Notice of Exemption
To: Office of Planning and Research From: (Public Agency) Butte County Resource Conservation

P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 Sacramento, CA District
95812-3044 150 Chuck Yeager Way, Ste A

Oroville, CA. 95965

(Address) -
[y
County Clerk / County of ﬂ L E
Butte
155 Nelson Ave
MAR 2 2 2024
Oroville, CA 95965-3411
Project Title: Hunt Ranch Restoration N ke
. - ) ENL TTE CO. CLERK
Project Applicant: Point Blue Conservation Science ) DEPUTY

Project Location — Specific: 150 Enloe Lane

Project Location - City: Oroville, CA. 95966 Project Location - County: Butte
Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project: »

This project is located on undeveloped blue oak woodland and annual grassland habitat that is currently used for seasonal cattie
grazing. The goals of this project are to 1) restore the riparian ecoystem 2) enhance the blue oak woodland and 3) create habitat
for cavity nesting birds. To achieve these goals, the project activities would include: an installment of exclusionary fencing around
the creek; acorn planting; native riparian sapling plating; hand brush piling; and the installation of three American Kestrel nest
boxes.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Butte County Resource Conservation District

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: _ Point Blue Conservation Science
Exempt Status: (check one)
Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
El Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
D Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
(X Categorical Exemption. Class 4: Minor Alterations to Land (§15304)
(] statutory Exemptions.

Reasons why project is exempt:
The project is non-ground disturbing except for minor disturbance of wildlife-friendly fence installation, bird box installation, native
seed planting, and native sapling planting. All work related to fence installation will occur outside of ground-nesting season (April
15th-August 15th) or after pre-implementation surveys have been completed. For species such as the burrowing owl or western
spadefoot toad, all known burrowing sites will be avoided during fence and/or bird box installation.

Project implementation, as designed, would have less than significant impact in each resource area, and an exemption pursuant to
§15304 is indicated.

Lead Agency Contact Person: Thad Walker, District Manager Area Code/Telephone/Extension: (530) 693-3173

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project: D Yes

No
Signature: . Date: Title: —{> Vall v
AP B 4 e 2es Foeo 0D (Gainium

g

X Signed by Lead Agency D Signed by Applicant

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date received for filing at OPR:

Reference: Sections 21108, 21108, 21152, and 211521, Public Resources Code.
Butte County Resource Conservation District Notice of Exemption 1



Butie County Resource Conservation District

Hunt Ranch Restoration

Author: Faith A. Churchill
Title: Shared Stewardship Coordinator

Address: 150 Chuck Yeager Way, Ste. A, Oroville, CA 95965

Phone; (530) 643-3757
Email: faith@bered.org

Project Name: Hunt Ranch Restoration

Project Number:N/A n/a
County: Butte
Acres: 1.6

Legal Location: TI8N RO4E MDM
Section 11

Name of USGS 7.5’Quad Map(s): Bangor

XIProject Vicinity Map Attached XProject Location Map Attached I Photos Atiached

Other Public Agency Review/Permit Required:

Would the project result in: YES NO

alterations to a watercourse (DFG - Lake and Stream Alteration E

Agreement) conversion of timberland (CAL FIRE - Conversion Permil or O

Exemption) demolition (Local Air District - Demolition Permit) [} N

soil disturbance over | aere ] B

(RWQCB SWPPP) fill of possible wetlands O &
(404 Permit - USACE) other:

e~ = NI _—

Project Description and Environmental Setting: ‘

This project is located about 9 miles southeast of the City of Oroville. The land is undeveloped and currently used for
seasonal cattle grazing. Wyandotte Creek bisects the property and is surrounded by a blue oak woodland with components of ‘
annual grassland, brush, and native grassland (dominated by purple needle grass).

The goals of this project are to 1) restore the riparian ecosystem 2) enhance the blue oak woodland and 3) create habitat for
cavity nesting birds. To achieve the first goal of riparian ecosystem restoration, the project would install roughly 3050 feet of
wildlife friendly fencing to keep cattle from entering Wyandotte Creek. The fencing will be installed at a minimum of 100
feet away from the creek and wilt utilize T-posts and cemented corner braces. Since the area is already routinely grazed, the
disturbance from these activities is not expected to impact plant populations and will help protect sensitive riparian habitats
from future grazing impacts. Roughly 30 cottonwood, willow, and alder saplings will be planted along the riparian area as
well. To achieve the second goal of enhancing the blue oak woodland, 300 acorns will be collected and planted both in and |
around 5 brush piles that will be cut on site. Brush piles will be placed on the annual grassland that is largely comprised of |
non-native species such as medusahead, annual rye, and oats. The brush piles will also provide long term wildlifc habitat. As
for the third goal of creating new habitat for cavity nesting birds, three new American Kestrel nesting boxes will be mounted
on metal poles (see project activity map).




Environmental Impacts Analysis

Aesthetics:

X This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.

{J This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

[0 Based on the above analysis, an exemption is not appropriate for this project

XINo unusual circumnstances exist. Project qualifies as exempt under CEQA Guidelines §15304.

Agriculture and Forest Resources

X This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.

(3 This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

No mature scenic trees will be felled, and no prime or unique farmland converted to non-ag uses.
(J Based on the above analysis, an exemption is not appropriate for this project

XINo unusual circumstances exist. Project qualifies as exempt under CEQA Guidelines §15304.

Air Quality

X This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.

OThis topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

O Based on the above analysis, an exemption is not appropriate for this project

XINo unusual circumstances exist. Project qualifies as exempt under CEQA Guidelines §15304.

Biological Resources

[JThis topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.

This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

BCRCD conducted a nine-quad search of CNDDB resources to confirm no animal species with special status at the State level that cou
be harmed by the project have the potential to occur on-site. BCRCD found the integrated design features of the proposed project were
adequate to avoid any significant impacts on rare or common wildlife and that the project is likely to be beneficial, on the whole, to
riparian and upland native plant communities.

{0 Based on the above analysis, an exemption is not appropriate for this project

XINo unusual circumstances exist. Project qualifies as exempt under CEQA Guidelines §15304.

Cultural resources

[JThis topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.

& This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

Activities will be non-ground disturbing except for the incidental disturbance during hand-planting of native seeds, native riparian
sapling planting, and the installation of fencing and bird nesting boxes.

0 Based on the above analysis, an exemption is not appropriate for this project

XINo unusual circumstances exist. Project qualifies as exempt under CEQA Guidelines §15304.

Energy

X This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.

O This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

[0 Based on the above analysis, an exemption is not appropriate for this project

&INo unusual circumstances exist. Project qualifies as exempt under CEQA Guidelines §15304.

Geology and Soils

CThis topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.

X This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

The project does not propose ground disturbing activities on steep slopes, will not destabilize the soil, or expose humans to any
soil-related hazards.

(5 Based on the above analysis, an exemption is not appropriate for this project

XINo unusual circumstances exist. Project qualifies as exempt under CEQA Guidelines §15304.

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

{JThis topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.

X This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

The greenhouse gas emissions from riparian woodland restoration activities are negligible and likely to be offset over time by some



carbon sequestration from trees planted during the project.
[0 Based on the above analysis, an exemption is not appropriate for this project
XINo unusual circumstances exist. Project qualifies as exempt under CEQA Guidelines §15304.

Hazards and Hazardous Materials

(& This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.

[J This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

No hazardous material or hazardous waste sites are in or near the project area and the project as designed will not expose people to
additional hazards or hazardous materials.

(J Based on the above analysis, an exemption is not appropriate for this project

X No unusual circumstances exist. Project qualifies as exempt under CEQA Guidelines §15304.

Hydrology and Water Quality

X This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.

{(J This topic could apply to this project, and resuits of the assessment are provided below:

No channel disturbance or work in streams is part of the project.

{J Based on the above analysis, an exemption is not appropriate for this project

XINo unusual circumstances exist. Project qualifies as exempt under CEQA Guidelines §15304.

Land Use and Planning
X This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.
(J This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessmeunt are provided below:

(] Based on the above analysis, an exemption is not appropriate for this project
XINo unusual circumstances exist. Project qualifies as exempt under CEQA Guidelines §15304.

Mineral Resources

X This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.

[J This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

[J Based on the above analysis, an exemption is not appropriate for this project

XNo unusual circumstances exist. Project qualifies as exempt under CEQA Guidelines §15304.

Noise

O This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.

This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

Some limited use of gasoline-powered equipment (e.g. chainsaw, post pounders) would be part of the project duning ordinary working
hours. No homes or sensitive receptors (e.g. hospitals, daycare centers, etc) are within ' mile of the project area.

(] Based on the above analysis, an exemption is not appropriate for this project

&I No unusual circumstances exist. Project qualifies as exempt under CEQA Guidelines §15304.

Population and Housing

& This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.

[J This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

(0 Based on the above analysis, an exemption is not appropriate for this project

XINo unusual circumstances exist. Project qualifies as exempt under CEQA Guidelines §15304.

Public Services

X This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.

{J This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

The project will not increase the need for any public services or utilities

{J Based on the above analysis, an exemption is not appropriate for this project

XINo unusual circumstances exist. Project qualifies as exempt under CEQA Guidelines §15304.

Recreation

X This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.

] This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

{0 Based on the above analysis, an exemption is not appropriate for this project

XINo unusual circumstances exist. Project qualifies as exempt under CEQA Guidelines §15304.



Transportation/Traffic

X This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.

CC This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

Vehicle trips to the project area associated with the project would not increase traffic noticeably on the road that accesses the property.
(I Based on the above analysis, an exemption is not appropriate for this project

XINo unusual circumstances exist. Project qualifies as exempt under CEQA Guidclines §15304.

Tribal Cultural Resources

O This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.

X This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

Activities wil] be non-ground disturbing except for the incidental disturbance during hand-planting of native seeds, native riparian
sapling planting, and the installation of fencing and bird nesting boxes. Therefore, no disturbance to Tribal cultural resources is likely.
0 Based on the above analysis, an exemption is not appropriate for this project

XINo unusual circumstances exist. Project qualifies as exempt under CEQA Guidelines §15304.

Utilities and Service Systems

X This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.

O This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

O Based on the above analysis, an exemption is not appropriate for this project

XINo unusual circumstances exist. Project qualifies as exempt under CEQA Guidelines §15304.

Wildfire

O This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.

X This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

(] Based on the above analysis, an exemption is not appropriate for this project

[XINo unusual circumstances exist. Project qualifies as exempt under CEQA Guidelines §15304.

Mandatory Findings of Significance

X This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.

L] This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

The project does not have the potential to degrade the quality of the environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife
species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below sclf-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminatce a plant or animal community,
reduce the number or restrict the range of a rarc or endangered plant or animal or eliminate important examples of the major periods of
California history or prehistory. The project does not have impacts that are cumulatively considerable (i.e., incremental effects that
become considerable when viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the effects of other current projects, and the effects o
probable future projects). The project does not have environmental effects which will cause substantial adverse effects on human being
either directly or indirectly.

00 Based on the above analysis, an exemption is not appropriate for this project
XINo unusual circumstances exist. Project qualifies as exempt under CEQA Guidelines §15304.
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CNDOB Results for Hunt Ranch done by BCRCD Staff 2/8/2024
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Hatutat abaam
4.2 Habitst prossnt
42 Habdspt absent
Habatot absent, cutxide of
42 ranga (Calecipe)
Habeal absert, cutisds of
47 rang (Catscapa)
42 Habiat present
Halutal absent. putaids of
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