remaining 800 feet of trail to connect with

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: City of Folsom
Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: City Of Folsom

Exempt Status: (check one):
O Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
O Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
OO0 Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: Class 32
O Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

Reasons why project is exempt:

On the basis of this initial evaluation: | find that the proposed project does not fall under any of the
exceptions to the use of Categorical Exemptions per CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 and qualifies
for a Class 32 Categorical Exemption under CEQA Guidelines Section 1532).

Lead Agency .
Contact Person: Brett Bollinger Area Code/Telephone/Extension: (916) 461-6632

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.

2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?  Yes No
Signature: _Brett Bollinger Date: 06/08/2023 Title:  Senior Trails Planner
« Signed by Lead Agency Signed by Applicant
Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date Received for filing at OPR:

Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.

Revised 2011
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A description of each of these trail connections is provided below. Although these connections are being undertaken as a single project by the City, they are referred to separately as Trail Connections 1, 2, and 3 in the description below and later in the analysis, as it applies.



1. Willow Creek Drive Connection: is an 800-foot-long Class I trail that would connect the existing Oak Parkway Trail to Willow Creek Drive. The trail alignment runs through open annual grasslands and is currently used for disk golf activities. Cyclists and pedestrians currently share a narrow 4-foot wide, nonstandard trail through BT Collins Park, which creates unnecessary conflicts. The project would remove the existing 4-foot-wide nonstandard trail and complete the remaining 800 feet of trail to connect with the existing Willow Creek Drive crosswalk and provide a wider, safer Class I trail in compliance with City standards. The train connection would not interfere or conflict with the existing disk golf goals.



2. East Bidwell Street Connection: is a 290-foot-long Class I trail that extends through an oak woodland and would connect the Humbug-Willow Creek Trail to an existing Class II bike lane at East Bidwell Street. This trail connection involves a raised modular bridge supported by piers, parallel to the existing inactive rail tracks.  The trail would be installed with a 10’ offset buffer (8’ minimum per City requirements) from the existing rail tracks and railroad grade. This trail connection has been designed to avoid direct and indirect effects on the existing rail tracks and associated grade which could be considered a sensitive historic resource. The trail design for this connection includes pedestrian fencing and elevating the proposed trail above local flooding conditions from the adjacent creek.  To the greatest extent possible, construction activities would minimize direct and indirect effects on adjacent native oak trees.



3. McFarland Drive Connection: is a 200-foot-long Class I trail that runs through grasslands and would connect the Oak Parkway Trail to McFarland Drive for the neighborhood south of the trail corridor. Currently, pedestrians, cyclists, and maintenance vehicles use an unpaved access to the trail.  This project will provide a resilient trail connection for all users.
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