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Notice of Exemption 

To: County Clerk of San Mateo 
555 County Center 
Redwood City, CA 94063 

From: Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District 
5050 El Camino Real 
Los Altos, CA 94022 

Project Title: Russian Ridge Open Space Preserve Trail Segment Designation 

Project Location: The project area is a 0.5-mile existing road located in Russian Ridge Open Space 
Preserve (APN: 078-210-100) in unincorporated San Mateo County. See Attachment 1: Project Location 
Map. 

City: Unincorporated County: San Mateo County 

Description of Project: The Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District (District) proposes to designate 
a 0.5-mile legacy road as a multi-use public trail in Russian Ridge Open Space Preserve that would allow 
access for h ikers, bikers, and equestrians, consistent with uses allowed on existing connecting trails. 

The legacy road was formerly a driveway to a private residence and barn, both of which have since been 
demolished. The former approximately 0.5-mile legacy road begins where it intersects with the existing 
Bay Area Ridge Trail (Ridge Trail) and provides a 360-degree vista from the hilltop at its terminus. The 
implementation of this conversion would include new trail signs and assigning an official trail name 
("Fog Drift Vista"). The site would not pose a safety risk to the public as all former structures have been 
removed. No vehicle parking is proposed as part of the Project. 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District 

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Same 

Exempt Status: In accordance with the State CEQA Guidelines, the proposed project is categorically 
exempt from CEQA under Article 19 under the sections outlined below: 

Section 15301 - Existing Facilities: Class 1 exempts the operation, repair, maintenance, 
permitting, leasing, licensing, or minor alteration of existing public or private structures,'facilities, 
or topographical features, involving negligible or no expansion of use beyond the existing uses. 
The former driveway is an existing facility, requiring new trail signs as a limited alternation to 
safely open the trail segment for public use. Designating the legacy road as a multi-use trail would 
result in a less intensive use than the former vehicular use as a driveway. 

Section 15304 - Minor Alternations to Land: Class 4 consists of minor public or private 
alterations in the condition of land, water, and/or vegetation which do not involve removal of 



healthy, mature, scenic trees except for forestry or agricultural purposes. The proposed project 
includes new trail signs. Installation of trail signs would not involve removal of vegetation or trees. 

The assignment of a trail name does not constitute a Proj ect Lmder the California Environmental 
1• Quality Act' G~iEQA) whereas no direct or indirect physical changes would be made to the 

environment. 

Lead Agency Contact Person: Mattea Ottoboni, Planner II 
mottoboni@openspace.org 
650-772-364 7 

· Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District 

Attachments: Project Location Map 

Signatuce~~ Date: ~/i-/-u>v/-, 
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State of California - Department of Fish and Wildlife 
2024 ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FILING FEE 
CASH RECEIPT 
DFW753.5a (REV. 01/01/24) Previously DFG 753.5a 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE, TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY, 
LEAD AGENCY LEADAGENCY EMAIL 

MIDPENINSULA REGIONAL OPEN SPACE DISTRICT 

COUNTY/STATE AGENCY OF FILING 

SAN MATEO COUNTY 

PROJECT TITLE 

RUSSIAN RIDGE OPEN SPACE PRESERVE TRAIL SEGMENT DESIGNATION 

Print I - Save 

RECEIPT NUMBER: 

41-03062024-0001 

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER (If applicable) 

DATE 

03/06/2024 

DOCUMENT NUMBER 

128844 

PROJECT APPLICANT NAME PROJECT APPLICANT EMAIL PHONE NUMBER 

MIDPENINSULA REGIONAL OPEN SPACE DISTRICT 

PROJECT APPLICANT ADDRESS 

5050 EL CAMINO REAL 

PROJECT APPLICANT (Check appropnate box) 

[2] Local Public Agency D School District 

CHECK APPLICABLE FEES: 

D Environmental Impact Repoli (El R) 

D Mitigated/Negative Declaration (MND)(ND) 

CITY 

LOS ALTOS 

D Other Special Districl 

D Certified Regulatory Program (CRP) document-payment due directly to CDFW 

IE] Exempt from fee 

[Bl Notice of Exemption (attach) 

D CDF\N No Effect Determination (attach) 

D Fee previously paid (attach previously issued cash receipt copy) 

D Water Right Application or Petition Fee (State Water Resources Control Board only) 

IE] County documentary handling fee 

D Other 

PAYMENT METHOD: 

STATE 

CA 

ZIP CODE 

94022 

D State Agency 0 Private Entity 

$ 4,051.25 $ ________ _ 

$ 2,916.75 $ ________ _ 

$ 1,377.25 $ ---------

$ 

$ 

850,00 $ ---------

50 -00 $ -------~5~0~,0=0 
$ __________ _ 

D Cash lill Credit □ Check D Other TOTAL RECEIVED $ 50.00 

AGENCY OF FILING PRINTED NAME AND TITLE 

Shella Arkoncel Deputy Clerk 

ORIGINAL- PROJECT APPLICANT COPY - CDFW/ASB COPY - LEAD AGENCY COPY. COUNTY CLERK DFW753.5a (Rev. 01012024) 



County of San Mateo 

Clet·k-,,Reqorder 

Mark Chura!·, 

555 County Center. 

Redwo"d City, CA 94063 
(650) 363-4500 --~..-,_ ... _ .. ______ ,,, __ 

Reoe:i.pt No.: RJ?T20240013:l44 

Il'inali~at.i.<>n No.: 20240.13147 

Cashier: z fJ fj 

020 

D" te/'r:ima: 03/06/2024 01:41 PM 

Item 'htle____ C"unt ·r----··No1~... "''""""""""""''"'""''"'"' __ .,_.. .... 1 
NO'rICFJ oa· E:Xl!~'!'ION 

Ik)tTLUnent No. : 

E'il.ing 1I1i;me: 

Fil.ing IJ.1otal: 

Filing ll'ae: 

'l'otaJ. Am<>unt Due: 

'.Votal Pai.cl 

128844 

01.: U l?M 

$50.00 
$50.00 

$50.00 

Credit Card ~-'endet·ed: $50. 00 

#l.31.44 

hmount Due: $0. 00 

1'!il\NK YOU 
l?Lm~.mi: Rm'.l:AlN 1'lll S ltll;CE l:l?T 

FOR YOUR RECORDS 

https: / /www. smc,a,n:a. <>r.g/ 

03/06/2024 01:41 PM 

SAN MATEO COUNTY RECORDE 
555 CTY CTR 

REDV<JOOD CITY, CA. 94063 

650-363-4500 

SAl.E 

Clerk #: 000085 

REF#: 00000001 

Batch #: 406 
03/06/24 
APPR CODE: 013144 
ENCRYPTED BY ELAVON 

Trace: 1 

13:36:35 

VISA Contactless 

AMOUNT $50.00 

APPROVED 

~ 
VISA CR~DIT 
AID: A0000000031010 
TVR: 00 DO 00 00 00 

THANK YOU 

CUSTOMER COPY 


