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Notice of Exemption

To: From:
Office of Planning and Research Department of Fish and Wildlife
CEQA Submit South Coast Region

3030 Old Ranch Parkway, Suite 400
Seal Beach, CA 90740
Frederic.Rieman@uwildlife.ca.gov

Project Title: TD1683382 Fir Tree Deteriorated Pole Removal Project (Notification of Lake or Streambed
Alteration, No. EPIMS-LAN-33126-R5).

Project Location (Los Angeles County): The Project is located in an unnamed tributary to Elizabeth Lake off
Firtree Drive and Elizabeth Lake Road, in the County of Los Angeles, State of California; Latitude 34.655298° N,
Longitude -118.376902° W; Section 33, Township 7 North, Range 14 West of USGS Lake Hughes California 7.5-
minute quadrangle map; Assessor’s Parcel Numbers (APN) 3225-021-011, 3225-021-012, 3225-021-013, 3225-
021-014, and 3225-021-015.

Project Description: The California Department of Fish and Wildlife has executed Lake and Streambed Alteration
Agreement EPIMS Notification No. EPIMS-LAN-33126-R5, pursuant to Section 1602 of the Fish and Game Code to
Southern California Edison (SCE) as represented by Hazem Gabr.

The Project involves the removal of one 65-foot deteriorated wood pole, 827856E, from an unnamed stream to
relocate a new 60-foot wood pole outside the stream. A 190-foot-long by 8-foot-wide access path will be cut using
a weed whacker and hand tools. Crews will stage within the 25-foot work area at the pole. Removal of the pole will
be conducted using hand tools, including but not limited to shovels, chainsaws, and rope slings. The pole will be
cut into manageable size pieces. The pieces will be stored in upland areas away from the stream channel. Once it
is removed, it will be moved out of the streambed and stored along the access road. Crew members will use
shovels to dig around the structure to loosen it for removal. A rope sling will be used to lift the pole butt out of the
ground. Following the pole removal, the empty pole site will be backfilled with excess soil from the newly installed
pole and the area surrounding the old pole site. The hole will be filled so it is brought to grade and does not create
a danger to wildlife. Any excess materials will be removed from the site and disposed of in a facility licensed to
accept waste materials. All temporarily disturbed areas will be returned to pre-construction contours.

Public Agency Approving Project: CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE
Person or Public Agency Carrying Out Project: SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON

Exempt Status:
[] Statutory Exemption.
X Categorical Exemption. Type — Class 1; California Code of Regulations, title 14, section 15301

Reasons why Project is exempt: The Project consists of removal of a deteriorated pole and replacement with a
new wooden utility pole. No expansion of use is proposed. The Project is exempt because it involves the
maintenance of existing structures and/or facilities.

CDFW Contact Person: Frederic (Fritz) Rieman, Senior Environmental Scientist (Specialist), (562) 619-0605,
Frederic.Rieman@wildlife.ca.gov

DocuSigned by:
E 6/26/2023
Signature: \_—geesaceros7oaes Date;

Erinn Wilson-Olgin, Environmental Program Manager

Date received for filing at OPR:
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