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Re: Infinite 131 Project — Notice of Preparation (NOP) of a Draft Environmental Impact
Report (DEIR)

Dear Billy Gross:

Thank you for including the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in the
environmental review process for the Infinite 131 Project. We are committed to
ensuring that impacts to the State’'s multimodal transportation system and to our
natural environment are identified and mitigated to support a safe, sustainable,
integrated and efficient tfransportation system.

The Local Development Review (LDR) Program reviews land use projects and plans to
ensure consistency with our mission and state planning priorities. The following
comments are based on our review of the November 2023 NOP.

Project Understanding

The proposed project would demolish approximately 126,750 square feet (s.f.) of
industrial and operational uses along with approximately 116,572 s.f. of open-air
structures. In its place, the proposed project would construct approximately 1.7 million
s.f. of research-and-development (R&D) uses and amenities within six buildings, along
with two parking garages and additional surface parking. This project site is in vicinity
of US-101.

Aeronautics

One of the goals of the Caltrans Aeronautics Program, is to assist cities, counties, and
Airport Land Use Commissions or their equivalent (ALUC), to understand and comply
with the State Aeronautics Act pursuant to the California Public Utilities Code (PUC),
Section 21001 et seq.
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The proposed project is in the Airport Influence Area B of the San Francisco
International Airport, established by the San Mateo County ALUC pursuant to Section
21675(c). Therefore, the proposed project shall adhere to the safety and land use
criteria and restrictions defined in the Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan formed by
the ALUC pursuant to the PUC, Section 21674 and Section 21676 and is subject to
review authority by the ALUC.

As this proposed project calls for amendments of the General Plan, Specific Plan, and
Zoning Code, per the California Public Utilities Code Section 21001 et seq. relating to
the State Aeronautics Act, Section 21676(b) prior to the amendment of a general
plan...within the planning boundary established by the airport land use commission
pursuant to Section 21675, the local agency shall first refer the proposed action to the
commission.

The proposed project should also be reviewed to comply with 14 CFR Part 77 Conical
Surface standards, Terminal Instrument Procedures (TERPS) Approach and One Engine
Inoperative (OEl) Departure Surfaces, and Community Noise Equivalent Level (CNEL)
Contours noise compatibility in applicable areas if necessary.

An Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan (ALUCP) is crucial in minimizing noise nuisance
and safety hazards around airports while promoting the orderly development of
airports, as declared by the California Legislature. A responsibility of the ALUC is to
assess potential risk to aircraft and persons in airspace and people occupying areas
within the vicinity of the airport.

Travel Demand Analysis

With the enactment of Senate Bill (SB) 743, Caltrans is focused on maximizing efficient
development patterns, innovative tfravel demand reduction strategies, and
multimodal improvements. For more information on how Caltrans assesses
Transportation Impact Studies, please review Caltrans’ Transportation Impact Study
Guide (link).

If the project meets the screening criteria established in the City’'s adopted Vehicle
Miles Traveled (VMT) policy to be presumed to have a less-than-significant VMT impact
and exempt from detailed VMT analysis, please provide justification to support the
exempt status in alignment with the City’'s VMT policy. Projects that do not meet the
screening criteria should include a detailed VMT analysis in the DEIR, which should
include the following:

e VMT analysis pursuant to the City’s guidelines. Projects that result in automobile VMT
per capita above the threshold of significance for existing (i.e. baseline) city-wide
or regional values for similar land use types may indicate a significant impact. If
necessary, mitigation for increasing VMT should be identified. Mitigation should
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support the use of transit and active transportation modes. Potential mitigation
measures that include the requirements of other agencies such as Caltrans are fully
enforceable through permit conditions, agreements, or other legally-binding
instruments under the control of the City.

e A schematic illustration of walking, biking and auto conditions at the project site
and study area roadways. Potential fraffic safety issues to the State Transportation
Network (STN) may be assessed by Caltrans via the Interim Safety Guidance (link).

e The project’s primary and secondary effects on pedestrians, bicycles, tfravelers with
disabilities and transit performance should be evaluated, including
countermeasures and frade-offs resulting from mitigating VMT increases. Access to
pedestrians, bicycle, and transit facilities must be maintained.

Hydrology

Any floodplain impacts must be documented and mitigated, please provide
floodplain analysis report. Any additional floodplain impacts on existing adjacent
properties must be explained; and please ensure that any increase in storm water
runoff to State Drainage Systems or Facilities be treated, contained on project site,
and metered to preconstruction levels.

Equitable Access

If any Caltrans facilities are impacted by the project, those facilities must meet
American Disabilities Act (ADA) Standards after project completion. As well, the
project must maintain bicycle and pedestrian access during construction. These
access considerations support Caltrans’ equity mission to provide a safe, sustainable,
and equitable transportation network for all users.

Encroachment Permit

Please be advised that any permanent work or temporary traffic control that
encroaches onto Caltrans’ ROW requires a Caltrans-issued encroachment permit. As
part of the encroachment permit submittal process, you may be asked by the Office
of Encroachment Permits to submit a completed encroachment permit application
package, digital set of plans clearly delineating Caltrans’ ROW, digital copy of signed,
dated and stamped (include stamp expiration date) traffic control plans, this
comment letter, your response to the comment letter, and where applicable, the
following items: new or amended Maintenance Agreement (MA), approved Design
Standard Decision Document (DSDD), approved encroachment exception request,
and/or airspace lease agreement. Your application package may be emailed to
D4Permits@dot.ca.gov.

To obtain information about the most current encroachment permit process and to
download the permit application, please visit Caltrans Encroachment Permits (link).
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Lead Agency

As the Lead Agency, the City is responsible for all project mitigation, including any
needed improvements to the State Transportation Network (STN). The project’s fair
share contribution, financing, scheduling, implementation responsibilities and lead
agency monitoring should be fully discussed for all proposed mitigation measures.

Thank you again for including Caltrans in the environmental review process. Should
you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Melissa Hernandez,
Associate Transportation Planner, via LDR-D4@dof.ca.gov. For future early
coordination opportunities or project referrals, please contact LDR-D4@dot.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

(o

YUNSHENG LUO
Branch Chief, Local Development Review
Office of Regional and Community Planning

c: State Clearinghouse
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