








































XX. WILDFIRE: 
a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or 
emergency evacuation plan? 

Potentially 
S igni fie ant 
Impact 

• 

Less Than 
Significant 
With Less Than 
Mitigation Significant No 
Incorporation Impact Impact 

• • 
No, the Project area is State Responsibility Area for fire protection. Cal Fire would be the lead response department to any fires in the 
project area and would be backed up and supported by Big Pine Volunteer Fire Department. That responsibility would not change 
regardless of the status of the Project. 

b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate 
wildfire risks, and thereby expose project occupants to 
pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled 
spread of a wildfire? 

• • • 

No, the Project area would be unoccupied after construction except during the time of maintenance operations. If a fire occurs or is 
in progress, all operations would be suspended during fire suppression activities. 

c) Require the installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure D 
(such as roads, fuel breaks, emergency water sources, power lines or 
other utilities) that may exacerbate fire risk or that may result in 
temporary or ongoing impacts to the environment? 

• • 

No, the Project includes an access road through the Project site. State Route 168 would serve as a fuel break as well as access to the 
Project site for maintenance and emergencies. Power lines are in the near vicinity but are separately maintained by the power 
company. 

d) Expose people or structures to significant risks, including 
downslope or downstream flooding or landslides, as a result 
of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes? 

• • • 

No, the Project is located outside of the developed area of Big Pine. No building structures are downhill of the site. It is located on 
LAD WP open land that is used for grazing and has an extensive network of flood irrigation ditches for spreading water to grow native 
grasses. The gentle gradient of the land does not lend itself to landslides or significant runoff from unvegetated ground. Flooding is 
unlikely as Big Pine Creek is to the south of the project and the Owens River is to the east in the bottom of the valley. Any operations 
would be suspended as a result of wildfire or other emergency. 

XXI. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE: 
a) Does the project have the potential to degrade the 
quality of the environment, substantially reduce the 
habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife 
population to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten 
to eliminate a plant or animal community, reduce the 
number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant 
or animal or eliminate important examples of the major 
periods of California history or prehistory? 

• • • 

No, the Project is a 5 acre expansion of an existing 10. 3 acre wastewater treatment facility in an undeveloped-rural area. The 
existing wastewater treatment facility has been operating since 1972. The Project would not adversely affect the quality of the 
environment or eliminate important examples of a major period of California history or prehistory. The Project area has been 
previously disturbed, including disturbance from the creation of the existing wastewater treatment facility. The Project will not 
reduce or eliminate any plant or animal species with the exception of mitigation for the potential Rufous Hummingbird nesting and 
possible Hoary Bat roosting. With the implementation of the preconstruction nesting surveys, if construction is to be done during the 
Rufous Hummingbird nesting season between January 1 through September 15, and the pre-tree removal survey for the possible 
roosting of the Hoary Bat in one elm tree, the project would avoid possible disturbance or impact on any nesting Rufous 
Hummingbirds and roosting Hoary Bats. With these mitigations, the impacts would be less than significant. 

b) Does the project have impacts that are individually 
limited, but cumulatively considerable? ("Cumulatively 

• • • 



considerable" means that the incremental effects of a 
project are considerable when viewed in connection with 
the effects of past projects, the effects of other current 
projects, and the effects of probable future projects)? 
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No, the Project does not have impacts that are individually limited but cumulatively considerable. Due to the sparseness of the 
natural environment, lack of, or unlikely, disturbance to plant or potential animal habitat, this location is well suited for the proposed 
development. 

c) Does the project have environmental effects which 
will cause substantial adverse effects on human beings, 
either directly or indirectly? 

• • • 

No, the Project has no known environmental effects which will cause substantial adverse effects on human beings either directly or 
indirectly. The Project would not adversely impact the residences to the west and southwest and provides the residences of Big Pine 
with a necessary service. 


