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Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact
Reports, Negative Declarations, Mitigated Negative Declarations, or Notices of Preparation to the State Clearinghouse
(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.

SCH #:
Project Title: City of Seal Beach Housing Element and Zoning Code Updates
Lead Agency: City of Seal Beach

Contact Name; Alexa Smittle

Email: ASmittle@sealbeachca.gov Phone Number: (562) 431-2527

Seal Beach Orange County
City County

Project Location:

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

[The Initial Study was prepared to analyze potential impacts related to implementation of the City's Housing Element and
Zoning Code Update. The Housing Element identifies 13 Housing Opportunity Sites throughout the City that have the
potential for providing additional housing to meet the City's Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) allocation.
The sites are broken into two categories: (a) underutilized sites that do not require zoning code changes and (b) sites
where zoning modifications are proposed. Of the 13 Housing Opportunity Sites, six would require rezoning, one would be
rezoned through a proposed Specific Plan, and one would require an amendment to the Main Street Specific Plan. The
rezoning effort would also include the establishment of a new zoning designation, MC/RHD, which would apply to five of
the Housing Opportunity Sites. This new zone district would facilitate housing for lower-income households as required
by the state’ s RHNA allocation for the City and facilitate the inclusion of affordable units. Implementation of the Housing
Element and Zoning Code Update would result in the City being able to accommodate 1,833 additional housing units
pursuant to the City's RHNA allocation.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

The Initial Study determined that implementation of the Housing Element and Zoning Code Update could result in
potentially significant impacts for the following resources: Aesthetics, Air Quality, Biological Resources, Cultural
Resources, Energy, Geology and Soils, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Hazards and Hazardous Materials, Hydrology and
Water Quality, Land Use and Planning, Noise, Population and Housing, Public Services, Recreation, Transportation,
Tribal Cultural Resources, Utilities and Service Systems, and Mandatory Findings of Significance. The Initial Study
determined that there would be no potentially significant impacts related to any impact questions for Agricultural and
Forestry Resources, Mineral Resources, and Wildfires. Potentially significant impacts to Aesthetics, Air Quality,
Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, Energy, Geology and Soils, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Hazards and
Hazardous Materials, Hydrology and Water Quality, Land Use and Planning, Noise, Population and Housing,Public
Services, Recreation, Transportation, Tribal Cultural Resources, Utilities and Service Systems, and Mandatory Findings
of Significance will be further analyzed in the focused EIR.
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project's areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

The Orange County Airport Land Use Commission and CalTrans Aeronautics Division previously expressed concerns
related to housing opportunity sites near the Los Alamitos Joint Forces Traning Base when reviewing the Housing
Element in 2022. This IS/NOP will constitute the announcement of the proposed Project and will be circulated for a
30-day public review period to solicit comments from the public and agencies. Comments received during the review
period will be considered by the City prior to certification of this IS/NOP and the focused EIR and prior to project
approval.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

-Caltrans District #12

-Regional Water Quality Control Board #8

-State Water Resources Control Board

-California Department of Fish and Wildlife Region #5
-Native American Heritage Commission

-South Coast Air Quality Management District
-Department of Toxic Substances Control

-Coastal Commission
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