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INTRODUCTION

1.1  Project Summary

This document is the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (ISMND) on the potential
environmental effects of the County of Madera’s (County) proposed bicycle and pedestrian path
near the community of North Fork, CA (Project). the County is proposing to construct
approximately 1,560 feet of bicycle & pedestrian facilities which includes an 8-foot paved bicycle
path and 5-foot pedestrian path. The proposed Project is more fully described in Chapter Two —

Project Description.

Madera County will act as the Lead Agency for this project pursuant to the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the CEQA Guidelines.

1.2 Document Format

This IS/MND contains five chapters, and appendices. Section 1, Introduction, provides an
overview of the project and the CEQA environmental documentation process. Chapter 2, Project
Description, provides a detailed description of project components. Chapter 3, Initial Study
Checklist, presents the CEQA checklist and environmental analysis for all impact areas,
mandatory findings of significance, and feasible mitigation measures. If the proposed Project
does not have the potential to significantly impact a given issue area, the relevant section provides
a brief discussion of the reasons why no impacts are expected. If the Project could have a
potentially significant impact on a resource, the issue area discussion provides a description of
potential impacts, and appropriate mitigation measures and/or other requirements that would
reduce those impacts to a less than significant level. Chapter 4, Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program, provides the proposed mitigation measures, completion timeline, and
person/agency responsible for implementation. Chapter 5, List of Preparers, provides a list of key

personnel involved in the preparation of the IS/MND.
Environmental impacts are separated into the following categories:

Potentially Significant Impact. This category is applicable if there is substantial evidence that an
effect may be significant (as measured against established thresholds), and no feasible mitigation
measures can be identified to reduce impacts to a less than significant level. If there are one or

more “Potentially Significant Impact” entries when the determination is made, an EIR is required.
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Less Than Significant After Mitigation Incorporated. This category applies where the
incorporation of mitigation measures would reduce an effect from a “Potentially Significant
Impact” to a “Less Than Significant Impact.” The lead agency must describe the mitigation
measure(s), and briefly explain how they would reduce the effect to a less than significant level

(mitigation measures from earlier analyses may be cross-referenced).

Less Than Significant Impact. This category is identified when the project would result in

impacts below the threshold of significance, and no mitigation measures are required.

No Impact. This category applies when a project would not create an impact in the specific
environmental issue area. “No Impact” answers do not require a detailed explanation if they are
adequately supported by the information sources cited by the lead agency, which show that the
impact does not apply to the specific project (e.g., the project falls outside a fault rupture zone).
A “No Impact” answer should be explained where it is based on project-specific factors as well
as general standards (e.g., the project will not expose sensitive receptors to pollutants, based on

a project-specific screening analysis.)

Regardless of the type of CEQA document that must be prepared, the basic purpose of the CEQA
process as set forth in the CEQA Guidelines Section 15002(a) is to:

(1) Inform governmental decision makers and the public about the potential, significant
environmental effects of proposed activities.

(2) Identify ways that environmental damage can be avoided or significantly reduced.

(3) Prevent significant, avoidable damage to the environment by requiring changes in
projects through the use of alternatives or mitigation measures when the
governmental agency finds the changes to be feasible.

4) Disclose to the public the reasons why a governmental agency approved the project

in the manner the agency chose if significant environmental effects are involved.

According to Section 15070(b), a Mitigated Negative Declaration is appropriate if it is determined
that:

(1) Revisions in the project plans or proposals made by or agreed to by the applicant
before a proposed mitigated negative declaration and initial study are released for
public review would avoid the effects or mitigate the effects to a point where clearly
no significant effects would occur, and

() There is no substantial evidence, in light of the whole record before the agency, that

the project as revised may have a significant effect on the environment.
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The Initial Study contained in Section Three of this document has determined that with mitigation
measures and features incorporated into the Project design and operation, the environmental
impacts are less than significant and therefore a Mitigated Negative Declaration will be adopted by
the County. The IS/MND will be made available for public review in accord with CEQA and the
CEQA Guidelines.
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Project Description

2.1 Project Background

The Madera County Public Works Department (County) proposes to construct a bicycle and
pedestrian path along Road 225 and Road 228 near the community of North Fork, CA. The
primary goal of the Project is to increase traffic safety to allow pedestrians to safely commute
from North Fork to the town hall, school, and other residential and community facilities along
Road 225. The Federal Highway Infrastructure Program (HIP) and the Federal Congestion
Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) Improvement Program will provide funding for the Project.

Presently, the community of North Fork consists of mostly scattered residential neighborhoods
and commercial businesses. Road 225 is the main road to the east, connecting the North Fork and
South Fork communities, including the North Fork Rancheria Community Center and North Fork
Elementary School. Currently, Road 225 does not have any pedestrian facilities on either side of
the road. There is a need for these facilities in the area to allow pedestrians to commute from
North Fork to the town hall, school, and other residential and community facilities along Road
225. This Project will help meet the existing pedestrian facility needs and increase pedestrian

safety in the North Fork and South Fork communities.

2.2 Location

The proposed bicycle and pedestrian path will be located near the community of North Fork, CA.
The proposed path will start approximately 160 feet west of Willow Creek Drive and continue
east on Road 225 to 120 feet west of North Fork Willow Creek. The path will continue on Road
225 from 80 feet east of North Fork Willow Creek east to Road 228, then south on Road 228 to a
school bus parking lot. The Project site is in Township 8 South, Range 23 East, Section 18 of the
North Fork 7.5-minute United States Geological Survey (USGS) topographic quadrangle.

See Figures 1 and 2- Regional Map and Vicinity Map, respectively.
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Figure 1
Regional Map
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Source: World Oceans and World Imagery Basemap (Esri et al. 2023).

MADERA COUNTY | Crawford & Bowen Planning, Inc. 2-2



North Fork Bicycle and Pedestrian Path | Chapter 2

Figure 2

Location Map
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2.3 Setting and Surrounding Land Use

The Project site itself has been previously developed and is highly disturbed. The project is
bisected by North Fork Willow Creek, a perennial stream flanked by riparian forest. The western
half of the project site is surrounded by commercial and residential development to the north,
west, and south and riprian forest to the east. The eastern half of the project site is surrounded
by paved roads and low-elevation montane conifer forest to the north and east, a revegetated
staging area and low-elevation montane conifer forest to the south, and riparian forest to the west

See Figure 2 — Vicinity Map.

2.4 Project Description

The Madera County Public Works Department intends to construct bicycle and pedestrian path
improvements adjacent to Road 225 near the community of North Fork. To meet the existing
pedestrian facility needs and increase pedestrian safety, the County is proposing to construct
approximately 1,560 feet of bicycle & pedestrian facilities which includes an 8-foot paved bicycle
path and 5-foot pedestrian path. These facilities will be separated from the roadway. The project
will start near Willow Creek Drive and continue east on Road 225, turning south along Road 228.
The Class I bike & pedestrian path will continue all the way to reach the school bus parking lot
which is located south of the Road 225 and Road 228 intersection. Other improvements include a
transit stop with bus shelter, minor landscaping, approach ramps, retaining walls, and

stormwater drainage facilities.
Construction Schedule

Construction is anticipated to occur from August 2024 — October 2024.

2.5 Other Required Approvals
The proposed Project will include, but not be limited to, the following regulatory requirements:

e The adoption of a Mitigated Negative Declaration by Madera County

e California Department of Transportation — Environmental approvals

e Approval of a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan by the Central Valley Regional Water
Quality Control Board

e Dust Control Plan Approval letter from the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control
District

¢ Compliance with other federal, state and local requirements.
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Initial Study Checklist

3.1 Environmental Checklist Form

Project title: North Fork Bicycle and Pedestrian Path Project

Lead agency name and address:

Madera County Public Works, Engineering Division
200 W. 4th Street, Suite 3100
Madera, CA 93637

Contact person and phone number:

Haden Hinkle, PE
Madera County Public Works, Engineering Division
(559) 675-7811

Project location:

The proposed bicycle and pedestrian path will be located near the community of
North Fork, CA. The proposed path will start approximately 160 feet west of
Willow Creek Drive and continue east on Road 225 to 120 feet west of North Fork
Willow Creek. The path will continue on Road 225 from 80 feet east of North Fork
Willow Creek east to Road 228, then south on Road 228 to a school bus parking
lot (see Figure 2).

Project sponsor’s name/address:

Madera County Public Works, Engineering Division
200 W. 4th Street, Suite 3100
Madera, CA 93637

Description of project:

The Madera County Public Works Department (County) proposes to construct
approximately 1,560 feet of concrete bicycle and pedestrian path along Road 225
and Road 228 near the community of North Fork, CA. The proposed Project is
more fully described in Chapter Two — Project Description.
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Surrounding land uses/setting;:

The Project site is located near the community of North Fork, approximately 10
miles southeast of Oakhurst and approximately 32 miles northeast of City of
Madera, in Madera County. The proposed Project setting is fully described in
Chapter Two — Project Description.

Other Required Approvals:

e The adoption of a Mitigated Negative Declaration by Madera County

e California Department of Transportation — Environmental approvals

e Approval of a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan by the Central Valley
Regional Water Quality Control Board

e Dust Control Plan Approval letter from the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution
Control District

¢ Compliance with other federal, state and local requirements.
California Native American Tribal Consultation:

Have California Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with the
Project area requested consultation pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21080.3.17
If so, has consultation begun or is there a plan for consultation that includes, for example,
the determination of significance of impacts to tribal cultural resources, procedures
regarding confidentiality, etc.?

In accordance with Assembly Bill (AB) 52, potentially affected Tribes were
formally notified of this Project and were given the opportunity to request
consultation on the Project. The County’s consultant contacted the Native
American Heritage Commission, requesting a contact list of applicable Native
American Tribes, which was provided to the County’s consultant. Using the
NAHC provided contact list, letters were sent and follow-up phone calls were

made to identify Native American interests and concerns in the Project area.
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The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this Project, involving at least

one impact that is a “Potentially Significant Impact” as indicated by the checklist on the following pages.

[]

0 O

O O O O

Aesthetics

Biological Resources

Geology / Soils

Hydrology / Water
Quality

Noise
Recreation

Utilities / Service

Systems

[]

0 O

O O O O

Agriculture Resources

and Forest Resources
Cultural Resources

Greenhouse Gas

Emissions

Land Use / Planning

Population / Housing

Transportation

Wildfire
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Hazards & Hazardous
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Public Services
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Based on this initial evaluation:

[]

I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment,
and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the
environment, there will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the
project have been made by or agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

I find that the proposed project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or
“potentially significant unless mitigated” impact on the environment, but at least one
effect 1) has been adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal
standards, and 2) has been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis
as described on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required,

but it must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed.

I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the
environment, because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately
in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and
(b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE
DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed upon the

proposed project, nothing further is required.

Date
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Less than
|. AESTHETICS Significant
. . . Potentiall With Less than
Except as provided in Public Resources oy o o
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Code Section 21099, would the project: Impact  Incorporation  Impact  Impact

a. Have a substantial adverse effect on a

[ [] X [

scenic vista?

b. Substantially damage scenic resources,
including, but not limited to, trees, rock 0 M 24 0

outcroppings, and historic buildings within

a state scenic highway?

c. Innon-urbanized areas, substantially
degrade the existing visual character or
quality of public views of the site and its
surroundings? (Public views are those that
are experienced from publicly accessible [] [] X []
vantage point). If the project is in an
urbanized area, would the project conflict
with applicable zoning and regulations

governing scenic quality?

d. Create a new source of substantial light or
glare which would adversely affect day or [] [] X []

nighttime views in the area?

RESPONSES

a. Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?

b. Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and

historic buildings within a state scenic highway?

Less Than Significant Impact. A scenic vista is defined as a viewpoint that provides expansive views of
highly valued landscape for the benefit of the general public. The community of North Fork is located
just west of the transition from foothill to the higher mountainous terrain of the Sierra Nevada

Mountains. The Sierra Nevada Mountains and foothills as well as the North Fork Willow Creek are the
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natural and visual resources in the proposed Project area. The Project is bisected by North Fork Willow
Creek, a perennial stream flanked by riparian forest. The Project development consists of construction of
a bicycle and pedestrian path along Road 225 and Road 228, to increase traffic safety to allow pedestrians
to safely commute from North Fork to the town hall, school, and other residential and community
facilities along Road 225. These are ground-level developments which will not substantially damage
scenic vista or scenic resources. The Project site is located approximately 12 miles north of State Route
168 which is designated as an Eligible State scenic highway but is not a Designated scenic highway.!
Therefore, the Project would have a less than significant impact on protected scenic vistas or designated

scenic resources or highways.

Mitigation Measures: None are required.

c. Innon-urbanized areas, substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of public views

of the site and its surroundings? (Public views are those that are experienced from publicly accessible

vantage point). If the project is in an urbanized area, would the project conflict with applicable zoning

and regulations governing scenic quality?

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed Project consists of construction of approximately 1560 feet
of bicycle and pedestrian path improvements adjacent to Road 225 near the community of North Fork.
These facilities will be separated from the existing roadway. The Project will start near Willow Creek
Drive and continue east on Road 225, turning south along Road 228. The Class I bike & pedestrian path
will continue all the way to reach the school bus parking lot which is located south of the Road 225 and
Road 228 intersection. Other improvements include minor landscaping, approach ramps, retaining walls,

and stormwater drainage facilities.

The western half of the Project site is surrounded by scattered commercial and residential development
to the north, west, and south and riprian forest to the east. The eastern half of the Project site is
surrounded by paved roads and low-elevation montane conifer forest to the north and east, a revegetated

staging area and low-elevation montane conifer forest to the south, and riparian forest to the west.

The proposed Project involves improvements to the existing roadways, which occur at ground-level, and
will generally not be visible from the adjacent roadsides. and as such, will not result in a substantial

change to the existing visual nature of the area.

1 Caltrans California State Scenic Highway System Map.
https://caltrans.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=465dfd3d807c46cc8e8057116f1aacaa. Accessed January 2024.
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Therefore, the Project would have less than significant impacts on the visual character of the area.

Mitigation Measures: None are required.

d. Create anew source of substantial light or glare which would adversely affect day or nighttime views

in the area?

Less Than Significant Impact. Currently the sources of light in the Project area are from vehicles
traveling along Road 225 and surrounding roads, and lighting at nearby residences and Adult School.
Roadway improvements may include a minimal amount of additional lighting; however, any additional
lighting would not be expected to appreciably change any existing glare or lighting conditions because
the visibility of the site from residential areas and public spaces and roadways is limited. Nighttime
lighting associated with roadways may be necessary to provide and maintain safe, secure, and attractive
environments. This lighting will be directed downward and will not result in light “spillage” onto
adjacent properties. Accordingly, the proposed Project would not create substantial new sources of light

or glare. Potential impacts are less than significant.

Mitigation Measures: None are required.

MADERA COUNTY | Crawford & Bowen Planning, Inc. 3-7



Il. AGRICULTURE AND
FOREST RESOURCES

Would the project:

Convert Prime Farmland, Unique
Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide
Importance (Farmland), as shown on the
maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland
Mapping and Monitoring Program of the
California Resources Agency, to non-

agricultural use?

Conflict with existing zoning for
agricultural use, or a Williamson Act

contract?

Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause
rezoning of, forest land (as defined in
Public Resources Code section 12220(g)),
timberland (as defined by Public
Resources Code section 4526), or
timberland zoned Timberland Production
(as defined by Government Code section
51104(g))?

Result in the loss of forest land or
conversion of forest land to non-forest

use?

Involve other changes in the existing
environment which, due to their location
or nature, could result in conversion of
Farmland, to non-agricultural use or
conversion of forest land to non-forest

use?

MADERA COUNTY | Crawford & Bowen Planning, Inc.
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Less than

Significant
Potentially With Less than
Significant Mitigation Significant No

Impact Incorporation Impact Impact
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RESPONSES

a. Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as

shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the

California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use?

o

. Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act contract?

Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land (as defined in Public Resources

Code section 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code section 4526), or

timberland zoned Timberland Production (as defined by Government Code section 51104(g))?

L]

d. Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

e. Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their location or nature, could result

in conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use or conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

No Impact. The Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program has not mapped farmland in the North
Fork area and as such, the Project does not include conversion of designated farmland to non-farmland.
The proposed Project involves bicycle and pedestrian path improvements which will continue all the
way to reach the school bus parking lot which is located south of the Road 225 and Road 228 intersection.
Other improvements include minor landscaping, approach ramps, retaining walls, and stormwater

drainage facilities.

There are no agricultural lands in the District under a Williamson Act Contract. The proposed Project
does not include land under a Williamson Act Contract. No conversion of forestland, as defined under
Public Resource Code or General Code, as referenced above, would occur as a result of the proposed

Project.

All improvements will take place within or near existing roadways. As such, the proposed Project does
not have the potential to result in the conversion of Farmland to non-agricultural uses or forestland uses
to non-forestland. No portion of the Site is designated, zoned, or utilized for agricultural or forestry use,
so the Project will not conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use or forest land, timberland, or

timberland zoned Timberland Production, no impacts would occur.

Mitigation Measures: None are required.
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Less than
Significant
| | | ) Al R Q U A L | TY Potentially With Less than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Would the PTOiECt= Impact Incorporation Impact Impact
a.  Conflict with or obstruct implementation ] ] 4 ]

of the applicable air quality plan?

b.  Result in a cumulatively considerable net
increase of any criteria pollutant for
which the project region is non- |:| |:| |E |:|
attainment under an applicable federal or

state ambient air quality standard?

c.  Expose sensitive receptors to substantial |:| |:| lz |:|

pollutant concentrations?

d. Result in other emissions (such as those
leading to odors or adversely affecting a |:| |:| |E |:|

substantial number of people)?

RESPONSES

a. Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan?

b. Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for which the project

region is non-attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air quality standard?

c. Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations?

Less than Significant Impact. The proposed Project consists of construction of approximately 1560 feet
of bicycle and pedestrian path improvements adjacent to Road 225 near the community of North Fork.
These facilities will be separated from the existing roadway. The Class I bike & pedestrian path will
continue all the way to reach the school bus parking lot which is located south of the Road 225 and Road
228 intersection. Other improvements include minor landscaping, approach ramps, retaining walls, and

stormwater drainage facilities.

The proposed Project is located within the San Joaquin Valley Air Basin, which includes San Joaquin,
Stanislaus, Merced, Madera, Fresno, Kings, Tulare, and parts of Kern counties and is managed by the

SJVAPCD.
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Air basins are classified as attainment, nonattainment, or unclassified. Attainment is achieved when
monitored ambient air quality data is in compliance with the standards for a specified pollutant.
Non-compliance with an established standard will result in a nonattainment designation and an
unclassified designation indicates insufficient data is available to determine compliance for that

pollutant.

Standards and attainment status for listed pollutants in the Air District can be found in Table 1. Note that

both state and federal standards are presented.

Table 1
Standards and Attainment Status for Listed Pollutants in the Air District?

Federal Standard California Standard
0.07 ppm (8-hr avg)
Ozone 0.07 ppm (8-hr avg, 2015) 0.09 ppm (1-hr avg)
. 9.0 ppm (8-hr avg) 9.0 ppm (8-hr avg)
Carbon Monoxide 35.0 ppm (1-hr avg) 20.0 ppm (1-hr avg)
. . 0.053 ppm (annual avg) 0.30 ppm (annual avg)
Nifrogen Dioxide 100 ppb (1-hr avg) 0.18 ppm (1-hr avg)
. 0.5 ppm (3-hr avg) 0.04 ppm (24-hr avg)
Sulfur Dioxide 0.075 ppm (1-hr avg) 0.25 ppm (1hr avg)
Lead 0.15 ug/ma3 (rolling 3-month avg) 1.5 ug/m3 (30-day avg)
. 150 ug/m3 (24-hr avg) 20 ug/m3 (annual avg)
Particulate Matter (PM1
arficulate Matter (PM10) Revoked (annual) 50 pg/m3 (24-hr avg)
(2012 standard)
Particulate Matter (PM2.5) 12 ug/m3 (annual avg) 12 ug/m3 (annual avg)

35 ug/m3 (24-hr avg)

ug/m3 = micrograms per cubic meter

Because of the region’s non-attainment status for ozone, PM2s5, and PMuo, if the Project-generated
emissions of either of the ozone precursor pollutants (ROG or NOx), PMi, or PM25 were to exceed the
SJVAPCD’s significance thresholds, then the Project uses would be considered to conflict with the

attainment plans. In addition, if the Project uses were to result in a change in land use and corresponding

2 San Joaquin Valley Attainment Status, San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District. https://ww?2.valleyair.org/air-quality-

information/ambient-air-quality-standards-valley-attainmnet-status/. Accessed January 2024.
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increases in vehicle miles traveled, they may result in an increase in vehicle miles traveled that is

unaccounted for in regional emissions inventories contained in regional air quality control plans.

The annual significance thresholds to be used for the Project emissions are as follows?:

Pollutant/ Construction o;ﬁ;;:f::' Er:?iss?;itsl?:gln-
Precursor | Emissions (tpy) (permitted) (ipy) permitted) (tpy)

CcO 100 100 100

NOXx 10 10 10

ROG 10 10 10

SOx 27 27 27

PM1o 15 15 15

PM2.s 15 15 15

The estimated annual construction and operational emissions are provided below. The California
Emissions Estimator (CalEEMod), Version 2020.4.0, was used to estimate construction emissions.
Operational emissions directly attributable to the Project are anticipated to be negligible, since the Project
involves construction and improvement of bike and pedestrian paths across approximately 0.3 miles.
Modeling results are provided in Table 2 and the CalEEMod and Road Construction Emissions Model
output files are provided in Appendix A.

Table 2
Proposed Project Construction Emissions

Pollutant/Precursor | Construction Emissions | Threshold/Exceed?
(tpy)

CO 0.44 100/N
NOx 0.37 10/N
ROG 0.05 10/N
SOx 0.00 27/N
PMio 0.03 15/N
PMa2s 0.02 15/N
COz2 67.65 n/a

As demonstrated in Table 2, estimated construction and operational emissions would not exceed the
SJVAPCD’s significance thresholds for ROG, NOx, PMu, and PMzs. As a result, the Project uses would

3 San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District. March 19, 2015. Guide for Assessing and Mitigating Air Quality Impacts.
https://www.valleyair.org/transportation/ GAMAQI-2015/FINAL-DRAFT-GAMAQI.PDF. Page 80. Accessed January 2024.

MADERA COUNTY | Crawford & Bowen Planning, Inc. 3-12



North Fork Bicycle and Pedestrian Path | Chapter 3

not conflict with emissions inventories contained in regional air quality attainment plans and would not

result in a significant contribution to the region’s air quality non-attainment status.*

Localized high levels of CO are associated with traffic congestion and idling or slow-moving vehicles.
The SJVAPCD provides screening criteria to determine when to quantify local CO concentrations based

on impacts to the level of service (LOS) of roadways in the Project vicinity.

As further discussed in the Transportation/Traffic checklist evaluation, the Project would not generate
substantial traffic that would reduce the level of service on local roadways. Therefore, the Project would
not significantly contribute to an exceedance that would exceed state or federal CO standards.
Additionally, as the estimated construction emissions are below SJVAPCD thresholds, any cumulative

considerable increase in criteria pollutants would be less than significant.

As described above, the Project will not occur at a scale or scope with potential to contribute substantially
or cumulatively to existing or projected air quality violations, impacts, or increases of criteria pollutants
for which the San Joaquin Valley region is under an applicable federal or state ambient air quality
standard (including releasing emissions that exceed quantitative thresholds for ozone precursors). The
proposed Project will comply with all applicable air quality plans. Therefore, no violations of air quality
standards will occur and no net increase of pollutants will occur. Any impacts would be less than

significant.

Mitigation Measures: None are required.

d. Result in other emissions (such as those leading to odors adversely affecting a substantial number of

people?

Less Than Significant Impact. During construction, the various diesel-powered vehicles and equipment
in use on-site could create localized odors. These odors would be temporary and are not likely to be
noticeable for extended periods of time beyond the Project site. In addition, once the Project is
operational, there would be no source of odors from the Project. Therefore, the impact is less than

significant.

Mitigation Measures: None are required.

41bid, pg 65.
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V. BIOLOGICAL
RESOURCES

Would the project:

a. Have a substantial adverse effect, either
directly or through habitat modifications,
on any species identified as a candidate,
sensitive, or special status species in local
or regional plans, policies, or regulations,
or by the California Department of Fish
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife

Service?

b.  Have a substantial adverse effect on any
riparian habitat or other sensitive natural
community identified in local or regional
plans, policies, regulations, or by the
California Department of Fish and Game
or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

c.  Have a substantial adverse effect on state
or federally protected wetlands
(including, but not limited to, marsh,
vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct
removal, filling, hydrological interruption,

or other means?

d. Interfere substantially with the movement
of any native resident or migratory fish or
wildlife species or with established native
resident or migratory wildlife corridors,
or impede the use of native wildlife

nursery sites?
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V. BIOLOGICAL Less than

Significant

R ES O U R C ES Potentially With Less than

Significant Mitigation Significant No
Would the project: Impact  Incorporation  Impact Impact

e.  Conflict with any local policies or
ordinances protecting biological (] ] 5 ]
resources, such as a tree preservation

policy or ordinance?

f.  Conlflict with the provisions of an adopted
Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural
Community Conservation Plan, or other |:| |:| |E |:|
approved local, regional, or state habitat

conservation plan?

The County has obtained funding from the Federal Highway Infrastructure Program (HIP) and the
Federal Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) Improvement Program for design and
construction of the Project. The HIP is a federal program that provides funding to states for the
restoration, repair, and construction of roads, bridges, and tunnels. The CMAQ is a federal program that
provides funding to states for transportation projects designed to reduce traffic congestion and improve
air quality. Due to this federal nexus, issuing funds from the HIP and CMAQ constitutes a federal action,
one that requires that the EPA determine whether the proposed action may affect federally protected
resources. The Project must therefore comply with requirements of both the California Environmental

Quality Act (CEQA) and certain federal environmental laws and regulations.

A Natural Environment Study Minimal Impact (NESMI) was prepared on behalf of the proposed
Project in July 2023 (see Appendix B). The following analysis directly references the NES report.

RESPONSES:

a. Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, on any species

identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local or regional plans, policies, or

regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?
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Less Than Significant Impact With Mitigation. The proposed Project consists of construction of
approximately 1560 feet of bicycle and pedestrian path improvements adjacent to Road 225 near the
community of North Fork. These facilities will be separated from the existing roadway. The Project will
start near Willow Creek Drive and continue east on Road 225, turning south along Road 228. The Class I
bike & pedestrian path will continue all the way to reach the school bus parking lot which is located
south of the Road 225 and Road 228 intersection. Other improvements include minor landscaping,

approach ramps, retaining walls, and stormwater drainage facilities.

The western half of the Project site is surrounded by commercial and residential development to the
north, west, and south and riprian forest to the east. The eastern half of the Project site is surrounded by
paved roads and low-elevation montane conifer forest to the north and east, a revegetated staging area

and low-elevation montane conifer forest to the south, and riparian forest to the west.
Results

Searching the USFWS, CNDDB, and CNPS databases yielded 44 plant species (CNDDB, CNPS, USFWS
2023, Appendix B), 20 of which have a CNPS California Rare Plant Rank of 1 or 2. None of those species
are expected to occur on or near the Project site due to (1) lack of habitat, (2) the Project site being outside
the current range of the species, or (3) lack of detection during the 12 April 2023 field survey (Appendix

B). The Project is not anticipated to impact special-status plant species.

The USFWS species list for the Project site included eight species listed as threatened, endangered, or
candidate under the FESA (see Appendix B). Of those eight species, none are expected to occur on or
near the Project site due to (1) the lack of habitat, (2) the Project site being outside the current range of
the species, or (3) the presence of development that would otherwise preclude occurrence (see Appendix
B). As identified in the species list, the Project site does not occur in USFWS-designated or proposed
critical habitat for any species (USFWS 2023a, Appendix B).

Searching the CNDDB for records of special-status species from the North Fork 7.5-minute USGS
topographic quad and the eight surrounding quads produced 246 records of 53 species. Of those 53
species, 10 are known from within 5 miles of the Project site. Of those species, only the CDFW-designated
species of special concern northwestern pond turtle (Actinemys marmorata) could occur on or near the
Project site. In addition, the CDFW-designated species of special concern pallid bat (Antrozous pallidus)
and western mastiff bat (Eumops perotis californicus), as well as long-eared myotis (Myotis evotis) and long-
legged myotis (Myotis volans), which lack such designation, were identified in the nine-quad search and

could occur on or near the Project site.

The Project could adversely affect northwestern pond turtle that could occur on or near the Project site.

Although no impacts to aquatic habitat are anticipated, project activities may impact potential upland

MADERA COUNTY | Crawford & Bowen Planning, Inc. 3-16



North Fork Bicycle and Pedestrian Path | Chapter 3

nesting habitat for northwestern pond turtle. Construction activities such as excavating, trenching, or
using other heavy equipment that disturbs or harms northwestern pond turtle could constitute a
significant impact. Mitigation measure BIO-1 would reduce the potential impacts to a less than

significant level.

The BSA could serve as foraging habitat for long-eared myotis, long-legged myotis, pallid bat, and
western mastiff bat. No trees will be removed or permanently altered during the course of the Project,
and no impacts to the aerial foraging habitat of the bats are expected. As a result, the Project is not

anticipated to impact special-status bat species.

A total of eleven invasive plants identified under the Cal-IPC Invasive Plant Inventory were observed in
the BSA. Ground-disturbing activities associated with the Project have the potential to spread seeds or
other biological material capable of propagating invasive plant species. Mitigation measure BIO-2

would reduce the potential impacts to a less than significant level.
Mitigation Measures:
BIO-1  Protect Northwestern Pond Turtle

A pre-construction clearance survey shall be conducted by a qualified biologist to ensure that
northwestern pond turtle will not be impacted during Project construction. The pre-construction
clearance survey shall be conducted no more than 14 days prior to the start of construction
activities. During this survey, the qualified biologist shall search all aquatic habitat for turtles and
all potential nesting habitat on the Project site for active turtle nests. If a turtle is found, it will be
allowed to leave the area on its own. If an active turtle nest is found, the qualified biologist shall
determine the extent of a construction-free buffer to be established and maintained around the
nest for the duration of the nesting cycle. The biologist shall then work with construction
personnel to install wildlife exclusion fencing along the buffer. This fencing should be a minimum
of 36 inches tall and towed-in 6 inches below ground prior to construction activities. If fencing
cannot be toed-in, the bottom of the fence will be weighed down with a continuous line of long,
narrow sandbags (or similar items) to ensure there are no gaps under the fencing where wildlife
could enter. One-way exit funnels directed away from construction activities will be installed to

allow turtles and other small wildlife to exit the fenced enclosure.
BIO -2

To avoid or minimize the spread of nonnative plant material, (1) soil and vegetation disturbance
should be minimized to the extent feasible; (2) soil, gravel, rock, or other construction materials

should be obtained from weed-free sources; (3) certified weed-free straw, mulch, and/or fiber
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rolls should be used for erosion control; and (4) any invasive species disturbed or removed during
construction activities should be contained and disposed of in a manner that will not promote the

spread of invasive species.

b. Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural community

identified in local or regional plans, policies, regulations, or by the California Department of Fish
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation. The Project site itself has been previously developed and
is highly disturbed. The Project Biological Survey Area (BSA) is bisected by North Fork Willow Creek, a
perennial stream flanked by riparian forest. The western half of the BSA is surrounded by commercial
and residential development to the north, west, and south and riprian forest to the east. The eastern half
of the BSA is surrounded by paved roads and low-elevation montane conifer forest to the north and east,
a revegetated staging area and low-elevation montane conifer forest to the south, and riparian forest to

the west.

Although riparian forest touches the eastern edge of the western section of the BSA and the western edge
of the eastern section of the BSA, the Project site is more than 40 feet from the riparian corridor. No direct
impacts to the riparian corridor are anticipated. The Project could indirectly affect the riparian corridor
through sedimentation, however, if construction-related runoff is allowed to flow downslope.
Implementation of mitigation measure BIO-3 would reduce the potential impacts to less than significant

level.
Mitigation Measure:

BIO -3 To avoid or minimize indirect impacts to the riparian corridor, construction should occur
during dry conditions. In addition, Caltrans’ standard Best Management Practices
(BMPs), including erosion and dust control measures, should be implemented during

Project construction to minimize impacts on downstream water quality.

c. Have a substantial adverse effect on state or federally protected wetlands (including, but not

limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological

interruption, or other means?

Less than Significant Impact. The Project BSA contained two ephemeral streams and a freshwater pond.

The ephemeral streams drain into North Fork Willow Creek, a perennial tributary of the San Joaquin
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River, and may be under the regulatory jurisdiction of the CDFW, SWRCB, and USACE. The freshwater
pond is isolated and may be under the regulatory jurisdiction of the CDFW and SWRCB.

The freshwater pond is in the BSA but is upslope of the Project site and more than 30 feet from proposed
construction activities; no impacts are anticipated. Construction of the proposed bike path may directly
impact the ephemeral drainages. Additionally, the ephemeral drainages carry flows into North Fork
Willow Creek. The Project could indirectly affect the ephemeral drainages and North Fork Willow Creek

if construction-related runoff is allowed to flow down slope.

If Project activities will impact the ephemeral drainages, a Section 1602 Streambed Alteration Agreement,
Section 401 Water Quality Certification, WDR permit, or a Section 404 permit may be required. The
freshwater pond is isolated and may be under the regulatory jurisdiction of the CDFW and RWQCB,
however, impacts to the freshwater pond are not anticipated. Additionally, indirect effects to North Fork

Willow Creek are possible but can be avoided by implementing BMPs and working during dry periods.

Mitigation Measures: None are required.

d. Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or wildlife

species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of

native wildlife nursery sites?

Less Than Significant with Mitigation. No marine or estuarine fishery resources or migratory routes to
and from anadromous fish spawning grounds are present in the BSA. In addition, no EFH, defined by
the Magnuson-Stevens Act as those resources necessary for fish spawning, breeding, feeding, or growth
to maturity, are present in the BSA. Further, review of the NOAA Essential Fish Habitat Mapper indicates
that no EFH has been designated near the Project site.

Migratory bird species observed in the BSA during the reconnaissance survey included California scrub-
jay (Aphelocoma californica), house finch (Haemorhous mexicanus), and spotted towhee (Pipilo maculatus).
These species and others are expected to nest on or near the Project site. Construction disturbance during
the breeding season (February through August) could result in the incidental loss of fertile eggs or

nestlings or otherwise lead to nest abandonment.

Implementation of mitigation measure BIO-4 would reduce the potential impacts to less than significant

level.

Mitigation measure:
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To the extent practicable, construction shall be scheduled to avoid the nesting season, which

extends from February through August.

If it is not possible to schedule construction between September and January, pre-construction
surveys for nesting birds shall be conducted by a qualified biologist to ensure that no active nests
will be disturbed during the implementation of the Project. A pre-construction survey shall be
conducted no more than 14 days prior to the initiation of construction activities. During this
survey, the qualified biologist shall inspect all potential nest substrates in and immediately
adjacent to the impact areas. If an active nest is found close enough to the construction area to be
disturbed by these activities, the qualified biologist shall determine the extent of a construction-
free buffer to be established around the nest. If work cannot proceed without disturbing the
nesting birds, work may need to be halted or redirected to other areas until nesting and fledging

are completed or the nest has otherwise failed for non-construction related reasons.

e. Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a tree

preservation policy or ordinance?

f. Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community

Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan?

Less Than Significant Impact. No biologically sensitive areas will be significantly impacted by the

proposed Project. Additionally, there are no adopted local, regional, or state habitat conservation plans

adopted for the area. As such, there impact is less than significant.

Mitigation Measures: None are required.
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V. CULTURAL Less than

Significant

R ES O U R C ES Potentially With Less than

Significant Mitigation Significant No
Would the project: Impact Incorporation Impact Impact

a.  Cause a substantial adverse change in the

significance of a historical resource |:| |E |:| |:|
pursuant to §15064.5?

b.  Cause a substantial adverse change in the

significance of an archaeological resource [] X [] []
pursuant to §15064.5?

c.  Disturb any human remains, including
those interred outside of formal [] X [] []

cemeteries?

To assist in the assessment of cultural/historical resources, an intensive Cultural Resources Class 111
Inventory / Phase I Survey (Report) was prepared for the proposed Project in January 2024 by ASM
Affiliates, Inc. (Note: the Report is under separate cover due to confidential information pertaining to cultural
resource sites nearby). The following analysis directly references this report. The complete report can be

found in Appendix C.

RESPONSES

a. Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource pursuant to §15064.5?

b. Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an archaeological resource pursuant to

§15064.5?

c. Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of formal cemeteries?

Less Than Significant Impact With Mitigation. An archival records search was conducted by SSJVIC
staff on 21 November 2022. According to the SSJVIC, eight previous studies had been conducted within
the Project APE, and 22 previous studies were identified within the 0.5-mi buffer. The SSJVIC results
identified no resources in or adjacent to the Project area of potential effect. Within the 0.5-mi buffer, nine

previously recorded resources were identified, including three prehistoric bedrock milling features, three
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historic-era structures, and three historic-era structures with associated archaeological sites. The closest

of these resources is approximately 0.3-mi from the search area. The detailed results of the SSJVIC records

search are available in Appendix C.

No cultural resources of any kind were observed in the Road 225 Bicycle and Pedestrian Path APE.

Although no cultural or archaeological resources, paleontological resources or human remains have been

identified in the Project area, the possibility exists that such resources or remains may be discovered

during Project site preparation, excavation and/or grading activities. Mitigation Measures CUL — 1 and

CUL - 2 will be implemented to ensure that Project will result in less than significant impacts with

mitigation.

Mitigation Measures:

CUL-1

CUL-2

Should evidence of prehistoric archeological resources be discovered during
construction, the contractor shall halt all work within 25 feet of the find and the resource
shall be evaluated by a qualified archaeologist. If evidence of any archaeological, cultural,
and/or historical deposits is found, hand excavation and/or mechanical excavation shall
proceed to evaluate the deposits for determination of significance as defined by the CEQA
guidelines. The archaeologist shall submit reports, to the satisfaction of Madera County,
describing the testing program and subsequent results. These reports shall identify any
program mitigation that the Project proponent shall complete in order to mitigate
archaeological impacts (including resource recovery and/or avoidance testing and

analysis, removal, reburial, and curation of archaeological resources).

In order to ensure that the proposed Project does not impact buried human remains
during Project construction, the Project proponent shall be responsible for on-going
monitoring of Project construction. Prior to the issuance of any grading permit, the Project
proponent shall provide Madera County with documentation identifying construction
personnel that will be responsible for on-site monitoring. If buried human remains are
encountered during construction, further excavation or disturbance of the site or any
nearby area reasonably suspected to overlie adjacent remains shall be halted until the
Madera County Coroner is contacted and the coroner has made the determinations and
notifications required pursuant to Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5. If the coroner
determines that Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5(c) require that he give notice to
the Native American Heritage Commission, then such notice shall be given within 24
hours, as required by Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5(c). In that event, the NAHC
will conduct the notifications required by Public Resources Code Section 5097.98. Until
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the consultations described below have been completed, the landowner shall further
ensure that the immediate vicinity, according to generally accepted cultural or
archaeological standards or practices where Native American human remains are located,
is not disturbed by further development activity until the landowner has discussed and
conferred with the Most Likely Descendants on all reasonable options regarding the
descendants' preferences and treatments, as prescribed by Public Resources Code Section
5097.98(b). The NAHC will mediate any disputes regarding treatment of remains in
accordance with Public Resources Code Section 5097.94(k). The landowner shall be
entitled to exercise rights established by Public Resources Code Section 5097.98(e) if any

of the circumstances established by that provision become applicable.
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Less than

Significant

v | . E N E R G Y Potentially With Less than

Significant Mitigation Significant No
Would the project: Impact Incorporation Impact Impact

a.  Resultin potentially significant
environmental impact due to wasteful,
inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of [] [] X []
energy resources, during project

construction or operation?

b.  Conflict with or obstruct a state or local

plan for renewable energy or energy [] [] X []

efficiency?

RESPONSES:

a. Result in potentially significant environmental impact due to wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary

consumption of energy resources, during project construction or operation?

b. Conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for renewable energy or energy efficiency?

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed Project consists of construction of approximately 1560 feet
of bicycle and pedestrian path improvements adjacent to Road 225 near the community of North Fork.
These facilities will be separated from the existing roadway. Other improvements include minor

landscaping, approach ramps, retaining walls, and stormwater drainage facilities.

During construction, the Project would consume energy in two general forms: (1) the fuel energy
consumed by construction vehicles and equipment; and (2) bound energy in construction materials, such
as asphalt, steel, concrete, pipes, and manufactured or processed materials such as lumber and glass.
Title 24 Building Energy Efficiency Standards would provide guidance on construction techniques for
the plant house to maximize energy conservation and it is expected that contractors and the County have
a strong financial incentive to use recycled materials and products originating from nearby sources in
order to reduce materials costs. As such, it is anticipated that materials used in construction and
construction vehicle fuel energy would not involve the wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary consumption

of energy.

Operational Project energy consumption would be minimal, as the main source of energy use would be

for any new lighting associated with the pathways. Energy efficient lighting systems would be installed
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and would not represent a wasteful and inefficient use of energy. Operational energy would also be
consumed during each vehicle trip associated with the proposed use for maintenance or otherwise.

Operational Project energy consumption is not anticipated to be directly attributable to the Project.

As discussed in Impact XVII — Transportation/Traffic, the proposed Project would not generate
significant on-going additional vehicle trips. However, during construction there will be a temporary
increase in vehicular trips to the Project site. The length of these trips and the individual vehicle fuel
efficiencies are not known; therefore, the resulting energy consumption cannot be accurately calculated.
Adopted federal vehicle fuel standards have continually improved since their original adoption in 1975

and assists in avoiding the inefficient, wasteful, and unnecessary use of energy by vehicles.

As discussed previously, the proposed Project would be required to implement and be consistent with
existing energy design standards at the local and state level, such as Title 24. The Project would also be
subject to energy conservation requirements in the California Energy Code and CALGreen for the new
plant house. Adherence to state code requirements would ensure that the Project would not result in

wasteful and inefficient use of non-renewable resources due to building operation.
Therefore, any impacts are less than significant.

Mitigation Measures: None are required.
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VH GEOLOGY AND Less than

Significant
S O | LS Potentially With Less than
Significant ~ Mitigation  Significant No
Would the project: Impact  Incorporation  Impact Impact

a.  Directly or indirectly cause potential
substantial adverse effects, including the

risk of loss, injury, or death involving:

i. Rupture of a known earthquake
fault, as delineated on the most
recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake ] [] X ]
Fault Zoning Map issued by the
State Geologist for the area or based
on other substantial evidence of a
known fault? Refer to Division of
Mines and Geology Special
Publication 42.

ii. Strong seismic ground shaking?

iii. Seismic-related ground failure,

including liquefaction?
iv. Landslides?

b. Result in substantial soil erosion or the

I N e B A
X O 0O O
O o O O
0 X X K

loss of topsoil?

c.  Belocated on a geologic unit or soil that
is unstable, or that would become
unstable as a result of the project, and
potentially result in on- or off-site L] L] = L]
landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence,

liquefaction or collapse?

d. Belocated on expansive soil, as defined
in Table 18-1-B of the most recently [] L] > []
adopted Uniform Building Code
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VH GEOLOGY AND Less than

Significant
S O | LS Potentially With Less than
Significant ~ Mitigation  Significant No
Would the project: Impact  Incorporation  Impact Impact

creating substantial direct or indirect

risks to life or property?

e. Have soils incapable of adequately
supporting the use of septic tanks or
alternative waste water disposal systems [] [] [] X
where sewers are not available for the

disposal of waste water?

f.  Directly or indirectly destroy a unique

paleontological resource or site or [] [] X []

unique geologic feature?

RESPONSES:

a-i. Directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury,

or death involving rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the most recent Alquist-

Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the State Geologist for the area or based on other

substantial evidence of a known fault? Refer to Division of Mines and Geology Special Publication
42.

a-ii. Expose people or structures to potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss,

injury, or death involving strong seismic ground shaking?

a-iii. Expose people or structures to potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss,

injury, or death involving seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction?

a-iv. Expose people or structures to potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss,

injury, or death involving landslides?

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed Project site is not located in an earthquake fault zone as

delineated by the 1972 Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map Act. The nearest known potentially
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active fault is the Clovis Fault, located approximately 26 miles south of the site.> No active faults have
been mapped within the Project boundaries, so there is no potential for fault rupture. It is anticipated
that the proposed Project site would be subject to some ground acceleration and ground shaking
associated with seismic activity during its design life. The Project site would be engineered and
constructed in strict accordance with the earthquake resistant design requirements contained in the latest
edition of the California Building Code (CBC) for seismic zone III, as well as Title 24 of the California
Administrative Code, and therefore would avoid potential seismically induced hazards on planned

structures. The impact of seismic hazards on the Project would be less than significant.

Mitigation Measures: None are required.

b. Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil?

Less Than Significant Impact With Mitigation. Construction activities associated with the Project
involves excavation of soil for installation of infrastructure, footings, trenching, and associated activities.
These activities could expose barren soils to sources of wind or water, resulting in the potential for
erosion and sedimentation on and off the Project site. During construction, nuisance flow caused by
minor rain could flow off-site. The County and/or contractor would be required to employ appropriate
sediment and erosion control BMPs as part of a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) that
would be required in the California National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES). In
addition, soil erosion and loss of topsoil would be minimized through implementation of the SJVAPCD
fugitive dust control measures (See Section III). Once construction is complete, the Project would not
result in soil erosion or loss of topsoil. Mitigation measure GEO — 1 will ensure that impacts remain less

than significant with mitigation.
Mitigation Measures:

GEO -1 In order to reduce on-site erosion due to Project construction and operation, an erosion
control plan and Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) shall be prepared for
the site preparation, construction, and post-construction periods by a registered civil
engineer or certified professional. The erosion control plan shall incorporate best
management practices consistent with the requirements of the National Pollution

Discharge Elimination System (NPDES). The erosion component of the plan must at least

5 California Department of Conservation. Fault Activity Map of California (2010). http://maps.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/fam/. Accessed January
2024.
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meet the requirements of the SWPPP required by the California State Water Resources
Control Board.

c. Belocated on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that would become unstable as a result of

the project, and potentially result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence,

liquefaction or collapse?

d. Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of the most recently adopted Uniform

Building Code creating substantial risks to life or property?

Less Than Significant Impact. See Section Vla. above. The site is not at significant risk from earthquakes,
ground shaking, liquefaction, or landslide and is otherwise considered geologically stable. Expansive
soils are soils that expand when water is added and shrink when they dry out. Soils in and around the
bicycle and pedestrian path include Holland-Chaix families complex (35 to 65 percent slopes), primarily
characterized by sandy loam soil and somewhat excessively drained. These soils have no limitations for
load supporting capacity and as such, would not be classified as expansive. Any impacts would be less

than significant.

Mitigation Measures: None are required.

e. Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or alternative waste water

disposal systems where sewers are not available for the disposal of waste water?

No Impact. The Project does not include the construction, replacement, or disturbance of septic tanks or

alternative wastewater disposal systems. Therefore, there is no impact.

Mitigation Measures: None are required.

f. Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or unique geologic feature?

Less Than Significant Impact. As identified in the cultural studies performed for the Project site, there
are no known paleontological resources on or near the site (See Section V. and Appendix C for more
details). Mitigation measures have been added that will protect unknown (buried) resources during

construction, including paleontological resources. In addition, the site is substantially disturbed and
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graded and there are no unique geological features on site or in the area. Therefore, there is a less than

significant impact.

Mitigation Measures: None are required.
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VIIl. GREENHOUSE GAS Less than

Significant

E M |SS | O N S Potentially With Less than

Significant Mitigation Significant No
Would the project: Impact Incorporation Impact Impact

a.  Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either
directly or indirectly, that may have a ] ] X ]

significant impact on the environment?

b.  Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or
regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing [] [] X []
the emissions of greenhouse gases?

RESPONSES:

a. Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or indirectly, that may have a significant impact

on the environment?

b. Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing the

emissions of greenhouse gases?

Less Than Significant Impact. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency published a rule for the
mandatory reporting of greenhouse gases from sources that in general emit 25,000 metric tons or more
of carbon dioxide (CO2) per year. As shown in the CalEEMod results (Appendix A), the Project is
estimated to produce approximately 67.65 MT/yr of CO2. Estimated emissions are significantly below

the reporting threshold. Additionally, emissions from construction are temporary in nature.

The SJVAPCD has implemented a guidance policy for development projects within their jurisdiction.
This policy, “Guidance for Land-use Agencies in Addressing GHG Emission Impacts for New Projects
under CEQA,” approved by the Board on December 17, 2009, does not address temporary GHG
emissions from construction, nor does this policy establish numeric thresholds for ongoing GHG
emissions. Additionally, operational Project emissions are not anticipated to be directly attributable to
the Project. Therefore, construction and operations-generated GHGs will have a less than significant

impact.

Mitigation Measures: None are required.
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IX. HAZARDS AND
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

Would the project:

a.

Create a significant hazard to the public or
the environment through the routine
transport, use, or disposal of hazardous

materials?

Create a significant hazard to the public or
the environment through reasonably
foreseeable upset and accident conditions
involving the release of hazardous

materials into the environment?

Emit hazardous emissions or handle
hazardous or acutely hazardous materials,
substances, or waste within one-quarter

mile of an existing or proposed school?

Be located on a site which is included on a
list of hazardous materials sites compiled
pursuant to Government Code Section
65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a
significant hazard to the public or the

environment?

For a project located within an airport
land use plan or, where such a plan has
not been adopted, within two miles of a
public airport or public use airport, would
the project result in a safety hazard or
excessive noise for people residing or

working in the project area?

Impair implementation of or physically

interfere with an adopted emergency
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|X HAZARDS AND Less than

Significant

H AZA R D O U S MAT E R |A I_S Potentially With Less than

Significant Mitigation Significant No
Would the project: Impact Incorporation Impact Impact

response plan or emergency evacuation

plan?

g.  Expose people or structures either directly
or indirectly to a significant risk of loss, |:| |:| |:| |X|

injury or death involving wildland fires?

RESPONSES:

a. Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the routine transport, use, or

disposal of hazardous materials?

b. Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through reasonably foreseeable upset

and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous materials into the environment?

Less than Significant Impact. The proposed Project consists of construction of approximately 1560 feet
of bicycle and pedestrian path improvements adjacent to Road 225 near the community of North Fork.
These facilities will be separated from the existing roadway. Other improvements include minor

landscaping, approach ramps, retaining walls, and stormwater drainage facilities.

While grading and construction activities may involve the limited transport, storage, use or disposal of
hazardous materials, such as the fueling/servicing of construction equipment onsite, the activities would
be short-term or one-time in nature and would be subject to federal, state, and local health and safety

regulations.

Long-term operation of the proposed Project pathways is not anticipated to involve transport, storage,

use or disposal of hazardous materials.

There are several federal, state and local requirements and regulations that are designed to minimize
risks from accidental releases of hazardous materials and the proposed Project will be in compliance with
all applicable requirements and regulations. Hazardous material storage and use areas at the water
treatment plant will be built and operated in compliance with the minimum requirements of the Uniform
Fire Code and the California Fire Code. Some of the requirements are secondary containment for liquids,

fire water sprinklers over inside storage/use areas, and non-combustible building construction.
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Additionally, the bicycle and pedestrian paths are designed based on AASHTO and Caltrans Standards
and will be constructed in compliance with the California Building Code, which requires design features
to resist forces generated by a major earthquake with limited architectural or structural damage and to

provide adequate fire protection that precludes accidental releases of hazardous chemicals due to fire.

With implementation of the proposed Project, there are no reasonably foreseeable upset and accident
conditions that would create a significant hazard to the public due to the release of hazardous materials.

Impacts are considered less than significant.

Mitigation Measures: None are required.

c. Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, substances, or

waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school?

No Impact. The primary goal of the Project is to increase traffic safety to allow pedestrians to safely
commute from North Fork to the town hall, school, and other residential and community facilities along
Road 225. Chawanakee Adult School is located approximately 240 feet south of the proposed Project area
and North Fork Elementary School is located approximately 680 feet southeast. As previously described,
long-term operation of the proposed Project would involve little or no hazardous materials. Once

operational, the Project will not emit hazardous materials.
No impact would occur.

Mitigation Measures: None are required.

d. Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to

Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a significant hazard to the public

or the environment?

No Impact. The proposed Project site is not located on a list of hazardous materials sites complied
pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 (EnviroStor® and GeoTracker” databases) The search
included recorded incidents on the National Priorities List (NPL), State Priority List (SPL), the Superfund

Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation and Liability Information System List

6 California Department of Toxic Substance Control. EnviroStor. https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/map/ Accessed January 2024.

7 California State Water Resources Control Board. GeoTracker. https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/map/. Accessed January 2024.
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(CERLIS), the EPA’s emergency response notification system list (ERNS), and other federal, state, and

local agency databases. There is no impact.

Mitigation Measures: None are required.

e. For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not been adopted,

within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the project result in a safety hazard

or excessive noise for people residing or working in the project area?

No Impact. There are no public or private airport within two miles of the Project site. The proposed

Project is not located within any airport safety zone. The Project will have no impact to airport operations.

Mitigation Measures: None are required.

f. Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency response plan or

emergency evacuation plan?

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed Project involves construction of bicycle and pedestrian
pathways and associated street improvements on and near Road Road 225 in the North Fork community.
Construction activities will not cause any road closures that could interfere with any adopted emergency
response or evacuation plan. The construction contractor will be required to work with the County
(public works, sheriff/fire, etc.) if any roadway diversions are required to ensure that adequate access is

maintained for residents and emergency vehicles. As such, any impacts will be less than significant.

Mitigation Measures: None are required.

g. Expose people or structures either directly or indirectly to a significant risk of loss, injury or death

involving wildland fires?

No Impact. Implementation of the Project would not change the degree of exposure to wildfires because
no new housing or businesses will be constructed and there are no wildlands in the Project vicinity, thus

precluding the possibility of wildfires. Therefore, there is no impact.

Mitigation Measures: None are required.
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X. HYDROLOGY AND
WATER QUALITY ontlly Wit Lessthan

. Significant Mitigation Significant
Would the project: Impact  Incorporation Impact  No Impact

a.  Violate any water quality standards or
waste discharge requirements or ] (] 5 (]
otherwise substantially degrade surface or

ground water quality?

b.  Substantially decrease groundwater
supplies or interfere substantially with
groundwater recharge such that the |:| |:| |E |:|
project may impede sustainable

groundwater management of the basin?

c.  Substantially alter the existing drainage
pattern of the site or area, including
through the alteration of the course of a
stream or river or through the addition of L] L] = L]
impervious surfaces, in a manner which

would:

i. Result in substantial erosion or
[] [] X []

siltation on- or off- site;

ii. substantially increase the rate or
amount of surface runoff in a manner ] (] 5 ]
which would result in flooding on- or

offsite;

iii. create or contribute runoff water

which would exceed the capacity of

existing or planned stormwater drainage |:| |:| |E |:|
systems or provide substantial additional

sources of polluted runoff; or

iv. impede or redirect flood flows? |:| |:| |E |:|
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X. HYDROLOGY AND
WATER QUALITY ontlly Wit Lessthan

. Significant Mitigation Significant
Would the project: Impact  Incorporation Impact  No Impact

d. In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones,
risk release of pollutants due to project [] [] X []

inundation?

e.  Conflict with or obstruct implementation

of a water quality control plan or
e P O] O X O

sustainable groundwater management

plan?

RESPONSES:

a. Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements or otherwise substantially

degrade surface or ground water quality?

Less than Significant Impact. The proposed Project consists of construction of approximately 1560 feet
of bicycle and pedestrian path improvements adjacent to Road 225 near the community of North Fork.
These facilities will be separated from the existing roadway. Other improvements include minor

landscaping, approach ramps, retaining walls, and stormwater drainage facilities.

Excavation, removal of vegetation cover, and soil-impacting activities associated with construction of the
Project could temporarily increase runoff, erosion, and sedimentation. Construction activities also could
result in soil compaction and wind erosion effects that could adversely affect soils and reduce the

revegetation potential at construction sites and staging areas.

Three general sources of potential short-term construction-related stormwater pollution associated with
the proposed Project are: 1) the handling, storage, and disposal of construction materials containing
pollutants; 2) the maintenance and operation of construction equipment; and 3) earth moving activities
which, when not controlled, may generate soil erosion and transportation, via storm runoff or mechanical
equipment. Generally, routine safety precautions for handling and storing construction materials may
effectively mitigate the potential pollution of stormwater by these materials. These same types of
common sense, “good housekeeping” procedures can be extended to non-hazardous stormwater

pollutants such as sawdust and other solid wastes.
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Poorly maintained vehicles and heavy equipment leaking fuel, oil, antifreeze, or other fluids on the
construction site are also common sources of stormwater pollution and soil contamination. In addition,
grading activities can greatly increase erosion processes. Two general strategies are recommended to
prevent construction silt from entering local storm drains. First, erosion control procedures should be
implemented for those areas that must be exposed. Secondly, the area should be secured to control offsite
migration of pollutants. These best management practices (BMPs) would be required in the Storm Water
Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) to be prepared prior to commencement of Project construction
activities. When properly designed and implemented, these “good-housekeeping” practices are expected

to reduce short-term construction-related impacts to less than significant.

In accordance with the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Stormwater Program,
the Project will be required to comply with existing regulatory requirements to prepare a Storm Water
Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) designed to control erosion and the loss of topsoil to the extent
practicable using BMPs that the RWQCB has deemed effective in controlling erosion, sedimentation,
runoff during construction activities. The specific controls are subject to the review and approval by the
RWQCB and are an existing regulatory requirement. Preparation of a SWPPP is a regulatory requirement
of the Project and thus is not listed as a mitigation measure. Compliance with the NPDES and SWPPP

would ensure that the proposed Project would have a less than significant impact relative to this topic.

Mitigation Measures: None are required.

b. Substantially decrease groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with groundwater recharge

such that the project may impede sustainable groundwater management of the basin?

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed Project is intended to increase traffic safety to allow
pedestrians to safely commute from North Fork to the town hall, school, and other residential and
community facilities along Road 225. All potential development will be required to adhere to all County
and State mandated water conservation measures and regulations. The proposed Project would not
substantially deplete groundwater resources such that a significant environmental impact would occur.

Therefore, the impact is less than significant.

Mitigation Measures: None are required.

c. Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including through the alteration

of the course of a stream or river or through the addition of impervious surfaces, in a manner which

would:
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i. result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or offsite;

ii. substantially increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner which would result in

flooding on- or offsite;

iii. create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the capacity of existing or planned

stormwater drainage systems or provide substantial additional sources of polluted runoff; or

iv. impede or redirect flood flows?

Less Than Significant Impact. Development of the Project may result in the addition of impervious
surfaces where sections of the proposed bicycle and pedestrians path may involve concrete rather than
dirt. However, the paths are relatively narrow and it is expected that once constructed, stormwater will
flow similarly to existing conditions. However, during construction, the construction contractor would
be required to obtain a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan to minimize erosion and potential site
runoff. A copy of the SWPPP is retained on-site during construction. All other on-site drainage will be
collected and deposited similar to the existing roadway storm drainage system. No construction is
proposed within the creek bed. As such, any impacts resulting from drainage patterns would be less

than significant.

Mitigation Measures: None are required.

d. In flood hazard, tsunami or seiche zones, risk release of pollutants due to project inundation?

e. Conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water quality control plan or sustainable groundwater

management plan?

Less Than Significant Impact. The Project area is bisected by North Fork Willow Creek, a perennial
tributary of the San Joaquin River, flanked by riparian forest. The Project does not include any housing
or structures that would be subject to flooding either from a watercourse or from dam inundation. The
Project will not conflict with any water quality control plans or sustainable groundwater management
plan. The creek would not create a potential risk of hazards from seiche, tsunami or mudflow.
Implementation of the existing construction procedures and policies regarding flooding and stormwater

will ensure a less than significant impact related to flood risks caused by the Project.

The Project is not within a regulatory floodway or within a base floodplain (100 year) elevation. The

Project site is not within a 100-year flood plain. The nearest floodplains are approximately 5 miles

MADERA COUNTY | Crawford & Bowen Planning, Inc. 3-39



North Fork Bicycle and Pedestrian Path | Chapter 3

southwest of the Project site along Little Fine Gold Creek and approximately 5.5 miles south along the

San Joaquin River.
Therefore, impacts are considered less than significant.

Mitigation Measures: None are required.
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XI. LAND USE AND Less than

Significant

P |_ A N N | N G Potentially With Less than

Significant Mitigation Significant No

Would the pI‘OjeCt: Impact Incorporation Impact Impact
a.  Physically divide an established
community? [ ] [ X

b.  Cause a significant environmental impact

due to a conflict with any land use plan,

policy, or regulation adopted for the ] ] ] =
purpose of avoiding or mitigating an
environmental effect?

RESPONSES:

a. Physically divide an established community?

b. Cause a significant environmental impact due to a conflict with any land use plan, policy, or

regulation adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect?

No Impact. Construction and operation of the proposed Project paths would not cause any land use
changes in the surrounding vicinity nor would it introduce barriers that would divide and established
community. The proposed Project involves construction and operation of bicycle and pedestrian
pathways aimed at improving connectivity, accessibility and safety and does not conflict with any land

use plans, policies or regulations. There are no impacts.

Mitigation Measures: None are required.

MADERA COUNTY | Crawford & Bowen Planning, Inc. 3-41



North Fork Bicycle and Pedestrian Path | Chapter 3

XIl. MINERAL Less than

Significant
RE S O UR C F S Potentially With Less than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Would the project: Impact Incorporation Impact  Impact

a.  Resultin the loss of availability of a
known mineral resource that would be of |:| |:| |:| |X|

value to the region and the residents of
the state?

b.  Result in the loss of availability of a locally
important mineral resource recovery site |:| |:| |:| |X|

delineated on a local general plan, specific

plan or other land use plan?

RESPONSES:

a. Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that would be of value to the region

and the residents of the state?

b. Result in the loss of availability of a locally important mineral resource recovery site delineated on a

local general plan, specific plan or other land use plan?

No Impact. There are no known mineral resources in the Project area and none are identified in the

County’s General Plan near the proposed Project site. Therefore, there is no impact.

Mitigation Measures: None are required.
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Less than

Significant

XIl. NOISE Potentially  With Less than

Significant Mitigation Significant No
Would the project: Impact Incorporation Impact Impact

a.  Generation of a substantial temporary or
permanent increase in ambient noise
levels in the vicinity of the project in
excess of standards established in the local [ [ b L]
general plan or noise ordinance, or

applicable standards of other agencies?

b.  Generation of excessive groundborne
& [] [] X []

vibration or groundborne noise levels?

c.  For a project located within the vicinity of
a private airstrip or an airport land use
plan or, where such a plan has not been
adopted, within two miles of a public
airport or public use airport, would the L] L] L] =
project expose people residing or working
in the project area to excessive noise

levels?

RESPONSES:

a. Generation of a substantial temporary or permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the vicinity

of the project in excess of standards established in the local general plan or noise ordinance, or

applicable standards of other agencies?

b. Generation of excessive groundborne vibration or groundborne noise levels?

Less than Significant Impact. The proposed Project consists of construction of approximately 1560 feet
of bicycle and pedestrian path improvements increase traffic safety to allow pedestrians to safely
commute from North Fork to the town hall, school, and other residential and community facilities along
Road 225. Chawanakee Adult School is located approximately 240 feet south of the proposed Project area

and North Fork Elementary School is located approximately 680 feet southeast. Once operational, the
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pathways will not generate noise above levels that currently exist. The proposed pathways are intended

to improve transit commute across various public facilities in the area.

Proposed Project construction related activities will involve temporary noise sources. Typical
construction related equipment include graders, trenchers, small tractors and excavators. During the
proposed Project construction, noise from construction related activities will contribute to the noise
environment in the immediate vicinity. Table 3 indicates the anticipated noise levels of the typical
construction-related equipment (i.e., graders, trenchers, tractors) based on a distance of 50-feet between

the equipment and the sensitive noise receptor.

Table 3
Typical Construction Noise Levels
Equipment (doA) 501 rom sounce
Air Compressor 80
Backhoe 80
Compactor 82
Concrete Mixer 85
Dozer 85
Generator 82
Grader 85
Jack Hammer 88
Loader 85
Paver 85
Truck 84

The distinction between short-term construction noise impacts and long-term operational noise impacts
is a typical one in both CEQA documents and local noise ordinances, which generally recognize the
reality that short-term noise from construction is inevitable and cannot be mitigated beyond a certain
level. Thus, local agencies frequently tolerate short-term noise at levels that they would not accept for

permanent noise sources. A more severe approach would be impractical and might preclude the kind of

8 The Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment Manual, Federal Transit Administration, U.S. Department of Transportation. September 2018.
https://www.transit.dot.gov/sites/fta.dot.gov/files/docs/research-innovation/118131/transit-noise-and-vibration-impact-assessment-
manual-fta-report-no-0123 0.pdf. Table 7-1. Accessed January 2024.
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construction activities that are to be expected from time to time. Most residents recognize this reality and

expect to hear construction activities on occasion.
Vibration Levels

Typical outdoor sources of perceptible ground borne vibration are construction equipment, steel-
wheeled trains, and traffic on rough roads. Construction vibrations can be transient, random, or
continuous. Construction associated with the proposed Project is earthmoving activities associated with

pavements, roadwork, stormwater gutters, and related site improvements.

The approximate threshold of vibration perception is 65 VdB, while 85 VdB is the vibration acceptable
only if there are an infrequent number of events per day. Table 4 describes the typical construction

equipment vibration levels.’

Table 4
Typical Construction Vibration Levels
Equipment VdB at 25 ft
Small Bulldozer 58
Jackhammer 79

Vibration from construction activities will be temporary and not exceed the Federal Transit Authority
threshold for the nearest sensitive receptors. As such, any impacts resulting from an increase in noise

levels or from groundborne noise levels is less than significant.

Mitigation Measures: None are required.

e. For a project located within the vicinity of a private airstrip or an airport land use plan, or, where

such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would

the project expose people residing or working in the project area to excessive noise levels?
No Impact. As there are no airports or airstrips in the vicinity, there is no impact.

Mitigation Measures: None are required.

? Ibid.

MADERA COUNTY | Crawford & Bowen Planning, Inc. 3-45



XIV. POPULATION AND
HOUSING

Would the project:

a. Induce substantial unplanned population
growth in an area, either directly (for
example, by proposing new homes and
businesses) or indirectly (for example,
through extension of roads or other

infrastructure)?

b.  Displace substantial numbers of existing
people or housing, necessitating the
construction of replacement housing

elsewhere?

RESPONSES:

North Fork Bicycle and Pedestrian Path | Chapter 3

Less than
Significant
Potentially With Less than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporation Impact Impact

a. Induce substantial unplanned population growth in an area, either directly (for example, by

proposing new homes and businesses) or indirectly (for example, through extension of roads or

other infrastructure)?

b. Displace substantial numbers of existing people or housing, necessitating the construction of

replacement housing elsewhere?

No Impact. There are no new homes associated with the proposed Project, nor would Project

implementation displace people or housing. The proposed Project is needed to increase traffic safety to

allow pedestrians to safely commute from North Fork to the town hall, school, and other residential and

community facilities along Road 225. There is a less than significant impact.

Mitigation Measures: None are required.
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XV. PUBLIC SERVICES

Would the project:

a.  Would the project result in substantial
adverse physical impacts associated with
the provision of new or physically altered
governmental facilities, need for new or
physically altered governmental facilities,
the construction of which could cause
significant environmental impacts, in
order to maintain acceptable service
ratios, response times or other
performance objectives for any of the

public services:
Fire protection?
Police protection?
Schools?

Parks?

Other public facilities?

RESPONSES:
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Less than
Significant
Potentially With Less than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporation Impact Impact

O 0O 0O 0o
I N
XXX X KX
I N

a. Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of new or

physically altered governmental facilities, need for new or physically altered governmental facilities, the

construction of which could cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service

ratios, response times or other performance objectives for any of the public services:

Fire protection?

Police Protection?

Schools?

Parks?
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Other public facilities?

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed Project would increase traffic safety to allow pedestrians
to safely commute from North Fork to the town hall, school, and other residential and community
facilities along Road 225. The proposed Project would not directly or indirectly induce population
growth and as such, will not increase demand for schools, parks, or other public facilities. Existing
Madera County fire and sheriff services will continue to maintain site safety. Any impacts would be less

than significant.

Mitigation Measures: None are required.
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Less than

Significant

Xv | . R EC R E ATl O N Potentially With Less than

Significant Mitigation Significant No
Would the project: Impact Incorporation Impact Impact

a.  Would the project increase the use of
existing neighborhood and regional parks
or other recreational facilities such that [] [] [] X
substantial physical deterioration of the

facility would occur or be accelerated?

b.  Does the project include recreational
facilities or require the construction or
expansion of recreational facilities which [] [] [] X
might have an adverse physical effect on

the environment?

RESPONSES:

a. Would the project increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational

facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be accelerated?

b. Does the project include recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of

recreational facilities which might have an adverse physical effect on the environment?

No Impact. The proposed Project consists of construction of approximately 1560 feet of bicycle and
pedestrian path improvements increase traffic safety to allow pedestrians to safely commute from North
Fork to the town hall, school, and other residential and community facilities along Road 225. The
proposed Project does not include the construction of residential uses or recreational facilities and would
not directly or indirectly induce population growth. Therefore, the proposed Project would not cause
physical deterioration of existing recreational facilities from increased usage or result in the need for new
or expanded recreational facilities. Conversely, the proposed Project will provide additional recreational
facilities and is considered beneficial. The Project would have no impact to existing parks or recreational

facilities.

Mitigation Measures: None are required.
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XVII. TRANSPORTATION/ Less than

Potentially ~ Significant Less than

No
T R A F F | C Significant With Significant
L Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporation

Would the project:

a.  Conflict with a program plan, ordinance or

policy addressing the circulation system, ] ] 5 ]

including transit, roadway, bicycle and

pedestrian facilities?

b.  Would the project conflict or be inconsistent
with CEQA Guidelines section 15064.3, [] [] X []
subdivision (b)?

c.  Substantially increase hazards due to a

geometric design feature (e.g., sharp curves ] ] 5 ]

or dangerous intersections) or incompatible

uses (e.g., farm equipment)?

d. Resultininadequate emergency access? |:| |:| |X| |:|

RESPONSES:

a. Conflict with a program plan, ordinance or policy addressing the circulation system, including

transit, roadway, bicycle and pedestrian facilities?

b. Would the project conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines section 15064.3, subdivision

(b)?

c. Substantially increase hazards due to a geometric design feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous

intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment)?

d. Result in inadequate emergency access?

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed Project includes construction of bicycle and pedestrian path
improvements adjacent to Road 225 near the community of North Fork. To meet the existing pedestrian
facility needs and increase pedestrian safety, the Project intends to construct approximately 1,560 feet of
bicycle & pedestrian facilities which includes an 8-foot paved bicycle path and 5-foot pedestrian path.

These facilities will be separated from the roadway. The Project will start near Willow Creek Drive and
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continue east on Road 225, turning south along Road 228. The Class I bike & pedestrian path will continue
all the way to reach the school bus parking lot which is located south of the Road 225 and Road 228
intersection. Other improvements include minor landscaping, approach ramps, retaining walls, and

stormwater drainage facilities.

There are no components of the proposed Project that would increase hazards due to a geometric design
feature. As traffic due to construction activities would be temporary in nature, the proposed Project
would not cause a substantial increase in traffic or result in inadequate emergency access. Once
operational, the new bicycle and pedestrian paths would not generate significant additional traffic trips
per day. The pathways would require periodic maintenance, which would generate an insignificant
amount of vehicle trips. The Project would not conflict with a program plan, ordinance, or policy

addressing the circulation system and as such, impacts would be less than significant.

Mitigation Measures: None are required.
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XVIII. TRIBAL CULTURAL
RESOURCES

Would the project:

a.  Would the project cause a substantial
adverse change in the significance of a
tribal cultural resource, defined in Public
Resources Code section 21074 as either a
site, feature, place, cultural landscape
that is geographically defined in terms of
the size and scope of the landscape,
sacred place, or object with cultural
value to a California Native American
tribe, and that is:

i) Listed or eligible for listing in the
California Register of Historical
Resources, or in a local register of
historical resources as defined in Public
Resources Code section 5020.1(k), or

ii) A resource determined by the lead
agency, in its discretion and supported
by substantial evidence, to be significant
pursuant to criteria set forth in
subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code
Section 5024.1. In applying the criteria set
forth in subdivision (c) of Public
Resource Code Section 5024.1, the lead
agency shall consider the significance of
the resource to a California Native

American tribe.
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Potentially With Less than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporation Impact Impact
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RESPONSES:

a). Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural resource,

defined in Public Resources Code section 21074 as either a site, feature, place, cultural landscape

that is geographically defined in terms of the size and scope of the landscape, sacred place, or

object with cultural value to a California Native American tribe, and that is:

i)_Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources, or in a local
register of historical resources as defined in Public Resources Code section 5020.1(k), or

ii) A resource determined by the lead agency, in its discretion and supported by substantial

evidence, to be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources

Code Section 5024.1. In applying the criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resource

Code Section 5024.1, the lead agency shall consider the significance of the resource to a

California Native American tribe.

Less Than Significant Impact. In accordance with Assembly Bill (AB) 52, potentially affected Tribes were

formally notified of this Project and were given the opportunity to request consultation on the Project.

On 22 November 2022, ASM contacted the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) to request
of search of the Sacred Lands Files. The NAHC responded on 11 December 2022, with negative results and
nine contacts from seven Tribal groups. Outreach letters were sent on 29 March 2023 and follow-up
emails were sent on 17 May 2023 to tribal organizations on the NAHC contact list. One response was
received from the North Fork Mono Tribe expressing no concern for the Project impacting cultural
resources but informing on a cultural site located along Road 225 at the Whisky Creek Bridge, which is
located over 1.5-mi east of the APE along Road 225. No other responses were received. The results of the
Sacred Lands Files search and tribal outreach are available in Appendix C. Therefore, there is a less than

significant impact.

Mitigation Measures: None are required.
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XIX. UTILITIES AND
SERVICE SYSTEMS

Would the project:

a.  Require or result in the relocation or
construction of new or expanded water,
wastewater treatment or storm water
drainage, electric power, natural gas, or
telecommunications facilities, the
construction or relocation of which could

cause significant environmental effects?

b.  Have sufficient water supplies available to
serve the project and reasonably
foreseeable future development during

normal, dry and multiple dry years?

c.  Resultin a determination by the
wastewater treatment provider which
serves or may serve the project that it has
adequate capacity to serve the project’s
projected demand in addition to the

provider’s existing commitments?

d. Generate solid waste in excess of State or
local standards, or in excess of the
capacity of local infrastructure, or
otherwise impair the attainment of solid

waste reduction goals?

e. Comply with federal, state, and local
management and reduction statutes and

regulations related to solid waste?
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RESPONSES:

a. Require or result in the relocation or construction of new or expanded water, wastewater treatment

or storm water drainage, electric power, natural gas, or telecommunications facilities, the

construction or relocation of which could cause significant environmental effects?

Less Than Significant Impact with Mitigation. The Project intends to construct approximately 1,560 feet
of bicycle & pedestrian facilities which includes an 8-foot paved bicycle path and 5-foot pedestrian path.
These facilities will be separated from the roadway. Other improvements include minor landscaping,
approach ramps, retaining walls, and stormwater drainage facilities. The Project area is bisected by North
Fork Willow Creek.

The Project will not require construction of wastewater treatment, electric power, natural gas, or

telecommunication facilities.

The Project involves construction of bicycle and pedestrian paths along an existing roadway above the
North Fork Willow Creek, which may require additional improvements to the stormwater drainage.

Associated environmental impacts resulting from the improvements are discussed within this document.

Mitigation Measures: The Project will require multiple mitigation measures as identified throughout

this document.

b. Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project and reasonably foreseeable future

development during normal, dry and multiple dry years?

No Impact. The proposed Project includes construction and operation of bicycle and pedestrian paths.

No new water supplies would be required as a result of the Project. There is no impact.

Mitigation Measures: None are required.

c. Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment provider which serves or may serve the

project that it has adequate capacity to serve the project’s projected demand in addition to the

provider’s existing commitments?

No Impact. The proposed Project would not generate additional wastewater, and would not require

expanded wastewater treatment facilities. There is no impact.

Mitigation Measures: None are required.
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d. Generate solid waste in excess of State or local standards, or in excess of the capacity of local

infrastructure, or otherwise impair the attainment of solid waste reduction goals?

e. Comply with federal, state, and local management and reduction statutes and regulations related to

solid waste?

Less Than Significant Impact. Proposed Project construction and operation will generate minimal
amounts of solid waste. The proposed pathways will not generate waste on an on-going basis. The
proposed Project will comply with all federal, state and local statutes and regulations related to solid

waste. Any impacts will be less than significant.

Mitigation Measures: None are required.
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XX. WILDFIRE

Less than
If located in or near state responsibility Potentially — Significant  Lessthan
.o . . Significant With Significant
areas or lands classified as very high fire igiican ' B mpact
Impact Mitigation Impact

hazard severity zones, would the Incorporation

project:
a.  Substantially impair an adopted emergency

response plan or emergency evacuation [] [] =4 []

plan?

b.  Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other
factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and
thereby expose project occupants to, [] [] X []
pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or

the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire?

c.  Require the installation or maintenance of
associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel
breaks, emergency water sources, power
lines or other utilities) that may exacerbate L] L] b L]
fire risk or that may result in temporary or

ongoing impacts to the environment?

d. Expose people or structures to significant
risks, including downslope or downstream
flooding or landslides, as a result of runoff, [] [] X []
post-fire slope instability, or drainage

changes?

RESPONSES:

a. Substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan?

b. Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby expose

project occupants to, pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a

wildfire?
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c. Require the installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks,

emergency water sources, power lines or other utilities) that may exacerbate fire risk or that may

result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the environment?

d. Expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslope or downstream flooding or

landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes?

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed Project includes construction of bicycle and pedestrian
paths along an existing roadway in the community of North Fork. The community of North Fork is
located in the Central Sierra Nevada Foothills, and consists of mostly scattered residential neighborhoods
and commercial businesses. The western half of the Project site is surrounded by commercial and
residential development to the north, west, and south and riprian forest to the east. The eastern half of
the Project site is surrounded by paved roads and low-elevation montane conifer forest to the north and
east, a revegetated staging area and low-elevation montane conifer forest to the south, and riparian forest

to the west.

According to the Fire Hazard Severity Zone map, the Project area is located in a High Fire Hazard
Severity Zone.!° The proposed pathway development is located adjacent to/near existing roadway, Road
225. There is no increased risk or on-going risk of wildfire beyond existing conditions associated with
the Project. To receive relevant construction and building permits, the proposed Project would be
required to be in compliance with the adopted emergency response plan. As such, any wildfire risk to

the Project structures or people would be less than significant.

Mitigation Measures: None are required.

10 Fire Hazard Severity Zones, OSFM. https://calfire-
forestry.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=988d431a42b242b29d89597ab693d008. Accessed January 2024.
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XXI. MANDATORY
FINDINGS OF
SIGNIFICANCE

Would the project:

a.  Does the project have the potential to
substantially degrade the quality of the
environment, substantially reduce the
habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a
tish or wildlife population to drop below
self-sustaining levels, threaten to
eliminate a plant or animal community,
substantially reduce the number or restrict
the range of a rare or endangered plant or
animal or eliminate important examples of
the major periods of California history or

prehistory?

b.  Does the project have impacts that are
individually limited, but cumulatively
considerable? (“Cumulatively
considerable” means that the incremental
effects of a project are considerable when
viewed in connection with the effects of
past projects, the effects of other current
projects, and the effects of probable future

projects)?

c.  Does the project have environmental
effects which will cause substantial
adverse effects on human beings, either

directly or indirectly?
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RESPONSES:

a. Does the project have the potential to degrade the quality of the environment, substantially reduce

the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below self-

sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, reduce the number or restrict

the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal or eliminate important examples of the major

periods of California history or prehistory?

Less than Significant Impact With Mitigation. The analyses of environmental issues contained in this
Initial Study indicate that the proposed Project is not expected to have substantial impact on the
environment or on any resources identified in the Initial Study. Mitigation measures have been

incorporated in the Project to reduce all potentially significant impacts to less than significant.

b. Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively considerable?

(“Cumulatively considerable” means that the incremental effects of a project are considerable when

viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the effects of other current projects, and the

effects of probable future projects)?

Less than Significant Impact. CEQA Guidelines Section 15064(i) states that a Lead Agency shall consider
whether the cumulative impact of a project is significant and whether the effects of the project are
cumulatively considerable. The assessment of the significance of the cumulative effects of a project must,
therefore, be conducted in connection with the effects of past projects, other current projects, and
probable future projects. Due to the nature of the Project and consistency with environmental policies,
incremental contributions to impacts are considered less than cumulatively considerable. The proposed
Project would not contribute substantially to adverse cumulative conditions, or create any substantial
indirect impacts (i.e., increase in population could lead to an increase need for housing, increase in traffic,

air pollutants, etc.). The impact is less than significant.

c. Does the project have environmental effects which will cause substantial adverse effects on human

beings, either directly or indirectly?

Less than Significant Impact With Mitigation. The analyses of environmental issues contained in this
Initial Study indicate that the Project is not expected to have substantial impact on human beings, either
directly or indirectly. Mitigation measures have been incorporated in the Project to reduce all potentially

significant impacts to less than significant.
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MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING
PROGRAM

This Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) has been formulated based upon
the findings of the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (ISMND) for the North Fork
Bicycle and Pedestrian Path Project. The MMRP lists mitigation measures recommended in the
IS/MND for the proposed Project and identifies monitoring and reporting requirements as well
as conditions recommended by responsible agencies who commented on the Project.

The first column of the Table identifies the mitigation measure. The second column, entitled
“Party Responsible for Implementing Mitigation,” names the party responsible for carrying out
the required action. The third column, “Implementation Timing,” identifies the time the
mitigation measure should be initiated. The fourth column, “Party Responsible for Monitoring,”
names the party ultimately responsible for ensuring that the mitigation measure is
implemented. The last column will be used by Madera County to ensure that individual
mitigation measures have been monitored.
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Party

. . Party e e
e ae responsible for | Implementation . Verification
Mitigation Measure . . responsible
Implementing Timing o . (name/date)
e for Monitoring
Mitigation
Biological Resources
BIO -1 Madera Prior to and/or Madera
County during County and
A pre-construction clearance survey shall be construction construction
conducted by a qualified biologist to ensure that confractor

northwestern pond furtle will not be impacted during
Project construction. The pre-construction clearance
survey shall be conducted no more than 14 days prior
to the start of construction activities. During this
survey, the qualified biologist shall search all aquatic
habitat for turtles and all potential nesting habitat on
the Project site for active turtle nests. If a turtle is
found, it will be allowed to leave the area on its own.
If an active turtle nest is found, the qualified biologist
shall determine the extent of a construction-free
buffer to be established and maintained around the
nest for the duration of the nesting cycle. The biologist
shall then work with construction personnel to install
wildlife exclusion fencing along the buffer. This
fencing should be a minimum of 36 inches tall and
towed-in 6 inches below ground prior to construction
activities. If fencing cannot be toed-in, the bottom of
the fence will be weighed down with a continuous
line of long, narrow sandbags (or similar items) to
ensure there are no gaps under the fencing where
wildlife could enter. One-way exit funnels directed
away from construction activities will be installed to
allow turtles and other small wildlife to exit the fenced
enclosure.
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Party

. . Party e e
e ae responsible for | Implementation . Verification
Mitigation Measure . . responsible
Implementing Timing ; o . (name/date)
I or Monitoring
Mitigation
BIO -2 Madera Prior to and/or Madera
County during County and
To avoid or minimize the spread of nonnative plant construction constfruction
material, (1) soil and vegetation disturbance should confractor
be minimized to the extent feasible; (2) soil, gravel,
rock, or other construction materials should be
obtained from weed-free sources; (3) certified weed-
free straw, mulch, and/or fiber rolls should be used for
erosion control; and (4) any invasive species disturbed
or removed during construction activities should be
contained and disposed of in a manner that will not
promote the spread of invasive species.
BIO-3 Madera Prior to and/or Madera
County during County and
To avoid or minimize indirect impacts fo the riparian construction construction
corridor, construction should occur during dry contractor
condifions. In addiftion, Calfrans’ standard Best
Management Practices (BMPs), including erosion and
dust control measures, should be implemented during
Project construction fo minimize impacts on
downstream water quality.
BIO-4 Madera Prior to and/or Madera
County during County and
e To the extent practicable, construction shall be construction construction
scheduled to avoid the nesting season, which contractor
extends from February through August.
e If it is not possible to schedule construction between
September and January, pre-construction surveys for
nesting birds shall be conducted by a qualified
biologist to ensure that no active nests will be
disturbed during the implementation of the Project. A
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Mitigation Measure

Party
responsible for
Implementing

Mitigation

Implementation
Timing

Party

responsible
for Monitoring

Verification
(name/date)

pre-construction survey shall be conducted no more
than 14 days prior to the initiation of construction
activities. During this survey, the qualified biologist
shall inspect all potential nest substrates in and
immediately adjacent to the impact areas. If an
active nest is found close enough to the construction
area to be disturbed by these activities, the qualified
biologist shall determine the extent of a construction-
free buffer to be established around the nest. If work
cannot proceed without disturbing the nesting birds,
work may need to be halted or redirected to other
areas until nesting and fledging are completed or the
nest has otherwise failed for non-construction related
reasons.

Cultural Resources

Should evidence of prehistoric archeological
resources be discovered during construction, the
contractor shall halt all work within 25 feet of the find
and the resource shall be evaluated by a qualified
archaeologist. If evidence of any archaeological,
cultural, and/or historical deposits is found, hand
excavation and/or mechanical excavation shall
proceed to evaluate the deposits for determination
of significance as defined by the CEQA guidelines.
The archaeologist shall submit reports, to the
satfisfaction of Madera County, describing the testing
program and subsequent results. These reports shall
identify any program mitigation that the Project
proponent shall complete in order to mitigate

Madera
County

Prior to and/or
during
construction

Madera
County and
construction
contractor
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Mitigation Measure

Party
responsible for
Implementing

Mitigation

Implementation
Timing

Party

responsible
for Monitoring

Verification
(name/date)

archaeological impacts (including resource recovery
and/or avoidance testing and analysis, removal,
reburial, and curation of archaeological resources).

In order to ensure that the proposed Project does not
impact buried human remains during Project
construction, the Project proponent shall be
responsible for on-going monitoring of Project
construction. Prior to the issuance of any grading
permit, the Project proponent shall provide Madera
County with documentation identifying construction
personnel that will be responsible for on-site
monitoring. If  buried human remains are
encountered during constfruction, further excavation
or disturbance of the site or any nearby area
reasonably suspected to overlie adjacent remains
shall be halted until the Madera County coroner is
contacted and the coroner has made the
determinations and nofifications required pursuant
to Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5. If the
coroner determines that Health and Safety Code
Section 7050.5(c) require that he give notice to the
Native American Heritage Commission, then such
notice shall be given within 24 hours, as required
by Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5(c). In
that event, the NAHC wil conduct the
Retitioaiasns CredmireSecbgn PAORZ.98. Unfil  the
consultations  described below have been
completed, the landowner shall further ensure that
the immediate vicinity, according to generally
accepted cultural or archaeological standards or

Madera
County

Prior fo and/or
during
construction

Madera
County and
construction
contractor
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Party
responsible for | Implementation
Implementing Timing

Mitigation

Party

responsible
for Monitoring

Verification

Mitigation Measure (name/date)

practices where Native American human remains
are located, is not disturbed by further development
activity unftil the landowner has discussed and
conferred with the Most Likely Descendants on all
reasonable opfions regarding the descendants'
preferences and freatments, as prescribed by Public
Resources Code Section 5097.98(b). The NAHC will
mediate any disputes regarding treatment of
remains in accordance with Public Resources Code
Section 5097.94(k). The landowner shall be entitled to
exercise rights established by Public Resources Code
Section 5097.98(e) if any of the circumstances
established by that provision become applicable.

Geology

GEO -1 Madera During Madera
County construction County and
In order to reduce on-site erosion due to Project construction
construction and operation, an erosion control plan contractor
and Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP)
shall be prepared for the site preparation,
construction, and post-construction periods by a
registered civil engineer or certified professional. The
erosion confrol plan shall incorporate best
management  practices consistent  with  the
requirements of the Natfional Pollution Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES). The erosion component
of the plan must at least meet the requirements of
the SWPPP required by the California State Water
Resources Conftrol Board.
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CalEEMod Version: CalEEMo0d.2020.4.0

Page 1 of 28

Date: 1/29/2024 4:07 PM

North Fork Bicycle and Pedestrian Path Project - San Joaquin Valley Unified APCD Air District, Annual

EMFAC Off-Model Adjustment Factors for Gasoline Light Duty Vehicle to Account for the SAFE Vehicle Rule Applied

North Fork Bicycle and Pedestrian Path Project
San Joaquin Valley Unified APCD Air District, Annual

1.0 Project Characteristics

1.1 Land Usage

Land Uses Size Metric Lot Acreage Floor Surface Area Population
Other Asphalt Surfaces . 24.00 . 1000sqft ! 0.55 ! 24,000.00 0
1.2 Other Project Characteristics
Urbanization Urban Wind Speed (m/s) 2.7 Precipitation Freq (Days) 45
Climate Zone 3 Operational Year 2025
Utility Company
CO2 Intensity 0 CH4 Intensity 0 N20 Intensity 0
(Ib/MWHhr) (Ib/MWHhr) (Ib/MWHhr)

1.3 User Entered Comments & Non-Default Data

Project Characteristics - Project includes construction of bicycle and pedestrian path improvements.

Land Use - Land Use 'Parking, Other Asphalt Surfaces' has been used to represent the Project bicycle and pedestrian path construction.

Table Name Column Name

Default Value

New Value

2.0 Emissions Summary
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EMFAC Off-Model Adjustment Factors for Gasoline Light Duty Vehicle to Account for the SAFE Vehicle Rule Applied

2.1 Overall Construction

Unmitigated Construction

ROG NOx co SO2 Fugitive Exhaust PM10 Fugitive Exhaust PM2.5 Bio- CO2 |NBio- CO2| Total CO2 CH4 N20 CO2e
PM10 PM10 Total PM2.5 PM2.5 Total
Year tons/yr MT/yr

2024 = 00436 + 0.3647 1 0.4366 + 7.7000e- + 0.0118 + 0.0167 + 0.0285 1 4.2800e- + 0.0154 + 0.0197 0.0000 +* 67.6433 ' 67.6433 + 0.0185 ' 6.8000e- * 68.3080

- ) 1 L} 1 L} L} 1 L} L} L] 1 L} 1 L}

u ' ' 004, ' ' v 003, ' ' ' ' v 004,
Maximum 0.0436 0.3647 0.4366 7.7000e- 0.0118 0.0167 0.0285 4.2800e- 0.0154 0.0197 0.0000 67.6433 67.6433 0.0185 6.8000e- 68.3080

004 003 004

Mitigated Construction

ROG NOx co SO2 Fugitive Exhaust PM10 Fugitive Exhaust PM2.5 Bio- CO2 |NBio- CO2| Total CO2 CH4 N20 CO2e
PM10 PM10 Total PM2.5 PM2.5 Total
Year tons/yr MT/yr
2024 = 00436 ' 0.3647 ' 04366 ' 7.7000e- ' 0.0118 + 0.0167 + 0.0285 ' 4.2800e- * 0.0154 '+ 0.0197 0.0000 ' 67.6432 ' 67.6432 * 0.0185 ' 6.8000e- ' 68.3079
- L] 1 L] 1 L] L] 1 L] L] L] 1 L] 1 L]
- L} 1 1] 004 1 1] 1] 1 003 1] 1] L] 1 1] 1 004 ]
Maximum 0.0436 0.3647 0.4366 7.7000e- 0.0118 0.0167 0.0285 4.2800e- 0.0154 0.0197 0.0000 67.6432 67.6432 0.0185 6.8000e- | 68.3079
004 003 004
ROG NOx CcO S0O2 Fugitive | Exhaust PM10 Fugitive | Exhaust PM2.5 Bio- CO2 | NBio-CO2 | Total CO2 CH4 N20 CO2e
PM10 PM10 Total PM2.5 PM2.5 Total
Percent 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Reduction
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Date: 1/29/2024 4:07 PM

North Fork Bicycle and Pedestrian Path Project - San Joaquin Valley Unified APCD Air District, Annual

Quarter Start Date End Date Maximum Unmitigated ROG + NOX (tons/quarter) Maximum Mitigated ROG + NOX (tons/quarter)
1 1-29-2024 4-28-2024 0.2202 0.2202
2 4-29-2024 7-28-2024 0.1842 0.1842
Highest 0.2202 0.2202
2.2 Overall Operational
Unmitigated Operational
ROG NOx CcO SO2 Fugitive Exhaust PM10 Fugitive Exhaust PM2.5 Bio- CO2 |NBio- CO2| Total CO2 CH4 N20 CO2e
PM10 PM10 Total PM2.5 PM2.5 Total
Category tonslyr MTlyr
Area = 2.0700e- * 0.0000 1 2.2000e- + 0.0000 + '+ 0.0000 * 0.0000 ¢ '+ 0.0000 * 0.0000 0.0000 * 4.3000e- ' 4.3000e- * 0.0000 * 0.0000 ' 4.6000e-
- 003 \004 | : ' : : ' : . 004 ; o004 | : 1 004
----------- n ———————n - ———————— - ———————— : m——g el —————eg - fm——————p = e e
Energy - 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000
- 1] 1 1] 1] 1 1] 1] 1 1] L] 1 1] 1] 1
----------- n ———————— - ———————n - ———————n : m——g el —————eg - fm——————p = e e
Mobile - 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000
- 1] 1 1] 1] 1 1] 1] 1 1] L] 1 1] 1] 1
----------- n ———————— - ———————— - ———————— : m——g e e lm—————eg - fm——————p = e e
Waste - ! ! ! ! ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000
- 1] 1 1] 1] 1 1] 1] 1 1] L] 1 1] 1] 1
----------- n ———————— - ———————— - ———————— : ———g el —————eg - fm——————p = e e
Water - ! ! ! ! ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000
- 1] 1 1] 1] 1 1] 1] 1 1] L] 1 1] 1] 1
Total 2.0700e- 0.0000 2.2000e- 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 4.3000e- | 4.3000e- 0.0000 0.0000 4.6000e-
003 004 004 004 004
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EMFAC Off-Model Adjustment Factors for Gasoline Light Duty Vehicle to Account for the SAFE Vehicle Rule Applied

2.2 Overall Operational
Mitigated Operational

ROG NOx co S02 Fugitive Exhaust PM10 Fugitive Exhaust PM2.5 Bio- CO2 |NBio- CO2| Total CO2 CH4 N20 CO2e
PM10 PM10 Total PM2.5 PM2.5 Total
Category tons/yr MT/yr
Area = 2.0700e- * 0.0000 t 2.2000e- + 0.0000 * '+ 0.0000 *+ 0.0000 ¢ '+ 0.0000 + 0.0000 0.0000 + 4.3000e- + 4.3000e- * 0.0000 * 0.0000 * 4.6000e-
- 003 | \ o004 . : ' : : : : . 004 , o004 : . 004
----------- n ———————— - ———————— - ———————— : m——k e jmm————eg - fm——————— e
Energy = 00000 ' 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! ! 0.0000 * 0.0000 ! ! 0.0000 : 0.0000 0.0000 * 0.0000 ! 0.0000 * 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000
L 1] 1] 1 1] [} 1 [} [} 1 [} L] 1 [} [} L}
----------- n ———————n - ———————— - ———————n : m——k s e jmm————eg - fm—————— s
Mobile = 00000 @' 0.0000 ' 0.0000 ! 0.000 ' 0.000 * 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ' 0.000 * 0.0000 ! 0.0000 0.0000 * 0.0000 ! 0.0000 * 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000
L 1] 1] 1 1] [} 1 [} [} 1 [} L] 1 [} [} L}
----------- n ———————— - ———————— - ———————— : ———k e e ——— g - fm——————p ==
Waste - ! ! ! ! ! 0.0000 * 0.0000 ! ! 00000 @ 0.0000 0.0000 * 0.0000 ! 0.0000 * 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000
L 1] 1] 1 1] [} 1 [} [} 1 [} L] 1 [} [} L}
----------- n ———————— - ———————— - ———————— : m——k e jmm————eg - fm——————— e
Water - ! ! ! ! ! 0.0000 * 0.0000 ! ! 0.0000 : 0.0000 0.0000 * 0.0000 ! 0.000 * 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000
L 1] 1] 1 1] [} 1 [} [} 1 [} L] 1 [} [} L}
- 1
Total 2.0700e- | 0.0000 | 2.2000e- | 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 | 4.3000e- | 4.3000e- | 0.0000 0.0000 | 4.6000e-
003 004 004 004 004
ROG NOx co S02 Fugitive | Exhaust PM10 Fugitive | Exhaust PM2.5 Bio- CO2 | NBio-CO2 | Total CO2 CH4 N20 CO2e
PM10 PM10 Total PM2.5 PM2.5 Total
Percent 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Reduction
3.0 Construction Detail
Construction Phase
Phase Phase Name Phase Type Start Date End Date Num Days | Num Days Phase Description
Number Week
1 =Demolition *Demolition :1/29/2024 12/9/2024
] ] 1
"""" == "R EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE R PN NN RN ———————————— ) (—————————— — -
2 = Site Preparation *Site Preparation :2/10/2024 12/12/2024
....... P } !
3 *Grading *Grading 12/13/2024 12/14/2024
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North Fork Bicycle and Pedestrian Path Project - San Joaquin Valley Unified APCD Air District, Annual

EMFAC Off-Model Adjustment Factors for Gasoline Light Duty Vehicle to Account for the SAFE Vehicle Rule Applied

4 *Building Construction *Building Construction 12/15/2024 1713/2024 ! 5 100:
------- L e R L R e L
5 'Paving 'Paving 17/412024 17/10/2024 ! 5! 5!
------------------------------- 4 : : : R
6 -Archltectural Coating :Architectural Coating 17/11/2024 17/17/12024 ! 5 5

Acres of Grading (Site Preparation Phase): 0.5

Acres of Grading (Grading Phase): 1.5

Acres of Paving: 0.55

Residential Indoor: 0; Residential Outdoor: 0; Non-Residential Indoor: 0O;

(Architectural Coating — sqft)

OffRoad Equipment

Non-Residential Outdoor: 0; Striped Parking Area: 1,440

Phase Name Offroad Equipment Type Amount Usage Hours Horse Power Load Factor
Architectural Coating *Air Compressors ! 1 6.00: 78; 0.48
............................. '---------------------------F------------------------------I e
Paving *Cement and Mortar Mixers ! 4 6.00: 9 0.56
............................. '---------------------------F------------------------------I e
Demolition *Concrete/Industrial Saws ! 1 8.001 81, 0.73
............................. '---------------------------F------------------------------I e
Building Construction 'Cranes ! 1 4.00! 231; 0.29
........................................................ R e
Building Construction 'Forkllfts ! 2 6.00: 89; 0.20
............................. '---------------------------F------------------------------I e
Grading *Graders ! 1 6.00: 187; 0.41
............................. '---------------------------F------------------------------I e
Site Preparation *Graders ! 1 8.00: 187, 0.41
............................. '---------------------------F------------------------------I e
Paving sPavers ! 1 7.00: 130; 0.42
............................. '---------------------------F------------------------------I e
Paving *Rollers ! 1 7.001 80; 0.38
............................. '---------------------------F------------------------------I e
Demolition *Rubber Tired Dozers ! 1 1.00: 247 0.40
............................. '---------------------------F------------------------------I e
Grading *Rubber Tired Dozers ! 1 6.00: 247 0.40
............................. '---------------------------F------------------------------I e
Building Construction *Tractors/Loaders/Backhoes ! 2 8.001 97; 0.37
............................. '---------------------------F------------------------------I e
Demolition *Tractors/Loaders/Backhoes ! 2 6.00: 97; 0.37
............................. '---------------------------F------------------------------I e
Grading *Tractors/Loaders/Backhoes ! 1 7.001 97; 0.37
............................. '---------------------------F------------------------------I e
Paving *Tractors/Loaders/Backhoes ! 1 7.001 97; 0.37
............................. H } - e ececnmmanaann
Site Preparation =Tractors/Loaders/Backhoes ! 1 8.00: 97! 0.37
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Phase Name Offroad Equipment | Worker Trip | Vendor Trip jHauling Trip | Worker Trip | Vendor Trip | Hauling Trip | Worker Vehicle Vendor Hauling
Count Number Number Number Length Length Length Class Vehicle Class | Vehicle Class
Demolition . 4: 10.00: 0.00 0.00: 10.80: 7.30} 20.00: LD_Mix :HDT_Mix {HHDT
e e Y LT ; - e LT P T T LT LT
Site Preparation . 2: 5.00: 0.00 0.00: 10.BOE 7.30} 20.00:LD_Mix :HDT_MIX {HHDT
T T Y. STy ; - s LTy P L LT T J-mmmmmmmmm LT
Grading . 3: 8.00: 0.00 0.00: 10.BOE 7.30} 20.00: LD_Mix :HDT_MIX {HHDT
T T T Y LT Ty ; - s LTy P L LT T J-mmmmmmmmm LT
Building Construction * 5: 10.00: 4.00 0.00: 10.BOE 7.30} 20.00: LD_Mix :HDT Mix {HHDT
T T Y ST ; - s LTy P L LT T J-mmmmmmmmm LT
Paving . 7: 18.00: 0.00 0.00: 10.BOE 7.30} 20.00: LD_Mix :HDT_MIX {HHDT
________________ . 1 [ 1 L [] 1 L,
Architectural Coating = 1 2.00: 0.00: 0.00: 10.80: 7.30: 20.00:LD_Mix *HDT_Mix 'HHDT
3.1 Mitigation Measures Construction
3.2 Demolition - 2024
Unmitigated Construction On-Site
ROG NOx co S0O2 Fugitive Exhaust PM10 Fugitive Exhaust PM2.5 Bio- CO2 |NBio- CO2| Total CO2 CH4 N20 CO2e
PM10 PM10 Total PM2.5 PM2.5 Total
Category tons/yr MT/yr
Off-Road = 3.0800e- * 0.0274 '+ 0.0370 + 6.0000e- ! v 1.2500e- + 1.2500e- 1 + 1.2000e- + 1.2000e- 0.0000 + 5.2104 + 52104 1 9.4000e- + 0.0000 * 5.2339
- 003 | ' \ 005 . 003 , 003 . 003 . 003 . ' \ o004 .
Total 3.0800e- | 0.0274 0.0370 | 6.0000e- 1.2500e- | 1.2500e- 1.2000e- | 1.2000e- 0.0000 5.2104 5.2104 | 9.4000e- | 0.0000 5.2339
003 005 003 003 003 003 004
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3.2 Demolition - 2024
Unmitigated Construction Off-Site

ROG NOx co SO2 Fugitive Exhaust PM10 Fugitive Exhaust PM2.5 Bio- CO2 |NBio- CO2| Total CO2 CH4 N20 CO2e
PM10 PM10 Total PM2.5 PM2.5 Total
Category tons/yr MT/yr
Hauling E: 0.0000 ! 0.0000 : 0.0000 ! 0.0000 : 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000 : 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000 0.0000 ! 0.0000 : 0.0000 ! 0.0000 : 0.0000 ! 0.0000
L 1] 1] 1 1] 1 [} [} 1 [} [} L] 1 [} 1 L]
----------- n ———————n ———————n - ———————— - : ks jmm————eg ———————n Fmmmma
Vendor - 0.0000 ! 0.0000 : 0.0000 ! 0.0000 : 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000 : 0.0000 ! 0.0000 ! 0.0000 0.0000 ! 0.0000 : 0.0000 ! 0.0000 : 0.0000 ! 0.0000
L 1] 1] 1 1] 1 [} [} 1 [} [} L] 1 [} 1 L]
----------- n ———————n ———————— - ———————n - : ———d s ————eg ———————n Fmmmma
Worker = 1.4000e- * 9.0000e- * 1.1500e- * 0.0000 * 4.0000e- * 0.0000 + 4.0000e- * 1.1000e- * 0.0000 + 1.1000e- 0.0000 * 0.3156 * 0.3156  1.0000e- * 1.0000e- * 0.3184
w 004 , 005 , 003 ., \ 004, , 004 , 004 \ 004 . . v 005 , 005
Total 1.4000e- | 9.0000e- | 1.1500e- 0.0000 4.0000e- 0.0000 4.0000e- | 1.1000e- 0.0000 1.1000e- 0.0000 0.3156 0.3156 1.0000e- | 1.0000e- 0.3184
004 005 003 004 004 004 004 005 005
Mitigated Construction On-Site
ROG NOx co S0O2 Fugitive Exhaust PM10 Fugitive Exhaust PM2.5 Bio- CO2 |NBio- CO2| Total CO2 CH4 N20 CO2e
PM10 PM10 Total PM2.5 PM2.5 Total
Category tons/yr MT/yr
Off-Road = 3.0800e- + 0.0274 1 0.0370 1 6.0000e- + v 1.2500e- + 1.2500e- v 1.2000e- * 1.2000e- 0.0000 +* 5.2104 1+ 5.2104 1 9.4000e- * 0.0000 +* 5.2339
o003 . . \ 005 i 003 , 003 . 003 , 003 . ' \004 .
Total 3.0800e- 0.0274 0.0370 6.0000e- 1.2500e- | 1.2500e- 1.2000e- 1.2000e- 0.0000 5.2104 5.2104 9.4000e- 0.0000 5.2339
003 005 003 003 003 003 004
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3.2 Demolition - 2024

Mitigated Construction Off-Site

ROG NOx co SO2 Fugitive Exhaust PM10 Fugitive Exhaust PM2.5 Bio- CO2 |NBio- CO2| Total CO2 CH4 N20 CO2e
PM10 PM10 Total PM2.5 PM2.5 Total
Category tons/yr MT/yr
Hauling E: 0.0000 : 0.0000 : 0.0000 : 0.0000 : 0.0000 : 0.0000 : 0.0000 : 0.0000 : 0.0000 : 0.0000 0.0000 : 0.0000 : 0.0000 : 0.0000 : 0.0000 ! 0.0000
L 1] 1] 1 1] 1 [} [} 1 [} [} L] 1 [} 1 L]
----------- H ey ey : ey : : ——— e ———— ey e
Vendor :: 0.0000 : 0.0000 : 0.0000 : 0.0000 : 0.0000 : 0.0000 : 0.0000 : 0.0000 : 0.0000 : 0.0000 0.0000 : 0.0000 : 0.0000 : 0.0000 : 0.0000 ! 0.0000
L 1] 1] 1 1] 1 [} [} 1 [} [} L] 1 [} 1 L]
----------- H iy ey : ey : : ——— e el ———— ey T
Worker = 1.4000e- * 9.0000e- * 1.1500e- * 0.0000 * 4.0000e- * 0.0000 + 4.0000e- * 1.1000e- * 0.0000 + 1.1000e- 0.0000 * 0.3156 * 0.3156  1.0000e- * 1.0000e- * 0.3184
o 004 . 005 , 003 V004 . . 004 , 004 . 004 . ' . 005 ; 005 .
Total 1.4000e- | 9.0000e- | 1.1500e