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Notice of Exemption Appendix E

To: Office of Planning and Research From: (Public Agency): C?!fornia Department of Transportation, District 8

P.O. Box 3044, Room 113
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044

County Clerk
County of: San Bernardino (Address)

Project Title: I-15 Mojave Wildlife Crossings Restoration Project

Project Applicant: California Department of Transportation (CALTRANS)

Project Location - Specific:
The I-15 Mojave Wildlife Crossings Restoration Project (Project) is located at three loc:

Project Location - City: /A - rural Project Location - County: _San Bernardino

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:

The purpose of this project is to restore wildlife connectivity by constructing bridges across Interstate-15 (I-15) in the vicinity of Soda Mountain, Cave Mountain, and
Clark Mountain Pass in San Bernardino County to function as wildlife crossings. The dedicated wildlife crossings will provide safe and sustainable passages for bighorn
sheep and other wildlife across I-15 that restores bighorn sheep wildlife connectivity and allow for the safe movement of animals, and the exchange of genetic material.
The project will assist in restoring and enhancing wildlife connectivity among metapopulation fragments of bighorn sheep and facilitate crossing of the I-15 of other
species.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: California Department of Transportation (CALTRANS)

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: CALTRANS

Exempt Status: (check one):
O Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
O Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
OO0 Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
O Categorical Exemption. State type and section number:
Statutory Exemptions. State code number: 21080.56 subdivisions (a) to (d) inclusive

Reasons why project is exempt:

By constructing three wildlife overcrossings with directional wildlife fencing, the Project will directly benefit desert bighorn sheep and other
sensitive California native species currently impacted by climate change, habitat fragmentation, and vehicle collisions. The Project is
exclusively to conserve, restore, protect, and assist in the recovery of California native wildlife and the habitat upon which they depend, will
result in long-term net benefits to climate resiliency, biodiversity, and sensitive species recovery, includes procedures and ongoing
management for the protection of the environment, and Project construction activities are solely related to habitat restoration.

Lead Agency
Contact Person: Andrew M. Walters Area Code/Telephone/Extension: _(909) 260-5178

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?  Yes No

Signature: w Date: 10/16/2023 Title:  Senior Environmental Planner

Signed by Lead Agency Signed by Applicant

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date Received for filing at OPR:
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.

Revised 2011
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