Appendix C

Notice of Completion & Environmental Document Transmittal

Mail to: State Clearinghouse, P.O. Box 3044, Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 (916) 445-0613
For Hand Delivery/Street Address: 1400 Tenth Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 SCH #

Project Title: North Susanville Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) Fuel Treatments Project

Lead Agency: Honey Lake Valley Resource Conservation District Contact Person: Kelsey Siemer
Mailing Address: 170 Russell Ave, Suite C Phone: (530)260-0067
City: Susanville Zip: 96130 County: Lassen
Project Location: County: Lassen City/Nearest Community: Susanville
Cross Streets: Zip Code:
Longitude/Latitude (degrees, minutes and seconds): ° ' "N/ ° ' "W Total Acres; 87,500-acre
Assessor's Parcel No.: Section: Twp.: Range: Base:
Within 2 Miles:  State Hwy #: Waterways:

Airports: Railways: Schools:

Document Type:

CEQA: [] NoP [] DraftEIR NEPA: [] NoI Other: [] Joint Document
] Early Cons [] Supplement/Subsequent EIR (] EA ] Final Document
] Neg Dec (Prior SCH No.) ] Draft EIS ] Other:
@ MitNeg Dec  Other: ] FONSI

Local Action Type:

[] General Plan Update M Specific Plan [] Rezone [] Annexation

[] General Plan Amendment [ ] Master Plan [] Prezone [] Redevelopment

[1 General Plan Element [] Planned Unit Development  [] Use Permit [] Coastal Permit

] Community Plan [] Site Plan ] Land Division (Subdivision, etc.) [] Other:

Development Type:

[] Residential: Units Acres

] Office: Sq.ft. Acres Employees [] Transportation: Type

] Commercial:Sq.ft. Acres Employees ] Mining: Mineral

] Industrial: ~ Sq.ft. Acres Employees ] Power: Type MW

[] Educational: [] Waste Treatment: Type MGD

[] Recreational: ] Hazardous Waste: Type

[] Water Facilities: Type MGD [] Other: Forestry

Project Issues Discussed in Document:

[] Aesthetic/Visual [] Fiscal [] Recreation/Parks ] Vegetation

1 Agricultural Land ] Flood Plain/Flooding ] Schools/Universities [] Water Quality

] Air Quality (W] Forest Land/Fire Hazard ] Septic Systems ] Water Supply/Groundwater

] Archeological/Historical [] Geologic/Seismic ] Sewer Capacity [] Wetland/Riparian

] Biological Resources ] Minerals ] Soil Erosion/Compaction/Grading [ ] Growth Inducement

] Coastal Zone ] Noise [] Solid Waste [] Land Use

[] Drainage/Absorption ] Population/Housing Balance [] Toxic/Hazardous ] Cumulative Effects

] Economic/Jobs ] Public Services/Facilities [ ] Traffic/Circulation ] Other:

Project Description: (please use a separate page if necessary)

*see page 3

Note: The State Clearinghouse will assign identification numbers for all new projects. If a SCH number already exists for a project (e.g. Notice of Preparation or

previous draft document) please fill in.
Revised 2010



Reviewing Agencies Checklist

Lead Agencies may recommend State Clearinghouse distribution by marking agencies below with and "X".
If you have already sent your document to the agency please denote that with an "S".

___ Air Resources Board _____ Office of Historic Preservation
____ Boating & Waterways, Department of ______ Office of Public School Construction
_____ California Emergency Management Agency ___ Parks & Recreation, Department of
_____ California Highway Patrol __ Pesticide Regulation, Department of
__ Caltrans District# Public Utilities Commission
_____ Caltrans Division of Aeronautics X RegionalWQCB#6
____ Caltrans Planning ___ Resources Agency
____ Central Valley Flood Protection Board ___ Resources Recycling and Recovery, Department of
____ Coachella Valley Mtns. Conservancy ______ S.F. Bay Conservation & Development Comm.
____ Coastal Commission __ San Gabriel & Lower L.A. Rivers & Mtns. Conservancy
______ Colorado River Board ______SanJoaquin River Conservancy
___ Conservation, Department of ______ Santa Monica Mtns. Conservancy
__ Corrections, Department of ___ State Lands Commission
__ Delta Protection Commission ____ SWRCB: Clean Water Grants
___ Education, Department of _____ SWRCB: Water Quality
Energy Commission ______ SWRCB: Water Rights
X Fish & Game Region# 1 _____ Tahoe Regional Planning Agency
___ Food & Agriculture, Department of ___ Toxic Substances Control, Department of
___ Forestry and Fire Protection, Department of ___Water Resources, Department of
__ General Services, Department of
___ Health Services, Department of Other:
Housing & Community Development Other:

Native American Heritage Commission

Local Public Review Period (to be filled in by lead agency)

Starting Date 12/8/2023 Ending Date 01/07/2023

Lead Agency (Complete if applicable):

Consulting Firm: TCK Ecological Applicant; Lassen Fire Safe Council
Address: P.O. Box 9335 Address: 1825 Main Street
City/State/Zip; Chico, CA,95927 City/State/Zip: Susanville, CA 96130
Contact: Tim Keesy Phone: (530) 251-5560

Phone: (530) 260-0934

Signature of Lead Agency Representative: QP /\/\_D Date: 12/8/2023
I\ U L= _—

Authority cited: Section 21083, Public Resources Code. Reference: Section 21161, Public Resources Code.
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Project Description

The project is a fuels reduction and ecological enhancement effort situated within the WUI north of
the City. The majority of the project area consists of overstocked forest stands, or stands where
brush has established, creating a wildfire risk. Of the +/-57,300 acres of the project area that are
located within the State Response Area (SRA), 80% are classified as “Very High Fire Hazard
Severity” (45,666 ac.), and an additional 8% are classified as “High Fire Hazard Severity” (4,330
ac.). This project will implement fuel reduction activities to improve the protection of homes,
communities and public and private lands from fire while protecting environmental, natural and
cultural resources. Dominant vegetation within the project area includes annual grasslands, black
oak, mixed conifer-hardwood forest, Sierra mixed-conifer forest, eastside pine, and scrub
communities dominated by sagebrush, bitterbrush, and mountain mahogany. The project will reduce
fuel loads in Eastside Pine (EPN), Sierra Mixed Conifer (SMC), Montane Hardwood Conifer
(MHC), and Sagebrush (SGB) habitats. Target fuels are brush, and small and suppressed trees. The
project also includes the removal of dead, dying and/or hazard trees adjacent to homes that will
reduce wildfire risk in the home ignition zone and to utility infrastructure. Portions of the project
area, not including the City of Susanville, are relatively remote, and accessible only by private
roads. Portions of the project area are fairly steep with the majority of the project area having mild
slope. The project objectives are:

1. To enhance ecological health by re-establishing a fine-grain mosaic of habitats and

successional stages, promoting the resiliency of oak woodlands, conifer stands, and

shrub communities to fire and climate change, and encouraging native species diversity;

2. To implement fuel reduction that will improve public safety for local communities

including Susanville, Lake Forest, and Willow Creek; and

3. To provide for the safe and permanent re-introduction of prescribed and cultural fire as a
stewardship tool.

To accomplish these objectives, the applicant proposes to reduce scrub continuity and density of
small diameter trees through a variety of management techniques to promote a diverse age-class
mosaic and reduce wildfire related risks to oak woodlands, conifer forests, and shrub communities.
The project applicant is the Lassen Fire Safe Council, Inc.(LFSC), a grass-roots, community-led
non-profit organization that mobilizes residents to protect their homes, communities, and
environments from catastrophic wildfire. The LESC is working in partnership with Honey Lake
Valley RCD, Susanville Indian Rancheria, Sierra Pacific Industries, W.M. Beaty, and residents
living within the Susanville WUI.
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