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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

This report presents the results of a Biological Inventory Report conducted for the Hazel Ridge project 

(Study Area). The approximately 4.63-acre Study Area is generally located east of Hazel Avenue, north of 

Calvert Avenue, south of Coan Lane, and west of Augustine Court in northeastern Sacramento County, 

California. The Study Area is located within Sections 32 and 33, Township 10 North, Range 7 East (MDB&M) 

of the “Folsom, California” 7.5-Minute Series USGS Topographic Quadrangle (USGS 2022) (Figure 1). The 

Study Area is within the Lower American Watershed HUC 18020111 (USGS 1978). This document includes 

information regarding the biological resources present within the Study Area, an assessment of special-

status species that may occur or be affected by the project, as well as a summary of the laws and regulations 

that may apply to the project in order to facilitate biological and California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 

review by the lead agency (Sacramento County). 

 

1.1 Project Description 

 

The Proposed Project is a residential development of 29 single family homes. This project will require a 

rezone of the current zoning for the parcel. There will be a 5,350 square foot bio-retention and detention 

pond located within the southeastern corner of the Study Area. This pond will serve to accept, retain, and 

treat onsite storm water. In the event that the basin fills it will flow into the existing storm water system. The 

existing upland swale will be piped in a 24” pipe and will be rerouted underground and tied into an existing 

24” storm drain. The current Tentative Map is included as Attachment A. 

 

2.0 REGULATORY SETTING 

 

This section describes federal, state and local laws and policies that are relevant to this assessment of 

biological resources. 

 

2.1 Federal Regulations 

 

2.1.1 Federal Endangered Species Act 

 

The Federal Endangered Species Act (FESA) of 1973 protects species that are federally listed as endangered 

or threatened with extinction. FESA prohibits the unauthorized “take” of listed wildlife species. Take includes 

harassing, harming, pursuing, hunting, shooting, wounding, killing, trapping, capturing, or collecting wildlife 

species or any attempt to engage in such activities.  Harm includes significant modifications or degradations 

of habitats that may cause death or injury to protected species by impairing their behavioral patterns. 

Harassment includes disruption of normal behavior patterns that may result in injury to or mortality of 

protected species. Civil or criminal penalties can be levied against persons convicted of unauthorized “take.”  

In addition, FESA prohibits malicious damage or destruction of listed plant species on federal lands or in 

association with federal actions, and the removal, cutting, digging up, damage, or destruction of listed plant 

species in violation of state law.  FESA does not afford any protections to federally listed plant species that 

are not also included on a state endangered species list on private lands with no associated federal action. 
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2.1.2 Clean Water Act, Section 404 

 

Section 404 of the Federal Clean Water Act requires that a Department of the Army permit be issued prior 

to the discharge of any dredged or fill material into waters of the United States, including wetlands.  The 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) administers this program, with oversight from the U. S. Environmental 

Protection Agency.  Waters of the United States include all navigable waters; interstate waters and wetlands; 

all intrastate waters and wetlands that could affect interstate or foreign commerce; impoundments of the 

above; tributaries of the above; territorial seas; and wetlands adjacent to the above.   

 

2.1.3 Migratory Bird Treaty Act 

 

The Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) prohibits the take, possession, import, export, transport, selling, 

purchase, barter, or offering for sale, purchase or barter, any native migratory bird, their eggs, parts, and 

nests, except as authorized under a valid permit (50 CFR 21.11.). Likewise, Section 3513 of the California Fish 

& Game Code prohibits the “take or possession” of any migratory non-game bird identified under the 

MBTA.   Therefore, activities that may result in the injury or mortality of native migratory birds, including 

eggs and nestlings, would be prohibited under the MBTA. 

 

2.1.4 Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act 

 

The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act of 1940 (as amended) provides for the protection of bald eagle 

and golden eagle by prohibiting the take, possession, sale, purchase, barter, offer to sell, purchase or barter, 

transport, export or import, of any bald or golden eagle, alive or dead, including any part, nest, or egg, 

unless allowed by permit [16 USC 668(a); 50 CFR 22]. The USFWS may authorize take of bald eagles and 

golden eagles for activities where the take is associated with, but not the purpose of, the activity and cannot 

practicably be avoided (50 CFR 22.26). 

 

2.2 State Regulations 

 

2.2.1 California Environmental Quality Act 

 

The California Environmental Quality Act requires evaluations of project effects on biological resources.  

Determining the significance of those effects is guided by Appendix G of the CEQA guidelines.  These 

evaluations must consider direct effects on a biological resource within the project site itself, indirect effects 

on adjacent resources, and cumulative effects within a larger area or region.  Effects can be locally important 

but not significant according to CEQA if they would not substantially affect the regional population of the 

biological resource. Significant adverse impacts on biological resources would include the following: 

 

 Substantial adverse effects on any species identified as candidate, sensitive, or special-status in local 

or regional plans, policies, or regulations or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

(CDFW) or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) (these effects could be either direct or via 

habitat modification); 
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 Substantial adverse impacts to species designated by the California Department of Fish and Game 

(2009) as Species of Special Concern;  

 Substantial adverse effects on riparian habitat or other sensitive habitat identified in local or 

regional plans, policies, or regulations or by CDFW and USFWS;  

 Substantial adverse effects on federally protected wetlands defined under Section 404 of the Clean 

Water Act (these effects include direct removal, filling, or hydrologic interruption of marshes, vernal 

pools, coastal wetlands, or other wetland types); 

 Substantial interference with movements of native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species 

population, or with use of native wildlife nursery sites; 

 Conflicts with local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources (e.g. tree preservation 

policies); and 

 Conflict with provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP), Natural Community 

Conservation Plan (NCCP), or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan. 

 

2.2.2 State Endangered Species Act 

 

With limited exceptions, the California Endangered Species Act (CESA) of 1984 protects state-designated 

endangered and threatened species in a way similar to FESA.  For projects on private property (i.e. that for 

which a state agency is not a lead agency), CESA enables CDFW to authorize take of a listed species that is 

incidental to carrying out an otherwise lawful project that has been approved under CEQA (Fish & Game 

Code Section 2081).  

 

2.2.3 California Fully Protected Species 

 

The State of California first began to designate species as “fully protected” prior to the creation of the 

federal and California ESAs. Lists of fully protected species were initially developed to provide protection to 

those animals that were rare or faced possible extinction and included fish, amphibians and reptiles, birds, 

and mammals. Most fully protected species have since been listed as threatened or endangered under the 

federal and/or California ESAs. The regulations that implement the Fully Protected Species Statute 

(California Fish and Game Code, § 4700 for mammals, § 3511 for birds, § 5050 for reptiles and amphibians, 

and § 5515 for fish) provide that fully protected species may not be taken or possessed at any time. 

Furthermore, CDFW prohibits any state agency from issuing incidental take permits for fully protected 

species. CDFW will issue licenses or permits for take of these species for necessary scientific research or live 

capture and relocation pursuant to the permit. 

 

2.2.4 California Species of Special Concern 

 

The Species of Special Concern (SSC) are defined by CDFW as a species, subspecies, or distinct population 

of an animal native to California that are not legally protected under the federal or California ESAs or the 

California Fish and Game Code, but currently satisfies one or more of the following criteria:  
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 The species has been completely extirpated from the state or, as in the case of birds, it has been 

extirpated from its primary seasonal or breeding role. 

 The species is listed as federally (but not state) threatened or endangered, or meets the state 

definition of threatened or endangered but has not formally been listed. 

 The species has or is experiencing serious (noncyclical) population declines or range retractions 

(not reversed) that, if continued or resumed, could qualify it for state threatened or endangered 

status. 

 The species has naturally small populations that exhibit high susceptibility to risk from any factor 

that if realized, could lead to declines that would qualify it for state threatened or endangered 

status. 

 

SSC are typically associated with habitats that are threatened. Project-related impacts to SSC, state-

threatened or endangered species are considered “significant” under CEQA. 

 

2.2.5 Native Plant Protection Act 

 

The Native Plant Protection Act (NPPA) was enacted in 1977 and allows the Fish and Game Commission to 

designate plants as rare or endangered. There are 64 species, subspecies, and varieties of plants that are 

protected as rare under the NPPA. The NPPA prohibits take of endangered or rare native plants, but includes 

some exceptions for agricultural and nursery operations; emergencies; and after properly notifying CDFW 

for vegetation removal from canals, roads, and other sites, changes in land use, and in certain other 

situations.  

 

2.2.6 Clean Water Act, Section 401 

 

Section 401 of the Clean Water Act requires any applicant for a 404 permit in support of activities that may 

result in any discharge into waters of the United States to obtain a water quality certification with the 

Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB).  This program is meant to protect these waters and 

wetlands by ensuring that waste discharged into them meets state water quality standards.  Because the 

water quality certification program is triggered by the need for a Section 404 permit (and both programs 

are a part of the Clean Water Act), the definition of waters of the United States under Section 401 is the 

same as that used by the USACE under Section 404.   

 

2.2.7 California Water Code, Porter-Cologne Act 

 

The Porter Cologne Act, from Division 7 of the California Water Code, requires any person discharging waste 

or proposing to discharge waste that could affect the quality of waters of the state to file a report of waste 

discharge (RWD) with the RWQCB.  The RWQCB can waive the filing of a report, but once a report is filed, 

the RWQCB must either waive or adopt water discharge requirements (WDRs).   “Waters of the state” are 

defined as any surface water or groundwater, including saline waters, within the boundaries of the state.   
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2.2.8 California Fish and Game Code, Section 1600 – Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement 

 

The CDFW is responsible for conserving, protecting, and managing California’s fish, wildlife, and native plant 

resources.  To meet this responsibility, the Fish and Game Code, Section 1602, requires notification to CDFW 

of any proposed activity that may substantially modify a river, stream, or lake.  Notification is required by 

any person, business, state or local government agency, or public utility that proposes an activity that will:  

 substantially divert or obstruct the natural flow of any river, stream or lake;  

 substantially change or use any material from the bed, channel, or bank of any river, stream, or lake; 

or 

 deposit or dispose of debris, waste, or other material containing crumbled, flaked, or ground 

pavement where it may pass into any river, stream, or lake.   

 

For the purposes of Section 1602, rivers, streams and lakes must flow at least intermittently through a bed 

or channel.  If notification is required and CDFW believes the proposed activity is likely to result in adverse 

harm to the natural environment, it will require that the parties enter into a Lake or Streambed Alteration 

Agreement (LSAA). 

 

2.2.9 California Fish and Game Code, Section 3503.5 - Raptor Nests 

 

Section 3503.5 of the Fish and Game Code makes it unlawful to take, possess, or destroy hawks or owls, 

unless permitted to do so, or to destroy the nest or eggs of any hawk or owl. 

 

2.3 Local Regulations 

 

2.3.1 Sacramento County Tree Ordinance 

 

All native oak trees and specified non-oak native trees that are four inches in diameter at breast height 

(dbh) (or 10-inch aggregate dbh for multi-trunk oaks and native walnut trees) including California sycamore 

(Platanus racemosa), northern California black walnut (Juglans californica v. hindsii), Oregon ash (Fraxinus 

latifolia), Goodding’s black willow (Salix gooddingii), box elder (Acer negundo v. californicum), white alder 

(Alnus rhombifolia), and California buckeye (Aesculus californica) are protected under the Sacramento 

County tree ordinance (County of Sacramento 2011). Prior to acquiring a permit from Sacramento County 

to remove any covered trees, a report from an International Society of Arboriculture certified arborist must 

be prepared according to Sacramento County’s Arborist Report Submittal Requirements. 

 

3.0 METHODOLOGY 

 

3.1 Literature Review 

 

A list of special-status species with potential to occur within the Study Area was developed by conducting 

a query of the following databases: 
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 California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) (CNDDB 2022) query of the Study Area and all areas 

within 5 miles of the Study Area (Figure 2); 

 USFWS Information for Planning and Conservation (IPaC) (USFWS 2022) query for the Study Area 

(Attachment B);  

 California Native Plant Society (CNPS) Rare and Endangered Plant Inventory (CNPS 2022) query of 

the “Folsom, California” USGS topo quadrangle, and the eight surrounding quadrangles 

(Attachment C); and 

 Western Bat Working Group (WBWG) Species Matrix (WBWG 2022). 

 

In addition, any special-status species that are known to occur in the region, but that were not identified in 

any of the above database searches were also analyzed for their potential to occur within the Study Area.   

 

For the purposes of this Biological Inventory Report, special-status species is defined as those species that 

are: 

 listed as threatened or endangered, or proposed or candidates for listing by the USFWS or National 

Marine Fisheries Service; 

 listed as threatened or endangered and candidates for listing by CDFW; 

 identified as Fully Protected species or species of special concern by CDFW; 

 identified as Medium or High priority species by the WBWG (WBWG 2022); and  

 plant species considered to be rare, threatened, or endangered in California by the CNPS and 

CDFW [California Rare Plant Rank (CRPR) 1, 2, and 3]: 

 CRPR 1A:  Plants presumed extinct. 

 CRPR 1B:  Plants rare, threatened, or endangered in California and elsewhere. 

 CRPR 2A:  Plants extirpated in California, but common elsewhere. 

 CRPR 2B:  Plants rare, threatened, or endangered in California, but more common elsewhere. 

 CRPR 3:  Plants about which the CNPS needs more information – a review list. 

 

3.2 Field Survey 

 

Madrone senior biologist Dustin Brown conducted a field survey of the Study Area on 30 June 2022. During 

this site visit, Mr. Brown conducted an aquatic resources delineation and assessed the suitability of habitats 

on-site to support special-status species. Meandering pedestrian surveys were performed on foot 

throughout the Study Area. Vegetation communities were classified in accordance with The Manual of 

California Vegetation, Second Edition (Sawyer, Keeler-Wolf and Evens 2009), and plant taxonomy was based 

on the nomenclature in the Jepson eFlora (Jepson Flora Project 2022).  A list of all wildlife species observed 

during field surveys is included as Attachment D. 

 

4.0 EXISTING CONDITIONS  

 

The Study Area is located within the unincorporated Orangevale community of northeastern Sacramento 

County. The Study Area is bounded to the west by Hazel Avenue, a major arterial road, to the east by 

medium-density residences built in the 1990s, to the north by low-density residences, and to the south by 
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medium-density residences. The Study Area contains a residence and associated cultivated trees and shrubs 

along Hazel Avenue. The majority of the Study Area to the east of the residence has intermittently been 

used for horse pasture but is now fallow. The northern, eastern, and southern boundaries are fenced with a 

mixture of chain link and redwood good-neighbor fences and the Study Area is regularly mowed for fire 

prevention. The topography on-site is generally flat at an elevation of 235 to 245 feet above mean sea level. 

 

4.1 Soils 

 

According to the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Soil Survey Database (NRCS 2022), two 

soil mapping units occur within the Study Area (Figure 2): (183) Orangevale coarse sandy loam, 2 to 5 

percent slopes and (240) Xerants-Urban land-San Joaquin complex, 0 to 5 percent slopes (NRCS 2022). 

None of these soils are gabbro in nature or contain serpentinite or alkaline qualities. 

 

4.2 Vegetation Communities 

The majority of the Study Area to the east of the onsite residence consists of ruderal grassland that had 

been recently mowed at the time of the survey. Dominant plant species observed within this vegetation 

community includes wild oat (Avena fatua), ripgut brome (Bromus diandrus), filaree (Erodium botrys), yellow 

star thistle (Centaurea solstitalis), and spring vetch (Vicia sativa). Other species observed in this vegetation 

community included black mustard (Brassica nigra) and field bindweed (Convolvulus arvensis). There are 

several trees located within this community including a patch of native interior live oak (Quercus wislizeni) 

located in the northeastern portion of the Study Area, several old olive trees (Olea europea) located along 

the northern boundary, scattered Valley oak (Quercus lobata) and interior live oak trees along the southern 

and southeastern portion of the Study Area, and some non-native English walnut (Juglans regia) and other 

non-native nut and fruit trees located within the western portion of the Study Area near the residence. See 

Figure 3 for a map of terrestrial vegetation communities. 

 

The western portion of the Study Area including Hazel Avenue and associated road shoulder and the 

residence consists of developed vegetation community. This area, where vegetated, consists of non-native 

ornamental and cultivar tree and shrub species (Figure 3) 

 

There is an upland (non-wetland) swale located within the eastern half of the Study Area. This feature 

conveys storm water from northwest to southeast during large rain events and exits the Study Area through 

a County-maintained storm water drainage inlet. This feature is topographically lower than the rest of the 

Study Area and appears to have been enlarged and straightened in the past. The upland swale is 

approximately two feet below grade and ten feet in width.  

 

4.3 Trees 

 

A total of 119 trees with a single trunk diameter at breast height (DBH) of 4 inches or greater were 

inventoried within or overhanging the Study Area. These 119 trees totaled 1,616 aggregate DBH. Of these 
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trees, 67 were native. Attachments E and F contain the arborist report and a map of all trees including the 

locations of trees slated for removal as part of this project. 

 

5.0 SPECIAL-STATUS SPECIES 

 

Table 1 provides a list of special-status species that were evaluated, including their listing status, habitat 

associations, and their potential to occur in the Study Area.  The following set of criteria was used to 

determine each species’ potential for occurrence on the site: 

 

 Present:  Species occurs on the site based on CNDDB records, and/or was observed on the site 

during field surveys.  

 High:  The site is within the known range of the species and suitable habitat exists. 

 Moderate:  The site is within the known range of the species and very limited suitable habitat exists. 

 Low:  The site is within the known range of the species and there is marginally suitable habitat or 

the species was not observed during protocol-level surveys conducted on-site. 

 Absent/No Habitat Present:  The site does not contain suitable habitat for the species, the species 

was not observed during protocol-level floristic surveys conducted on-site, or the site is outside the 

known range of the species. 

 

Figure 4 exhibits CNDDB occurrences within five miles of the Study Area.  Below is a discussion of all special-

status plant and animal species with potential to occur on the site. 

 

5.1 Birds 

 

5.1.1 Swainson's Hawk 

 

Swainson's hawk (Buteo swainsoni) is a raptor species that is not federally listed, but is listed as threatened 

under the California Endangered Species Act. Breeding pairs typically nest in tall trees associated with 

riparian corridors, and forage in grassland, irrigated pasture, and cropland with a high density of rodents 

(Shuford and Gardali 2008).  The Central Valley populations breed and nest in the late spring through early 

summer before migrating to Central and South America for the winter (Shuford and Gardali 2008). There is 

one documented occurrence of Swainson’s hawk within five miles of the Study Area (CNDDB 2022). This 

occurrence (CNDDB Occurrence Number 2262) is approximately 3 miles east of the Study Area and 

consisted of a nest documented in 1962. There is no specific location of the nest and it has not been 

observed since 1962 (CNDDB 2022). 

 

The large trees within the Study Area represent suitable nesting habitat. However, the Study Area is not 

near any large rivers or streams or high-quality foraging habitat for the species. The Study Area contains 

low potential foraging habitat for the species. 

   

 



Scientific Name
(Common Name)

Federal 
Status

State
Status Habitat Requirements Potential for Occurrence

Balsamorhiza macrolepis
Big-scale balsamroot

-- CRPR 1B.2 Prefers chaparral, cismontane woodland, and 
valley and foothill grasslands.  Often associated 
with serpentine soils.

No Habitat Present.  There is no chaparral, 
woodland, or suitable grassland habitat and 
no serpentine or gabberonic soils located 
within the Study Area.

Calystegia stebbinsii                       
Stebbin's morning-glory

FE CE, CRPR 
1B.1

Gabberonic or serpentine soils within chaparral 
openings or cismontaine woodland.

No Habitat Present.   No serpentine or 
gabberonic soils located within the Study 
Area.

Carex xerophila                                
Chaparral sedge

-- CRPR 1B.2 Chaparral, cismontane woodland, or lower 
montane coniferous forests within gabberonic 
or serpentine soils.

No Habitat Present.   No serpentine or 
gabberonic soils located within the Study 
Area.

Ceanothus roderrickii                       
Pine Hill ceanothus

FE CR, CRPR 
1B.1

Chaparral or cismontane woodland within 
gabberonic soils.

No Habitat Present.   No serpentine or 
gabberonic soils located within the Study 
Area.

Chlorogalum grandiflorum              
Red Hills soaproot

-- CRPR 1B.2 Chaparral, cismontane woodland, or lower 
montane coniferous forests within gabberonic 
or serpentine soils.

No Habitat Present.   No serpentine or 
gabberonic soils located within the Study 
Area.

Chloropyron molle ssp. hispidum                                 
Hispid bird's-beak

-- CRPR 1B.1 Prefers seasonally flooded , saline-alkali soils at 
elevations below 500 feet.

No Habitat Present.  No saline-alkali soils 
are present within the Study Area.

Clarkia biloba                     
Brandegee's clarkia

-- CRPR 4.2 Yellow pine forest, foothill woodland, and 
chaparral. 

No Habitat Present. There is no yellow pine 
forest, foothill woodland, or chaparral located 
within the Study Area.

Crocanthemum suffrutescens
Bisbee Peak rush-rose

-- CRPR 3.2 Preferers chaparral, often on serpentine, 
gabbroic, or Ione formation soils; in openings in 
chaparral. 45-840 m.

No Habitat Present.  There is no chaparral or 
serpentine or gabberonic soils located within 
the Study Area.

Table 2.  Special-Status Species with Potential to Occur within the Hazel Ridge Study Area
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Scientific Name
(Common Name)

Federal 
Status

State
Status Habitat Requirements Potential for Occurrence

Downingia pusilla
Dwarf downingia

-- CRPR 2B.2 Vernal pools and other depressional wetlands No Habitat Present.  There are no vernal 
pools or other mesic areas within the Study 
Area.

Eryngium pinnatisectum
Tuolumne button-celery

-- CRPR 1B.2 Found in vernal pools and other mesic areas in 
cismontane woodland and lower montane 
coniferous forests between 230 and 3,000 ft.

No Habitat Present.  There are no vernal 
pools or other mesic areas within the Study 
Area.

Fremontodendron decumbens                                                     
Pine Hill flannelbush

FE CR, CRPR 
1B.2

Foothill chaparral and cismontane woodland. 
Rocky ridges; gabbro or serpentine endemic; 
often among rocks and boulders. 425-770 m.

No Habitat Present.  There is no chaparral, 
woodland, or suitable grassland habitat and 
no serpentine or gabberonic soils located 
within the Study Area.

Galium californicum ssp. sierrae     
El Dorado bedstraw

FE CR, CRPR 
1B.2

Chaparral, cismontane woodland, or lower 
montane coniferous forests within gabberonic 
soils.

No Habitat Present.   No serpentine or 
gabberonic soils located within the Study 
Area.

Gratiola heterosepala
Bogg's Lake hedge-hyssop

-- CE, CRPR 
1B.2

Vernal pools and margins of lakes/ponds No Habitat Present.  There are no vernal 
pools or depressional wetlands within the 
Study Area.

Juncus leiospermus var. ahartii
Ahart's dwarf rush

-- CRPR 1B.2 Edges of vernal pools and other seasonally 
ponded features.

No Habitat Present.  There are no vernal 
pools or depressional wetlands within the 
Study Area.

Juncus leiospermus var. leiospermus
Red Bluff dwarf rush

-- CRPR 1B.1 Occurs in vernal mesic areas in chaparral, 
cismontane woodland, meadows and seeps, 
valley and foothill grassland, and vernal pools 
between 100' and 4,100' elevation.

No Habitat Present.  There are no vernal 
pools or other mesic areas within the Study 
Area.

Legenere limosa
Legenere

-- CRPR 1B.1 Vernal pools  No Habitat Present.  There are no vernal 
pools or depressional wetlands within the 
Study Area.
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Scientific Name
(Common Name)

Federal 
Status

State
Status Habitat Requirements Potential for Occurrence

Navarretia myersii ssp. myersii
Pincushion navarretia

-- CRPR 1B.1 Vernal pools No Habitat Present.  There are no vernal 
pools or depressional wetlands within the 
Study Area.

Orcuttia tenius                            
Slender Orcutt grass

FT CE Vernal pools No Habitat Present.  There are no vernal 
pools or depressional wetlands within the 
Study Area.

Orcuttia viscida                         
Sacramento Orcutt grass

FE CE Vernal pools No Habitat Present.  There are no vernal 
pools or depressional wetlands within the 
Study Area.

Packera layneae                             
Layne's ragwort

FT CR, CRPR 
1B.2

Chaparral or cismontane woodland within rocky 
serpentine or gabberonic soils.

No Habitat Present.   No serpentine or 
gabberonic soils located within the Study 
Area.

Sagittaria sanfordii
Sanford's arrowhead

-- CRPR 1B.2 Emergent marsh habitat, typically associated 
with drainages, canals, or irrigation ditches.

No Habitat Present. There are no marsh, 
canal, ditch, or drainage habitat within the 
Study Area. The upland swale within the Study 
Area does not support wetland plant species.

Wyethia reticulata                           
El Dorado County mule ears

-- CRPR 1B.2 Clay or gabberonic soils within chaparral, 
cismontane woodland, or lower montane 
coniferous forests

No Habitat Present.  No gabberonic clay 
soils are present within the Study Area.

Branchinecta conservatio
Conservancy  fairy shrimp

FE -- Large playa vernal pools. No Habitat Present.  There are no vernal 
pools or depressional wetlands within the 
Study Area.

Branchinecta lynchi
Vernal pool fairy shrimp

FT -- Vernal pools. No Habitat Present.  There are no vernal 
pools or depressional wetlands within the 
Study Area.

Invertebrates
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Scientific Name
(Common Name)

Federal 
Status

State
Status Habitat Requirements Potential for Occurrence

Danaus plexippus
Monarch Butterfly 

FC -- During the breeding season Monarch's lay their 
eggs on their obligate milkweed host plant 
(primarily Asclepias spp. )

No Habitat Present. The Study Area lacks 
host plants (Milkweed) and overwintering 
groves of eucalyptus trees.

Desmocerus californicus dimorphus
Valley elderberry longhorn beetle

FT -- Dependent upon elderberry (Sambucus species) 
shrubs as primary host species.

No Habitat Present.  No elderberry shrubs 
are located within the Study Area.

Lepidurus packardi
Vernal pool tadpole shrimp

FE -- Vernal pools. No Habitat Present.  There are no vernal 
pools or depressional wetlands within the 
Study Area.

Hypomesus transpacificus
Delta smelt

FT CE Adults are found in the brackish open surface 
waters of the Delta and Suisun Bay.  Though 
spawning has never been observed, it is 
believed to occur in tidally influenced sloughs 
and drainages on the freshwater side of the 
mixing zone. 

No Habitat Present.  No tidally influenced 
sloughs or drainages are present within the 
Study Area.

Oncorhynchus mykiss irideus
Central Valley steelhead 

FE -- Anadromous species requiring freshwater water 
courses with gravelly substrates for breeding.  
The young remain in freshwater areas before 
migrating to estuarine and marine 
environments.

No Habitat Present.  There are no streams or 
rivers located within the Study Area.

Spea hammondii
Western spadefoot

-- CSC Breeds in vernal pools, seasonal ponds, seasonal 
wetlands and associated swales.  Forages and 
aestivates in adjacent grasslands and oak 
woodlands.

No Habitat Present. There are no vernal 
pools, seasonal wetlands, or other potential 
breeding habitat located within the Study 
Area or within the vicinity of the Study Area. 

Ambystoma californiense
California tiger salamander

FT CT, CSC

Breeds in ponds or other deeply ponded 
wetlands, and uses gopher holes and ground 
squirrel burrows in adjacent grasslands for 
upland refugia/foraging.

No Habitat Present. There are no vernal 
pools, seasonal wetlands, or other potential 
breeding habitat located within the Study 
Area or within the vicinity of the Study Area. 

Fish

Amphibians
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Scientific Name
(Common Name)

Federal 
Status

State
Status Habitat Requirements Potential for Occurrence

Actinemys marmorata
Western pond turtle

-- CSC Ponds, rivers, streams, wetlands, and irrigation 
ditches with associated marsh habitat.

No Habitat Present.  There is no suitable 
aquatic habitat for this species within the 
Study Area.

Colonial nesting water birds None None Water birds such as great blue heron (Ardea 
herodias ), great egret (Ardea alba ), and double-
crested cormorant (Phalacrocorax auritus ) nest 
colonially in large groups known as "rookeries".  
Some of these species nest in large trees near 
perennial water, while others prefer to nest in or 
adjacent to dense emergent marsh.

No Habitat Present. There are no perennial 
water sources or marsh habitat within the 
vicinity of the Study Area.

Agelaius tricolor
Tricolored blackbird

-- CT, CSC Colonial nester in cattails, bulrush, or 
blackberries associated with marsh habitats.

No Habitat Present. There is no march or 
bramble nesting habitat within the the Study 
Area.

Athene cunicularia
Burrowing owl

-- CSC Nests in abandoned ground squirrel burrows 
associated with open grassland habitats.

No Habitat Present.  No suitable burrows for 
the species were observed within the Study 
Area. Additionally there is not sufficient open 
grassland within the Study Area to provice 
suitable habitat.

Buteo swainsoni
Swainson's hawk

-- CT Nests in large trees, preferably in riparian areas.  
Forages in fields, cropland, irrigated pasture, 
and grassland near large riparian corridors.

Low.  The large trees within the Study Area 
represent suitable nesting habtiat. However, 
the Study Area is not near any large rivers or 
streams or high quality foraging habitat for 
the species. The Study Area contains low 
potential foraging habitat for the species.

Reptiles

Birds
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Scientific Name
(Common Name)

Federal 
Status

State
Status Habitat Requirements Potential for Occurrence

Elanus leucurus
White-tailed kite

-- CFP Open grasslands, fields, and meadows are used 
for foraging.  Isolated trees in close proximity to 
foraging habitat are used for perching and 
nesting.

Low.  The trees within the Study Area 
represent potential nesting habtiat for white-
tailed kite. However, there is very little 
suitable foraging habtiat for the species (open 
fields) within the vicinity of the Study Area. 
This species has been observed flying 
overhead nea to the Study Area by the 
Madrone biologist.

Riparia riparia
Bank swallow

None CT Colonial nester preferring vertical cliffs and 
banks with fine textured/sandy soils associated 
with riparian zones along streams, rivers, and 
lakes.

No Habitat Present. There are no river banks 
with sandy soil located within the Study Area.

Antrozous pallidus
Pallid bat

-- CSC, 
WBWG H

Roosts in crevices in rocky outcrops and cliffs, 
caves, mines, trees (e.g., basal hollows of coast 
redwoods and giant sequoias, bole cavities of 
oaks, exfoliating bark, deciduous trees in 
riparian areas, and fruit trees in orchards), 
bridges, barns, porches, bat boxes, and human-
occupied as well as vacant buildings (WBWG 
2022).

No Habitat Present.  No caves or cave 
analogues present on-site. No large hollows 
were observed within the trees within the 
Study Area.

Corynorhinus townsendii townsendii
Townsend's big-eared bat

-- CC, 
WBWG H

Roosts in caves and cave analogues, such as 
abandoned mines, buildings, bridges, rock 
crevices and large basal hollows of coast 
redwoods and giant sequoias.  Extremely 
sensitive to human disturbance. (WBWG 2022)

No Habitat Present.  No caves or cave 
analogues present on-site. No large hollows 
were observed within the trees within the 
Study Area.

Mammals
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Scientific Name
(Common Name)

Federal 
Status

State
Status Habitat Requirements Potential for Occurrence

Lasionycteris noctivagans 
Silver-haired bat

-- WBWG M Roosts in abandoned woodpecker holes, under 
bark, and occasionally in rock crevices.  It 
forages in open wooded areas near water 
features. (WBWG 2022)

Low.  Trees within the Study Area represent 
potential roosting habtiat for this species. The 
only areas of ponded water within the vicinity 
of the Study Area are residential backyard 
pools, which are low quality sources of water. 
Thus, there is a low potential for roosting 
silver-haired bats to be present within the 
Study Area.

Lasiurus blossevillii
Western red bat

-- CSC,
 WBWG H

Roosts primarily in the foliage of trees or shrubs. 
Day roosts are commonly in edge habitats 
adjacent to streams or open fields, in orchards, 
and sometimes in urban areas. There may be an 
association with intact riparian habitat. (WBWG 
2022) 

Low.  Trees within the Study Area represent 
potential roosting habtiat for this species. The 
only areas of ponded water within the vicinity 
of the Study Area are residential backyard 
pools, which are low quality sources of water. 
Thus, there is a low potential for roosting 
western red bats to be present within the 
Study Area.

Taxidea taxus
American badger -- CSC

Drier open areas with shrub, forest, and 
herbaceous habitats with friable soils.

No Habitat Present. The Study Area lacks the 
open spaces needed to support this species.

Status Codes:
CC - CDFW Candidate for Listing CT - CDFW Threatened
CE - CDFW Endangered FE - Federally Endangered
CFP - CDFW Fully Protected FT - Federally Threatened
CRPR - California Rare Plant Rank FC - Candidate for Federal Listing
CSC - CDFW Species of Concern WBWG M - Western Bat Working Group Medium Threat Rank
CR - California Rare WBWG H - Western Bat Working Group High Threat Rank
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5.1.2 White-Tailed Kite 

 

White-tailed kite (Elanus leucurus) is not federally or state listed, but is a CDFW fully protected species.  This 

species is a yearlong resident in the Central Valley and is primarily found in or near foraging areas such as 

open grasslands, meadows, farmlands, savannahs, and emergent wetlands (Shuford and Gardali 2008). 

White-tailed kites typically nest from March through June in trees within riparian, oak woodland, and 

savannah habitats of the Central Valley and Coast Range (Shuford and Gardali 2008). There are five 

documented occurrences of white-tailed kites nesting within five miles of the Study Area (CNDDB 2022). 

Four of these occurrences are located along the American River and the nearest is located approximately 

2.5 miles northwest of the Study Area (CNDDB Occurrence 31) near the Placer County line. 

 

The ruderal grassland within the eastern portion of the Study Area represents low quality foraging habitat 

for white-tailed kite, and the trees within the Study Area provide suitable nesting habitat. This species has 

been observed flying over the vicinity of the Study Area (Madrone biologist personal observation). 

 

5.2 Mammals 

 

5.2.1 Silver-Haired Bat 

 

Silver-haired bat (Lasionycteris noctivagans) is not federally or state listed but is classified by the WBWG as 

a Medium priority species. Primarily considered a coastal and montane forest species, the silver-haired bat 

occurs in more xeric environments during winter and seasonal migrations (WBWG 2022). It roosts in 

abandoned woodpecker holes, under bark, and occasionally in rock crevices. This insectivore’s favored 

foraging sites include open wooded areas near water features (WBWG 2022). The CNDDB contains two 

occurrences of this species within five miles of the Study Area (CNDDB 2022).  

 

Suitable roosting habitat for silver-haired bat is present in tree hollows and under exfoliating bark on trees 

throughout the Study Area. This species requires nearby open water bodies to drink from. The only areas 

of ponded water within the vicinity of the Study Area are residential backyard pools, which are low quality 

sources of water. Thus, there is a low potential for silver-haired bats to be present within the Study Area. 

 

5.2.2 Western Red Bat 

 

Western red bat (Lasiurus blossevillii) is not federally or state listed, but is considered a CDFW species of 

special concern, and is classified by the WBWG as a High priority species. Western red bat is typically solitary, 

roosting primarily in the foliage of trees or shrubs (WBWG 2022). Day roosts are commonly in edge habitats 

adjacent to streams or open fields, in orchards, and sometimes in urban areas. There may be an association 

with intact riparian habitat (particularly willows, cottonwoods, and sycamores) (WBWG 2022). Western red 

bat has not been documented in the CNDDB within 5 miles of the Study Area (CNDDB 2022). 

 

Suitable roosting habitat for western red bat is present in tree throughout the Study Area. This species 

requires nearby open water bodies to drink from. The only areas of ponded water within the vicinity of the 
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Study Area are residential backyard pools, which are low quality sources of water. Thus, there is a low 

potential for western red bats to be present within the Study Area. 

 

6.0 IMPACTS TO SENSITIVE BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

 

This section details potential impacts to the biological resources discussed above associated with 

construction of the Project, as discussed in Section 1.1 and shown in Attachment A and F. 

 

6.1 Nesting Raptors and Songbirds 

 

Swainson’s hawk and white-tailed kite have the potential to nest within the Study Area, as do other more 

common raptor and songbird species protected by the MBTA.  If they were nesting on-site, removal of the 

nests would impact these species. Furthermore, birds nesting in adjacent properties could be disturbed by 

construction, which could result in nest abandonment. 

 

6.2 Foraging Raptors and Songbirds 

 

The ruderal grassland within the Study Area provides low quality foraging habitat for Swainson’s hawk, 

white-tailed kite, and other more common raptors and songbirds. The Study Area represents a small patch 

size and is isolated from high-quality foraging habitat for the species. Approximately 3.87 acres of ruderal 

grassland will be impacted during Project construction (Figure 3). 

 

6.3 Roosting Bats 

 

The trees throughout the Study Area are habitat for special-status bats species. If special-status bats were 

roosting in trees to be removed by construction, they could be injured or killed during the removal. 

 

6.4 Native Oak Trees 

 

Impacts to individual native trees are to be assessed and mitigated under the provisions of the Sacramento 

County Tree Ordinance. Of the 119 trees that were inventoried within the Study Area or overhanging the 

Study Area, 85 will be removed and 34 will remain. Of the 85 trees to be removed 29 are native oaks that 

will be impacted by the Project (Attachments E and F).  Seven native oak trees have poor to fair structure 

and health and are not considered protected trees. The remaining 22 trees are protected trees that will be 

impacted by the Project.  These 22 trees have a combined diameter at breast height (DBH) of 267 inches 

(as summarized below in Table 2).   
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Table 2.  Summary of Native Oak Tree Impacts 

Tree Tag # Common Name Scientific Name DBH Structure 

1 Interior Live Oak Quercus wislizenii 11 Poor to Fair 

7 Blue Oak Quercus douglasii 17 Fair 

12 Valley Oak Quercus lobata 10 Fair 

13 Valley Oak Quercus lobata 9* Poor to Fair 

15 Interior Live Oak Quercus wislizenii 14* Poor to Fair 

25 Interior Live Oak Quercus wislizenii 10 Fair 

28 Interior Live Oak Quercus wislizenii 7 Fair 

29 Valley Oak Quercus lobata 13 Fair 

30 Valley Oak Quercus lobata 14 Fair 

38 Valley Oak Quercus lobata 15* Poor to Fair 

39 Valley Oak Quercus lobata 32 Fair 

40 Valley Oak Quercus lobata 17* Poor to Fair 

41 Interior Live Oak Quercus wislizenii 9 Fair 

42 Interior Live Oak Quercus wislizenii 15 Fair 

47 Valley Oak Quercus lobata 6 Fair 

48 Valley Oak Quercus lobata 11 Fair 

61 Valley Oak Quercus lobata 8 Fair 

65 Valley Oak Quercus lobata 9* Poor to Fair 

73 Valley Oak Quercus lobata 12 Fair 

75 Interior Live Oak Quercus wislizenii 16 Fair 

79 Valley Oak Quercus lobata 12 Fair 

81 Valley Oak Quercus lobata 7 Fair 

98 Valley Oak Quercus lobata 11 Fair 

99 Interior Live Oak Quercus wislizenii 15 Fair 

100 Interior Live Oak Quercus wislizenii 15 Fair 

101 Valley Oak Quercus lobata 8 Fair 

103 Interior Live Oak Quercus wislizenii 26* Poor to Fair 

109 Valley Oak Quercus lobata 10 Fair 

112 Interior Live Oak Quercus wislizenii 15 Fair 

Total 267  

*Trees of poor structure not included in total 

 

7.0 MITIGATION FOR IMPACTS TO SENSITIVE BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

 

The following are mitigation measures that are often required by CEQA lead agencies for impacts to 

sensitive biological resources that may be associated with construction of the Project.  Implementation of 

these (or similar) mitigation measures would reduce or eliminate impacts to biological resources. 

 

7.1 Nesting Raptors and Other Birds 

 

The following nest survey requirements apply if construction activities take place during the typical bird 

breeding/nesting season (typically February 15 through September 1). 
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7.1.1 Swainson’s Hawk 

 

A targeted Swainson’s hawk nest survey shall be conducted throughout all accessible areas within ¼ mile 

of the proposed construction area no later than 14 days prior to construction activities. If active Swainson’s 

hawk nests are found within ¼ mile of a construction area, construction shall cease within ¼ mile of the 

nest until a qualified biologist (Project Biologist) determines that the young have fledged or it is determined 

that the nesting attempt has failed.  If the applicant desires to work within ¼ mile of the nest, the applicant 

shall consult with CDFW and the County to determine if the nest buffer can be reduced. The Project 

applicant, the Project biologist, the County, and CDFW shall collectively determine the nest avoidance 

buffer, and what (if any) nest monitoring is necessary. If an active Swainson’s hawk nest is found within the 

Project site prior to construction and is in a tree that is proposed for removal, then the Project applicant 

shall implement additional mitigation recommended by a qualified biologist based on CDFW guidelines 

and obtain any required permits from CDFW. 

 

7.1.2 Other Birds 

 

A pre-construction nesting bird survey shall be conducted by a qualified biologist on the project site and 

within a 300-foot radius of proposed construction areas, where access is available, no more than three (3) 

days prior to the initiation of construction. If construction is delayed then subsequent surveys shall be 

conducted such that a survey is conducted within 3 days of start of construction.   

 

If active raptor nests are found, no construction activities shall take place within 300 feet of the nest until 

the young have fledged. If active songbird nests are found, a 100-foot no disturbance buffer will be 

established. These no-disturbance buffers may be reduced if a smaller buffer is proposed by the Project 

Biologist and approved by the County after taking into consideration the natural history of the species of 

bird nesting, the proposed activity level adjacent to the nest, habituation to existing or ongoing activity, 

and nest concealment (are there visual or acoustic barriers between the proposed activity and the nest).  A 

qualified biologist can visit the nest as needed to determine when the young have fledged the nest and are 

independent of the site or the nest can be left undisturbed until the end of the nesting season. 

 

7.1.3 Survey Report 

 

A report summarizing the survey(s), including those for Swainson’s hawk and other nesting birds, shall be 

provided to the County within 30 days of the completed survey and is valid for one construction season.  If 

no nests are found, no further mitigation is required. 

 

7.2 Loss of Swainson’s Hawk Foraging Habitat 

 

Swainson’s hawk foraging habitat mitigation will not be required for the Project. The current zoning of the 

property (RD-5) retains 0 percent remaining habitat value according to the Sacramento County Planning 

and Environmental Review Division (Sacramento County 2013). 
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7.3 Roosting Bats  

 

Pre-construction roosting bat surveys shall be conducted by a qualified biologist within 14 days prior to any 

tree removal that will occur during the breeding season (April through August).  If pre-construction surveys 

indicate that no roosts of special-status bats are present, or that roosts are inactive or potential habitat is 

unoccupied, no further mitigation is required. If roosting bats are found, exclusion shall be conducted as 

recommended by the qualified biologist. Methods may include acoustic monitoring, evening emergence 

surveys, and the utilization of two-step tree removal supervised by the qualified biologist. Two-step tree 

removal involves removal of all branches that do not provide roosting habitat on the first day, and then the 

next day cutting down the remaining portion of the tree. 

 

7.4 Protected Trees 

 

The Project would require the removal of 29 native oak trees. Of these 29 trees, 22 are of fair structure and 

require mitigation for the removal of 267 DBH. To mitigate for the loss of these trees, the Project Applicant 

shall obtain a Tree Permit from Sacramento County prior to plan approval. The Department of Planning and 

Environmental Review shall review the Tree Permit application as well as the final site improvement plans 

and determine the precise mitigation requirement at that time. 

 

Efforts should be made to save trees where feasible and incorporate them into the landscaping. This may 

include the use of retaining walls, planter islands, pavers, or other techniques commonly associated with 

tree preservation. The Improvement Plans shall include a note and show placement of temporary 

construction fencing around trees to be saved: The applicant shall install a four foot tall, brightly colored 

(typically orange), synthetic mesh material fence (or an equivalent approved by the County at the following 

locations prior to any construction equipment being moved on-site or any construction activities taking 

place: at the limits of construction; outside the Protected Zone of all single-trunk trees six inches DBH or 

greater, or 10 inches DBH aggregate for multi-trunk trees; within 50 feet of any grading, road improvements, 

underground utilities, or other development activity; or as otherwise shown on the Tentative Subdivision 

Map. 
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"Folsom, California"  7.5-Minute Topographic Quadrangle
Longitude -121.224319, Latitude 38.682594

0 5 10
Miles

SiteVicinity

±

£¤50

Site

UV49

§̈¦80

§̈¦80

Orangevale

Site



183

240

Figure 2
Natural Resources Conservation

Service Soils
 

Hazel Ridge
Orangevale, Sacramento County, California

0 50 100
Feet

C:\
Ma

dro
ne

\H
az

el 
Rid

ge
 - 2

20
66

\M
ap

s\M
XD

s\M
XD

s_B
RA

\Fi
gu

re_
2_N

RC
S_H

az
elR

idg
e_v

1.m
xd

 7/
1/2

02
2, 

 2:
41

:47
 PM

Study Area Boundary (4.63 acres)
Soil Map Units

183 - Orangevale coarse sandy loam, 2 to 5% slopes
240 - Xerarents-Urban land-San Joaquin complex, 0 to 5% slopes
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Soil Survey Source:  USDA, Soil Conservation Service. Soil Survey
  Geographic (SSURGO) database for Sacramento County, California
Aerial Source:  Maxar, 4 March 2021.
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Vegetation Communities
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Note:  Rounding may result in small summation errors.
Aerial Source:  Maxar, 4 March 2021.
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Figure 4
California Natural Diversity
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Hazel Ridge
Orangevale, Sacramento County, California

Source:  California Department of Fish and Wildlife, June 2022.
Basemap Source:  National Geographic and ESRI
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$1 Known Active Bald Eagle Nest
CNBBD Species
Amphibians

1 - Western Spadefoot
Birds

2 - Bank Swallow
3 - Cooper's Hawk
4 - Double-Crested Cormorant
5 - Great Blue Heron
6 - Great Egret
7 - Merlin
8 - Swainson's Hawk
9 - Tricolored Blackbird
10 - White-Tailed Kite

Fish
11 - Steelhead - Central Valley DPS

Invertebrates
12 - Valley Elderberry Longhorn Beetle
13 - Vernal Pool Fairy Shrimp
14 - Vernal Pool Tadpole Shrimp

Mammals
15 - American Badger
16 - Pallid Bat
17 - Silver-Haired Bat

Plants
18 - Brandegee's Clarkia
19 - Dwarf Downingia
20 - Pincushion Navarretia
21 - Sacramento Orcutt Grass
22 - Sanford's Arrowhead

Reptiles
23 - Western Pond Turtle
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Attachment B 

 
IPaC Trust Resource Report for the Study Area  

  



August 18, 2022

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Sacramento Fish And Wildlife Office
Federal Building

2800 Cottage Way, Room W-2605
Sacramento, CA 95825-1846

Phone: (916) 414-6600 Fax: (916) 414-6713

In Reply Refer To: 
Project Code: 2022-0076205 
Project Name: Hazel Ridge
 
Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project 

location or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as 
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your 
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the 
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the 
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of 
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to 
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to 
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical 
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the 
Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be 
completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be 
completed by visiting the ECOS-IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and 
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested 
through the ECOS-IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list.

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the 
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the 
Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to 
utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered 
species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or 
designated critical habitat.

A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having 
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the 
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2) 
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(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological 
evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may 
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended 
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that 
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the 
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service 
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed 
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7 
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered 
Species Consultation Handbook" at:

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF

Migratory Birds: In addition to responsibilities to protect threatened and endangered species 
under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), there are additional responsibilities under the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) to 
protect native birds from project-related impacts. Any activity, intentional or unintentional, 
resulting in take of migratory birds, including eagles, is prohibited unless otherwise permitted by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)). For more 
information regarding these Acts see https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations.php.

The MBTA has no provision for allowing take of migratory birds that may be unintentionally 
killed or injured by otherwise lawful activities. It is the responsibility of the project proponent to 
comply with these Acts by identifying potential impacts to migratory birds and eagles within 
applicable NEPA documents (when there is a federal nexus) or a Bird/Eagle Conservation Plan 
(when there is no federal nexus). Proponents should implement conservation measures to avoid 
or minimize the production of project-related stressors or minimize the exposure of birds and 
their resources to the project-related stressors. For more information on avian stressors and 
recommended conservation measures see https://www.fws.gov/birds/bird-enthusiasts/threats-to- 
birds.php.

In addition to MBTA and BGEPA, Executive Order 13186: Responsibilities of Federal Agencies 
to Protect Migratory Birds, obligates all Federal agencies that engage in or authorize activities 
that might affect migratory birds, to minimize those effects and encourage conservation measures 
that will improve bird populations. Executive Order 13186 provides for the protection of both 
migratory birds and migratory bird habitat. For information regarding the implementation of 
Executive Order 13186, please visit https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/ 
executive-orders/e0-13186.php.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages 
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project 
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Code in the header of 
this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project that you submit 
to our office.



08/18/2022   3

   

▪

Attachment(s):

Official Species List



08/18/2022   1

   

Official Species List
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the 
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether 
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed 
action".

This species list is provided by:

Sacramento Fish And Wildlife Office
Federal Building
2800 Cottage Way, Room W-2605
Sacramento, CA 95825-1846
(916) 414-6600
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Project Summary
Project Code: 2022-0076205
Project Name: Hazel Ridge
Project Type: New Constr - Above Ground
Project Description: Residential Development
Project Location:

Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/@38.6825513,-121.2243592216087,14z

Counties: Sacramento County, California

https://www.google.com/maps/@38.6825513,-121.2243592216087,14z
https://www.google.com/maps/@38.6825513,-121.2243592216087,14z
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1.

Endangered Species Act Species
There is a total of 8 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include 
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species 
list because a project could affect downstream species.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA 
Fisheries , as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the 
Department of Commerce.

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially 
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office 
if you have questions.

NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an 
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of 
Commerce.

Amphibians
NAME STATUS

California Tiger Salamander Ambystoma californiense
Population: U.S.A. (Central CA DPS)
There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2076

Threatened

Fishes
NAME STATUS

Delta Smelt Hypomesus transpacificus
There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/321

Threatened

Insects
NAME STATUS

Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743

Candidate

Valley Elderberry Longhorn Beetle Desmocerus californicus dimorphus
There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/7850

Threatened

1

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2076
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/321
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/7850
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Crustaceans
NAME STATUS

Conservancy Fairy Shrimp Branchinecta conservatio
There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8246

Endangered

Vernal Pool Fairy Shrimp Branchinecta lynchi
There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/498

Threatened

Vernal Pool Tadpole Shrimp Lepidurus packardi
There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2246

Endangered

Flowering Plants
NAME STATUS

Sacramento Orcutt Grass Orcuttia viscida
There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5507

Endangered

Critical habitats
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S 
JURISDICTION.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8246
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/498
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2246
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5507
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IPaC User Contact Information
Agency: Madrone Ecological Consulting
Name: Dustin Brown
Address: 8421 Auburn Boulevard, Suite 248
City: Citrus Heights
State: CA
Zip: 95610
Email dbrown@madroneeco.com
Phone: 9168223230
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CNPS Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants Query for the  

“Folsom, California” USGS Quadrangle and Eight Surrounding Quadrangles Area  
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Wildlife Species Observed within the 

Hazel Ridge Study Area on 30 June 2022 
  

Species Name Common name 

Birds  

Zenaida macroura Mourning dove 

Corvus brachyrhynchos American crow 

Psaltriparus minimus Bushtit 

Pica nutalli Yellow-billed magpie 

Buteo lineatus Red-shouldered hawk 

Sayornis nigricans Black phoebe 

Aphelocoma californica California scrub jay 

Baeolophus inornatus Oak titmouse 

Sitta carolinensis White-breasted nuthatch 

Mimus polyglottos Northern mockingbird 

Sturnus vulgaris European starling 

Melozone crissalis California towhee 

Zonotrichia leucophrys White-crowned sparrow 

Junco hyemalis Dark-eyed junco 

Haemorhous mexicanus House finch 

Gallus domesticus Domestic chicken 

  

Mammals  

Sciurus niger Eastern fox squirrel 

Sciurus griseus Western gray squirrel 

Thomomys bottae Botta’s pocket gopher 

Felis catus Domestic cat 

Canis familiaris Domestic dog 

  

Reptiles  

Sceloporus occidentalis Western fence lizard 
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Tree Inventory Report 
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Tree Inventory Map 

 

 

  



PROJECT DATA:

DEVELOPER:

ENGINEER:

OWNER: ASSESSOR'S PARCEL NUMBER:

ACREAGE:

EXISTING USE:

PROPOSED USE:

EXISTING ZONE:

SEWER:

WATER SUPPLY:

DRAINAGE:

FIRE PROTECTION:

ELECTRIC SERVICE:

TELEPHONE SERVICE:

PROPOSED ZONE: TELEPHONE SERVICE:

GAS SUPPLY

SCHOOL DISTRICT:

PARK DISTRICT:

LOT SIZE:

PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS:

TREE EXHIBIT FOR
HAZEL RIDGE

ORANGEVALE
SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA

JULY, 2022



 

 

Attachment G 

 
Representative Site Photographs 

  



Hazel Ridge 

Photos Taken 30 June 2022 

 
Facing east along the southern Study Area boundary. Taken from proposed Lot 26. 

 

 
Facing north along the western Study Area boundary at tree 107. Taken from proposed Lot 27.  



Hazel Ridge 

Photos Taken 30 June 2022 

 
Facing north northwest at the upland swale and trees 98, 99, and 100. Taken from proposed Drainage Lot. 

 

 
Facing north northwest at the upland swale. Taken from proposed Lot 22. 



Hazel Ridge 

Photos Taken 30 June 2022 

 
Facing west from the eastern portion of the Study Area Lot 18. 

 

 
Facing southeast at the onsite residence along Hazel Avenue. Lot 3 in foreground. 



Hazel Ridge 

Photos Taken 30 June 2022 

 
Facing east from the northwestern corner of the Study Area. 

 

 
Facing south from the southwestern corner of the Study Area. Non-native silk tree (#3) and native interior 

live oak (#1). 
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Plant Species Observed within the Hazel Ridge Study Area  

30 June 2022 

Family / Species Name Common Name Native / Non-Native 

APIACEAE   

Torilis arvensis Tall sock-destroyer Non-Native 

   

APOCYNACEAE   

Nerium oleander Common oleander Non-Native 

   

ARALACEAE   

Hedera helix English ivy Non-Native 

   

ASTERACEAE   
Carduus pycnocephalus subsp. 

pycnocephalus Italian thistle Non-Native 

Centaurea solstitialis Yellow star-thistle Non-Native 

Cichorium intybus Chicory Non-Native 

Chondrilla juncea Skeleton weed Non-Native 

Lactuca serriola Prickly lettuce Non-Native 

Leontodon saxatilis Hairy hawkbit Non-Native 

Matricaria discoidea Pineapple weed Native 

Tragopogon porrifolius Salsify Non-Native 

   

BRASSICACEAE   

Barssica nigra Black mustard Non-Native 

Raphanus sativus Wild radish Non-Native 

   

CACTACEAE   

Opuntia ficus-indica Mission prickly-pear Non-Native 

   

CARYOPHYLLACEAE   

Cerastium glomeratum Sticky mouse-ear chickweed Non-Native 

   

CONVOLVULACEAE   

Convolvulus arvensis Bindweed Non-Native 

   

CYPERACEAE   

Cyperus eragrostis Tall nutsedge Native 

   

CUPRESSACEAE   

Calocedrus decurrens Incense cedar Native 
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Plant Species Observed within the Hazel Ridge Study Area  

30 June 2022 

Family / Species Name Common Name Native / Non-Native 

EBENACEAE   

Diospyros virginiana Common persimmon Non-Native 

   

EUPHORBIACEAE   

Croton setiger Turkey-mullein Native 

   

FABACEAE   

Acmispon americanus var. americanus Spanish lotus Native 

Acmispon wrangelianus Chilean trefoil Native 

Medicago polymorpha California burclover Non-Native 

Trifolium hirtum Rose clover Non-Native 

Vicia sativa Spring vetch Non-Native 

   

FAGACEAE   

Quercus douglasii Blue Oak Native 

Quercus lobata Valley oak Native 

Quercus wislizeni Interior live oak Native 

   

GERANIACEAE   

Erodium botrys Filaree Non-Native 

Geranium dissectum Cut-leaf geranium Non-Native 

   

JUGLANDACEAE   

Carya illinoinensis Pecan Non-Native 

Juglans hindsii Northern California black walnut Native 

Juglans regia English walnut Non-Native 

   

MALVACEAE   

Malva neglecta Common mallow Non-Native 

   

MAGNOLIACEAE   

Magnolia grandiflora Southern magnolia Non-Native 

   

MORACEAE   

Ficus carica Purple fig Non-Native 

Morus alba White mulberry Non-Native 

   

OLEACEAE   

Ligustrum lucidum Glossy privet Non-Native 
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Plant Species Observed within the Hazel Ridge Study Area  

30 June 2022 

Family / Species Name Common Name Native / Non-Native 

Olea europaea Olive Non-Native 

   

ONAGRACEAE   

Epilobium brachycarpum Willowherb Native 

   

PHYTOLACCACEAE   

Phytolacca americana var. americana Pokeweed Non-Native 

   

PLANTAGINACEAE   

Callitriche marginata Winged water starwort Native 

Plantago lanceolata English plantain Non-Native 

POACEAE   

Avena fatua Wild oat Non-Native 

Bromus diandrus Ripgut grass Non-Native 

Cynodon dactylon Bermuda grass Non-Native 

Festuca perennis Rye grass Non-Native 

Hordeum murinum Wall barley Non-Native 

Paspalum dilatatum Dallis grass Non-Native 

Phyllostachys sp. Bamboo species Non-Native 

Rumex conglomeratus Green dock Non-Native 

Rumex crispus Curly dock Non-Native 

   

PORTULACACEAE   

Portulaca oleracea Purslane Non-Native 

   

ROSACEAE   

Rosa sp. Cultivated rose Non-Native 

Photinia serratifolia Taiwanese photinia Non-Native 

Prunus armeniaca Apricot Non-Native 

Prunus cerasifera Cherry plum Non-Native 

Prunus dulcis Almond Non-Native 

Pyracantha coccinea Scarlet firethorn Non-Native 

Rubus armeniacus Armenian blackberry Non-Native 

   

   

RUBIACEAE   

Galium aparine Goose grass Native 

   

RUTACEAE   
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Plant Species Observed within the Hazel Ridge Study Area  

30 June 2022 

Family / Species Name Common Name Native / Non-Native 

Citrus limon Lemon Non-Native 

   

SAPINDACEAE   

Acer saccharinum Silver maple Non-Native 

   

VITACEAE   

Vitis californica California wild grape Native 
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