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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 PROJECT SUMMARY / ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST FORM

Project Title: Centimudi Water Storage Tank Project (project)

Lead Agency Name and Address: City of Shasta Lake (City)

4477 Main Street

Shasta Lake, CA 96019

Contact Person and Phone Number: Shelby Millingar, P.E., Associate Civil Engineer

(530) 275-7469

Project Location: The project site is located in Shasta County on Assessor’s
Parcel Number 065-500-001 at the corner of Kennett Road
and Lake Boulevard on federally owned property managed by
the U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest Service (USFS).
The project site is located approximately 0.2 miles north of the
City of Shasta Lake city limits.

General Plan Designation: Public Land (PUB)
Zoning: National Recreation Area (NRA-S)
Description of the Proposed Project: The City of Shasta Lake is proposing to construct a new

2.45-million-gallon treated water storage tank to replace two
existing finished water tanks located on the north side of the
Fisherman’s Point Water Treatment Plant. Because the project
site is located on National Forest System lands in the
Whiskeytown-Shasta-Trinity National Recreation Area at Lake
Shasta, the proposed project also requires the issuance of a
Special Use Permit from the USFS and thus requires
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act. A
detailed description of the proposed project is provided in
Section 2.4.

Existing and Surrounding Land Uses: | The approximately 3.91-acre project site encompasses an
undeveloped area at the corner of Kennett Road and Lake

Boulevard, as well as the length of Kennett Road. The
construction area is within the project site and is approximately
0.66 acres. Centimudi Boat Launch and Lake Shasta are
located directly north of the project site. The project site is
located on land managed by the USFS and is surrounded by
forestland.

November 2023 1-1 Centimudi Water Storage Tank Project
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1 Introduction

Other Public Agencies Whose U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest Service
A | Required:

pproval may be Required Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
State Historic Preservation Office

Shasta County

Consultation with California Native On June 3, 2022, the City sent letters to the tribes providing
detailed information on the proposed project and describing
the Assembly Bill 52 consultation process. The letter
requested that the tribes notify the City within 30 days if they
would like to engage in formal consultation regarding possible
significant effects that the proposed project may have on tribal
cultural resources. See discussion under section 3.6 and 3.19
for consultation results.

American Tribes:

1.2 PURPOSE OF STUDY

The City of Shasta Lake (City; Lead Agency) has prepared this Initial Study (IS) for the Centimudi Water
Storage Tank Project (project) in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) of 1970
(as amended), codified in California Public Resources Code (PRC) § 21000 et seq., and the CEQA
Guidelines in the Code of Regulations, Title 14, Division 6, Chapter 3. Pursuant to these regulations, this
IS is intended to inform City decision-makers, responsible agencies, interested parties, and the general
public of the proposed project and its potential environmental effects. This IS is also intended to provide
the CEQA-required environmental documentation for all city, local, and State approvals or permits that
might be required to implement the proposed project. This IS supports a Mitigated Negative Declaration
(MND) as defined under CEQA Guidelines § 15070.

Additionally, because the proposed project is located on National Forest System lands in the Whiskeytown-
Shasta-Trinity National Recreation Area at Lake Shasta, the proposed project requires the issuance of a
Special Use Permit from the U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest Service (USFS), triggering the need for
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Accordingly, this IS has been prepared to
address certain federal environmental regulations, including regulations guiding the General Conformity
Rule for the Clean Air Act (CAA), the federal Endangered Species Act (FESA), and the National Historic
Preservation Act (NHPA). These additional federal regulatory components are addressed in
Sections 3.3. Agriculture/Forestry Resources; 3.4. Air Quality; 3.5. Biological Resources; 3.6. Cultural
Resources; 3.9. Greenhouse Gas Emissions; 3.11. Hydrology and Water Quality; 3.14. Noise; and
3.15. Population and Housing (and Environmental Justice).

1.3 ORGANIZATION OF THE INITIAL STUDY

This document is organized into the following sections:

Section 1.0. Introduction: Describes the purpose, contents, and organization of the document and
provides a project summary. Includes the significance determination, which identifies the determination of
whether impacts associated with development of the proposed project are significant, and what, if any,
additional environmental documentation that may be required.

November 2023 1-2 Centimudi Water Storage Tank Project
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1 Introduction

Section 2.0. Project Description: Includes a detailed description of the proposed project.

Section 3.0. Environmental Impact Analysis: Contains the Environmental Checklist from CEQA
Guidelines Appendix G with a discussion of potential environmental effects associated with the proposed
project. Mitigation measures, if necessary, are noted following each impact discussion.

Section 4.0. List of Preparers
Section 5.0. References

Appendices: Contains information to supplement sections within the IS/MND.

1.4 ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by the proposed project if they
involve at least one impact requiring mitigation to bring the impact to a less-than-significant level. Impacts
to these resources are evaluated using the checklist included in Section 3.0. The proposed project was
determined to have a less-than-significant impact or no impact without mitigation on unchecked resource
areas.

M Aesthetics O Agriculture/Forestry Resources O Air Quality

M Biological Resources M Cultural Resources O Energy

O Geology/Soils O Greenhouse Gas Emissions M Hazards and Hazardous
Materials

M Hydrology/Water Quality O Land Use/Planning O Mineral Resources

O Noise O Population and Housing (and & Public Services

Environmental Justice)

O Recreation M Transportation M Tribal Cultural Resources

O Utilities/Service Systems M  Wildfire M Mandatory Findings of
Significance
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1 Introduction

1.5 CEQA DETERMINATION
(TO BE COMPLETED BY THE LEAD AGENCY)

On the basis of this initial evaluation:

[] | I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

X | | find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there
will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or
agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

[] |1 find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

[] | Ifind that the proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact" or "potentially significant
unless mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been adequately
analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been
addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached sheets.
An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the effects that
remain to be addressed.

] | I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment,
because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT or NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable
standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT REPORT or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that
are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required.

Digitally signed by
Jessaca Jessaca Lugo

Date: 2023.12.04

L u g o 10:42:22 -08'00'

Jessaca Lugo, Date
City Manager
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2 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

2.1 INTRODUCTION

The City of Shasta Lake is proposing to construct a new 2.45-million-gallon treated water storage tank
located on Assessor's Parcel Number (APN) 065-500-001 at the corner of Kennett Road and Lake
Boulevard to replace two existing finished water tanks located on the northeast side of Fisherman’s Point
Water Treatment Plant (WTP) (proposed project). Both of the existing finished water tanks at the WTP have
reached and/or exceeded their useful lives and were recommended for demolition and replacement as part
of the City’s 2016-2026 Water Master Plan (City, 2016). Demolition of the old tanks is not planned as part
of the proposed project and thus is not evaluated in this IS. Because the project site is located on National
Forest System lands in the Whiskeytown-Shasta-Trinity National Recreation Area at Lake Shasta, the
proposed project requires the issuance of a Special Use Permit from the USFS, which requires compliance
with NEPA. Accordingly, this IS has been prepared to address certain federal environmental regulations.

2.2 PROJECT LOCATION

As noted above, the project site is located at the corner of Kennett Road and Lake Boulevard in Shasta
County (County), California. The project site is located approximately 0.2 miles north of the City of Shasta
Lake city limits (Figures 2-1 and 2-2). The approximately 3.91-acre project site boundary is depicted on
Figure 2-3 and includes a 0.66-acre construction site with the remainder of the area being utilized for
staging of project related equipment and materials. Earthwork, infrastructure improvements, and tank
construction would be limited to the construction site only. The Centimudi Boat Launch is located directly
north of the project site, which provides access to Lake Shasta. Regional access to the project site is
provided by Interstate 5 (I-5). Vehicular access to the project site is provided via Lake Boulevard and
Kennett Road.

2.3 PROJECT BACKGROUND

2.3.1 EXISTING WATER TREATMENT OPERATIONS

Located approximately 0.35 miles west of the project site, the WTP was completed in 1989 and serves
approximately 10,000 people within the City. The WTP supplies potable water to a gravity water distribution
system with approximately 3,800 connections. The WTP’s maximum output is approximately 6.7 million
gallons per day. Raw water from Lake Shasta is sourced from several intakes inside Shasta Dam and
pumped to the WTP via a pump station located at the base of the dam. The WTP site contains a
150,000-gallon raw water storage tank, a 220,000-gallon treated water storage tank, and a 330,000-gallon
treated water storage tank (City, 2022).

Section 6.2 of the City’s 2016-2026 Water Master Plan describes existing, near-term (2036), and build-out
water system deficiencies pertaining to treated and raw water storage capacity. The Water Master Plan
indicates that the City currently has a 0.68-million-gallon City-wide water storage deficit. In addition, it
recommended that the City increase its raw water storage. Both treated water tanks at the WTP have
exceeded their useful lives. To correct the WTP’s storage deficit, the Water Master Plan recommends the
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construction of a new raw water storage tank at the WTP, as well as the construction of a new finished
water storage tank offsite near the intersection of Lake Boulevard and Kennett Road, as there is not
adequate space at the WTP to construct both. This IS analyzes the construction of a new water storage
tank at the intersection of Lake Boulevard and Kennett Road; it does not analyze demolition of existing
tanks for a new raw water storage tank at the WTP.

Firefighting efforts near the City related to the 2018 Carr Fire exhausted the system’s storage; correcting
its current storage deficit would provide additional storage capacity for fire protection in the future. The
proposed project would not lead to an increase in water consumption; it would only allow the water system
to utilize additional storage to meet peak hour and maximum day demands, fire flow storage, and
emergency storage needs.

A Technical Memorandum prepared by Pace Engineering dated December 4, 2018 (Appendix A) evaluated
multiple tank location options. Option 1 of the report, a tank located at Lake Boulevard and Kennett Road
(project site), was chosen as the best alternative due to the site having ground elevations within a few feet
of the existing treated water storage tanks, which would ensure that current system pressures are
maintained, and because Option 1 would require minimal grading. In a letter dated December 21, 2021, the
USFS indicated that they agreed to evaluate Option 1. The construction area is a flat, cleared area that has
historically been used for storage and disposal of driftwood removed from the Centimudi Boat Launch.
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2 Project Description

24 PROJECT DESCRIPTION
2.4.1 TANK DESIGN

The proposed tank would measure 120 feet in diameter and 32 feet in height. The tank would be constructed
of either welded steel or reinforced prestressed concrete and would include a concrete footing foundation
and a concrete v-gutter around the tank to allow drainage. Refer to Figure 1 of Appendix A for graphics of
the preliminary design of the tank. As the tank would be visible from Lake Shasta, the proposed project
includes the construction of a visual barrier developed in consultation with a USFS Landscape Architecture
staff. To fill the tank, water would be pumped from the clear well at the WTP via an existing 16-inch water
transmission main located on Lake Boulevard directly west of the project site.

2.4.2 CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES

As the project site has been used to store driftwood and branches removed from Lake Shasta via the
Centimudi Boat Launch, the future tank pad area has previously been levelled and extraneous dirt has built
up in a berm around the northern edge. The central portion of the project site is open, with a line of five
trees to the south, a steeply sloping hillside to the east, the berm to the north, and Lake Boulevard to the
west. Minimal grading and earthwork would be required to prepare the site for construction of the proposed
project, as the project site is relatively flat. It is estimated that approximately 207 cubic yards are expected
to be disturbed associated with earthwork and grading; cut and fill quantities would be designed to balance,
with no net difference. Construction activities would include grubbing/clearing, grading, excavation,
trenching, underground utility installation, and minor road paving. It is anticipated that all work associated
with initial site work, installation of utilities, construction of the tank, and minor paving, would be conducted
using conventional construction equipment (e.g., excavators, scrapers, graders, dozers, backhoes, forklifts,
cranes, paving equipment, etc.). Construction of the tank would occur using conventional construction
methods. Staging for construction equipment and materials would occur within the project site.
Approximately 112 cubic yards of concrete would be poured to create the foundation, including below-tank
piping. Aggregate base or similar material would be placed around the tank to accommodate vehicular
access. Constructed in compliance with City of Shasta Lake Construction Standards, 70 feet of trenching
and pipe installation would be required to connect the existing 16-inch water transmission main within Lake
Boulevard to the proposed water tank. The existing water transmission main is located approximately 70
feet west of the proposed tank location; approximately 70 feet of water line would be installed from the
transmission main to the proposed tank. Trenching to install this water line would result in no more than 7
feet of vertical disturbance and 40 inches of horizontal disturbance. Valves would also be installed at the
existing water transmission main for future shutoffs.

The project site includes several turnouts on Lake Boulevard and Kennett Road and an overflow parking
lot adjacent to the Centimudi Boat Launch. These improved areas would be utilized for construction-related
activities such as the staging of vehicles and materials. The portion of Kennett Road between the overflow
parking lot and the tank pad would be used for transportation, but no modifications of the road would be
required. All construction, including earthwork, infrastructure improvements, and tank construction would
take place on the construction site only.

Electrical components would be installed for the supervisory control and data acquisition system controls,
water tank mixers, and exterior security lighting. The proposed project would tie into existing City of Shasta
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Lake electric facilities adjacent to the proposed water tank. Generators used during construction are
anticipated to run no more than eight hours per day during the construction window. A temporary 6-foot tall
chain-link security fence would be installed around the perimeter of the construction area. Construction of
the proposed project would require the removal of one gray pine and the trimming of a sycamore tree.

Project components would be designed and constructed in accordance with applicable codes and industry
recognized standards, including provisions of the California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 24, and the
International Building Code (IBC). Construction of the proposed project is anticipated to begin in April 2024
and occur over the course of six months. Construction activities would take place Monday through Friday
between the hours of 7:00 A.M. and 7:00 P.M. and Saturdays from 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. No construction
would take place on Sundays or on federal and local holidays. In addition, construction of the proposed
project would not require nighttime work; therefore, no construction lighting would be required. It is
anticipated that, with the exception of the grading phase, no more than 10 construction workers and
5 construction worker vehicles would be onsite. Construction of the proposed project would require the
temporary closure of one lane of Lake Boulevard and one-way traffic control.

Construction Equipment

Energy efficient construction equipment would be utilized to the extent feasible. Construction of the
proposed project would require the use of the conventional construction equipment:
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Dozer = Backhoe/Loader

Crane = Welding truck
Concrete and dump trucks = Generator
Trencher/Excavator = Flatbed delivery truck

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE ACTIVITIES

The proposed project would require periodic maintenance of the water storage tank during operation.
Piping, valves, and accessory components would be regularly inspected, maintained, and replaced as
necessary by City staff. It is anticipated that the proposed project would not require additional staff.

2.5

REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS, PERMITS, AND APPROVALS

Permits and approvals that would be necessary for construction and operation of the proposed project are
identified below.

2.5.1 CITY OF SHASTA LAKE
= Adoption of this IS/MND under the requirements of CEQA.
= Adoption of a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan that incorporates the mitigation measures
identified in this document.
= Grading Permit
=  Building Permit
2.5.2 COUNTY OF SHASTA
= Encroachment Permit
2.5.3 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE FOREST SERVICE
= |ssuance of a special use authorization for use and occupancy of National Forest System lands.
The authorization process requires compliance with Forest Service NEPA procedures,
= Approval of a Water Quality Management Plan and best management practices (BMP).
2.5.4 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE
= Consultation pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) (joint
consultation with Indian tribes) regarding potential impacts to cultural resources resulting from the
proposed project is addressed through the Programmatic Agreement among the U.S.D.A. Forest
Service, Pacific Southwest Region (Region 5), California State Historic Preservation Officer,
Nevada State Historic Preservation Officer, and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
Regarding the Processes for Compliance with Sections 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act for Management of Historic Properties by the National Forests of the Pacific Southwest Region,
revised 2018, Also known as the R5 PA, or “Programmatic Agreement.”
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(CHECKLIST)

31 EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines § 15063, a Lead Agency must conduct an IS to determine if a project may
have a significant effect on the environment. The CEQA Guidelines state that an IS may identify
environmental impacts by use of a checklist, matrix, or other method, provided that conclusions are briefly
explained and supported by relevant evidence.

If it is determined that a particular physical impact to the environment could occur, then the checklist must
indicate whether the impact is Potentially Significant, Less Than Significant with Mitigation, or Less Than
Significant. Findings of No Impact for issues that can be demonstrated not to apply to a project do not
require further discussion.

3.1.1 CEQA/NEPA APPROACH, TERMINOLOGY, AND IMPACT ANALYSIS
METHODOLOGY

The approach taken in this IS/MND complies with CEQA. This IS/MND will also be used to support the
NEPA determination made by the USFS. For convenience and clarity, this document includes both CEQA
and NEPA terminology as well as a discussion of environmental justice. A further discussion of impact
terminology is provided below.

The purpose of this document is to determine whether an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) or a Negative
Declaration should be prepared for the proposed project. If a significant impact could occur that cannot be
reduced to a less-than-significant level, an EIR must be prepared.

Pursuant to CEQA, this IS/MND evaluates potential impacts with respect to the series of checklist items for
each environmental factor identified in Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines. This IS/MND uses the following
terminology to describe environmental effects of the proposed project.

A finding of no impact is made when the analysis concludes that the proposed project would not affect the
particular environmental resource or issue.

= An impact is considered less than significant if the analysis concludes that there would be no
substantial adverse change in the environment and that no mitigation would be needed.

= An impact is considered significant if it results in a substantial adverse change in the physical
conditions of the environment. Significant impacts are identified by using specific significance
criteria as a basis of evaluation. Mitigation measures and/or alternatives are identified to reduce
the potential effects on the environment.
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= This IS/MND identifies particular mitigation measures that are intended to lessen project impacts.
The CEQA Guidelines (14 CCR 15370) define mitigation as:

o0 Avoiding the impact altogether by not taking a certain action or parts of an action;

0 Minimizing impacts by limiting the degree or magnitude of the action and its
implementation;

o0 Rectifying the impact by repairing, rehabilitating, or restoring the impacted environment;
and

0 Reducing or eliminating the impact over time by preservation and maintenance operations
during the life of the action; and compensating for the impact by replacing or providing
substitute resources or environments.

This IS/MND also discusses potential effects in terms of context and intensity and defines direct and indirect
effects (40 Code of Federal Regulations [CFR] 1508.8, 40 CFR 1508.27). The purpose of including this
discussion is to provide clarity when referenced within subsequent NEPA documentation. This discussion
is not intended to satisfy the federal requirement for environmental analysis pursuant to NEPA. The
following terms are applied as appropriate to the impact discussion presented in this IS/MND.

= Context Terminology

0 Short term: Effects that occur during construction.

0 Long term: Effects caused during either construction and/or operations that remain after
construction is completed.

0 Localized: Effect remains at the construction site, within the proposed project area, or in
proximity to the proposed project area.

o0 Widespread: Effect extends well beyond the proposed project area and may impact a
regional area.

= Intensity Terminology
0 Adverse: A negative effect on a particular resource or resource use.
0 Beneficial: A positive effect on a particular resource or resource use.
0 None/Negligible: No change/no measurable change in current conditions.
0 Minor: Effect is slight but detectable; there would be a small change.
0 Moderate: Effect is readily apparent and measurable.

0 Major: Effect is large; there would be a highly noticeable and easily measurable change.
This intensity level equates to the term “significant impact” in the Council on
Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations.

= Additional Terminology
o0 Direct: Caused by the proposed project and occurs at the same time and place.

0 Indirect. Caused by the proposed project but later in time or farther removed in distance
although still reasonably foreseeable. Indirect or secondary effects may include growth-
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inducing effects and other effects related to induced changes in the pattern of land use,
population density, or growth rate, and related effects on air and water and other natural
systems, including ecosystems.

0 Cumulative: Impact on the environment that results from the incremental impact of the
proposed project when added to other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future
actions regardless of what agency or person undertakes such actions. Cumulative
impacts can result from individually minor but collectively significant actions taking place
over a period of time. Cumulative impacts are discussed in Section 3.22.

Impact determinations under CEQA are made throughout this IS/MND under the appropriate resource
discussions. Final CEQA impact determinations and unofficial NEPA discussions are made in the following
format:

Impacts would be considered [CEQA determination]; [NEPA terminology)].
All determinations with respect to NEPA will be made by the USFS under separate cover.

3.1.2 FEDERAL CROSS CUTTERS

The Lead Agency is seeking to develop the proposed project on USFS lands. Accordingly, the USFS is
required to assess the proposed use of the property under NEPA. Additional policies must be considered
by federal agencies in order to comply with NEPA and other federal environmental regulations, including
but not limited to FESA, the NHPA, and the General Conformity Rule for the CAA. The following analysis
includes a discussion of federal regulations that apply to the proposed project due to the location on USFS
lands and a discussion of the consistency with these regulations.
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3.2 AESTHETICS

3.2.1 ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST

. Less Than Less-
Potentially Sianificant Th
ignifican an-
AESTHETICS Significant _ g o o No Impact
With Mitigation | Significant
Impact
Incorporated Impact
Except as provided in Public Resources Code § 21099,
would the proposed project:
a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? | X | O

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including,
but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and | X | O
historic buildings within a state scenic highway?

¢) In nonurbanized areas, substantially degrade the
existing visual character or quality of public views of
the site and its surroundings? (Public views are those
that are experienced from publicly accessible
vantage point). If the proposed project is in an
urbanized area, would the proposed project conflict
with applicable zoning and other regulations
governing scenic quality?

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare that
would adversely affect day or nighttime views in the O O X O
area?

3.2.2 SETTING

Regulatory Context

Federal

Federal Highway Administration

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) designates scenic byways and provides mapping of Featured
Byways, America’s Byways, and other byways. The National Scenic Byways Program seeks to identify,

preserve, and improve scenic roadways. These roads are designated based upon one or more
archeological, cultural, historic, natural, recreational, and scenic qualities.

36 Code of Federal Regulations § 292.13(c)(1) — Standards; Protection of Roadside

This section applies to the Shasta Unit where the proposed project is located. The regulation states,
“Provisions to protect natural scenic qualities and maintain screening along public travel routes will include:
1) Prohibition of new structural improvements or visible utility lines within a strip of land extending back not
less than 150 feet from both sides of the centerline of any public road or roadway except roads within
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subdivisions or commercial areas. In addition to buildings, this prohibition pertains to aboveground power
and telephone lines, borrow pits, gravel, or earth extraction areas, and quarries.” The USFS reviewed
applicable regulations and conferred with the USDA Office of the General Counsel. As a result, the USFS
approved the project site and has allowed further environmental review.’

Public Law 89-336, An Act To establish the Whiskeytown-Shasta-Trinity National Recreation Area.
This Law states that the NRA was created to provide for the public outdoor recreation use and enjoyment
of the Whiskeytown, Shasta, Clair Engle, and Lewiston reservoirs and surrounding lands in the State of
California by present and future generations and the conservation of scenic, scientific, historic, and other
values contributing to public enjoyment of such lands and waters.

Shasta-Trinity National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan (Forest Plan)

This includes required Visual Quality Objectives for areas on the National Forest. Pg. 4-27 states "manage
activities and projects to meet adopted Visual Quality Objectives (VQOs)." The project area is in an area
with a management prescription of "Roaded Recreation" and in this prescription "management activities
that are seen from developed recreation sites will meet a VQO of retention in the foreground" (pg. 4-65).
The Plan also specifies for areas in this prescription, "Resource activities and modifications are evident, but
are in harmony with the natural environment." Also, the Plan specifies, on page 4-112, regarding
Management Area 8-National Recreation Area that "management activities maintain visual quality at level
which provides for a landscape in which human activities are subordinate to natural landscape."

State
California Scenic Highway Program

The California Scenic Highway Program, administered by the California Department of Transportation
(Caltrans), intends to preserve and protect scenic highway corridors from change that would diminish the
aesthetic value of lands adjacent to scenic highways. The State Scenic Highway System includes a list of
highways that are either eligible for designation as scenic highways or have been designated. Cities and
counties can nominate eligible scenic highways for official designation by identifying and defining the scenic
corridor of the highway. The municipality must also adopt ordinances to preserve the scenic quality of the
corridor or document such regulations that already exist.

Local
Shasta County General Plan

Shasta County’s General Plan includes the following objectives and policies that apply to the proposed
project:

OBJECTIVE SH-1 Protection of the natural scenery along the official scenic highways of Shasta
County from new development which would diminish the aesthetic value of the
scenic corridor.

POLICY SH-a To protect the value of the natural and scenic character of the official scenic
highway corridors and the County gateways dominated by the natural
environment, the following provisions, along with the County development
standards, shall govern new development:

1 USDS Forest Service, Approval Letter from Shasta-Trinity National Forest Supervisor’'s Office
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» setback requirements

* regulations of building form, material, and color

* landscaping with native vegetation, where possible

* minimizing grading and cut and fill activities

* requiring use of adequate erosion and sediment control programs

» siting of new structures to minimize visual impacts from highway

» regulation of the type, size, and location of advertising signs

« utility lines shall be underground wherever possible; where
undergrounding is not practical, lines should be sited in a manner which
minimizes their visual intrusion.

City of Shasta Lake General Plan

The City of Shasta Lake’s General Plan (City of Shasta Lake, 2023) includes the following aesthetics
objectives and policies that apply to the proposed project.

Land Use Element

POLICY-LU-4.2 Ensure that adequate public service facilities/uses (e.g., schools, parks, fire
stations, etc.) and public utilities (e.g., substations, pump stations, transmission
lines, etc.) are in place in a timely fashion to protect public safety. Accomplish this
through regular, comprehensive, and advanced infrastructure master planning
efforts. Appropriate zoning for such facilities will be determined in response to the
identified need as it occurs.

Environmental Setting

The project site is located on an approximately 3.9-acre site adjacent to the City of Shasta Lake within
Shasta County on land owned by the USFS. The project site is located within the Shasta Unit of the
Whiskeytown-Shasta-Trinity National Recreation Area, southeast of the Lake Boulevard and Kennett Road
intersection, south of Lake Shasta. The topography of the project site is relatively flat, with an elevation
approximately 1,200 feet above mean sea level (amsl).

The visual characteristics of the project site consist of the existing, flat area surrounded by steep vegetated
hills and portions of Lake Shasta. The construction site itself consists of a gravel lot with sparse vegetation.
The area surrounding the project site consists generally of forestland and Lake Shasta itself. The Centimudi
Boat Launching Facility is located within the project’s vicinity, as well as other developed portions of the
Shasta Dam. The proposed project would be visible from Lake Shasta. The closest structures to the project
site include several residences approximately 2,930 feet (0.55 miles) south of the project site and the
Shasta Dam Visitor Center, which is approximately 3,100 feet (0.58 miles) to the west.

Scenic Resources

There are no federally designated scenic byways within the project site (FHWA, 2022). The project site is
located within the Whiskeytown-Shasta-Trinity National Recreation Area, which would be considered a
scenic resource. State Route (SR)-151 is a designated scenic highway located 0.5 miles from the site. I-5,
is located 3.5 miles from the project site and is eligible to be designated as a Scenic Highway by the State
of California (Caltrans, 2022). However, SR-151 and I-5 are both separated from the project site by
variations in topography and are not visible from the proposed project.
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There is a County-designated scenic highway located within the vicinity of the project site: Lake
Boulevard/County Road A-18 (Caltrans, 2023).

There is no comprehensive list of specific features that automatically qualify as scenic resources; however,
certain characteristics can be identified which contribute to the determination. The following is a partial list
of visual qualities and conditions that, if present, may indicate the presence of a scenic resource:

= Atree that displays outstanding features of form or age,

= Alandmark tree or a group of distinctive trees accented in a setting as a focus of attention,
= An unusual planting that has historical value,

= A unique, massive rock formation,

= A historic building that is a rare example of its period, style, or design, or which has special
architectural features and details of importance,

= A feature specifically identified in applicable planning documents as having a special scenic value,

= A unique focus or a feature integrated with its surroundings or overlapping other scenic elements
to form a panorama, or

= A vegetative or structural feature that has local, regional, or Statewide importance.

3.2.3 DISCUSSION OF IMPACTS
Question A

A scenic vista is generally considered a view of an area that has remarkable scenery or a natural or cultural
resource that is indigenous to the area. Scenic views of Shasta Lake and the Whiskeytown-Shasta-Trinity
National Recreation Area in the project vicinity can be seen from Lake Boulevard. Views of the project site
can be seen intermittently from Shasta Lake via the Centimudi Boat Launching Facility parking lot. Views
from Fishermen’s Point Day Use Area would be obstructed due to the forested nature and elevational
changes in the area. There are no officially designated scenic viewpoints adjacent to the project site. The
proposed project would construct a new 120 feet wide by 32 feet tall water tank that would be constructed
of either welded steel or reinforced prestressed concrete. The majority of the project site consists of the
existing road which would provide access and construction staging; however, construction of the water tank
would result in a new visual change compared to existing conditions.

During construction, as mentioned above, the project site would be visible from Lake Boulevard as well as
recreational users on Shasta Lake. Recreational users on Shasta Lake would observe construction
equipment within the Centimudi Boat Launching Facility parking lot in the foreground and the new water
tank in the midground. The background of forested land and changes in elevation would remain unchanged.
The height of construction equipment within the parking lot staging area would result in a change in the
viewshed due to the lack of trees or structures. Construction equipment and material staging at the staging
area would result in a temporary visual change during the duration of construction for motorists and
recreational users. However, the impacts would be temporary and the proposed project would not
substantially degrade the visual character of the project site or its surroundings in such a way that a
permanent degradation of character or quality would occur.
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The project site would be graded to provide a flat surface for the water tank and would include a permanent
32-foot tall and 120-foot wide water tank. Following construction, the water tank may be visible from Lake
Shasta; however, the Centimudi Boat Launching Facility parking lot would be between the project site and
Shasta Lake and the project site is adjacent to tall vegetation; both the vehicles in the parking lot and the
dense vegetation would help shield the view of the water tank from recreational users. In addition, there
are existing structures adjacent to the parking lot as well as aboveground utilities; the construction of the
water tank would not result in a stark change in the viewshed of the area due to the existing development.
Furthermore, the water tank would be painted a neutral color following the Bureau of Land Management’s
(BLM) Standard Environmental Color Chart. Following grading and construction activities, revegetation of
the disturbed areas would consist of natural colonization/recruitment. Revegetation would ensure that the
land disturbed adjacent to the newly constructed water tank would be returned to a similar pre-construction
condition. Through implementation of Mitigation Measures AES-1 and AES-2, which require vegetation
screening and neutral paint as determined by the USFWS Landscape Architect, the proposed project would
not substantially alter the visual character of the Site nor would the proposed project substantially damage
scenic resources. Therefore, impacts to these scenic resources would be less than significant with
mitigation; localized and minor effect.

Question B

No officially designated State scenic highways are located adjacent to the project site. The closest eligible
State scenic highway is SR-151, located approximately 0.5 miles from the project site. Due to distance and
the variations in topography, the project site is not visible from SR-151. Further, the proposed project would
not require the removal of scenic resources like rock outcroppings or historic buildings. It is anticipated that
one gray pine (Pinus sabiniana) would need to be removed to accommodate the tank. The remaining trees
located along the project site would be protected to maintain the visual barrier between the storage tank
and surrounding forestland. The project site is located along Lake Boulevard/A-18, which is a County-
designated scenic highway. Construction of a 32-foot tall and 120-foot wide water tank at the intersection
of Lake Boulevard and Kennett Road could result in a significant visual change from existing, undeveloped
conditions. However, implementation of Mitigation Measures AES-1 and AES-2, which require vegetation
screening and neutral paint, would reduce this impact to a less-than-significant level. Furthermore,
implementation of Mitigation Measures AES-1 and AES-2 would ensure that the proposed project is
compliant with County Policy SH-a, which also requires landscaping with native vegetation and regulations
in the form and color of construction along a County-designated scenic highway in order to minimize visual
intrusion. Thus, impacts to the visual character and quality of the project site and vicinity would be
considered less than significant with mitigation; localized and minor effect.

Question C

While the project site is located near the urbanized City, the project area is located within the Whiskeytown-
Shasta-Trinity National Recreation Area, which is a congressionally-designated area with special status per
Public Law 89-336. As such, the project site is not in an urbanized area and is within a recreational area on
USFS land. For the same reasons described in Questions A and B above and implementation of Mitigation
Measures AES-1 and AES-2, the proposed project would not substantially degrade the existing visual
character or quality of public views of the site and its surroundings. Therefore, impacts to the visual
character and quality of the project site and vicinity would be considered less than significant with mitigation;
localized and minor effect.
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Question D

Construction work would generally occur between 7:00 A.M. and 7:00 P.M., Monday through Friday and
8:00 A.M. and 5:00 P.M. on Saturday, which would be consistent with City of Shasta Lake ordinances.
Nighttime construction lighting would not be required. The proposed project would involve installation of
permanent security lighting, which would introduce a new source of lighting to the project area.
Pole-mounted light fixtures would serve as task lights to allow staff to work on the treatment equipment or
for access to local control boxes. As per § 130.2(c) of the California Energy Code (California Energy Code,
2022), all outdoor lighting for new non-residential uses must be controlled with an astronomical time-switch
control, or other control capable of shutting off the outdoor lighting when daylight is available. These light
fixtures would be on at dusk and off at dawn. However, consistent with the City’s Ordinance 17.84.050, any
new interior and exterior lighting would be designed to confine lighting to the premises. Additionally, the
Centimudi Boat Launching Facility parking lot, which is adjacent to the proposed location of the water tank,
is minimally illuminated for safety and security. Therefore, the downward-facing security lighting constructed
as part of the proposed project would not result in a substantially new introduction of lighting to the project
area. The proposed water storage tank would be primarily constructed out of either welded steel or
reinforced prestressed concrete; these building materials are not considered reflective and thus would not
produce substantial glare. Therefore, potential impacts to day and nighttime views associated with lighting
on the project site would be considered less than significant; localized and minor effect.

3.2.4 MITIGATION MEASURES

The following mitigation measures shall be implemented to avoid or minimize adverse visual impacts to the
proposed project.

AES-1: Provide Vegetation Screening

The project proponent shall preserve sufficient vegetation within, at the edge of, or adjacent to construction
area to screen views from public trails, parks, recreation areas, and roadways. In addition, the project
proponent shall ensure that the project site is vegetated with trees or other plant species and vegetation
will be maintained to the same screening level for as long as the tank is present on the site; quantity and
size shall be in keeping with any adopted Scenic Corridor Guidelines, Landscape Manual, and the
vegetative character of the project site to the extent that the species are compatible with existing vegetation.
Planting shall be sufficient to provide screening from the ground up when mature. Verification of the
adequacy of the proposed plantings will occur through City and USFS review and approval of the proposed
project’s landscape plan.

AES-2: Standard Environmental Color

The project proponent shall match the water tank and perimeter fencing to the dominant surrounding color
of the project site to the satisfaction of USFS Landscape Architect. If required, the water tank will be
repainted using same color or a color to the satisfaction of USFS Landscape Architect. Implementation of
this measure will reduce the starkness of contrast between the new water tank and surrounding forested
land.
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3.3 AGRICULTURE/FORESTRY RESOURCES

3.3.1 ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST

AGRICULTURE/FORESTRY RESOURCES

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
With
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less-
Than-
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

In determining whether impacts to agricultural resources are
significant environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to the
California Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment Model
(1997) prepared by the California Department of Conservation as an
optional model to use in assessing impacts on agriculture and
farmland. In determining whether impacts to forest resources,
including timberland, are significant environmental effects, lead
agencies may refer to information compiled by the California
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection regarding the State’s
inventory of forest land, including the Forest and Range Assessment
Project and the Forest Legacy Assessment project; and forest carbon
measurement methodology provided in Forest Protocols adopted by
the California Air Resources Board. Would the proposed project:

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of
Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown on the maps
prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring
Program of the California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural
use?

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson
Act contract?

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land
(as defined in PRC § 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by
PRC§ 4526), or timberland zoned Timberland Production (as
defined by Government Code § 51104(g))?

d) Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to
non-forest use?

e) Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to
their location or nature, could result in conversion of Farmland, to
non-agricultural use or conversion of forest land to non-forest
use?
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3.3.2 SETTING
Regulatory Context
Federal

Farmland Protection Policy Act

The Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) is intended to minimize the impact federal programs have on
the unnecessary and irreversible conversion of farmland to non-agricultural uses. It assures that federal
programs are administered in a matter that is compatible with state and local units of government, and
private programs and policies to protect farmland (7 United States Code [USC] § 4201).

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), responsible for the implementation of the FPPA,
categorizes farmland in a number of ways. These categories include: prime farmland, farmland of Statewide
importance, and unique farmland. Prime farmland is considered to have the best possible features to
sustain long-term productivity.

Farmland of Statewide importance includes farmland similar to prime farmland but with minor shortcomings,
such as greater slopes or less ability to store soil moisture. Unique farmland is characterized by inferior
soils and generally needs irrigation depending on climate. The Land Evaluation and Site Assessment is a
numeric rating system used by the NRCS to evaluate the relative agricultural importance of farmlands.

National Forest Management Act of 1976 (U.S.C. Title 16 § 1600)

The National Forest Management Act of 1976 was designed to counter damage to natural ecosystems on
national forest system lands. The Act put in place a system for forest management following several
debates over the legality of clear-cutting forests. In an effort to protect national forests from excessive and
destructive logging, Congress instructed the USFS to develop regulations that limit the size of clear-cuts,
protect streams from logging, restrict the annual rate of cutting, and ensure prompt reforestation
(16 USC 1600).

Multiple Use and Sustained Act of 1960

Passed by Congress in 1960, the Multiple Use and Sustained Act of 1960 authorizes and directs the
Secretary of Agriculture to develop and administer the renewable resources of timber, range, water,
recreation, and wildlife on the national forests for multiple use and sustained yield of the products and
services. This is the first law to have the five major uses of national forests contained in one law equally,
with no use greater than any other.

Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976

The Federal Land Policy Management Act makes it law that “public lands be retained in federal ownership.”
This law is primarily responsible for protecting the quality of the scientific, scenic, historical, ecological,
environmental, air and atmospheric, water resource, and archaeological values of certain public lands,
including USFS lands. Where appropriate, this law also protects and preserves public lands in their natural
condition so these lands can provide food and habitat for fish and wildlife and domestic animals and provide
for outdoor recreation and human occupancy and use.
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Local
Shasta County General Plan
The County’s General Plan includes the following objectives and policies that apply to the proposed project.

POLICY T-2 Protection of timberlands from incompatible adjacent land uses which adversely
impact forest management activities.

City of Shasta Lake General Plan
There are no City General Plan objectives and policies that apply to the proposed project.

Environmental Setting

The project site is located entirely within the Whiskeytown-Shasta-Trinity National Recreation Area within
the Shasta-Trinity National Forest. The project site has a land use designation of National Recreation Area
(NRA-S), which does not preclude the construction of a water tank. The California Department of
Conservation’s (DOC) California Important Farmland Finder does not delineate farmland on federal lands,
and because the project site is within a National Forest, no farmland has been identified on or in the vicinity
of the project site (DOC, 2022a).

A NRCS Custom Soils Report was prepared for the project site (NRCS, 2022). Soils on the project site are
a mixture of Goulding-Holland families association, Boomer very stony clay loam, and Goulding very rocky
loam, further described in Section 3.8. These soils are not considered to be prime farmland or farmland of
importance (NRCS, 2022).

3.3.3 DISCUSSION OF IMPACTS
Questions A and B

There is no prime farmland, unique farmland, or farmland of Statewide importance on or in the vicinity of
the project site. There are no agricultural resources present on the project site, and as the land is within
federal land, the land cannot be placed under a Williamson Act Contract. There are no federally protected
farmlands on or within the project site. Therefore, there would be no impacts; no effects.

Question C

The project site is designated as Public Land and zoned as National Recreation Area (NRA-S). Additionally,
the project site is located within a National Recreation Area and is designated as forest land. Under this
zoning and land use designation, a water tank is an allowable land use with issuance of a Special Use
Permit. Thus, consistent with the project site zoning and land use designations, a Special Use Permit from
the USFS would be acquired prior to construction of the proposed project. With acquisition of the Special
Use Permit, there would be no zoning or land use conflict, and a re-zone or land use amendment would not
be necessary. Therefore, the impact would be less than significant; localized and minor effect.

Question D

The project site is currently zoned National Recreation Area (NRA-S) and is designated as Public Land
(PUB). Construction and operation of the proposed project would be consistent with the existing zoning and
land use designation and would not conflict with zoning for agricultural, forest, or timberland use. Although
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the proposed project would require the removal of trees during construction, it is anticipated only one grey
pine would require removal and, therefore, would not result in significant loss of forest land. Thus, the impact
would be less than significant; localized and minor effect.

Question E

As discussed above, there are no agricultural resources on or near the project site. There would be no
conversion of farmland to non-agricultural uses. Therefore, there would be no impact; no effect.

3.3.4 MITIGATION MEASURES

None required.
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3.4 AIR QUALITY

3.4.1 ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST

. Less Than
Potentially Sianificant With Less-Than- N
ignificant Wi o}
AIR QUALITY Significant d o Significant
Mitigation Impact
Impact Impact
Incorporated
Where available, the significance criteria established by
the applicable air quality management district or air
pollution control district may be relied upon to make the
following determinations. Would the proposed project:
a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the . . X .
applicable air quality plan?
b) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of
any criteria pollutant for which the project region is = 0 X 0
nonattainment under an applicable federal or State
ambient air quality standard?
c) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant
: U O X O
concentrations?
d) Result in other emissions (such as those leading to
odors) adversely affecting a substantial number of O O X O
people?

3.4.2 SETTING

Air quality is monitored, evaluated, and regulated by federal, State, regional, and local regulatory agencies
and jurisdictions, including the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the California Air Resources
Board (CARB), and the Shasta County Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). The EPA, CARB, and
the SCAQMD develop rules and/or regulations to attain the goals or directives imposed by legislation. Both
State and regional regulations may be more, but not less, stringent than federal regulations.

Regulatory Context
Federal

Clean Air Act

The federal CAA was enacted for the purposes of protecting and enhancing the quality of the nation’s air
resources to benefit public health, welfare, and productivity. Basic components of the CAA and its
amendments include National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for major air pollutants and state
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implementation plans (SIP). The EPA is the federal agency responsible for identifying criteria air pollutants
(CAP), establishi