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Summary Form for Electronic Document Submittal Form F

Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact
Reports, Negative Declarations, Mitigated Negative Declarations, or Notices of Preparation to the State Clearinghouse
(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.

SCH #:

Project Title: _Novatt Equestrian Facility

Lead Agency: County of Santa Barbara

Contact Name: _Tina Mitchell

Email: tmitchell@countyofsh.org Phone Number: (805) 934-6289

Project Location: Buellton, County of Santa Barbara
City County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

The applicant is proposing a commercial equestrian facility that will provide daily horse boarding and breeding
operations, as well as an event center for education, shows, clinics, and other special events up to twelve times per year.
New structures proposed include a 45,000-square-foot covered riding arena, a 4,200-square-foot reception hall with a
2,127-square-foot covered porch, an 800-square-foot agricultural employee dwelling, and six (6) 2,880-square-foot horse
barns. The total amount of new structural development will be 69,407 square feet. The total amount of existing structural
development is 13,799 square feet. Grading will consist of 500 cubic yards of cut and 2,800 cubic yards of fill.
Approximately 873 square feet of new screening landscaping is proposed. Daily operations will include boarding and
breeding of up to 75 horses. Animal waste management is comprised of onsite composting with biological treatment in a
designated location. The applicant is proposing to host a maximum of 250 guests during up to six annual events, and a
maximum of 150 guests during up to six additional events during the calendar year. All parking during special events will
be accommodated onsite. Sewage disposal will be provided by a new onsite wastewater treatment system and portable
restrooms during special events. Water will be provided from a proposed well and domestic water system. Access will
continue to be provided from the existing driveway off of Highway 246.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

Potentially significant but mitigable effects on the environment are anticipated in the following areas: Aesthetics/Visual
Resources, Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, Geologic Processes, Land Use, Noise, Public Facilities,
Transportation/Circulation, and Water Resources/Flooding. As discussed in the document, the proposed project has the
potential to substantially degrade the quality of the environment. However, mitigation measures proposed in these
sections of the document would reduce project impacts to levels of less than significance. With incorporation of the
mitigation measures identified in this document, the project would not substantially change the visual character of the
area, deteriorate existing fish or wildlife habitat, eliminate important examples of the major periods of California history or
prehistory, result in people being exposed to noise levels that exceed County thresholds, or introduce storm water
pollutants.

Mitigation includes architectural review, required use of natural building materials and colors to match the surrounding
terrain, a tree protection and replacement plan, required use of filters for the manure composting area, an animal waste
management plan, applicable wildlife surveys, an onsite biologist, construction personnel environmental awareness
training, exclusionary construction fencing, a cultural resources monitor, adherence to an erosion and sediment control
plan, limited construction hours, restrictions for amplified sound during special events, a parking/traffic control plan, and
the use of designated equipment washout areas.
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project's areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

No issues have been raised by members of the public. The Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians has requested
consultation pursuant to AB 52.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

Department of Fish & Wildlife
Caltrans
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