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Notice of Exemption Appendix E

To: Otfice ot Planning and Research
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113
Sacramento, CA 9581 2-3044

County Clerk

From: (Public Agency)

15956 E. Gale Ave

. Hacienda L. Puonie Unifed School Oistict

City of lndustry, CA 91745

County or. Los Angebs (Address)

Norwalk, CA 90650

Project Title: Los Robles Elementary School Closure and Palm Elementary School Consolidation proiect

Project Applicant: Not Applicable

Project Location - City: Hacienda Heights Project Location - County. Los Angeles

Oescription ot Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of poect:

Closure of Los Robles Elementary School and transfer of 199 students to palm
Elementary School. See attached resolution for further details.

Name oI Public Agency Approving Project . Not Applicable

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out project . Hacienda La Puente unified school District

Exempt Status: (ched( one):
EI Ministerial (Sec. 21080(bxl); 15268);
tr Declarod Emergency (Sec. 21080(bX3); 15269(a));
tr Emergency Projecr (Sec. 2lO8o(bxa); 1S269(bXc));
E Categorical Exemption. State type and section number. Class 14-915314

tr Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

Reasons why project is exempt:

The transfer of Los Robles ES' 198 students is statutorily exempt under pRC section 21080.19.
The indirect effects of the school closure are categorically exempt under cEeA Guidelines,
section 15314. Palm ES capacity is 560 current students with only 229 students enrolled. see
attached resolution for further details.
Lead Agency
Contact Person

1, filed by appllcant:
1. Attach certitied document oI
2. Has a

Signature:
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21083 and 21110, Public Besources Code.
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Authority cit€d
Reference: Ssclions 21 1OA,21152, and 21152..t, puHic Resourc€s Code.

Revised 201I

Poect Location - Specific:

1530 Ridley Ave. and 14740 Palm Ave.

Area Code/Telephone/Extension :

Date Received lor filing at OPR:_

o



Notice of Exemption Appendix E

To: Oflice of Planning and Research
P.O. Box 3044, Room '113

Sacramento, CA 9581 2-3044

County Clerk

From: (Public Agency)
15956 E. Gale Ave

. Hacienda La Puente Unified School DisMct

City of lndustry, CA 91745

County Of. Los Angeles (Address)

Norwalk, CA 90650

Project Title Los Robles Elementary School Closure and Palm Elementary School Consolidation Project

Not Applicable

Proiect Location - Specific:

1530 Ridley Ave. and 14740 Palm Ave.

Project Location - City: Hacienda Heights Project Location - County Los Angeles

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:

Closure of Los Robles Elementary School and transfer of 198 students to Palm
Elementary School. See attached resolution for further details.

Name ot Public Agency Approving Pro.iect:

Name ol Person or Agency Carrying Out poed: Hacienda La Puente Unified School District

Exempt Status: (check one):
Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);

Declared Emergency (Sec. 21 080(bX3); 15269(a));

Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(bX4); 15269(bxc));
Categorical Exemption. State type and section number. Class 14-S"153"14

Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

Reasons why poect is exempt:

The transfer of Los Robles ES' 198 students is statutorily exempt under PRC section 21080.18.
The indirect effects ofthe school closure are categorically exempt under CEQA Guidelines,
section 15314. Palm ES capacity is 560 current students with only 229 students enrolled. See
attached resolution for further details.
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Authority cited: Sections 2108t, and 2'1110, Pub{ic Resources Code.
Reference: Sections 21108,21152, and 21152.'1, Public Resources Code.

Date Received for filing at OPR

Revised 201 I

Print Form

Project Applicanl:

Not Applicable

Area Code/Telephone/Extension:
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RESOLUTION NO. 2023 D4 -22
OT'THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE HACIENDA LA PUENTE UNIFIEI)

SCHOOL DISTRICT DETERII\fiNG THAT THE LOS ROBLES ACADEMY CLOSURE
AND PALM ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CONSOLIDATION PROJECT IS EXEMPT
[.ROM THE CALITORMA ENVIRONMENTALQUALITY ACT, DECIDING TO

CARRY OUT THE PROJECT, AND DIRECTING THE X'ILING OF A NOTICE OF
EXEMPTION

I. Close Los Robles Academy ("Los Robles") and the students from Los Robles would
attend Palm Elementary School ('Palm"). Further, students could be distributed to
other schools with capacity, based on proximity, family choice, class size, and other
relevant factors; and

WHEREAS, Los Robles is located at 1530 Ridley Ave, Hacienda Heights, CA 91745.
Palm is located at 14740 Palm Ave, Hacienda Heights, CA 91745; and

WHEREAS, in Septemb€r 2022, the Califomia Govemor signed into law Assembly Bill
('.AB') 1912, codified in Education Code section 41329, which requires a school district under
financial distress (as defined in Ed. Code, g 41329(b)) to conduct an equity impact analysis
utilizing a developed set of nretrics ('AB l9l2 Metrics") when considering school closures or
consolidations, and to seek public input on those metrics prior to adopting a final
recommendation; and

TilHEREAS, on April 11, 2023, the California Attomey General issued "Guidance
Regarding Laws Goveming School Closures and Best Practices for Implementation in
California" ('AG Guidance"), which advises all school districts, not just those that meet the
definition of "under financial distress," to assess the AB I 9 I 2 Metrics rvhen considering school
closures or consolidations; and

WHEREAS, the District hes experienced a significant decline in enrollment, and some
schools in the District are not ofsu(ficient enrollment to provide optimal educational services
and are also financially inefficient; and

WHEREAS, the Hacienda La Puente School Unified District ("District") has developed
the Los Robles Academy Closure and Pahn Elementary School Consolidation Project ("Project")
in which the District would:

WHEREAS, AG Guidance provides, "[flor districts that arc consideriug closurcs but do
not fall under AB l9l2's mandate, following AB l912 and the best practiccs identified in this
guidance will reduce a district's legal risk, inrprove community trust, and parent engagemenl,
and begin to rctnedy the continuing harms ofscgregation"; and
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WHEREAS, rhe District is considering rcconfiguration of District schools, including
closure and consolidatiou ("Reconfiguration Plan"); and

WHEREAS, the District established a School Reconfiguration Comrnittee ("SRC") to
make recommendations to the District's Board ofEducation ("Board") regarding a
Reeonfiguration PIan, including for lhe 2024-2025 school year ("SRC Recommendations"); and

WHEREAS, the SRC met six (6) times and focused on certain crileria in its school
closure or consolidation analysis and recommendations to the Board, which align with the AB
1912 Metrics, including a review of enrollment data; and

WIIEREAS, the District has conducted staff and community surveys and muhiple
community input sessions - both virtually and in person - to receive input from the community
regarding reconfi guration; and

WHEREAS, starting on October 9,2023, a draff Equity Impact Analysis Report
("Report") that analyzes and presents the Reconfiguration Plan and considers SRC
Recommendations, information in compliance with AB l9t2 and the AB l9l2 Metrics contained
in &lucation Code section 41329(a)(l), was made available to the public and was presorted to
the Board and public at a regularly scheduled Board meeting of October 12,2023; and

WHEREAS, based on the information presented to the SRC, the AB l9l2 Metrics, the
SRC Recommendations, the Report, the Public Input Report, prior Board items and resolutions,
including this Board Item and Resolution and reference documenls, and community input on the
AB l9l2 Metrics and Report, thc District's reconrmendation is to close Los Roblcs and
consolidate it with Palm; and

WHEREAS, the District does not nreet the definition of a district "tnrder financial
distress" under Education Code section 41329(b), but seeks to follow AG Guidance in
developing a Reconfiguration Plau; and

TYHEREAS, at the October 12,2023, and October 26, 2023, regularly scheduled Board
meetings, public hearings were held to receive public input on the Reconfiguration Plan and
Report, and additional public input sessions have occunrd since the October 12, 202,3 Board
meeting; and

WHEREAS, as part of the Ostober 12,2023, regularly scheduled meeting Board agenda,
the Board mnsidered and adopted Resolution No. 2023124-15 - Resolution of lhe Board of
Education ofthe Hacienda La Puente Unified School District Statement of Conformance with
the Equity Impact Analysis Metrics for the Consideration of School Closures or Consolidations
Pursuant to Education Code, Section 41329 (AB 1912); and

WHEREAS, prior to today's Noverlnber 9,2023, Board meeting, the District published a

final Report and a Report on Incorporation ofPublic Input in Final School Closure
Recommendation ("Public Input Report"), which discusses the public input lhat rvas received
and the District's plan for addressing the coucems raised; and

WHERDAS, pursuant to Education Code section 41329(a)(2)(C), the Board hereby
declares that the community engagement process as set forth by AB 1912 has been completed;
and



WHEREAS, the Project nteets the definition of Public Resources Code section
21080.18; and

WHEREAS, categorical excmptions to CEQA are set forth in Aflicle 19 of Chapter 3 of
Division 6 of Title 14 of the Califomia Code of Regulations ("CEQA Guidelines"); and

WHEREAS, considering that the 198 Los Robles students will be distributed to Palm
within its existing available capacity and consolidating Los Robles with Palm, the Project will
not increase the capacity ofby greater than 2570 or l0 classrooms. Further, students could be
distributed to other schools with capacity, based on proximity, family choice, class size, and
other relevant factors; and

WHEREAS, CEQA Guidelines section 15300.2 provides five exceptions rhat would
disquali$ a project from being categorically exempt. These are: (1) where the cumulative
impact of succcssive pmjects of thc same type in the same place would be significant over lime;
(2) a significant environmental impact would occur due to unusual circumstances; (3) a project
that would cause damage to sccnic elements within a designated state scenic highway; (4) a
project that is on a site designated as a Hazardous Waste Site; or (5) a project that causes a
substantial adverse change to a historical resource; and

VYHEREAS, none ofthe five exceptions apply because l) the Project is the only project
ofthe same type at the same place. Although, the District contemplates other school
closures/consolidations at other, each school closurey'consolidalion is separate and apart with its
own distinct characteristics and features; 2) there are no known unusual circumstances that
would be caused by the consolidation ofLos Robles with Palm, because Palm has available
capacity to absorb all ofthe Los Robles students within the existing capacity, and it was
designed for the maximum capacity; 3) acconding to the Caltrans Scenic Highway System Map
website, the Los Robles site and Palm site arc not adjacent to or visible from any officially
designated State of California scenic highways. Therefore, no scenic highways, or scenic
resources would be affected as a result ofthe Project;4) neither Los Robles, nor Palm are located
on a site designated as a Hazandous Waste Site; and 5) the Project does not include any changes
to existing buildings. Thercfore, the Project would not cause a change in the significance ofa
historical resource.

WHERDAS, prior to commencement of the Project, the Distlicl rnusl ensure the Project
cornplies with the Califor:ria Environurental Qualiry Act ("CEQA'); and

VYHEREAS, the Class 14 Categorical Exemption, sel forth in CEQA Guidelines secrion
15314, exempts a project that consists of minor additions to existing schools wilhin existing
school grounds where the sddition does not increase original student capacity by more than 25Zo
or ten classrooms, whichever is less; and

WHEREAS, as of September 2023, Los Robles' enrollment was 198 students; and

WHEREAS, Palm's capacity is 560 students, with only 229 students enrolled as of
September 2023, and it has an available capacity of 331 students; and



Section l. The above recitals are true and conect.

Section 2. The Disrict has completed lhe colnmunity engagement process pursuant to
Education Code section 41329(a)(2)(c).

Section 3. Based on the information presented to the SRC, the AB l9l2 Metrics, the SRC
Recommendations, the Report, the Public Input Report, prior board items and resolutions,
including this Board Item and Resolution, all referenced documents and community input on the
AB l9l2 Metrics and Report, the Board's final recommendation is to approve the Project to
close Los Robles and consolidate Los Robles with Palm.

Section 4. The Project meets the definition ofthe Class 14 Categorical Exemption (CEQA
Guidelines $ 15314) because Palm has available capacity to absorb Los Robles' enrollment
without exceeding its available capacity and without the need to make facilities changes or
additions.

Section 5. There are no unusual circumstances lhat would cause this Prcject to cleste a
potentially significant environmental impact, and none of the exceptions are applicable.

Section 6. The applicable requircments of CEQA have been fulfilled for the Project.

Section 7. The District decides to carry out the Project.

Section 8. The Superintendent or designee is directed to carry out all necessary actions to
implement the Resolution" including the filing of Notice of Exemption with the County Clerk.

I hereby certi& that the foregoing Resolution was duly adopted at a meeting ofthe Board of
Education of the Hacienda La Puente Unified School District, at a meeting thereof duly held on
the 9th day ofNovembet, 2023, by a majoriry vote ofall of its members.

ADOPTED by the following vote: 3-2

AYES, and in favor of, Members: G. Kwok, N. Loera, C. Salazar

NOES, Members: J. De La Tore, S. Semano

ABSTAIN, Members: None

ABSENT, Members: None

HACIENDA LA PUENTE I,]NIFIED
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OOL DISTRICT

NOW THEREX'ORE, the Board of Education ("Board") hereby finds, determines, and
resolves as follows:


