
Memorandum 
Date:   April 25, 2024   

To:   Project File 

From:   Jesse Yabes, P.E., Associate Civil Engineer at the City of Rancho Cordova 
   
 

Subject:  City of Rancho Cordova Countryside Neighborhood Street Rehabilitation 
Phase 1 Project Memorandum in Support of Categorical Exemption per 
Sections 15301 and 15302  

 

 

Introduction 

The City of Rancho Cordova City Council has made street maintenance and rehabilitation a 
priority and has tasked the Public Works Department to develop and implement the 
Citywide Street Rehabilitation Program to address deficiencies in the City’s transportation 
system. This annual program leverages available data and findings identified in the Pavement 
Management Program study (updated in July, 2022) to develop implementable projects that fall 
within the available annual funding. This program has been approved by Council as part of the 
FY22/23 - FY24/25 Capital Improvement Program. After evaluating alternatives in the pavement 
program, this Project was developed due to the age and condition of pavement, safety 
concerns, and deferred maintenance costs. 
 
The City has developed plans to rehabilitate all streets within the Countryside Neighborhood. 
Due to funding availability, the City elected to deliver the project in two sequential construction 
phases (Phase 1 and 2). The Phase 1 project will address the majority of the local roads which 
require overlay or preservation treatment. Phase 2 will address the remaining local and minor 
collector roads which require restoration. By programming the project in phases, the City can 
deliver the necessary improvements in a cost-effective manner.  
In 2022, the City was awarded two hundred sixty-two thousand dollars through the SB1-funded, 
2022 Local Partnership Formulaic Program (LPP-F). The California Transportation Commission 
adopted the 2022 LPP-F for distribution in fiscal year 2023-2024. The City anticipates requesting 
the funding allocation in Summer 2024.  

The proposed project is subject to environmental clearance under the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA), since the proposed project is funded by State and local funds. The purpose 
of this memorandum is to document existing conditions and provide recommendations for 
achieving environmental clearance under CEQA. 

Existing Conditions 

The Countryside Neighborhood Street Rehabilitation Phase 1 Project is located entirely within the 
public right-of-way within the area bordered by U.S. Highway 50, Mather Field Road, Routier 
Road, Folsom Boulevard, Mather Field Road, Rockingham Drive, and Old Placerville Road. 
Currently developed areas near the project are zoned for residential and office industrial mixed 



use. This neighborhood is recognized as a disadvantaged community within census tract 
6067009006. 

 This project area was developed between the 1950s and 1970s when it was under the jurisdiction 
of the County of Sacramento. Since incorporation, The City of Rancho Cordova has delivered 
several capital projects in the vicinity to increase active transportation, improve pedestrian safety 
and traffic calming near Abraham Lincoln Elementary School, and multiple sidewalk repairs. 

In 2023, a previous capital improvement project upgraded 24 curb ramps to meet ADA 
compliance. Another 16 curb ramps are observed to be non-standard and are recommended to 
be retrofitted on streets to be rehabilitated under Phase 1. Additionally, several sidewalk locations 
are recommended for repair to improve pedestrian accessibility. 

Reconstruction of the proposed curb ramp retrofits will require replacement of multiple drainage 
inlets, some of which are undersized and not to current City standard.  

The roadway conditions in the project area range from fair to poor. The proposed rehabilitation, 
along with routine treatment measures, will increase the useful life of the roadways for 20 years.  

Purpose and Objectives 

The purpose of the project is to extend the useful life of the roadway and prevent future 
degradation of existing pavement failure areas. This proposed work will increase the reliability of 
local roadway and other critical infrastructure to the benefit of the public. 

Project Description 

The project will rehabilitate or preserve 13 lane-miles of pavement on local streets in the 
Countryside Neighborhood. Six streets will receive a Type I or Type II slurry seal as a preservation 
treatment. One street will receive a cape seal. 15 streets will be rehabilitated with a grind and 
overlay of rubberized hot mix asphalt. One street will be reconstructed, including its base section.  

Additional improvements include restriping the roadway, replacing speed humps, repairing 
sidewalks, and upgrading 16 curb ramp upgrades to meet accessibility requirements.  

This project proposes to replace 1,008 linear feet of storm drainpipe along existing grades and 
alignments using the open-cut method. This project will replace 16 drainage inlets and construct 
six new drainage manholes. These improvements will improve the conveyance of stormwater 
from the street surfaces to the drainage system. 

Environmental Clearance 

Categorical Exemptions (CE) under CEQA represent activities that generally do not result in  
significant environmental impacts and are considered exempt from detailed environmental  
disclosures. 
 
The City has determined the project is exempt from CEQA Guidelines per Cal. Code Regs., tit. 
14, section 15301(c) “Existing Facilities” which states:  
 

Class 1 consists of the operation, repair, maintenance, permitting, leasing, licensing, or 
minor alteration of existing public or private structures, facilities, mechanical equipment, 



or topographical features, involving negligible or no expansion of existing or former use. 
The types of "existing facilities" itemized below are not intended to be all-inclusive of the 
types of projects which might fall within Class 1. The key consideration is whether the 
project involves negligible or no expansion of use. Examples include but are not limited 
to: 
 
c) Existing highways and streets, sidewalks, gutters, bicycle and pedestrian trails, and 
similar facilities (this includes road grading for the purpose of public safety, and other 
alterations such as the addition of bicycle facilities, including but not limited to bicycle 
parking, bicycle-share facilities and bicycle lanes, transit improvements such as bus lanes, 
pedestrian crossings, street trees, and other similar alterations that do not create 
additional automobile lanes). 

 
This project is exempt because it proposes rehabilitation and preservation treatments of existing 
streets. There will not be creation of additional, or widening of existing, automobile lanes. 
 
This project will also repair sidewalks and upgrade 16 curb ramps to meet accessibility 
requirements.  
 
The City has also determined the project is exempt from CEQA Guidelines per Cal. Code Regs., 
tit. 14, section 15302(c) “Replacement or Reconstruction” which states: 
 

Class 2 consists of replacement or reconstruction of existing structures and facilities where 
the new structure will be located on the same site as the structure replaced and will have 
substantially the same purpose and capacity as the structure replaced, including but not 
limited to: 
 
(c) Replacement or reconstruction of existing utility systems and/or facilities involving 
negligible or no expansion of capacity. 

 
This project is exempt because it proposes replacing 16 drainage inlets and 1,008 LF of storm 
drainpipe with negligible expansion of use.  
 
None of the exceptions to these exemptions in Section 15300.2 apply. No sensitive biological 
resources exist on or adjacent to the project areas. No unusual circumstances exist that would 
create a reasonable possibility that the project would have a significant adverse effect on the 
environment.  
 
No discretionary permits from other local or state agencies are required to implement this 
beneficial capital improvement project. The City and its contractors commit to implementing 
standard City enforced environmental operating procedures to ensure that traffic, noise and dust 
impacts to the local community near the project sites during short-term construction activities are 
kept to a minimum.   
 
Recommendations 

Based on a review of the proposed project site, CEQA guidelines and the discussion above, the  
proposed project would meet the requirements of a Class 1 and Class 2 categorical exemption 
under CEQA.   
 



Figure 1. Project Location Map 
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