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Notice of Exemption Appendix E

To: Office of Planning and Research From: (Public Agency):; State Water Resources Control Board
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 1001 | Street Sacramento, CA 95814
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044
County Clerk
County of: Los Angeles (Address)

Project Title: Establishing a baseline census and ecological monitoring program for Zostera pacifica habitats in coastal southern California

Project Applicant: The Bay Foundation

Project Location - Specific:

Malibu (34.027587, -118.706435), Catalina Island (EastEnd 33.297875, -118.320909) .

Malibu, Redondo Beach, Catalina Island, La Jolla

Project Location - County: -0S Angeles, San Diego

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:

Project Location - City:

Seagrasses provide myriad ecosystem services but are experiencing staggering rates of loss through cumulative impacts. The saliency of eelgrass loss is recognized in numerous agency planning documents as eelgrass meadows are highly productive and
critical habitats. Unfortunately, eelgrass restoration focused on Zostera pacifica is currently hampered by a dearth of scientific understanding of the species physical environmental requirements and a limited number of successful restoration case studies. This
project takes a multifaceted approach to develop and establish a y census of aquatic veg (SAV), focusing on Z. pacifica, within Santa Monica Bay (SMB), and create a biophysical baseline characterization of the
ecological conditions within extant Z. pacifica habitat. This project will fill important gaps in the understanding of general habitat conditions for Z. pacifica and yield time series important for gathering valuable baseline
characterization and ecological conditions within . pacifica habitats. These data will inform the efficacy of successful seagrass restoration efforts in the coastal ecosystems of southern California. Continuous in situ time series measurements of temperature,
light regimes, near-bottom wave characterization, and discrete sampling to support and augment on-going biological monitoring will be taken. Project partners will deploy sensors at nine sites (2 in Malibu, 4 on Catalina Island, 2 in SMB transplant sites, and 1
in La Jolla, San Diego) to acquire a suite of environmental data metrics. This strategic data acquisition program will address the central scientific problem of ing key physical drivers the realized niche of Z. pacifica and
enhance applied restoration efforts from local to regional scales with significant potential benefits for southern California coastal shelf habitats.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: State Water Resources Control Board

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: 1 n€ Bay Foundation

Exempt Status: (check one):
O Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
O Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
OO0 Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: S€ction 15306, Information Collection, Class 6
O Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

Reasons why project is exempt:

The Project involves periodic sampling and collections in subtidal marine waters which will result
in negligible disturbance or impact to the ecosystem and species. The project consists of basic
data collection and research activities which will not result in major disturbances to the
environment.

Lead Agency i
Contact Person: _Luke Ginger Area Code/Telephone/Extension: 213-576-6736

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.

2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project? No

Signature: Luke Ginger $amiais o Date: 1/4/2024 Title:  Senior Environmental Scientist
« Signed by Lead Agency Signed by Applicant
Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date Received for filing at OPR:

Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.

Revised 2011


LGinger
Oval
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