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Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact
Reports, Negative Declarations, Mitigated Negative Declarations, or Notices of Preparation to the State Clearinghouse
(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.

SCH #:

Project Title: El Centro Generating Station Wastewater Mitigation Project

Lead Agency: Imperial Irrigation District

Contact Name; Ponald Vargas

I dvargas@iid.com 760.482.3609

Emai Phone Number:

Project Location: E! €entro, CA Imperial County
City County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

The EI Centro Generating Station utilizes a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit to discharge its
cooling tower effluent to surface waters. In January 2020, the ECGS renewed its NPDES permit; the renewed permit
now contains new and more stringent limitations for the concentration of specific pollutants that are discharged in

its effluent stream.

To meet compliance, the ECGS must eliminate discharge to surface waters by utilizing a wastewater treatment

system. The treatment system will consist of water softening, process water storage, membrane filtration, and
evaporation ponds. The impacted areas to implement the project includes the area east of the ECGS’ s Pond #3 where
all water treatment equipment will be sited and the area for the evaporation ponds, located at the northwest corner

of Dogwood Road and E. Villa Avenue, where the reject streams generated from the treatment system will be

handled

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

Bat Management and Habitat Assessment: A qualified biologist will conduct a bat habitat assessment for suitable bat
roosting habitat prior to any construction activities. The habitat assessment should be conducted at least one year prior
to the initiation of construction activities, if feasible. If no suitable roosting habitat is identified, no further measures are
necessary. If suitable roosting habitat and/or signs of bat use are identified during the assessment, the roosting habitat
should be avoided to the extent possible. Pre-Construction Surveys for Burrowing Owl: Pre-construction surveys for
burrowing owl should be conducted within the Project Area and adjacent areas prior to the start of ground- disturbing
activities. The surveys should follow the methods described in the CDFWs Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation
(CDFG 2012). Two surveys should be conducted, with the first survey being conducted between 30 and 14 days before
initial ground disturbance (grading, grubbing, and construction), and the second survey being conducted no more than
24 hours prior to initial ground disturbance. If burrowing owls and/or suitable burrowing owl burrows are identified on the
Project Area during the survey and impacts to those features are unavoidable, consultation with the CDFW should be
conducted and the methods described in the CDFW'’ s Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation (CDFG 2012) for
avoidance and/or passive relocation should be followed.Pre-Construction Nesting Bird Survey: If construction or other
project activities are scheduled to occur during the bird breeding season (Typically February 1 through August 31 for
raptors and March 15 through August 31 for the majority of migratory bird species), a pre-construction nesting-bird
survey should be conducted by a qualified avian biologist to ensure that active bird nests, including those for the
black-tailed gnatcatcher, burrowing owl, and loggerhead strike, will not be disturbed or destroyed.
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project's areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Not applicable

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
City of El Centro

County of Imperial

Regional Water Quality Control Board
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