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Project Title: Simmons Russian River Bank Repair (Notification of Lake or Streambed Alteration, No. EPIMS-

SON-41155-R3) 

Project Location (Sonoma County): The project is located at the Russian River, in the County of Sonoma, State 

of California; Latitude 38.508903°, Longitude -122.983406°; 15234 Drake Road, Guerneville, CA, 95446; 

Assessor’s Parcel Number 071-080-072.  

Project Description: The California Department of Fish and Wildlife has executed Lake and Streambed Alteration 

Agreement EPIMS Notification No. EPIMS-SON-41155-R3, pursuant to Section 1602 of the Fish and Game Code 

to Streamline Engineering. 

The project is limited to the biotechnical stabilization and revegetation of an eroding streambank that is threatening 

a residence along the Russian River. The project will require stabilization of approximately 96 linear feet of the bank 

of the Russian River using live vegetated rock slope protection deflectors comprised of large boulders and 

interplanted willow trees. Three live vegetated rock deflectors will be constructed perpendicular to the streambank, 

measuring approximately 16 feet wide and approximately 27 feet long with a total of three rootwads included for fish 

habitat. Each deflector structure will begin on the bank with approximately 10 feet of the deflector extending into the 

river past the ordinary highwater mark. The rock deflectors will be interplanted with willow stakes. Additionally, the 

project includes approximately 35 linear feet of woven willow walls to further prevent erosion along portions of the 

bank. The streambank and riparian top of bank area within the project site will be planted with a total of 14 native 

trees and shrubs and a total of 192 willow poles, located within the deflectors and the woven willow walls. The 

project will result in approximately 2,600 square feet of temporary impacts. Impacts incurred from the use of boulder 

structures to protect the banks will be offset with the inclusion of large wood rootwads for fish habitat, dense 

interplanting with willows, and additional riparian bank plantings. All disturbed areas within the project site, will be 

treated with native seed and mulch or a biodegradable coir mat to prevent erosion. The project has been designed 

to minimize the removal of live riparian trees, such that only four riparian trees will be removed. 

Construction of the rock deflectors will require work in the flowing water of the Russian River. A turbidity curtain will 

be used to prevent sediment from exiting the site. All equipment will be operated from dry land, but the bucket of an 

excavator may contact the live stream to place key boulders of the rock deflector structures within surface water of 

the Russian River. 

Public Agency Approving Project: CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE  

Person or Public Agency Carrying Out Project: Streamline Engineering 

Exempt Status: 

 Statutory Exemption. 

 Categorical Exemption. Type – Class 4; California Code of Regulations, title 14, section 15304 

Reasons why project is exempt: Project consists of minor public or private alterations in the condition of land, 

water, and/or vegetation which do not involve removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees. 
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 2825 Cordelia Road, Suite 100 
 Fairfield, CA 95434 

R3LSA@wildlife.ca.gov  
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CDFW Contact Person: James Hansen (Environmental Scientist), (707) 576-2869, 

James.Hansen@Wildlife.ca.gov.  

 

 

Signature:         Date:     

Craig J. Weightman, Environmental Program Manager 

 

 

Date received for filing at OPR:      
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