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Notice of Exemption Appendix E
To: Office of Planning and Research From: (Public Agency): Caltrans, District 2
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 1657 Riverside Drive
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 X
Redding, CA 96001
County Clerk
County of: (Address)

Project Title: Wildlife Crossing Structure

Project Applicant: California Department of Transportation (Caltrans)

Project Location - Specific:
State Route 97 in Siskiyou County from post mile 18.0 to 22.4.

Project Location - City: Project Location - County: _SiSkiyou
Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), using federal funding and state funding with a grant from the Wildlife Conservation Board, is proposing a wildlife bridge crossing/wildlife exclusionary fencing project in
Siskiyou County on U.S. 97 from post mile (PM) 18.0 to 22.4. The purpose of the project is to reduce wildlife/vehicle collisions and provide terrestrial species safe passage to improve landscape permeability and restore wildlife
connectivity. The project is needed because U.S. 97 bisects important animal habitats for many species. Terrestrial mammals frequently cross the highway at grade to utilize the severed habitat. During the five years between
2015 and 2020, District 2 Maintenance staff reported clearing 50 deer and 16 elk carcasses hit by vehicles in the project area. This location is the District's top priority on the animal crossing priority list based on the frequency of
animals hit within the roadway. A wildlife bridge crossing would be constructed over SR 97 at PM 19.77. The wildlife bridge crossing would be approximately 100 feet long and approximately 140 feet wide. Other improvements
include the installation of wildlife exclusionary fencing along both sides of the SR 97 corridor from approximately PM 18.57 to 21.80. The height of the wildlife exclusionary fence would be approximately 8 feet. A dry wildlife
undercrossing that would be up to approximately 12 feet in diameter would be installed at or near PM 18.57.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: California Department of Transportation
Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: California Department of Transportation

Exempt Status: (check one):
O Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
O Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
OO0 Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: Small Habitat Restoration Projects, Section 15333

O Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

Reasons why project is exempt:

Caltrans determined that the project is categorically exempt in accordance with Section 15333 (Small Habitat Restoration Projects) Class 33.
Class 33 consists of projects not to exceed five acres in size to assure the maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of habitat for
fish, plants, or wildlife provided that: (a) There would be no significant adverse impact on endangered, rare or threatened species or their
habitat pursuant to section 15065, (b) There are no hazardous materials at or around the project site that may be disturbed or removed, and (c)
The project will not result in impacts that are significant when viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the effects of other current
projects, and the effects of probable future projects. The project would not have a significant effect on the environment.

Lead Agency )
Contact Person: _Keith Pelfrey Area Code/Telephone/Extension: _(530) 941-3340

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.

2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project? O Yes [ No

Signature: /{z&‘(% ﬁm Date: 11/28/2023 Title: Branch Chief - R3
v J

[ Signed by Lead Agency O Signed by Applicant

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date Received for filing at OPR:
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.

Revised 2011
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