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July 12, 2023 
 
 
Torie F. Gibson, Ed.D., Superintendent  
Amador County Unified School District  
217 Rex Avenue 
Jackson, CA 95642 

Notice of Preparation 
Amador County Unified 
School District  
SCH 2023060568 
 

 
Dear Dr. Gibson:  
 
Caltrans appreciates the opportunity to review and respond to the Amador County 
Unified School District (ACUSD) Notice of Preparation for the proposed School 
Consolidation project, affecting ACUSD’s school campuses, including Amador High 
School, Sutter School, Jackson Junior High School, Ione Elementary School, Jackson 
Elementary School, and the Sutter Creek Elementary School. 
 
ACUSD provides preschool through 12th grade and adult education services to Amador 
County. The ACUSD is considering a program to consolidate eight schools onto six 
campuses. Sutter Creek Primary School and Ione Elementary School will be closed for 
later disposition. 
 
ACUSD proposes to combine Amador High School (HS) and Argonaut HS at Argonaut 
HS. This would change the enrollment capacity from 925 students to 1,325 students; the 
school would continue to serve grades 9 through 12. This campus would have site and 
building improvements to accommodate the increase in enrollment including adding 
a two-story 10-classroom building (with 4 science labs and 6 standard classrooms), 
relocate 5 portable classrooms from Jackson Junior HS and Ione Elementary School to 
this campus, convert 2 preschool classrooms to regular classrooms, convert a 
classroom for counseling office, renovate and expand the kitchen, and renovate and 
expand gymnasium locker rooms. The campus would have a new parent drop-off, 
new access road connecting to Stony Creek Road, and accessibility compliance 
improvements throughout the campus. 
 
Also proposed is to combine Ione Junior HS and Jackson Junior HS at Amador HS. This 
change would not affect the enrollment capacity (875 students) of the campus nor 
the number of teaching stations (35 teaching stations). The campuses would serve 
grades 7 through 8 instead teaching stations (35 teaching stations).  
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Also proposed is to relocate Ione Elementary School to Ione Junior HS and would add 
preschool and transitional kindergarten (TK), and grades 1 through 5, to the campus. 
This would change the enrollment capacity of the campus from 775 students serving 
grades 6 through 8 to 801 students serving preschool and grades TK through 6. This 
campus would also have site and building improvements to accommodate the 
increase in enrollment including adding 2 new classroom buildings and playground for 
preschool, TK, and Extending Learning; convert science labs to kindergarten 
classrooms; and convert restrooms to kindergarten restrooms. Also planned is 
expanding the parent drop-off/pick-up areas, the kindergarten drop-off area, the 
kitchen, and construct a new play structure and hardcourt areas. 
 
Jackson Junior HS would be converted into the County Preschool Center. This would 
change the enrollment capacity and grade levels from 475 students in grades 6 
through 8 to 195 preschool and transitional kindergarten students. The number of 
teaching stations would decrease from 19 to 15. Restrooms and fountains would be 
converted to age-appropriate fixtures. 
 
ASUCD would add 6th grade to Jackson Elementary School. The enrollment capacity 
of 575 students and 23 teaching stations would remain the same. 
 
Expansion is planned for Sutter Creek Elementary School to create a TK through 6th 
grade campus. This would increase the enrollment capacity from 325 students in 
grades TK through 2 to 625 students in grades TK through 6. To accommodate the 
increase in students, a new classroom building with 12 classrooms and a lunch shelter 
would be constructed. 
 
The project areas include Amador City, Ione, Jackson, Plymouth, Sutter Creek, and 
unincorporated regions within the County.   
 
Caltrans at this time has the following comments: 
 
Environmental 
If any construction-related activities encroach into Caltrans Right of Way (ROW), the 
project proponent must apply for an Encroachment Permit to the Caltrans District 10 
Encroachment Permit Office. All California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
documentation, with supporting technical studies, must be submitted with the 
Encroachment Permit Application. These studies will analyze potential impacts to any 
cultural sites, historic properties, biological resources, hazardous waste locations, scenic 
highways, and/or other environmental resources within Caltrans ROW at the project 
site(s). 
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Hydrology 
We request to review the pre- and post-construction runoff calculations and drainage 
plans to understand flow patterns. Once drainage plans and calculations are submitted 
for Argonaut High School, Ione Jr. High School, and Sutter Creek Elementary School 
improvements, additional review will be done.   
 
Traffic Operations 
Senate Bill 743 is changing the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) analysis of 
transportation impacts. It requires local land use projects to provide a safe 
transportation system, reduce per capita Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT), increase 
accessibility by mode share of bicycle, pedestrian, and transit travel, and reduce 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. VMT reduction is necessary to meet the statewide 
GHG. Caltrans recommends VMT per capital thresholds are 15% below existing regional 
VMT per capita. A Traffic Impact Study (TIS) will need to include VMT analysis (including 
induced travel demand) to determine the significance of those impacts and identify 
potential mitigation measures. Caltrans also recommends the establishment of 
programs or methods to reduce VMT and support appropriate bicycle, pedestrian, and 
transit infrastructure. 
  
This project may significantly change traffic patterns. Thus, a VMT study will be required 
for CEQA analysis. The VMT study should include VMT mitigation measures. Some 
possible VMT mitigation measures include school buses, shuttle buses, transit bus 
programs, and bike & pedestrian facility improvement that promotes walking & biking 
to school. 
 
 In addition to the VMT analysis, the proposed project needs to conduct the queue 

analysis at the intersections of State Route (SR) 49/Hoffman St, SR 49/Sutter St, and 
SR 88/Argonaut Lane to analyze the potential safety impacts of the project, as it 
may significantly change the traffic patterns. The queue analysis will determine if 
any left-turn/right-turn storages at these intersections can accommodate 
additional traffic generated from the proposed project.   
 

 The queue analysis, at minimum, needs to provide the following: 
· Existing turning movement traffic count, including pedestrians/students (AM & PM 

peaks) 
· Trip generation and trip distribution of the proposed project, including the 

estimation of the number of students who will use crosswalks at SR 49/Hoffman 
St, SR 49/Sutter St, and SR 88/Argonaut Lane 

· Synchro/SimTraffic analysis  
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Caltrans suggest Amador County and ACUSD continue to coordinate and consult with 
Caltrans to identify and address potential cumulative transportation impacts that may 
occur from this project and other developments near this location. This will assist Caltrans 
in ensuring that traffic safety and quality standards are maintained for the traveling 
public on existing and future state transportation facilities.

Encroachment Permits 
If any future project activities encroach into Caltrans ROW, the project proponent must 
submit an application for an Encroachment Permit to the Caltrans District 10 
Encroachment Permit Office. Appropriate environmental studies must be submitted with 
this application. These studies will include an analysis of potential impacts to any cultural 
sites, biological resources, hazardous waste locations, and/or other resources within 
Caltrans ROW at the project site(s). For more information, please visit the Caltrans 
Website at: https://dot.ca.gov/programs/traffic-operations/ep/applications

If you have any question or would like to discuss these comments, please contact Paul 
Bauldry at (209) 670-9488 (email: paul.bauldry@dot.ca.gov) or me at (209) 483-7234 
(email: Gregoria.Ponce@dot.ca.gov).

Sincerely, 

Gregoria Ponce’, Chief
Office of Rural Planning

c: Chuck Beatty, Director, Amador County Planning Department
     State Clearinghouse  

Sincerely, 

G i P ’ Chi f



 

 

Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board 

14 July 2023 
 
 
Jared Critchfield  
Amador County Unified School District  
217 Rex Avenue 

 

Jackson, CA 95642  
jcritchfield@acusd.org  

COMMENTS TO REQUEST FOR REVIEW FOR THE NOTICE OF PREPARATION 
FOR THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT, SCHOOL CLOSURE/  
CONSOLIDATION PROGRAM PROJECT, SCH#2023060568, AMADOR COUNTY 

Pursuant to the State Clearinghouse’s 21 June 2023 request, the Central Valley 
Regional Water Quality Control Board (Central Valley Water Board) has reviewed the 
Request for Review for the Notice of Preparation for the Draft Environmental Impact 
Report for the School Closure/Consolidation Program Project, located in Amador 
County.   

Our agency is delegated with the responsibility of protecting the quality of surface and 
groundwaters of the state; therefore, our comments will address concerns surrounding 
those issues. 

I. Regulatory Setting 

Basin Plan 
The Central Valley Water Board is required to formulate and adopt Basin Plans for 
all areas within the Central Valley region under Section 13240 of the Porter-Cologne 
Water Quality Control Act.  Each Basin Plan must contain water quality objectives to 
ensure the reasonable protection of beneficial uses, as well as a program of 
implementation for achieving water quality objectives with the Basin Plans.  Federal 
regulations require each state to adopt water quality standards to protect the public 
health or welfare, enhance the quality of water and serve the purposes of the Clean 
Water Act.  In California, the beneficial uses, water quality objectives, and the 
Antidegradation Policy are the State’s water quality standards.  Water quality 
standards are also contained in the National Toxics Rule, 40 CFR Section 131.36, 
and the California Toxics Rule, 40 CFR Section 131.38. 

The Basin Plan is subject to modification as necessary, considering applicable laws, 
policies, technologies, water quality conditions and priorities. The original Basin 
Plans were adopted in 1975, and have been updated and revised periodically as 
required, using Basin Plan amendments.  Once the Central Valley Water Board has 
adopted a Basin Plan amendment in noticed public hearings, it must be approved by 
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the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board), Office of 
Administrative Law (OAL) and in some cases, the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency (USEPA).  Basin Plan amendments only become effective after 
they have been approved by the OAL and in some cases, the USEPA.  Every three 
(3) years, a review of the Basin Plan is completed that assesses the appropriateness 
of existing standards and evaluates and prioritizes Basin Planning issues.  For more 
information on the Water Quality Control Plan for the Sacramento and San Joaquin 
River Basins, please visit our website: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water_issues/basin_plans/ 

Antidegradation Considerations 
All wastewater discharges must comply with the Antidegradation Policy (State Water 
Board Resolution 68-16) and the Antidegradation Implementation Policy contained in 
the Basin Plan.  The Antidegradation Implementation Policy is available on page 74 
at:  
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water_issues/basin_plans/sacsjr_2018
05.pdf 

In part it states: 

Any discharge of waste to high quality waters must apply best practicable treatment 
or control not only to prevent a condition of pollution or nuisance from occurring, but 
also to maintain the highest water quality possible consistent with the maximum 
benefit to the people of the State. 

This information must be presented as an analysis of the impacts and potential 
impacts of the discharge on water quality, as measured by background 
concentrations and applicable water quality objectives. 

The antidegradation analysis is a mandatory element in the National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System and land discharge Waste Discharge Requirements 
(WDRs) permitting processes.  The environmental review document should evaluate 
potential impacts to both surface and groundwater quality. 

II. Permitting Requirements 

Construction Storm Water General Permit 
Dischargers whose project disturb one or more acres of soil or where projects 
disturb less than one acre but are part of a larger common plan of development that 
in total disturbs one or more acres, are required to obtain coverage under the 
General Permit for Storm Water Discharges Associated with Construction and Land 
Disturbance Activities (Construction General Permit), Construction General Permit 
Order No. 2009-0009-DWQ.  Construction activity subject to this permit includes 
clearing, grading, grubbing, disturbances to the ground, such as stockpiling, or 
excavation, but does not include regular maintenance activities performed to restore 
the original line, grade, or capacity of the facility.  The Construction General Permit 
requires the development and implementation of a Storm Water Pollution Prevention 
Plan (SWPPP).  For more information on the Construction General Permit, visit the 
State Water Resources Control Board website at: 

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water_issues/basin_plans/
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Clean Water Act Section 404 Permit 
If the project will involve the discharge of dredged or fill material in navigable waters 
or wetlands, a permit pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act may be 
needed from the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE).  If a Section 404 
permit is required by the USACE, the Central Valley Water Board will review the 
permit application to ensure that discharge will not violate water quality standards.  If 
the project requires surface water drainage realignment, the applicant is advised to 
contact the Department of Fish and Game for information on Streambed Alteration 
Permit requirements.  If you have any questions regarding the Clean Water Act 
Section 404 permits, please contact the Regulatory Division of the Sacramento 
District of USACE at (916) 557-5250.   

Clean Water Act Section 401 Permit – Water Quality Certification 
If an USACE permit (e.g., Non-Reporting Nationwide Permit, Nationwide Permit, 
Letter of Permission, Individual Permit, Regional General Permit, Programmatic 
General Permit), or any other federal permit (e.g., Section 10 of the Rivers and 
Harbors Act or Section 9 from the United States Coast Guard), is required for this 
project due to the disturbance of waters of the United States (such as streams and 
wetlands), then a Water Quality Certification must be obtained from the Central 
Valley Water Board prior to initiation of project activities.  There are no waivers for 
401 Water Quality Certifications.  For more information on the Water Quality 
Certification, visit the Central Valley Water Board website at:  
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water_issues/water_quality_certificatio
n/ 

Waste Discharge Requirements – Discharges to Waters of the State 
If USACE determines that only non-jurisdictional waters of the State (i.e., “non-
federal” waters of the State) are present in the proposed project area, the proposed 
project may require a Waste Discharge Requirement (WDR) permit to be issued by 
Central Valley Water Board.  Under the California Porter-Cologne Water Quality 
Control Act, discharges to all waters of the State, including all wetlands and other 
waters of the State including, but not limited to, isolated wetlands, are subject to 
State regulation.   For more information on the Waste Discharges to Surface Water 
NPDES Program and WDR processes, visit the Central Valley Water Board website 
at:https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water_issues/waste_to_surface_wat
er/ 

Projects involving excavation or fill activities impacting less than 0.2 acre or 400 
linear feet of non-jurisdictional waters of the state and projects involving dredging 
activities impacting less than 50 cubic yards of non-jurisdictional waters of the state 
may be eligible for coverage under the State Water Resources Control Board Water 
Quality Order No. 2004-0004-DWQ (General Order 2004-0004).  For more 
information on the General Order 2004-0004, visit the State Water Resources 
Control Board website at: 

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/stormwater/constpermits.shtml
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/stormwater/constpermits.shtml
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4/wqo/wqo2004-0004.pdf 

Dewatering Permit 
If the proposed project includes construction or groundwater dewatering to be 
discharged to land, the proponent may apply for coverage under State Water Board 
General Water Quality Order (Low Threat General Order) 2003-0003 or the Central 
Valley Water Board’s Waiver of Report of Waste Discharge and Waste Discharge 
Requirements (Low Threat Waiver) R5-2018-0085.  Small temporary construction 
dewatering projects are projects that discharge groundwater to land from excavation 
activities or dewatering of underground utility vaults.  Dischargers seeking coverage 
under the General Order or Waiver must file a Notice of Intent with the Central 
Valley Water Board prior to beginning discharge. 

For more information regarding the Low Threat General Order and the application 
process, visit the Central Valley Water Board website at: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_decisions/adopted_orders/water_quality/2003/
wqo/wqo2003-0003.pdf 

For more information regarding the Low Threat Waiver and the application process, 
visit the Central Valley Water Board website at: 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/board_decisions/adopted_orders/waiv
ers/r5-2018-0085.pdf 

Limited Threat General NPDES Permit 
If the proposed project includes construction dewatering and it is necessary to 
discharge the groundwater to waters of the United States, the proposed project will 
require coverage under a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
permit.  Dewatering discharges are typically considered a low or limited threat to 
water quality and may be covered under the General Order for Limited Threat 
Discharges to Surface Water (Limited Threat General Order).  A complete Notice of 
Intent must be submitted to the Central Valley Water Board to obtain coverage under 
the Limited Threat General Order.  For more information regarding the Limited 
Threat General Order and the application process, visit the Central Valley Water 
Board website at: 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/board_decisions/adopted_orders/gene
ral_orders/r5-2016-0076-01.pdf  

NPDES Permit 
If the proposed project discharges waste that could affect the quality of surface 
waters of the State, other than into a community sewer system, the proposed project 
will require coverage under a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) permit. A complete Report of Waste Discharge must be submitted with the 
Central Valley Water Board to obtain a NPDES Permit.  For more information 
regarding the NPDES Permit and the application process, visit the Central Valley 
Water Board website at: https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/help/permit/ 
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If you have questions regarding these comments, please contact me at (916) 464-4684 
or Peter.Minkel2@waterboards.ca.gov.   

 

Peter Minkel 
Engineering Geologist 

cc: State Clearinghouse unit, Governor’s Office of Planning and Research, 
Sacramento  



State of California – Natural Resources Agency  GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE     CHARLTON H. BONHAM, Director       
North Central Region 
1701 Nimbus Road, Suite A 
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670-4599 
916-358-2900 
www.wildlife.ca.gov 

   

 

 
July 18, 2023 
 
Jared Critchfield 
Amador County Unified School District 
217 Rex Ave 
Jackson, CA 95642 
jcritchfield@acusd.org 
 
 
Subject: School Closure/Consolidation Program Project - DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL 

IMPACT REPORT (DEIR) 
SCH# 2023060568 

Dear Jared Critchfield: 

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) received and reviewed the 
Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) from Amador County 
Unified School District (ACUSD) for the School Closure/Consolidation Program Project 
(Project) in Amador County pursuant the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
statute and guidelines.1  

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments and recommendations regarding 
those activities involved in the Project that may affect California fish, wildlife, plants and 
their habitats. Likewise, we appreciate the opportunity to provide comments regarding 
those aspects of the Project that CDFW, by law, may need to exercise its own 
regulatory authority under the Fish and Game Code (Fish & G. Code). 

CDFW ROLE 

CDFW is California’s Trustee Agency for fish and wildlife resources and holds those 
resources in trust by statute for all the people of the State (Fish & G. Code, §§ 711.7, 
subd. (a) & 1802; Pub. Resources Code, § 21070; CEQA Guidelines § 15386, subd. (a).). 
CDFW, in its trustee capacity, has jurisdiction over the conservation, protection, and 
management of fish, wildlife, native plants, and habitat necessary for biologically 
sustainable populations of those species (Id., § 1802.). Similarly, for purposes of CEQA, 
CDFW provides, as available, biological expertise during public agency environmental 

 

1 CEQA is codified in the California Public Resources Code in section 21000 et seq.  The “CEQA Guidelines” are 

found in Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, commencing with section 15000. 
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review efforts, focusing specifically on projects and related activities that have the potential 
to adversely affect fish and wildlife resources. 

CDFW may also act as a Responsible Agency under CEQA. (Pub. Resources Code, § 
21069; CEQA Guidelines, § 15381.) CDFW expects that it may need to exercise 
regulatory authority as provided by the Fish and Game Code. As proposed, for 
example, the Project may be subject to CDFW’s lake and streambed alteration 
regulatory authority. (Fish & G. Code, § 1600 et seq.) Likewise, to the extent 
implementation of the Project as proposed may result in “take” as defined by State law 
of any species protected under the California Endangered Species Act (CESA) (Fish & 
G. Code, § 2050 et seq.), the project proponent may seek related take authorization as 
provided by the Fish and Game Code. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION SUMMARY 

The Project site is located within multiple cities and unincorporated county within 
Amador County. Approximate locations include but are not limited to Latitude: 
38.395007 and Longitude: -120.801066, Latitude: 38.349872 and Longitude: -
120.931149, Latitude: 38.398178 and Longitude: -120.810744, Latitude: 38.355873 and 
Longitude: -120.791500, Latitude: 38.348877 and Longitude: -120.935050, and 
Latitude: 38.352764 and Longitude: -120.778695. 

The Project consists of the consolidation of eight (8) schools onto six (6) campuses 
within the Amador County Unified School District (ACUSD). Sutter Creek Primary 
School and Ione Elementary School will be closed for later disposition. ACUSD 
proposes to combine Amador High School (HS) and Argonaut HS at Argonaut HS, 
combine Ione Junior HS and Jackson Junior HS at Amador HS, relocate Ione 
Elementary School to Ione Junior HS, convert Jackson Junior HS into the County 
Preschool Center, add 6th grade to Jackson Elementary School, and expand Sutter 
Creek Elementary School campus.  

COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

CDFW offers the comments and recommendations presented below to assist the 
ACUSD in adequately identifying and/or mitigating the Project’s significant, or potentially 
significant, impacts on biological resources. The comments and recommendations are 
also offered to enable CDFW to adequately review and comment on the proposed 
Project with respect to impacts on biological resources. CDFW recommends that the 
forthcoming EIR address the following: 

Project Description 

The Project description should include the whole action as defined in the CEQA 
Guidelines § 15378 and should include appropriate detailed exhibits disclosing the 
Project area including temporary impacted areas such as equipment stage area, spoils 
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areas, adjacent infrastructure development, staging areas and access and haul roads if 
applicable. 

As required by § 15126.6 of the CEQA Guidelines, the EIR should include an 
appropriate range of reasonable and feasible alternatives that would attain most of the 
basic Project objectives and avoid or minimize significant impacts to resources under 
CDFW's jurisdiction. 

Assessment of Biological Resources 

Section 15125(c) of the CEQA Guidelines states that knowledge of the regional setting 
of a project is critical to the assessment of environmental impacts and that special 
emphasis should be placed on environmental resources that are rare or unique to the 
region. To enable CDFW staff to adequately review and comment on the Project, the 
EIR should include a complete assessment of the flora and fauna within and adjacent to 
the Project footprint, with emphasis on identifying rare, threatened, endangered, and 
other sensitive species and their associated habitats. CDFW recommends the EIR 
specifically include: 

 
1. An assessment of all habitat types located within the Project footprint, and a map 

that identifies the location of each habitat type. CDFW recommends that floristic, 
alliance- and/or association-based mapping and assessment be completed 
following, The Manual of California Vegetation, second edition (Sawyer 2009). 
Adjoining habitat areas should also be included in this assessment where site 
activities could lead to direct or indirect impacts offsite. Habitat mapping at the 
alliance level will help establish baseline vegetation conditions. 

 
2. A general biological inventory of the fish, amphibian, reptile, bird, and mammal 

species that are present or have the potential to be present within each habitat 
type onsite and within adjacent areas that could be affected by the Project. 
CDFW recommends that the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB), as 
well as previous studies performed in the area, be consulted to assess the 
potential presence of sensitive species and habitats. A nine United States 
Geologic Survey 7.5-minute quadrangle search is recommended to determine 
what may occur in the region, larger if the Project area extends past one quad 
(see Data Use Guidelines on the Department webpage www.wildlife.ca.gov/ 
Data/CNDDB/Maps-and-Data). Please review the webpage for information on 
how to access the database to obtain current information on any previously 
reported sensitive species and habitat, including Significant Natural Areas 
identified under Chapter 12 of the Fish and Game Code, in the vicinity of the 
Project. CDFW recommends that CNDDB Field Survey Forms be completed and 
submitted to CNDDB to document survey results. Online forms can be obtained 
and submitted at: https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Submitting-Data. 

Please note that CDFW’s CNDDB is not exhaustive in terms of the data it 
houses, nor is it an absence database. CDFW recommends that it be used as a 
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starting point in gathering information about the potential presence of species 
within the general area of the Project site. Other sources for identification of 
species and habitats near or adjacent to the Project area should include, but may 
not be limited to, State and federal resource agency lists, California Wildlife 
Habitat Relationship System, California Native Plant Society Inventory, agency 
contacts, environmental documents for other projects in the vicinity, academics, 
and professional or scientific organizations. 

3. A complete and recent inventory of rare, threatened, endangered, and other 
sensitive species located within the Project footprint and within offsite areas with 
the potential to be affected, including California Species of Special Concern and 
California Fully Protected Species (Fish & G. Code § § 3511, 4700, 5050, and 
5515). Species to be addressed should include all those which meet the CEQA 
definition (CEQA Guidelines § 15380). The inventory should address seasonal 
variations in use of the Project area and should not be limited to resident species. 
The EIR should include the results of focused species-specific surveys, 
completed by a qualified biologist and conducted at the appropriate time of year 
and time of day when the sensitive species are active or otherwise identifiable. 
Species-specific surveys should be conducted in order to ascertain the presence 
of species with the potential to be directly, indirectly, on or within a reasonable 
distance of the Project activities. CDFW recommends the ACUSD rely on survey 
and monitoring protocols and guidelines available at: www.wildlife.ca.gov/ 
Conservation/Survey-Protocols. Alternative survey protocols may be warranted; 
justification should be provided to substantiate why an alternative protocol is 
necessary. Acceptable species-specific survey procedures should be developed 
in consultation with CDFW and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, where 
necessary. Some aspects of the Project may warrant periodic updated surveys 
for certain sensitive taxa, particularly if the Project is proposed to occur over a 
protracted time frame, or in phases, or if surveys are completed during periods of 
drought or deluge. 

 
4. A thorough, recent (within the last two years), floristic-based assessment of 

special-status plants and natural communities, following CDFW's Protocols for 
Surveying and Evaluating Impacts to Special Status Native Plant Populations 
and Natural Communities (see www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Plants). 

 
5. Information on the regional setting that is critical to an assessment of 

environmental impacts, with special emphasis on resources that are rare or 
unique to the region (CEQA Guidelines § 15125[c]). 

Analysis of Direct, Indirect, and Cumulative Impacts to Biological Resources 

The EIR should provide a thorough discussion of the Project’s potential direct, indirect, 
and cumulative impacts on biological resources. To ensure that Project impacts on 
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biological resources are fully analyzed, the following information should be included in 
the EIR: 

 
1. The EIR should define the threshold of significance for each impact and describe 

the criteria used to determine whether the impacts are significant (CEQA 
Guidelines, § 15064, subd. (f)). The EIR must demonstrate that the significant 
environmental impacts of the Project were adequately investigated and 
discussed, and it must permit the significant effects of the Project to be 
considered in the full environmental context. 

2. A discussion of potential impacts from lighting, noise, human activity, and wildlife-
human interactions created by Project activities especially those adjacent to 
natural areas, exotic and/or invasive species occurrences, and drainages. The 
EIR should address Project-related changes to drainage patterns and water 
quality within, upstream, and downstream of the Project site, including: volume, 
velocity, and frequency of existing and post-Project surface flows; polluted runoff; 
soil erosion and/or sedimentation in streams and water bodies; and post-Project 
destination of runoff from the Project site. 

3. A discussion of potential indirect Project impacts on biological resources, 
including resources in areas adjacent to the Project footprint, such as nearby 
public lands (e.g., National Forests, State Parks, etc.), open space, adjacent 
natural habitats, riparian ecosystems, wildlife corridors, and any designated 
and/or proposed reserve or mitigation lands (e.g., preserved lands associated 
with a Conservation or Recovery Plan, or other conserved lands). 

4. A cumulative effects analysis developed as described under CEQA Guidelines 
section 15130. The EIR should discuss the Project's cumulative impacts to 
natural resources and determine if that contribution would result in a significant 
impact. The EIR should include a list of present, past, and probable future 
projects producing related impacts to biological resources or shall include a 
summary of the projections contained in an adopted local, regional, or statewide 
plan, that consider conditions contributing to a cumulative effect. The cumulative 
analysis shall include impact analysis of vegetation and habitat reductions within 
the area and their potential cumulative effects. Please include all potential direct 
and indirect Project-related impacts to riparian areas, wetlands, wildlife corridors 
or wildlife movement areas, aquatic habitats, sensitive species and/or special-
status species, open space, and adjacent natural habitats in the cumulative 
effects analysis. 

Mitigation Measures for Project Impacts to Biological Resources 

The EIR should include appropriate and adequate avoidance, minimization, and/or 
mitigation measures for all direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts that are expected to 
occur as a result of the construction and long-term operation and maintenance of the 
Project. CDFW also recommends the environmental documentation provide 
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scientifically supported discussion regarding adequate avoidance, minimization, and/or 
mitigation measures to address the Project's significant impacts upon fish and wildlife 
and their habitat. For individual projects, mitigation must be roughly proportional to the 
level of impacts, including cumulative impacts, in accordance with the provisions of 
CEQA (Guidelines § § 15126.4(a)(4)(B), 15064, 15065, and 16355). In order for 
mitigation measures to be effective, they must be specific, enforceable, and feasible 
actions that will improve environmental conditions. When proposing measures to avoid, 
minimize, or mitigate impacts, CDFW recommends consideration of the following: 

1. Species of Special Concern: Several Species of Special Concern (SSC) have the 
potential to occur within or adjacent to the Project area, including, but not limited 
to: western pond turtle (Emys marmorata) and Townsend's big-eared bat 
(Corynorhinus townsendii). Project activities described in the EIR should be 
designed to avoid any SSC that have the potential to be present within or 
adjacent to the Project area. CDFW also recommends that the EIR fully analyze 
potential adverse impacts to SSC due to habitat modification, loss of foraging 
habitat, and/or interruption of migratory and breeding behaviors. CDFW 
recommends the ACUSD include in the analysis how appropriate avoidance, 
minimization and mitigation measures will reduce impacts to SSC. 

2. Sensitive Plant Communities: CDFW considers sensitive plant communities to be 
imperiled habitats having both local and regional significance. Plant communities, 
alliances, and associations with a statewide ranking of S-1, S-2, S-3, and S-4 
should be considered sensitive and declining at the local and regional level. 
These ranks can be obtained by querying the CNDDB and are included in The 
Manual of California Vegetation (Sawyer 2009). The EIR should include 
measures to fully avoid and otherwise protect sensitive plant communities from 
Project-related direct and indirect impacts. 

3. Native Wildlife Nursey Sites: CDFW recommends the EIR fully analyze potential 
adverse impacts to native wildlife nursey sites, including but not limited to bat 
maternity roosts. Based on review of Project materials, aerial photography, and 
observation of the site from public roadways, the Project sites contain potential 
nursery site habitat for structure and tree roosting bats and is near potential 
foraging habitat. Bats are considered non-game mammals and are afforded 
protection by state law from take and/or harassment, (Fish & G. Code, § 4150; 
Cal. Code of Regs, § 251.1). CDFW recommends that the EIR fully identify the 
Project’s potential impacts to native wildlife nursery sites, and include appropriate 
avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures to reduce impacts or mitigate 
any potential significant impacts to bat nursery sites. 

4. Mitigation: CDFW considers adverse Project-related impacts to sensitive species 
and habitats to be significant to both local and regional ecosystems, and the EIR 
should include mitigation measures for adverse Project-related impacts to these 
resources. Mitigation measures should emphasize avoidance and reduction of 
Project impacts. For unavoidable impacts, onsite habitat restoration, 
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enhancement, or permanent protection should be evaluated and discussed in 
detail. If onsite mitigation is not feasible or would not be biologically viable and 
therefore not adequately mitigate the loss of biological functions and values, 
offsite mitigation through habitat creation and/or acquisition and preservation in 
perpetuity should be addressed. 

The EIR should include measures to perpetually protect the targeted habitat 
values within mitigation areas from direct and indirect adverse impacts in order to 
meet mitigation objectives to offset Project-induced qualitative and quantitative 
losses of biological values. Specific issues that should be addressed include 
restrictions on access, proposed land dedications, long-term monitoring and 
management programs, control of illegal dumping, water pollution, increased 
human intrusion, etc. 

5. Habitat Revegetation/Restoration Plans: Plans for restoration and revegetation 
should be prepared by individuals with expertise in the regional ecosystems and 
native plant restoration techniques. Plans should identify the assumptions used 
to develop the proposed restoration strategy. Each plan should include, at a 
minimum: (a) the location of restoration sites and assessment of appropriate 
reference sites; (b) the plant species to be used, sources of local propagules, 
container sizes, and seeding rates; (c) a schematic depicting the mitigation area; 
(d) a local seed and cuttings and planting schedule; (e) a description of the 
irrigation methodology; (f) measures to control exotic vegetation on site; (g) 
specific success criteria; (h) a detailed monitoring program; (i) contingency 
measures should the success criteria not be met; and (j) identification of the party 
responsible for meeting the success criteria and providing for conservation of the 
mitigation site in perpetuity. Monitoring of restoration areas should extend across 
a sufficient time frame to ensure that the new habitat is established, self-
sustaining, and capable of surviving drought. 

 
CDFW recommends that local onsite propagules from the Project area and 
nearby vicinity be collected and used for restoration purposes. Onsite seed 
collection should be appropriately timed to ensure the viability of the seeds when 
planted. Onsite vegetation mapping at the alliance and/or association level 
should be used to develop appropriate restoration goals and local plant palettes. 
Reference areas should be identified to help guide restoration efforts. Specific 
restoration plans should be developed for various Project components as 
appropriate. Restoration objectives should include protecting special habitat 
elements or re-creating them in areas affected by the Project. Examples may 
include retention of woody material, logs, snags, rocks, and brush piles. Fish and 
Game Code sections 1002, 1002.5 and 1003 authorize CDFW to issue permits 
for the take or possession of plants and wildlife for scientific, educational, and 
propagation purposes. Please see our website for more information on Scientific 
Collecting Permits at www.wildlife.ca.gov/Licensing/Scientific-Collecting# 

53949678-regulations-. 
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6. Nesting Birds: Please note that it is the Project proponent’s responsibility to comply 
with all applicable laws related to nesting birds and birds of prey. Migratory non-
game native bird species are protected by international treaty under the federal 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) of 1918, as amended (16 U.S.C. 703 et seq.). 
CDFW implemented the MBTA by adopting the Fish and Game Code section 3513. 
Fish and Game Code sections 3503, 3503.5 and 3800 provide additional protection 
to nongame birds, birds of prey, their nests and eggs. Sections 3503, 3503.5, and 
3513 of the Fish and Game Code afford protective measures as follows: section 
3503 states that it is unlawful to take, possess, or needlessly destroy the nest or 
eggs of any bird, except as otherwise provided by the Fish and Game Code or any 
regulation made pursuant thereto; section 3503.5 states that is it unlawful to take, 
possess, or destroy any birds in the orders Falconiformes or Strigiformes (birds-of-
prey) or to take, possess, or destroy the nest or eggs of any such bird except as 
otherwise provided by the Fish and Game Code or any regulation adopted pursuant 
thereto; and section 3513 states that it is unlawful to take or possess any migratory 
nongame bird as designated in the MBTA or any part of such migratory nongame 
bird except as provided by rules and regulations adopted by the Secretary of the 
Interior under provisions of the MBTA. 

Potential habitat for nesting birds and birds of prey is present within, and 
adjacent to, the Project area. The Project should disclose all potential activities 
that may incur a direct or indirect take to nongame nesting birds within the 
Project footprint and its vicinity. Appropriate avoidance, minimization, and/or 
mitigation measures to avoid take must be included in the EIR. 

CDFW recommends the EIR include specific avoidance and minimization 
measures to ensure that impacts to nesting birds or their nests do not occur. 
Project-specific avoidance and minimization measures may include, but not be 
limited to: Project phasing and timing, monitoring of Project-related noise (where 
applicable), sound walls, and buffers, where appropriate. The EIR should also 
include specific avoidance and minimization measures that will be implemented 
should a nest be located within the Project site. In addition to larger, protocol 
level survey efforts (e.g., Swainson’s hawk surveys) and scientific assessments, 
CDFW recommends a final preconstruction survey be required no more than 
three (3) days prior to vegetation clearing or ground disturbance activities, as 
instances of nesting could be missed if surveys are conducted earlier. 

 
7. Moving out of Harm’s Way: The Project is anticipated to result in the clearing of 

natural habitats that support native species. To avoid direct mortality, the ACUSD 
should state in the EIR a requirement for a qualified biologist with the proper handling 
permits, will be retained to be onsite prior to and during all ground- and habitat-
disturbing activities. Furthermore, the EIR should describe that the qualified biologist 
with the proper permits may move out of harm’s way special-status species or other 
wildlife of low or limited mobility that would otherwise be injured or killed from Project-
related activities, as needed. The EIR should also describe qualified biologist 
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qualifications and authorities to stop work to prevent direct mortality of special-status 
species. CDFW recommends fish and wildlife species be allowed to move out of 
harm’s way on their own volition, if possible, and to assist their relocation as a last 
resort. It should be noted that the temporary relocation of onsite wildlife does not 
constitute effective mitigation for habitat loss. 

 
8. Translocation of Species: CDFW generally does not support the use of relocation, 

salvage, and/or transplantation as the sole mitigation for impacts to rare, threatened, 
or endangered species as these efforts are generally experimental in nature and 
largely unsuccessful. Therefore, the EIR should describe additional mitigation 
measures utilizing habitat restoration, conservation, and/or preservation, in addition 
to avoidance and minimization measures, if it is determined that there may be 
impacts to rare, threatened, or endangered species. 

 
The EIR should incorporate mitigation performance standards that would ensure that 
impacts are reduced to a less-than-significant level. Mitigation measures proposed in the 
EIR should be made a condition of approval of the Project. Please note that obtaining a 
permit from CDFW by itself with no other mitigation proposal may constitute mitigation 
deferral. CEQA Guidelines section 15126.4, subdivision (a)(1)(b) states that formulation 
of mitigation measures should not be deferred until some future time. To avoid deferring 
mitigation in this way, the EIR should describe avoidance, minimization and mitigation 
measures that would be implemented should the impact occur. 

California Endangered Species Act 

CDFW is responsible for ensuring appropriate conservation of fish and wildlife 
resources including threatened, endangered, and/or candidate plant and animal 
species, pursuant to CESA. CDFW recommends that a CESA Incidental Take Permit 
(ITP) be obtained if the Project has the potential to result in “take” (Fish & G. Code § 86 
defines “take” as “hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or kill, or attempt to hunt, pursue, catch, 
capture, or kill”) of State-listed CESA species, either through construction or over the life 
of the Project. 

State-listed species with the potential to occur in the area include, but are not limited to: 
Tricolored Blackbird (Agelaius tricolor) and foothill yellow-legged frog (Rana boylii). 

The EIR should disclose the potential of the Project to take State-listed species and how 
the impacts will be avoided, minimized, and mitigated. Please note that mitigation 
measures that are adequate to reduce impacts to a less-than significant level to meet 
CEQA requirements may not be enough for the issuance of an ITP. To facilitate the 
issuance of an ITP, if applicable, CDFW recommends the EIR include measures to 
minimize and fully mitigate the impacts to any State-listed species the Project has potential 
to take. CDFW encourages early consultation with staff to determine appropriate 
measures to facilitate future permitting processes and to engage with the U.S. Fish and 
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Wildlife Service and/or National Marine Fisheries Service to coordinate specific measures 
if both State and federally listed species may be present within the Project vicinity. 

Native Plant Protection Act 

The Native Plant Protection Act (Fish & G. Code §1900 et seq.) prohibits the take or 
possession of State-listed rare and endangered plants, including any part or product 
thereof, unless authorized by CDFW or in certain limited circumstances. Take of State-
listed rare and/or endangered plants due to Project activities may only be permitted 
through an ITP or other authorization issued by CDFW pursuant to California Code of 
Regulations, Title 14, section 786.9 subdivision (b). 

Lake and Streambed Alteration Program 

The EIR should identify all perennial, intermittent, and ephemeral rivers, streams, lakes, 
other hydrologically connected aquatic features, and any associated biological 
resources/habitats present within the entire Project footprint (including utilities, access 
and staging areas). The environmental document should analyze all potential 
temporary, permanent, direct, indirect and/or cumulative impacts to the above-
mentioned features and associated biological resources/habitats that may occur 
because of the Project. If it is determined the Project will result in significant impacts to 
these resources the EIR shall propose appropriate avoidance, minimization and/or 
mitigation measures to reduce impacts to a less-than-significant level. 
 
Section 1602 of the Fish and Game Code requires an entity to notify CDFW prior to 
commencing any activity that may do one or more of the following:  

1. Substantially divert or obstruct the natural flow of any river, stream or lake;  

2. Substantially change or use any material from the bed, channel or bank of any 
river, stream, or lake; or 

3. Deposit debris, waste, or other materials where it may pass into any river, stream 
or lake. 

4. Please note that "any river, stream or lake" includes those that are episodic (i.e., 

those that are dry for periods of time) as well as those that are perennial (i.e., 

those that flow year-round). This includes ephemeral streams and watercourses 

with a subsurface flow. It may also apply to work undertaken within the flood 

plain of a body of water. 

If upon review of an entity’s notification, CDFW determines that the Project activities 
may substantially adversely affect an existing fish or wildlife resource, a Lake and 
Streambed Alteration (LSA) Agreement will be issued which will include reasonable 
measures necessary to protect the resource. CDFW’s issuance of an LSA Agreement is 
a “project” subject to CEQA (see Pub. Resources Code 21065). To facilitate issuance of 
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an LSA Agreement, if one is necessary, the EIR should fully identify the potential 
impacts to the lake, stream, or riparian resources, and provide adequate avoidance, 
mitigation, and monitoring and reporting commitments. Early consultation with CDFW is 
recommended, since modification of the Project may avoid or reduce impacts to fish 
and wildlife resources. Notifications for projects involving (1) sand, gravel or rock 
extraction, (2) timber harvesting operations, or (3) routine maintenance operations must 
be submitted using paper notification forms. All other LSA Notification types must be 
submitted online through CDFW’s Environmental Permit Information Management 
System (EPIMS). For more information about EPIMS, please visit https://wildlife.ca.gov/ 
Conservation/Environmental-Review/EPIMS. More information about LSA Notifications, 
paper forms and fees may be found at https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/ 
Environmental-Review/LSA. 

Please note that other agencies may use specific methods and definitions to determine 
impacts to areas subject to their authorities. These methods and definitions often do not 
include all needed information for CDFW to determine the extent of fish and wildlife 
resources affected by activities subject to Notification under Fish and Game Code 
section 1602. Therefore, CDFW does not recommend relying solely on methods 
developed specifically for delineating areas subject to other agencies’ jurisdiction (such 
as United States Army Corps of Engineers) when mapping lakes, streams, wetlands, 
floodplains, riparian areas, etc. in preparation for submitting a Notification of an LSA. 

CDFW relies on the lead agency environmental document analysis when acting as a 
responsible agency issuing an LSA Agreement. CDFW recommends lead agencies 
coordinate with us as early as possible, since potential modification of the proposed 
Project may avoid or reduce impacts to fish and wildlife resources and expedite the 
Project approval process. 

The following information will be required for the processing of an LSA Notification and 
CDFW recommends incorporating this information into any forthcoming CEQA 
document(s) to avoid subsequent documentation and Project delays: 

1. Mapping and quantification of lakes, streams, and associated fish and wildlife 
habitat (e.g., riparian habitat, freshwater wetlands, etc.) that will be temporarily 
and/or permanently impacted by the Project, including impacts from access and 
staging areas. Please include an estimate of impact to each habitat type. 

2. Discussion of specific avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures to 
reduce Project impacts to fish and wildlife resources to a less-than-significant 
level. Please refer to section 15370 of the CEQA Guidelines. 

Based on review of Project materials, aerial photography and observation of the site 
from public roadways, the Project sites appear to support unnamed, seasonal 
drainages, and unnamed tributaries to Sutter Creek. CDFW recommends the EIR fully 
identify the Project’s potential impacts to the stream and/or its associated vegetation 
and wetlands. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL DATA 

CEQA requires that information developed in environmental impact reports and 
negative declarations be incorporated into a database, which may be used to make 
subsequent or supplemental environmental determinations (Pub. Resources Code, § 
21003, subd. (e)). Accordingly, please report any special-status species and natural 
communities detected during Project surveys to CNDDB. The CNNDB field survey form 
can be found at the following link: https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Submitting-
Data. The completed form can be submitted online or mailed electronically to CNDDB at 
the following email address: CNDDB@wildlife.ca.gov. 

FILING FEES 

The Project, as proposed, would have an effect on fish and wildlife, and assessment of 
filing fees is necessary. Fees are payable upon filing of the Notice of Determination by 
the Lead Agency and serve to help defray the cost of environmental review by CDFW. 
Payment of the fee is required in order for the underlying project approval to be 
operative, vested, and final. (Cal. Code Regs, tit. 14, § 753.5; Fish & G. Code § 711.4; 
Pub. Resources Code, § 21089.) 

CONCLUSION 

Pursuant to Public Resources Code sections 21092 and 21092.2, CDFW requests 
written notification of proposed actions and pending decisions regarding the Project. 
Written notifications shall be directed to: California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
North Central Region, 1701 Nimbus Road, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670. 

CDFW appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Notice of Preparation of the 
EIR for the School Closure/Consolidation Program Project and recommends that the 
ACUSD address CDFW’s comments and concerns in the forthcoming EIR. CDFW 
personnel are available for consultation regarding biological resources and strategies 
to minimize impacts.  
 
If you have any questions regarding the comments provided in this letter, or wish to 
schedule a meeting and/or site visit, please contact Zach Kearns, Environmental 
Scientist at (916) 358-1134 or zachary.kearns@wildlife.ca.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Tanya Sheya 
Environmental Program Manager 
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ec: Billie Wilson, Senior Environmental Scientist (Supervisory) 
 Zach Kearns, Environmental Scientist 
           Department of Fish and Wildlife 

           Office of Planning and Research, State Clearinghouse, Sacramento 
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July 12, 2023 

 
ACUSD Office 
Attn: Jared Critchfield 
217 Rex Avenue 
Jackson, CA 95642 
CEQAcomments@acusd.org 

 

Re: Response to Notice of Preparation- School Closure/Consolidation Program Project 
 
Dear Mr. Critchfield: 

This is in response to the Notice of Preparation for the School Closure/Consolidation Program 
Project (“Project”) issued by the District as Lead Agency under the California Environmental Quality Act 
(“CEQA”). As you are aware, the Amador County Transportation Commission (“ACTC”) is the Regional 
Transportation Planning Agency and Local Transportation Commission to Amador County. ACTC's 
mission includes the protection and advancement of local, regional, and state travel to the benefit of 
County citizens, visitors, and guests. In this vein, it is ACTC's responsibility to advocate for smart planning 
that is a catalyst for fluid, unimpeded traffic in the present and future. 

ACTC is pleased that the District will be preparing an environmental impact report (“EIR”) for the Project. 
ACTC has previously expressed the need for the District to fully study, identify, and mitigate the potential 
traffic impacts of the Project and repeats those concerns here. 

To assist in your review, and as a responsible agency for purposes of CEQA, ACTC has identified the 
following impacts and potential mitigation measures, which should be considered in the EIR. A necessary 
traffic study will likely identify additional impacts and new and different mitigation measures and this list 
is not exhaustive. 

Impacts: 

• Traffic impacts will include increased congestion during drop off and pick up, which increase air 
pollution from idling and reroute other traffic to longer, alternative routes, increasing vehicles miles 
traveled (VMT). 

• Public safety impacts are likely to result from increasing the number of students in a single 
location. 

• Traffic impacts to numerous local roads and intersections as well as regional and state highways 
and intersections from increased student enrollment, extracurricular activities, and related uses 
at consolidated schools. Students presently walking to schools will now be forced to travel by car. 
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• Impacts to pedestrian routes for students in the interplay with safe streets. 

Potential Mitigation: 

• An expanded and extended drop-off area, which separates individual drop offs from busses. 

• Automated gates. 

• An internal circulation plan that contemplates emergency circumstances. 

• Fair-share contributions towards off-site roadway improvements. 

Please continue to keep us informed as the EIR is developed. ACTC looks forward to working with the 
District to ensure that traffic impacts are adequately studied and reasonable and effective mitigation 
measures are implemented to reduce any impacts from the Project to less than significant. 

Very truly yours, 
 
KRONICK, MOSKOVITZ, TIEDEMANN & GIRARD 
A Professional Corporation 

 
CARISSA BEECHAM 
 
CB 
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FAX: (209) 2s7-5281

July 17,2023

ACUSD Office
Attn: Jared Critchfield
217 Rex Avenue
Jackson, CA 95642
Email : CEQAcomments@acusd.orq

Amador County Unified School District,
School Closu re/Consol id ation Prog ram Project

Mr. Critchfield:

The Amador Water Agency (Agency) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the
notice of preparation of an Environmental lmpact Report (ElR) for the Amador County
Unified School District's - School Closure/Consolidation Program Project (Project). AWA
did not receive the notice directly and would appreciate receiving future notices for the
Project. The Project is planned to be within the AWA operated lone Water System and
Tanner Water System (System) for both retail and wholesale water service. Below are
AWA's preliminary comments in regards to the EIR notice of preparation for the proposed
Project.

1) The Agency Water Code requires all significantly modified Projects and
connections for water service within the Agency's retail and wholesale service
areas to apply for such service, comply with the Agency Water Code, obtain
Conditional Will Serves prior to project approval, obtain a Will Serve prior to major
changes in service being provided, and pay water capacity fees prior to service
initiation where applicable, among other requirements. The requirements of the
Agency Water Code would be required of the ACUSD and the Project.

2) The current storage and water treatment capacity of the Tanner Water Treatment
Plant and lone Water Treatment Plant are severely constrained. An expansion of
the water treatment plants and installation of additional potable water storage may
be necessary to meet the additional demands of the proposed Project and other
potential development projects, within each water service area. AWA is currently
developing plans to expand the existing WTPs or to construct a new WTP.
Modified water service to each individual site may be contingent upon one of these
optíons being implemented with sufficient capacity to serve the Project in each
respective service area. Support of AWA's efforts to expand treatment capacity
by important local partners like ACUSD will be vital.

Re
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3) The proposed Project plans to significantly increase water use at some school sites
and significantly decrease water use at other sites. As water capacity is not
transferable between properties per the Agency's regulations, any consideration
of an exception would require Board action. Each site will need to be evaluated for
water capacity, being mainly service line sizes, water meter sizes, distribution
pipeline capacity, water storage capacity and water treatment plant capacity, in
addition to any fire service or fire hydrant requirements. lmprovements to water
infrastructure and payment of additional capacity fees may be required. New Will
Serve commitments (from AWA, and from the retail service provider if not AWA)
are a condition of modified service at these sites, especially at the Argonaut High
School (wholesale service), lone Jr. High School (retail seruice), and Sutter Creek
Elementary School (retail service) sites.

4) lmpacts to water infrastructure and water use at sites proposed to be reduced in
capacity or removed from service will need to be included in the evaluation,
including foreseeable future use of those sites by ACUSD or others. Site
improvements to sites to be abandoned, modified, or significantly reduced in use,
especially at the current lone Elementary School and Sutter Creek Primary School
sites, may be required in order to properly abandon, modify or reuse these sites.
New Will Serve commitments are a condition of modified service at these sites.

5) Agency regulations require certain water use efficiency measures, including
separately metering landscaping greaterthan 5,000 square feet, and consideration
of whether recycled water use is feasible. ln addition, forthcoming water use
efficiency regulations from the State Water Resources Control Board may require
further water use reductions. These considerations may reduce the impacts of the
Project.

This letter is not a commitment of service and in no way guarantees water service for this
Project. Additional requirements for service may be identified at the time the Project
applies for and AWA issues a Conditional Will Serve letter for each site within the Project.

AWA looks forward to working with the District to ensure that all water modifications and
impacts are adequately reviewed, and reasonable measures are implemented to reduce
any impacts from the Project to the community. Please feel free to call me directly at
(209) 257-5245 with any questions.

Sincerely,

&v(ffi;,
General Manager
Enclosures: Development Service Request
CC: Amador County, City of Jackson, City of Sutter Creek, City of lone
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NOTICE OF PREPARATION 
 

SCHOOL CLOSURE/CONSOLIDATION PROGRAM PROJECT 

Lead Agency: Amador County Unified School District 

Project Applicant: Amador County Unified School District 

Notice of Preparation Review Period: Wednesday, June 21, 2023 to Thursday, July 20, 2023 

Notice is hereby given that the Amador County Unified School District (ACUSD), as Lead Agency under 

the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), will prepare an environmental impact report (EIR) for 

the School Closure/Consolidation Program (proposed project) pursuant to the California Public 

Resources Code, Division 13, Section 21000 et seq. (CEQA Statute), and the California Code of 

Regulations, Title 14, Division 6, Chapter 3, Section 15000 et seq. (CEQA Guidelines).  

The purpose of this Notice of Preparation (NOP) is to (1) serve as a public notice pursuant to CEQA 

Guidelines Section 15082 that an EIR will be prepared and (2) advise and solicit comments and 

suggestions regarding the scope and content of the EIR to be prepared. ACUSD is seeking your input 

regarding the scope and content of the EIR, including input on potentially significant environmental 

effects, mitigation measures, or project alternatives that should be explored in the EIR. If you represent 

a public agency, ACUSD seeks input as to the scope and content of the environmental information that 

is germane to your agency’s statutory responsibilities in connection with the proposed project.  

Due to time limits mandated by State law, public agencies, members of the public, or any other interested 

parties are requested to respond to this NOP in writing no later than 30 days from the date of this NOP. 

ACUSD will accept written comments regarding this NOP through the close of business on Thursday, 

July 20, 2023. Please send all written comments, including emailed comments, to Jared Critchfield at 

the address below. 

Project Location: The proposed project is in Amador County Unified School District and would affect 

eight of the ACUSD’s school campuses, listed below. Campuses not on the list would not be affected by 

the proposed project. 

• Amador High School (330 Spanish Street, Sutter Creek, California 95685) 

• Argonaut High School (501 Argonaut Lane, Jackson, California 95642) 

• Ione Junior High School (450 S. Mill Street, Ione, California 95640) 

• Jackson Junior High School (747 Sutter Street, Jackson, California 95642) 

• Ione Elementary School (415 S. Ione Street, Ione, California 95640) 

• Jackson Elementary School (220 Church Street, Jackson, California 95642) 

• Sutter Creek Elementary School (340 Spanish Street, Sutter Creek, California 95685, and 110 

Broad Street, Sutter Creek, California 95685)

The proposed project would add a new County Preschool Center. No other schools or campuses within 

the ACUSD would be affected. See Figure 1, Location Map and Existing Conditions. 
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Project Description: ACUSD provides preschool through 12th grade and adult education services to 

Amador County. ACUSD is considering a program to consolidate eight schools onto six campuses. Tables 

1 through 6 summarize the changes proposed in grade levels, student enrollment, and student capacities 

at the six remaining campuses. Proposed building and site improvements are also identified. Sutter Creek 

Primary School (at 110 Board Street in the city of Sutter Creek) and Ione Elementary School will be closed 

for later disposition. See Figure 2, Proposed School Closure/Consolidation Program. 

Table 1. Argonaut High School 

Proposed Action: Amador and Argonaut High Schools Combine at Argonaut High School 

 Existing Proposed 

Enrollment 536 students 

Grades 9–12  

1,263 students 

Grades 9–12  

Capacity 925 students 

Grades 9–12  

1,325 students 

Grades 9–12  

Teaching Stations 37 53 

Building 
Improvements 

 New 10-classroom, 2-story building (with 4 science labs and 
6 standard classrooms), 

Addition of 5 portable classrooms relocated from Jackson Jr. 
High School and Ione Elementary. 

Convert 2 preschool classrooms to regular classrooms. 

Convert classroom for counseling office.  

Kitchen renovation and expansion. 

Renovate and expand gymnasium locker rooms. 

Site Improvements 

 

 New parent drop-off. 

New access road connecting to Stony Creek Road. 

Accessibility compliance throughout campus. 

(See Figure 3, Argonaut High School Site Improvements) 

 

 

Table 2. Amador High School 
Proposed Action: Ione and Jackson Jr. High Schools Combine at Amador High School 

 Existing Proposed 

Enrollment 702 students 

Grades 9–12 

603 students 

Grades 7–8  

Capacity 875 students 

Grades 9–12 

875 students 

Grades 7–8  

Teaching Stations 35 35 
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Table 3. Ione Junior High School 
Proposed Action: Ione Elementary School Moves to Ione Jr. High School, Accommodates 
Preschool and Transitional Kindergarten to Sixth-Grade Students 

 Existing Proposed 

Enrollment 393 students 

Grades 6–8  

649 students 

Preschool, grades TK–6  

Capacity 775 students 

Grades 6–8  

801 students 

Preschool, grades TK–6  

Teaching Stations 31 31 

Site Improvements  New 2-classroom building and playground for preschool, 
TK, and Extended Learning. 

Expanded parent drop-off/pick-up areas. 

Expanded kindergarten drop-off/pick-up areas. 

Convert science labs into K classrooms. 

Convert restrooms to K restrooms. 

New play structure and hardcourt areas. 

Kitchen expansion. 

(See Figure 4, Ione Elementary School at Ione Junior High 
School Site Improvements) 

 

 

Table 4. Jackson Junior High School 

Proposed Action: Jackson Jr. High Becomes County Preschool Center 

 Existing Proposed 

Enrollment 346 students 

Grades 6–8  

41 students 

Preschool 

Capacity 475 students 

Grades 6–8  

195 students 

Preschool, TK grades 

Teaching Stations 19 15 

Site Improvements  Convert restrooms and fountains to age-appropriate fixtures. 

 

 

Table 5. Jackson Elementary School 
Proposed Action: Jackson Elementary School Adds Back Sixth-Grade Students 

 Existing Proposed 

Enrollment 500 students 

Grades TK–5  

528 students 

Grades TK–6  

Capacity 575 students 

Grades TK–5  

575 students 

Grades TK–6  

Teaching Stations 23 23 
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Table 6. Sutter Creek Elementary School 
Proposed Action: Sutter Creek Elementary School Expands to Create Transitional 
Kindergarten to Sixth-Grade Campus 

  Existing Proposed 

Enrollment 204 students 

Grades TK–2  

388 students 

Grades TK–6  

Capacity 325 students 

Grades TK–2  

625 students 

Grades TK–6  

Teaching Stations 13 25 

Site Improvements 

 

 New 12-classroom building, including a lunch shelter. 

(See Figure 5, Sutter Creek Elementary School Site 
Improvements) 

 

Potential Environmental Effects: ACUSD will prepare an EIR that evaluates all potentially significant 

environmental impacts associated with the implementation of the proposed project. The EIR will explain 

the potentially significant effects of the proposed project as well as the reasons that other effects are not 

potentially significant. An initial study is not required to determine that an EIR will be prepared, and an 

initial study was not prepared for the proposed project.  

In accordance with Section 15082 of the CEQA Guidelines, ACUSD has prepared this NOP to provide 

agencies, organizations, and interested parties with information describing the proposed project and its 

potential environmental effects. Consistent with Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines, the 20 

environmental topics that may be analyzed in an EIR are:     

Aesthetics 
Agriculture & Forestry 
   Resources 
Air Quality 
Biological Resources 
Cultural Resources 
Energy 
Geology & Soils 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
Hazards & Hazardous 
   Materials  
Hydrology & Water Quality 
Land Use & Planning 
Mineral Resources 
Noise 
Population & Housing 

Public Services 
Recreation 
Transportation 
Tribal Cultural Resources 
Utilities & Service Systems 
Wildfire 

 

ACUSD has determined that the proposed project could potentially affect 18 of the 20 environmental 

topic areas identified in Appendix G. These 18 topical areas are aesthetics, air quality, biological 

resources, cultural resources, energy, geology and soils, greenhouse gas emissions, hazards and 

hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality, land use and planning, noise, population and housing, 

public services, recreation, transportation, tribal cultural resources, utilities and service systems, and 

wildfire. These impacts will be analyzed in detail in the EIR. The EIR will also address mandatory findings 

of significance. The EIR will address the short- and long-term effects of the proposed project on the 

environment. Feasible mitigation measures will be proposed for impacts that are determined to be 

potentially significant, and reasonable alternatives will be considered. A mitigation monitoring program 

will also be developed for any mitigation measures required by ACUSD. The proposed project is expected 

to have no impact on agriculture and forestry resources and mineral resources, and therefore the EIR 

will not present a detailed analysis of the project’s impact on these topic areas. 
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Document Availability: The 30-day public review period for the NOP is from Wednesday, June 21, 
2023, to Thursday, July 20, 2023. In accordance with the time limits mandated by State law, if there are 
any concerns about the scope and content of the information to be addressed in the EIR, written 
comments may be submitted via email or by mail to the addresses below. All written comments should 
be submitted at the earliest possible date but must be submitted no later than close of business 
Thursday, July 20, 2023. Public agencies should identify the contact person for the agency in the written 
comments. 

Public Comments: Please submit your comments to: 

• Mailing Address: 
ACUSD Office 
Attn: Jared Critchfield 
217 Rex Avenue 
Jackson, CA 95642 

• Email Address: CEQAcomments@acusd.org 

More Information: Questions concerning the matter should be directed to Jared Critchfield, Deputy 
Superintendent, Business Services, at 209-257-5345 or CEQAcomments@acusd.org. 

Jared Critchfield, Deputy Superintendent, Business Services Date 

Page 5 
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Figure 4 - Ione Junior High School Site Improvements
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Mariana Zimmermann

From: MimiDene Zanze <mimidene@williams-assoc.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 5, 2023 3:13 PM
To: Mariana Zimmermann; Dwayne Mears
Subject: FW: Consolidation

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Recent comment that we received.   
 
 
MimiDene Zanze 
Williams & Associates / P.O. Box 2125 / Placerville, CA 95667  / M (530) 906‐6690 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: 'Deborah Pre o' via CEQAcomments <CEQAcomments@acusd.org>  
Sent: Wednesday, June 28, 2023 8:59 AM 
To: CEQAcomments@acusd.org 
Subject: Consolida on 
 
Mr. Critchfield, 
I see no plan for the greatly increasing traffic I expect on Argonaut Lane. I live two houses away from this street and am 
familiar with its faults. There are two narrow lanes and no sidewalk on the county part and no light at the busy 
intersec on with 49/88. This is all compounded by the constant traffic of dump trucks from the EPA cleanup site.  
I hope someone is thinking through this part of the project.  
Thank you.  
Deborah Pre o 
 
Sent from my iPad 
 
‐‐  
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "CEQAcomments" group. 
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to 
CEQAcomments+unsubscribe@acusd.org. 
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Mariana Zimmermann

From: MimiDene Zanze <mimidene@williams-assoc.com>
Sent: Monday, July 24, 2023 11:02 AM
To: Dwayne Mears; Mariana Zimmermann
Cc: Jared Critchfield
Subject: FW: NOP - School Closure/Consolidated Program Project Comments

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Hello—I am forwarding comments received. 
 
 
MimiDene Zanze 
Williams & Associates / P.O. Box 2125 / Placerville, CA 95667  / M (530) 906‐6690 
 

From: ceqacomments@acusd.org <ceqacomments@acusd.org> On Behalf Of Michael Huss 
Sent: Wednesday, July 19, 2023 11:46 PM 
To: CEQAcomments@acusd.org 
Cc: Karen Huss <1hussfamily@sbcglobal.net> 
Subject: NOP ‐ School Closure/Consolidated Program Project Comments 
 

Dear Mr. Critchfield, 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the Notice of Preparation for the School 
Closure/Consolidation Program Project.  As a resident of the City of Ione, my comments focus on 
CEQA topics that will be impacted by components of the project that occur in Ione. 
 
Transportation/traffic related impacts need to be fully studied and mitigated, especially reducing 
vehicle miles traveled (VMT) (# of increased local trips and trip lengths) to a level that will not create 
gridlock along Preston Avenue and Main Street, and also put additional stress on Market, South 
Sacramento, South Mill, and Marlette streets, Relihan Drive and Church Street.  
 
Full bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure improvements are needed to promote trips to/from the 
proposed Ione Elementary school site by bicycles and by walking, even skateboards and scooters. 
This would include filling sidewalk gaps and providing safe, visible pedestrian crossings and bicycle 
lanes, and safety signage and lighting. Improvements at road crossing are especially important along 
the State highways that are controlled by Caltrans.   
 
Many of our subdivisions have barriers to non-motorized travel. The Wildflower subdivision doesn't 
have ADA compliant pathways to the school sites (current and proposed). Castle Oaks and 
Edgebrook subdivisions could have more direct access for pedestrians and bicycles to travel to 
school by providing additional crossings over Sutter Creek. There are two potential bicycle/pedestrian 
scale creek crossings to consider: at the end of Edgebrook Drive to West Marlette Street and St. 
Andrews Lane to West Marlette Street.  These crossings would need to be improved to ADA 
standards and access created on both sides of the creek. These crossing would encourage more 
non-motorized travel in Ione, further reducing VMT.   
 



2

The school site should provide sufficient number of bicycle racks and storage spaces for students and 
staff arriving by bikes, skateboard and scooters and needing a secure place to store their 
equipment.   
 
The proposed school site for Ione Elementary (currently the Ione Junior High) is the transportation 
hub for all students in the Ione and Camanche areas that need bussed to the high schools in other 
towns. The traffic increase at the school site is going to be overwhelming to the neighborhood, 
including buses.  All buses coming to this school site should be required to be low or zero emission 
buses to reduce diesel particulate matter exposure and other combustion related air pollutants to the 
residents surround the school site and the students at the school site. 
 
If project construction occurs at Ione Junior High School during school hours, construction activity 
emissions need to be analyzed and mitigated to reduce exposure to our children. 
 
Another issue that needs fully studied is the land use compatibility of converting Ione Junior High 
School to an elementary school. Students are sensitive receptors to air pollutants and our young 
breathers process more air than adults, increasing their exposure to pollution.  A rock/dirt/cement 
yard is located along the southern border of the school site where dust and diesel emissions are 
common. There is a rail spur along the norther border of the school site that could become active and 
create additional diesel emissions right next to the school. Additionally, the school district currently 
houses the warehouse on the proposed Ione Elementary campus. Supply deliveries often arrive in 
diesel fueled vehicles, leading to more pollution for our children to breathe. The school district should 
relocate its warehouse operations to a more central location in the county, away from our young 
breathers. All school HVAC systems should be upgraded to accept the highest MERV rated filters the 
systems will accept. Portable filtration devices could be an option if an HVAC system cannot accept 
MERV 13 or higher filters. MERV 13 or higher is the standard that can filter out fine particulates.  
 
I'm requesting notification when the draft environmental document is available for review.  
 
Consideration of these comments are appreciated.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Karen Huss 
640 Oakshire Drive 
Ione, CA 95640 
209-274-6461 
1hussfamily@sbcglobal.net    
 
 
‐‐  
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "CEQAcomments" group. 
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to 
CEQAcomments+unsubscribe@acusd.org. 
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