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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.


	Print Form Button: 
	Text Field: 
	Project Title: Amendments to General Plan (Land Use), Zoning Code & Specific Plan to Implement Housing Element
	Lead Agency: City of La Cañada Flintridge 
	Contact Name: Susan Koleda, Community Development Director
	Email: skoleda@lcf.ca.gov
	Phone Number: 818-790-8881
	Project Location: City of La Cañada Flintridge                                                                Los Angeles
	Project Description: The proposed project evaluated in this CEQA document is the City of La Cañada Flintridge (City) General Plan Amendment to the Land Use Element (LE), Zoning Code Amendment (ZC) and Downtown Village Specific Plan (DVSP) Amendment project. 
The City’s existing General Plan was most recently updated in 2022 and 2023 when the City adopted an updated 6th Cycle Housing Element Update to plan for the City’s Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) for the eight-year planning period of 2021 through 2029. The City also prepared and adopted an updated Safety Element in 2022. Prior to that, the City adopted a comprehensively updated General Plan in 2013. The General Plan is the official policy document in the City which guides future development and redevelopment and has a land use planning horizon year of 2030. The City’s General Plan consists of eight elements: 1) Land Use; 2) Open Space and Recreation; 3) Conservation; 4) Safety; 5) Circulation; 6) Noise; 7) Air Quality; and 8) Housing. All elements carry equal weight and are designed to be consistent with each other. 
A revised Housing Element was adopted by the La Cañada Flintridge City Council in 2022 and was submitted to HCD for certification. After completing minor revisions requested by HCD, the Housing Element was readopted by the City            (continued, please see attached)
	Project's Effects: The proposed project is an amendment/update to the City's General Plan LE, ZC and DVSP. These actions do not grant any development entitlements or authorize construction or development.  No physical development, construction or other ground disturbance is proposed at this time. Therefore, no direct physical impacts to the environment would occur from proposed amendments.  The City's standard mitigation measures from the General Plan Program EIR and draft Local CEQA Guidelines have been incorporated into the CEQA document and would be applicable for future land development or construction projects occurring in the City.  These are fully described in the CEQA document under each resource topic as well as listed in Attachment B. 
	Areas of Controversy: Californians for Homeownership (CFH) have filed a writ in Los Angeles Superior Court challenging the City’s adopted Housing Element (HE). The petitioners argue that the HE is substantively deficient because the City has not made the findings required by Government Code sec. 65583.2(g)(2) for its non-vacant low-income sites. Specifically, CFH alleges that the City has not provided evidence that the existing use of each non-vacant low-income site “is likely to be discontinued during the planning period.” CFH claims that the evidence cited in Appendix C of the HE is not substantial evidence to meet the statutory obligation. The matter is currently being litigated. 
	List of Agencies: The California Housing and Community Development Department (HCD) has to review the Implementation actions that were identified as part of the City's previously approved Housing Element.

There are no other responsible or trustee agencies for the project.



