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Vida Valiente Winery Use Permit Application 
Permit No. P20-00079 
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Impact BIO-1: Biological Resources. 
The proposed project has the potential to 
directly impact suitable nesting habitat for 
Northern Spotted Owl or raptor species. 
 

 
MM BIO-1: Minimize Potential Impact to Raptors and Northern Spotted Owls: 
Prior to approval of a grading permit, the permittee shall include the following 
measures to minimize impacts associated with the potential loss and 
disturbance of special-status and nesting birds and raptors consistent with and 
pursuant to California Fish and Game Code Sections 3503 and 3503.5:  
a. For earth-disturbing activities occurring between February 1 and 

August 31 (which coincides with the grading season of April 1 through 
October 15 – NCC Section 18.108.070.L, and bird breeding and 
nesting seasons), a qualified biologist (defined as knowledgeable and 
experienced in the biology and natural history of local avian resources 
with the potential to occur at the project site) shall conduct a 
preconstruction survey for nesting birds within all suitable habitat on 
the project site, and where there is potential for impacts adjacent to 
the project areas (typically within 500 feet of project activities). The 
preconstruction survey shall be conducted no earlier than seven (7) 
days prior to when vegetation removal and ground disturbing activities 
are to commence. Should ground disturbance commence later than 
seven (7) days from the survey date, surveys shall be repeated. A 
copy of the survey shall be provided to the Napa County PBES 
Planning Division and the CDFW prior to commencement of work.  

b. After commencement of work if there is a period of no work activity of 
seven (7) days or longer during the bird breeding season, surveys 
shall be repeated to ensure birds have not established nests during 
inactivity.  

c. In the event that nesting birds are found, the owner/permittee shall 
identify appropriate avoidance methods and exclusion buffers in 
consultation with the County PBES Planning Division and the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and/or CDFW prior to initiation of 
project activities. Exclusion buffers may vary in size, depending on 

 
The above measures shall be 
incorporated with grading permit 
processing and survey 
recommendations shall be 
implemented in conjunction with all 
construction activities. A copy of 
the preconstruction surveys if 
required shall be provided to the 
Napa County PBES Planning 
Division. 
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habitat characteristics, project activities/disturbance levels, and 
species as determined by a qualified biologist in consultation with 
County PBES Planning Division and the USFWS and/or CDFW.  

d. Exclusion buffers shall be fenced with temporary construction fencing 
(or the like), the installation of which shall be verified by Napa County 
prior to the commencement of any earthmoving and/or development 
activities. Exclusion buffers shall remain in effect until the young have 
fledged or nest(s) are otherwise determined inactive by a qualified 
biologist.  

e. Alternative methods aimed at flushing out nesting birds prior to 
preconstruction surveys, whether physical (i.e., removing or disturbing 
nests by physically disturbing trees with construction equipment), 
audible (i.e., utilizing sirens or bird cannons), or chemical (i.e., 
spraying nesting birds or their habitats) would be considered an 
impact to nesting birds and is prohibited. Any act associated with 
flushing birds from project areas should undergo consultation with the 
USFWS/CDFW prior to any activity that could disturb nesting birds. 

 
Impact BIO-2 Biological Resources. 
The proposed project has the potential to 
create erosion and sedimentation that is 
deposited into Bell Creek. 
 

 
MM BIO-2: The applicant shall obtain a Nationwide permit by the Corps of 
Engineers, a Water Quality Certification from the State Regional Water Quality 
Control Board, and a 1604 Stream Alteration Agreement from the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife or demonstrate that the appropriate jurisdictions 
have determined that referenced applications are not required.  

 
Prior to the issuance of 
grading/building permits, the 
applicant shall submit verification to 
the PBES department that the 
necessary permits have been 
obtained or verification from the 
appropriate jurisdictions that the 
referenced permit is not required. 
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USACE/
SWRCB
/CDFW 
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Impact BIO-3: Biological Resources. 
The proposed project has the potential to 
impact the movement of wildlife species. 
 

 
MM BIO-3: Vineyard fencing shall be restricted to the vineyard blocks and winery 
development area, west of Bell Creek. No fencing shall be installed more than 
500 feet south of the existing manmade drainage on-site.  

 
Prior to the issuance of 
grading/building permits, the 
applicant shall submit a fencing 
plan to the PBES department for 
review and approval.  
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PD 
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Impact CUL-1: Cultural Resources. 
The proposed project has the potential to 
impact unmapped cultural resources.  
 

CUL-1: Prior any earthmoving activities, the permittee shall retain an archeologist 
to perform further archeological testing on the areas of development to determine 
whether the sites are eligible for listing in the California Registry of Historic 
Resources or whether they meet the definition of a “unique archeological 
resource” as defined in Public Resource Code 21083.2. Standard archeological 
testing procedures (i.e. auger excavation, test units, mechanical trenching) shall 
be utilized to define the nature and extent of the potential resource, as well as 
obsidian hydration analysis to establish chronology. A geoarchaeological study 
shall be prepared to develop soil profiles and investigate stratigraphy within the 
excavation areas to define and distinguish disturbed and intact soils and interpret 
soil development and past disturbances. At the conclusion of the 
geoarchaeological study a report shall be prepared and submitted to the County, 
by a professional who meets the Secretary of the Interior’s professional 
qualification standards demonstrating that the testing and geoarchaeological 
study have been conducted to sufficient standards and whether the sites are 
eligible for listing on the California Registry of Historic Resources or meets the 
definition of a “unique archeological resource” as defined in Public Resource 
Code 21083.2. The applicant shall comply with all recommendations from the 
report. 

 
Prior to issuance of any grading, 
demolition or building permits 
pursuant to this approval a report 
shall be prepared, by a 
professional who meets the 
Secretary of the Interior’s 
professional qualification 
standards, demonstrating that the 
testing and geoarchaeological 
study described under MM CUL-1 
have been conducted to sufficient 
standards and whether the sites 
are eligible for listing on the 
California Registry of Historic 
Resources or meets the definition 
of a “unique archeological 
resource” as defined in Public 
Resource Code 21083.2. In the 
event that the sites are found to be 
eligible for listing on the California 
Registry of Historic Resources or if 
they would meet the definition of a 
“unique archeological resource”, 
the report will also outline the steps 
the County must take to consider 
potential adverse impacts under 
Public Resource Code 21084.1 
and 21083.2(i) or the treatment of a 
“unique archeological resource” 
under the provisions of Public 
Resource Code 21083.2. 

 
P 

 
PD 
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__/__/__ 

 
 

 
Impact CUL-2: Cultural Resources. 
The proposed project has the potential to 
impact unmapped cultural resources.  
 

 
MM CUL-2: The permittee shall retain a professional, who meets the Secretary 
of the Interior’s professional qualification standards, who shall be onsite to 
conduct archaeological monitoring during project related ground disturbing 
activities. Monitoring procedures shall proceed as follows: 
o Monitoring shall involve the observation of ground-disturbing activities 

in areas that have the potential to contain artifacts or subsurface 

 
Prior to issuance of any grading, 
demolition or building permits 
pursuant to this approval the 
applicant will provide to the 
Planning, Building & Environmental 
Services division the contact 
information for the archaeologist 
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__/__/__ 
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archaeological features, as well as the inspection of excavation spoils 
to verify the presence or absence of artifacts. At times, grading of fill 
soil taken from a known sensitive area will be monitored as well. 
Monitoring shall occur during the entire workday, and daily while 
ground-disturbing activities are taking place in culturally sensitive 
areas. 

o During monitoring, if the archaeologist observes artifacts or potential 
archaeological features, the equipment and/or personnel that 
encountered the archaeological material will be stopped so that the 
archaeological monitor can inspect the area and associated soils to 
determine the presence or absence and potential significance of the 
archaeological materials encountered. 

o When artifacts or subsurface archaeological features are encountered, 
archaeological materials shall be photographed and the location 
recorded. A field number shall be assigned to each artifact. Artifacts 
shall be placed in labeled bags that fully protect them from damage. 
Work will be allowed to resume once the archaeological monitor 
removes the artifact(s) and determines that further artifacts or an 
archaeological feature are not present. 

o Equipment stoppages will only involve the equipment that encountered 
archaeological material. During temporary equipment stoppages, the 
archaeologist will efficiently accomplish all necessary tasks so that 
work can continue. 

o A Daily Monitoring Record form shall be completed for each day that 
archaeological monitoring occurs. The form shall be used to record 
daily monitoring activities, such as construction personnel, procedures 
and equipment, dimensions of excavated areas, soil description and 
stratigraphy, and cultural material observed. Photographs will also be 
taken throughout monitoring. 

conducting onsite monitoring of 
project related ground disturbing 
activities. Archaeological 
monitoring shall continue until such 
time that the archaeologist 
determines that further ground 
disturbing activities will not 
adversely impact potentially 
significant archaeological 
resources. The Planning, Building 
& Environmental Services division 
shall be contacted at the 
conclusion of monitoring activities. 



Notes:  P = Permittee, PD = Planning Division, BD = Building Division, AC = Agricultural Commissioner, DFW = Dept of Fish & Wildlife, CT = CALTRANS, EH = Environmental Health, PW = Public Works 
Dept, PE/G =Project Engineer/Geologist  
PC = Prior to Project Commencement  CPI = Construction Period Inspections  FI = Final Inspection  OG = Ongoing  
 
November, 2023:  Vida Valiente Winery Use Permit No. P20-00079         Page 5 of 5 

 
Potential Environmental Impact 

 
Adopted Mitigation Measure 

 
Monitoring and Reporting 

Actions and Schedule  

 Im
pl

em
en

ta
tio

n 

 
Mo

ni
to

rin
g 

 
Re

po
rti

ng
 &

 
Da

te
 o

f 
Co

m
pl

ian
ce

/ 
 C

om
pl

et
io

n 

 
Impact TRANS-1: Transportation.  The 
proposed project has the potential to 
directly impact an archaeological 
resource.  
 

 
MM TRANS-1: All promotional information and driving directions provided to 
guests will only show the Crystal Springs Road connections to Silverado Trail 
north of the site as the project access route. Also, a sign with the Winery’s name 
will be provided on Silverado Trail at the Crystal Springs Road intersection. 
Finally, signs will be provided along both Winery Driveways for outbound drivers 
with an arrow pointing north and a message indicating to make a left turn to 
access Silverado Trail. Sign size and location are subject to NCC Section 
18.116.055 and 18.116.060. 

 
Prior to the issuance of building 
permits for any winery structure, a 
sign plan shall be submitted to the 
Department of Planning, Building, 
and Environmental Services for 
review and approval. Prior to 
obtaining final occupancy for any 
winery related structures, 
directional signs shall be installed 
and copies of promotional 
information with driving directions 
shall be submitted to the 
Department of Planning, Building, 
and Environmental Services for 
review and approval, subject to 
NCC Section 18.116.055 and 
18.116.060. 
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PC 

 
__/__/__ 

 
 

 


