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Date: January 26, 2024
Project Title: Wave Data Collection
Project Location: Bothin Marsh Open Space Preserve, Mill Valley Marin County, California
Assessor's Parcel: 052-350-33; 059-310-01

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of the Project: Marin County Open Space District
(MCOSD) is proposing to install a temporary equipment with the purpose of measuring wave conditions in
north Richardson Bay near the shoreline of the Bothin Marsh Preserve. Equipment would include a sonic
wave sensor and a high frequency pressure transducer. The instruments would be installed for approximately
three months, between January and April 2024.

The sonic wave sensor would be installed on the mudflat approximately 200 feet offshore of South Bothin
Marsh. It would measure wave heights over the mudflat approaching the marsh shoreline and would consist
of two units: the sonic wave sensor and a data collector unit with attached solar panel. Each of the two units
would be mounted on a galvanized steel pipe, or similar, that would be temporarily embedded in unvegetated
mudflat. Each pipe would be approximately 12-15 feet long and approximately 3 inches in diameter. Each
pipe would be driven into the mud deep enough to provide a stable platform that will not move or tilt under
anticipated wave conditions. The instruments would be mounted to the top of the pipe, approximately 8 feet
above the mudflat, and at least 2 feet above typical high tide elevations. The footprint of each pipe and
attached instruments would be less than one square foot. The installation would be performed using handheld
tools including hammers, wrenches, and screwdrivers.

The pressure transducer would be installed on the seabed in the deep channel east of the Highway 101
Bridge. It would measure offshore tide elevations and to provide a measurement of wave heights at a
deepwater location (to measure waves during low tides when the mudflat at the sonic sensor is dry). The
plastic and metal frame would be lowered to rest on the seabed and its footprint would be less than 10 square
feet. The pressure transducer would then be attached to the frame along with two marine grade rigging lines
that would be used to lower the instrument into place and to recover the instrument at the end of the
deployment. These lines may include sections of chain or attached ballast weights to prevent the lines from
floating and reduce the risk of tangling/snags. The free end of the lines will be attached to a high-visibility
buoy or secured to one of the nearby bridge piers.

The proposed instrument installation is anticipated to have a de minimis impact to surface waters due to the
very small footprint of the instruments; the short duration of the instrument installation; no vegetation would
be removed to install, monitor, or remove the equipment; and no disturbance to wildlife is anticipated. All
installed instruments and mounting hardware would be suitable for contact with coastal waters and would be
free from harmful coatings and other pollutants. All work would be performed by experienced field technicians
who are familiar with safe watercraft operations, marine instrument installation, and work in and around
sensitive aquatic habitats.

Public Agency Approving Project: Marin County Open Space Preserve
Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out the Project: Max Korten, Director and General Manager

Reasons for Exemption: Marin County Open Space District has reviewed the project along with its
environmental setting and has determined it to be categorically exempt from the California Environmental
Quality Act under the following sections of the California Administrative Code:
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Section 15306: Information Collection: The proposed project consists of the MCOSD conducting basic
data collection, research, experimental management, and resource evaluation activities which do not result
in a serious or major disturbance to an environmental resource for the purpose of gathering information to
inform the proposed Evolving Shorelines Project at Bothin Marsh, for which a separate environmental
document would be prepared in compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act. Implementation
of the proposed project would not result in significant impacts based on location and would not impact an
environmental resource or any designated environmental resource of critical concern. The project area is not
located on a hazardous waste site pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 or within a state scenic
highway. Implementation of the proposed project would not affect scenic resources, historical buildings, rock
outcroppings, result in cumulative impacts; or result in a significant effect to the environment due to unusual
circumstances.

Lead Agency Contact Person:

Michelle Julene, Senior Regulatory Open Space Planner

Marin County Parks and Open Space District
(415)444-6740 (Office Cell)
Michelle.Julene@MarinCounty.gov
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BOTHIN MARSH - EVOLVING SHORELINES PROJECT
WAVE DATA COLLECTION
JANUARY 26, 2024
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State of California - Department of Fish and Wildlife
| 2024 ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FILING FEE

DFW 753.5a (REV. 01/01/24) Previously DFG 753.5a

SEEINSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE. TYPE ORPRINT CLEARLY.

Print

Save I

RECEIPT NUMBER;
21 —p1/26/2024 — 025

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER (If applicable)

LEAD AGENCY

MARIN COUNTY PARKS & OPEN SPACE DISTRICT

LEADAGENCY EMAIL

DATE

01/26/2024

COUNTY/STATE AGENCY OF FILING
|IVIan'n

DOCUMENT NUMBER

PROJECT TITLE

WAVE DATA COLLECTION

PROJECT APPLICANT NAME

MARIN COUNTY PARKS & OPEN SPACE DISTRICT

PROJECT APPLICANT EMAIL
MICHELLE.JULENE@marincounty.gov

PHONE NUMBER
(415)444-6740

PROJECT APPLICANT ADDRESS

3501 CIVIC CENTER DRIVE, RM 260

CITY

SAN RAFAEL

STATE

CA

ZIP CODE

94903

PROJECT APPLICANT (Check appropriate box)
Local Public Agency [] School District

[[] other Special District

[] state Agency [] Private Entity

CHECK APPLICABLE FEES:
[J Environmental Impact Report (EIR)
[0 wmitigated/Negative Declaration (MND)(ND)

[0 Certified Regulatory Program (CRP) document - payment due directly to CDFW

Exempt from fee
[F] Notice of Exemption (attach)
[0 CDFW No Effect Determination (attach)

[0 Fee previously paid (attach previously issued cash receipt copy)

[ water Right Application or Petition Fee (State Water Resources Control Board only)

[ County documentary handling fee
[ other
PAYMENT METHOD:
O Cash [ Credit [ Check [ other

$4,051.25
$2,916.75
$1,377.25

$850.00

TOTAL RECEIVED

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

SIGNATURE =
/i
X 0 O‘/@ép%')

AGENCY OF FILING PRINTED NAME AND TITLE

MARIN COUNTY CLERK; OLGA LOBATO, ARCC SUPERVISOR

ORIGINAL - PROJECT APPLICANT COPY - CDFW/ASB

COPY - LEAD AGENCY

COPY - COUNTY CLERK DFW 753.5a (Rev. 01012024)



