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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Text Field: 
	Project Title: 2023-040 Administrative Use Permit Telecommunications Facility for Bill Lewis OBO Vertical Bridge
	Lead Agency: Calaveras County Planning Department
	Contact Name: Jaclyn Taylor
	Email: JETaylor@co.calaveras.ca.us
	Phone Number: (209)754-6394
	Project Location: Valley Springs                                                                                            Calaveras
	Project Description: The proposed project consists of installing a new 90-foot high telecommunications tower and supporting ground equipment on a concrete pad. The total lease area is 40’ x 40’ (1,600 square feet). The equipment consists of; twelve (12) antennas, six (6) remote radio units, one (1) microwave dish, one (1) GPS, antenna cabling, HCS jumpers, cable ice bridge, utility backboard, multi-meter utility service on H-frame, and two (2) ground mounted radio cabinets with cooling for electrical components. Cooling systems include fans and heat sinks. Plans indicate space for three (3) 10’ x 15’ sublease areas within the compound for future co-location, (see figure 4). Calaveras Consolidated Fire Protection District has pre-approved the 20-foot wide access road and hammerhead turnaround, as shown on the project plans (see figure 3). No generator or tree removal is included in this project proposal. Telecommunications facilities are allowed in the Rural Residential (RR) zone with approval of an Administrative Use Permit (AUP). This project requires environmental impact analysis, and site-specific studies to examine the project site and associated impacts.
	Project's Effects: Overall this telecommunications tower project will have less than significant impact with Mitigation Measures incorporated into the construction of the project. Per Mitigation Measure A-1 the proposed tower will be disguised as a mono-pine to reduce visual impacts. Mitigation Measure BR-1 intends to limit potential impacts to migratory birds during construction, and places limitations during nesting season (February through August). This is discussed in detail in Section IV, Biological Resources.Conditions from Calaveras Consolidated Fire Protection District were received and are listed as Mitigation Measure T-1, further discussed in Section XVII, Transportation. The proposed access road and hammerhead turnaround as indicated on the plans have been pre-approved, with requirements for the road to be 20’ wide, all-weather aggregate and 40,000 lb. base at 90% compaction. Other conditions were adding the Knox system, and a fire final inspection.Conditions from Public Works are discussed in Section X, Hydrology & Water Quality. Mitigation Measure HWQ-1 requires, at time of development, complying with all applicable codes including but not limited to; the County Road Ordinance (Chapter 12.02), Encroachment Ordinance (Ch 12.08), Storm Water Quality Ordinance (Ch 13.01) and the Grading and Draining Ordinance (Ch 15.05).
	Areas of Controversy: Many public comments have been received in opposition to this project. Issue topics summarized include; property value loss, visual impact, radio frequency safety, fire safety, proximity to an at-home preschool, close proximity to the neighboring residence. 
	List of Agencies: 


