| Print Form l

Notice of Exemption Appendix E

California Department of Transportation (Caltrans)

To: Office of Planning and Research From: (Public Agency):
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044

County Clerk
County of: San Bernardino (Address)

Project Title: DesertXpress High-Speed Rail System — Apple Valley to Rancho Cucamonga Project

California Department of Transportation

Project Applicant:

Project Location - Specific:
Between Victor Valley, California and Rancho Cucamonga, California within the existin

San Bernardino

Apple Valley, Victorville, Hesperia, Fontana, Rancho Cucamongz

Project Location - County:

Project Location - City:
Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:

The Secretary of the California State Transportation Agency (CalSTA) has delegated to the Department of Transportation (Caltrans)
authority granted under Public Utility Code Section 7551.1 to execute a leasehold agreement with XpressWest concerning State
right-of-way which is not otherwise disposed of or in use for its proposed privately funded high-speed passenger rail line between
Victor Valley and Rancho Cucamonga, California, within the existing Interstate 15 alignment.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: California Department of Transportation

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: California Department of Transportation

Exempt Status: (check one):
O Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
U Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
OO0 Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
O Categorical Exemption. State type and section number:
Statutory Exemptions. State code number: Public Resources Code section 21080, subdivision (b)(10)

Reasons why project is exempt:

Caltrans’s action is limited to the execution of a Right of Way Use Agreement with XpressWest. This action to enter into a Right of Way
Use Agreement concerning a portion of Interstate 15 rights-of-way for the construction, operation, and maintenance of passenger
high-speed rail qualifies as a Statutory Exemption under Public Resources Code section 21080, subdivision (b)(10) as a project for the
institution or increase of passenger or commuter services on rail or highway rights-of-way already in use, including modernization of
existing stations and parking facilities.

Lead Agency
Contact Person: Andrew M Walters Area Code/Telephone/Extension: _(909) 260-5178

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project? EYes [ No

Signature:@(gd, W wﬂw Date: 1/9/2024 Title:  Senior Environmental Planner

[ Signed by Lead Agency O Signed by Applicant

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date Received for filing at OPR:
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.

Revised 2011
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