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	Project Title: Highway 101 Roadside Fuel Reduction Project
	Lead Agency: Mendocino County Resource Conservation District 
	Contact Name: Doug Turk
	Email: doug@mcrcd.org
	Phone Number: 707-462-3664  x107
	Project Location: Ukiah to Willits                                                                                           Mendocino                                                   
	Project Description: Project work will consist of a series of broadcast burns (prescribed fire) to reduce vegetation along 24.1 miles of the Highway 101 transportation corridor between postmile 17.2 and postmile 41.3in Mendocino County. The project’s goal is to reduce the risk of human-caused ignitions within the CALTRANS Highway 101 right of way (ROW). Treatments will occur along the shoulder, the center median, around on-and off-ramps (including cloverleafs), around turnouts, and within other CALTRANS ROW areas. The project will be executed and managed by CAL FIRE. Containment will utilize the existing interstate/roadways and previously created containment lines, although previous containment lines may need to be reestablished or maintained in some places using hand crews. Burning will be performed at night and early mornings to limit potential impacts to vehicular traffic. Work is anticipated to begin in mid-June and go through the fall of 2024, but exact timing will depend on vegetation curing rates and environmental conditions. Based on the entirety of evidence provided to our Agency, our Initial Study for found no evidence of a significant impact to the environmental with mitigation measures included in the the project's design.
	Project's Effects: AIR-1: A smoke management plan will be submitted to the Mendocino County Air Quality Management District (MCAQMD) prior to construction and adhered to during project execution. BIO-1: Within seven days prior to construction, a survey will be conducted to locate special status plant species that will be flagged and an appropriately buffered with a fire exclusion zone. BIO-2: Within seven days prior to construction, surveys will be conducted to determine the presence of nests of legally protected bird species. BIO-3: During project construction, species of concern within the burn area shall be removed from the project area by a qualified wildlife biologist. Burns may be suspended for the amount of time necessary to perform this action. BIOs-4 & 5: Watercourses, lakes and seeps will be given a 25- to 50-foot buffer zone where no equipment will be allowed and where fire will not be introduced. HAZ-1: At least 30 days prior to project execution, Cal Fire shall communicate its plans to conduct prescribed burn operations to the Ukiah Unified School District, the Pinoleville Rancheria, and to the Coyote Valley Reservation to limit smoke impacts to children. HAZ-2: As per FAA rule 77-9, at least 45 days prior to project construction, Cal Fire shall submit a completed FAA Form 7460-1 to the FAA, communicating its plan to conduct prescribed burning operations near the Ukiah Municipal Airport. NOISE-1: Internal combustion engines will be equipped with the best available noise-control techniques whenever feasible and necessary. In project areas located within the City of Ukiah boundary, or in areas outside the City of Ukiah boundary, but in close proximity to urban housing, the engines on heavy equipment such as fire trucks and water-tenders shall be shut off (i.e., not left idling), unless needed to construct the project.
	Areas of Controversy: The following questions were asked by CALTRANS (CT), along with MCRCD's (RCD) responses: 1) CT: Regarding known populations of sensitive plants that will have buffers placed around them and will not be treated.  What type of buffer and how large?  RCD: The buffer for sensitive plants will be an equipment exclusion zone.  No fires will be ignited within this zone. The buffer for sensitive plants will be flagged; 2) CT: Regarding the statement that a 50-foot buffer zone will be applied to all watercourses where fire will not be introduced but will be allowed to back into the zone, and wetlands and seeps will be provided a 25-foot buffer zone where fire will be allowed to back into.  What does it mean to back into the areas of buffer?  How are these areas going to be marked in the field?  RCD: ‘Backing into’ means allowing a fire to spread by moving into the wind or downslope at a slower and less intense rate of spread. This type of fire is less intense and damaging to herbaceous and overstory vegetation.  Watercourses are not marked in the field but are delineated on maps with CAL FIRE administering the project and ensuring these buffer areas don’t have equipment within them or fires ignited within them; 3) CT: All wetlands, seeps and watercourses will have a 25 foot to 50 foot buffer placed around them, where fire may be allowed to back into. Same question about the buffer and letting fire back into them. RCD: ‘Backing into’ means allowing a fire to spread by moving into the wind or downslope at a slower and less intense rate of spread.’  Watercourses are not marked in the field but are delineated on maps with CAL FIRE administering the project and ensuring these buffer areas don’t have equipment within them or fires ignited within them. 
	List of Agencies: The Mendocino County Resource Conservation District is acting as the CEQA Lead Agency for this project. CALTRANS is the public landowner and holds the right of way for the property where the project will be constructed. CAL FIRE will be the agency responsible for executing (constructing) and managing the project.


