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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

BetweenOctober2022 andJanuary2023 at the requestof TerraNova Planningand
Research|nc., CRM TECH performeda cultural resourcesstudy on approximately
nine acresof partially developedand in the City of DesertHot Springs Riverside
County, California. The subjectpropertyof the study consistsof Assessadis Parcel
Numbes 657-220-003 and -023, locatedon the southside of Dillon Roadbetween
Palm Drive and Atlantic Avenue in the southwestjuarterof Section7, Township3

South,Rangeb Eag, SanBernardinoBaselineandMeridian

The studyis partof the environmentaleview procesdor the proposedexpansiorof

theexistingDesertSelf Storagdacility in theeasterrportionof theprojectarea(66251
Dillon Road to accommodateRV storage. The expansionentaik primarily the
constructionof enclosedand outsideRV spacesa caretakemresidencea retaining
basin,a perimeterwall/fence,andpaweddrivewaysandparkingspacesalongwith the
installationof utility lines onthewestermortionof theprojectarea TheCity of Desert
Hot Springs astheleadagencyfor the project,requiredthe studyin compliancewith

the California EnvironmentalQuality Act (CEQA). The purposeof the study s to

providethe City with the necessarynformationandanalysisto determinewhetherthe
proposegrojectwould causesubstantiahdversehangeso anyhistoricalresources
asdefinedby CEQA, thatmayexistin or nearthe projectarea

In orderto identify suchresourcesCRM TECH reviewedthe resultsof recentcultural
resourcesecordssearclespertainingto the projectvicinity, contactegertinentNative
Americanrepresentativegursuedhistorical backgroundresearchand carriedout a
systematidield survey. Throughoutthe courseof the study, no potentialfihistorical
resource@wereencounteregvithin theprojectboundaries Outsidebutadjacento the
projectboundariesDillon Roadwaspreviouslyrecordednto the CaliforniaHistorical

ResourcetnventoryasSite 33-008410butwasdeterminedotto beeligiblefor listing

in the California Registerof Historical Resources.In light of the lack of historic
integrity in relationto its period of origin, namelythe 1930sera, this study concurs
with thepreviousevaluationof Dillon Roadwith regardto thesegmenheartheproject
location.

Basedonthesefindings CRM TECH recommendso the City of DesertHot Springsa
determinationof No Impact regardingfihistorical resourcesr No further cultural
resourcesinvestigationis recommendedor the project unlessconstructionplans
undergosuchchangessto includeareasotcoveredoy this study. However if buried
cultural materialsare discoveredduring earthmoving operationsassociatedvith the
project,all work in theimmediatevicinity shouldbehaltedor diverteduntil aqualified
archaeologistanevaluatethe natureandsignificanceof thefinds.
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INTRODUCTION

BetweenOctober2022andJanuary2023 attherequesof TerraNovaPlanningandResearchinc.,
CRM TECH performeda culturalresourcestudyon approximatelynine acresof partially
developedandin the City of DesertHot Springs RiversideCounty,California(Figurel). The
subjectpropertyof the studyconsistf Assessais ParcelNumbes (APN) 657-220-003 and-023,
locatedon the southsideof Dillon RoadbetweernPalmDrive andAtlantic Avenue,in the southwest
guarterof Section7, Township3 South,Range5 Eag, SanBernardinoBaselineandMeridian
(Figures2, 3).

Thestudyis partof the environmentateviewprocesdor the proposedtxpansiorof the existing
DesertSelf Storageacility in the easterrportionof the projectarea(66251Dillon Road to
accommodat®V storage. The expansiorentailsprimarily the constructiorof enclosecandoutside
RV spacesa caretakeresidencea retainingbasin,a perimetemvall/fence,andpaveddrivewaysand
parkingspacesalongwith theinstallationof utility lines,onthewesternportionof the projectarea.
TheCity of DesertHot Springs astheleadagencyfor the project,requiredthe studyin compliance
with the CaliforniaEnvironmentaQuality Act (CEQA; PRC821000.et seq).

Thepurposeof the studyis to providethe City with the necessarinformationandanalysisto
determinewhetherthe proposedrojectwould causesubstantiahdversechangego any historical
resourceg asdefinedby CEQA, thatmayexistin or neartheprojectarea In orderto identify such
resourcesCcRM TECH reviewedtheresultsof recentculturalresourcesecordssearchegertaining
to the projectvicinity, contactegertinentNative Americanrepresentativegursuechistorical
backgroundesearchandcarriedout a systematidield survey. Thefollowing reportis acomplete
accounibf themethodsresults,andfinal conclusionof the study. Personnelvho participatedn
thestudyarenamedn the appropriatesectionsdelow,andtheir qualificationsareprovidedin
Appendix1.
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Figurel. Projectvicinity. (Basedon USGSSanBernardinoandSantaAna, Calif., 1206x606quadranglefUSGS1969;
1979)
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Figure2. Projectarea. (Basedon USGSDesertHot SpringsandSevenPalmsValley, Calif., 7.56quadrangle$USGS
1978a;1978b])
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Figure3. Recentsatelliteimageof the projectarea




SETTING
CURRENT NATURAL SETTING

The City of DesertHot Springslies nearthe northwesterrendof the Coachellavalley, a northwest
southeastrendingdesertvalley thatconstitutegshe westernendof the ColoradoDesert. Dictatedby
this geographicetting,the climateandenvironmenbof theregionaretypical of southern
Californiats desertcountry,markedby extremesn temperatur@ndaridity. Temperatures the
regionreachover120degreesn summeranddip to freezingin winter. Averageannual
precipitationis lessthanfive inches,andtheaverageannualevaporatiorrateexceedshreefeet.

Theprojectareais locatedon the sparselypopulatedsoutherroutskirtsof DesertHot Springs
surroundednostly by undevelopedandbut with afew scatteredommercialestablishmentand
residentiapropertiesalongDillon Road,includinga plantnurseryon the adjacenpropertyto the
west(Figure3). As mentionedabove the eastermortionof the projectarea,comprisingAPN 657-
220023, is occupiedby storageunits of the DesertSelf Storagewhile the westernportion,
comprisingAPN 657-220-003, is currentlyvacantbut containsfoundationdeft by buildingsthat
havebeendemolishedFigure3).

Elevatimsin the projectarearangeapproximatelyfrom 830 feetto 833 feetabovemeansealevel,
andtheterrainis generallylevel with aslightincline towardsthe northwest. Surfacesoils consistof
light brownalluvial sandof mostly graniticorigin, rangng in grainsizefrom fine-to-coarsepebbles
to cobbleswith smallbouldersembeddedn someareas. Thevegetatiorobservedn thevicinity
belongs to the creosotédoushscrubcommunity featuringmainly the namesakereosoteéush
brittlebush andsaltbushwith someintroducedamarisktreesalsopresen{Figure4).

CULTURAL SETTING

Prehistoric Context

Numerousnvestigationon the history of culturaldevelopmenin southernCaliforniahaveled
researcher® proposea numberof culturalchronologiedor thedesertregions. A specificcultural
sequencéor the ColoradoDesertwasofferedby Schaefef1994)on the basisof themany
archaeologicastudiesconductedn thearea. The earliesttime periodidentifiedis the Paleoindian
(ca.8,000to 10,00012,000yearsago),whenfismall, mobile band® of huntersandgathererswho
reliedon avariety of smallandlargegameanimalsaswell aswild plantsfor subsistencepamecdhe
region(ibid.:63). Thesesmallgroupssettlediion mesasandterracesverlookinglargerwasheé
(ibid.:64). Typical artifacts andfeaturesrom thatperiodincludevery simplestonetools, ficleared
circles,rockrings,[and] somegeoglyphtype (ibid.).

TheEarly ArchaicPeriodfollows anddatesto ca.8,000to 4,000yearsago. It appearshata
decreasén populationdensityoccurredat this time andthatthe indigenouggroupsof the arearelied
moreonforagingthanhunting. Very few archaeologicalemainshavebeenidentifiedto this time
period. TheensuingLate ArchaicPeriod(ca.4,000to 1,500yearsago)is characterizedy
continuedow populaion densitiesandgroupsof fiflexibled sizesthatsettlednearavailableseasonal
food resourcesndrelied on flopportunistio huntingof gameanimals. Groundstonartifactsfor
food processingvereprominentduringthis time period. Themostrecentperiodin Schaefeis



Figure4. Overviewof the currentnaturalsettingof the projectarea view to thewestalongsoutherrboundary
(Photographiakenon Decembet, 2022)

schemethe Late Prehistoricdatesfrom ca.1,500yearsagoto thetime of the Spanishmissionsand
sawthe continuationof the seasonatettlemenpattern. Peopleof the Late PrehistoridPeriodwere
associateavith the Patayarcultural patternandrelied moreheavily on the availability of seasonal
fiwild plantsandanimalresources (Schaefell994:66). It wasduringthis periodthatbrownand
buff wareceramicsvereintroducednto theregion.

Theshoresof HolocenelLake Cahuilla,duringtimesof its presenceattractednuchsettlemenand
resourceprocurementbutin timesof thelakeds desiccatioraround1700,accordingto Schaefer
(1994.66) the Native peoplemovedawayfrom its recedingshoregowardsrivers, streamsand
mountains.Numerousarchaeologicasitesdatingto this time periodhavebeenidentifiedalongthe
shorelineof Holocenelake Cahuilla. Testingandmitigative excavationsatthesesiteshave
recoveredrownandbuff wareceramicsavariety of groundstonendprojectilepoint types,
ornamentsandcremations.

Ethnohistoric Context
TheCoachellavalley is a historicalcenterof Native AmericansettlementwhereU.S. surveyors

notedlargenumbersof Indianvillagesandrancherias occupiedby the Cahuillapeople,in the mid-
19thcentury. Theorigin of the namefiCahuillad is unclear but may originatefrom their own word



