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EXECUTIVE  SUMMARY  

 

Between October 2022 and January 2023, at the request of Terra Nova Planning and 

Research, Inc., CRM TECH performed a cultural resources study on approximately 

nine acres of partially developed land in the City of Desert Hot Springs, Riverside 

County, California.  The subject property of the study consists of Assessorôs Parcel 

Numbers 657-220-003 and -023, located on the south side of Dillon Road between 

Palm Drive and Atlantic Avenue, in the southwest quarter of Section 7, Township 3 

South, Range 5 East, San Bernardino Baseline and Meridian. 

 

The study is part of the environmental review process for the proposed expansion of 

the existing Desert Self Storage facility in the eastern portion of the project area (66251 

Dillon Road) to accommodate RV storage.  The expansion entails primarily the 

construction of enclosed and outside RV spaces, a caretaker residence, a retaining 

basin, a perimeter wall/fence, and paved driveways and parking spaces, along with the 

installation of utility  lines, on the western portion of the project area.  The City of Desert 

Hot Springs, as the lead agency for the project, required the study in compliance with 

the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  The purpose of the study is to 

provide the City with the necessary information and analysis to determine whether the 

proposed project would cause substantial adverse changes to any ñhistorical resources,ò 

as defined by CEQA, that may exist in or near the project area. 

 

In order to identify such resources, CRM TECH reviewed the results of recent cultural 

resources records searches pertaining to the project vicinity, contacted pertinent Native 

American representatives, pursued historical background research, and carried out a 

systematic field survey.  Throughout the course of the study, no potential ñhistorical 

resourcesò were encountered within the project boundaries.  Outside but adjacent to the 

project boundaries, Dillon Road was previously recorded into the California Historical 

Resources Inventory as Site 33-008410 but was determined not to be eligible for listing 

in the California Register of Historical Resources.  In light of the lack of historic 

integrity in relation to its period of origin, namely the 1930s era, this study concurs 

with the previous evaluation of Dillon Road with regard to the segment near the project 

location. 

 

Based on these findings, CRM TECH recommends to the City of Desert Hot Springs a 

determination of No Impact regarding ñhistorical resources.ò  No further cultural 

resources investigation is recommended for the project unless construction plans 

undergo such changes as to include areas not covered by this study.  However, if  buried 

cultural materials are discovered during earth-moving operations associated with the 

project, all work in the immediate vicinity should be halted or diverted until a qualified 

archaeologist can evaluate the nature and significance of the finds. 
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INTRODUCTION  

 

Between October 2022 and January 2023, at the request of Terra Nova Planning and Research, Inc., 

CRM TECH performed a cultural resources study on approximately nine acres of partially 

developed land in the City of Desert Hot Springs, Riverside County, California (Figure 1).  The 

subject property of the study consists of Assessorôs Parcel Numbers (APN) 657-220-003 and -023, 

located on the south side of Dillon Road between Palm Drive and Atlantic Avenue, in the southwest 

quarter of Section 7, Township 3 South, Range 5 East, San Bernardino Baseline and Meridian 

(Figures 2, 3). 

 

The study is part of the environmental review process for the proposed expansion of the existing 

Desert Self Storage facility in the eastern portion of the project area (66251 Dillon Road) to 

accommodate RV storage.  The expansion entails primarily the construction of enclosed and outside 

RV spaces, a caretaker residence, a retaining basin, a perimeter wall/fence, and paved driveways and 

parking spaces, along with the installation of utility  lines, on the western portion of the project area.  

The City of Desert Hot Springs, as the lead agency for the project, required the study in compliance 

with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA; PRC §21000, et seq.).   

 

The purpose of the study is to provide the City with the necessary information and analysis to 

determine whether the proposed project would cause substantial adverse changes to any ñhistorical 

resources,ò as defined by CEQA, that may exist in or near the project area.  In order to identify such 

resources, CRM TECH reviewed the results of recent cultural resources records searches pertaining 

to the project vicinity, contacted pertinent Native American representatives, pursued historical 

background research, and carried out a systematic field survey.  The following report is a complete 

account of the methods, results, and final conclusion of the study.  Personnel who participated in 

the study are named in the appropriate sections below, and their qualifications are provided in 

Appendix 1. 

 

 
 

Figure 1.  Project vicinity.  (Based on USGS San Bernardino and Santa Ana, Calif., 120ôx60ô quadrangles [USGS 1969; 

1979])   
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Figure 2.  Project area.  (Based on USGS Desert Hot Springs and Seven Palms Valley, Calif., 7.5ô quadrangles [USGS 

1978a; 1978b])   
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Figure 3.  Recent satellite image of the project area. 
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SETTING 

 

CURRENT NATURAL  SETTING 

 

The City of Desert Hot Springs lies near the northwestern end of the Coachella Valley, a northwest-

southeast trending desert valley that constitutes the western end of the Colorado Desert.  Dictated by 

this geographic setting, the climate and environment of the region are typical of southern 

Californiaôs desert country, marked by extremes in temperature and aridity.  Temperatures in the 

region reach over 120 degrees in summer, and dip to freezing in winter.  Average annual 

precipitation is less than five inches, and the average annual evaporation rate exceeds three feet. 

 

The project area is located on the sparsely populated southern outskirts of Desert Hot Springs, 

surrounded mostly by undeveloped land but with a few scattered commercial establishments and 

residential properties along Dillon Road, including a plant nursery on the adjacent property to the 

west (Figure 3).  As mentioned above, the eastern portion of the project area, comprising APN 657-

220-023, is occupied by storage units of the Desert Self Storage, while the western portion, 

comprising APN 657-220-003, is currently vacant but contains foundations left by buildings that 

have been demolished (Figure 3). 

 

Elevations in the project area range approximately from 830 feet to 833 feet above mean sea level, 

and the terrain is generally level with a slight incline towards the northwest.  Surface soils consist of 

light brown alluvial sands of mostly granitic origin, ranging in grain size from fine-to-coarse pebbles 

to cobbles, with small boulders embedded in some areas.  The vegetation observed in the vicinity 

belongs to the creosote bush scrub community, featuring mainly the namesake creosote bush, 

brittlebush, and saltbush, with some introduced tamarisk trees also present (Figure 4). 

 

CULTURAL  SETTING 
 

Prehistoric Context 

 

Numerous investigations on the history of cultural development in southern California have led 

researchers to propose a number of cultural chronologies for the desert regions.  A specific cultural 

sequence for the Colorado Desert was offered by Schaefer (1994) on the basis of the many 

archaeological studies conducted in the area.  The earliest time period identified is the Paleoindian 

(ca. 8,000 to 10,000-12,000 years ago), when ñsmall, mobile bandsò of hunters and gatherers, who 

relied on a variety of small and large game animals as well as wild plants for subsistence, roamed the 

region (ibid.:63).  These small groups settled ñon mesas and terraces overlooking larger washesò 

(ibid.:64).  Typical artifacts and features from that period include very simple stone tools, ñcleared 

circles, rock rings, [and] some geoglyph typesò (ibid.). 

 

The Early Archaic Period follows and dates to ca. 8,000 to 4,000 years ago.  It appears that a 

decrease in population density occurred at this time and that the indigenous groups of the area relied 

more on foraging than hunting.  Very few archaeological remains have been identified to this time 

period.  The ensuing Late Archaic Period (ca. 4,000 to 1,500 years ago) is characterized by 

continued low population densities and groups of ñflexibleò sizes that settled near available seasonal 

food resources and relied on ñopportunisticò hunting of game animals.  Groundstone artifacts for 

food processing were prominent during this time period.  The most recent period in Schaeferôs  
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Figure 4.  Overview of the current natural setting of the project area, view to the west along southern boundary.  

(Photograph taken on December 1, 2022) 

 

scheme, the Late Prehistoric, dates from ca. 1,500 years ago to the time of the Spanish missions, and 

saw the continuation of the seasonal settlement pattern.  Peoples of the Late Prehistoric Period were 

associated with the Patayan cultural pattern and relied more heavily on the availability of seasonal 

ñwild plants and animal resourcesò (Schaefer 1994:66).  It was during this period that brown and 

buff ware ceramics were introduced into the region. 

 

The shores of Holocene Lake Cahuilla, during times of its presence, attracted much settlement and 

resource procurement; but in times of the lakeôs desiccation around 1700, according to Schaefer 

(1994:66), the Native people moved away from its receding shores towards rivers, streams, and 

mountains.  Numerous archaeological sites dating to this time period have been identified along the 

shoreline of Holocene Lake Cahuilla.  Testing and mitigative excavations at these sites have 

recovered brown and buff ware ceramics, a variety of groundstone and projectile point types, 

ornaments, and cremations. 

 

Ethnohistoric Context 

 

The Coachella Valley is a historical center of Native American settlement, where U.S. surveyors 

noted large numbers of Indian villages and rancherías, occupied by the Cahuilla people, in the mid-

19th century.  The origin of the name ñCahuillaò is unclear, but may originate from their own word 


