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MEMORANDUM 

(Confidential) 

 

Date: November 18, 2022 

From: Bai “Tom” Tang, M.A., Principal, CRM TECH 

To: Luis Gomez, GoUrban Development 

Subject: Summary and Update: Cultural Resource Studies on Assessor’s Parcel Nos. 604-521-013 

and -014, City of La Quinta, Riverside County, California (CRM TECH Contract No. 

3939) 

 

Dear Mr. Gomez: 

 

At your request, we have completed a systematic review of and an update to past cultural resources 

investigations on the property referenced above, which consists of approximately 5.1 acres of vacant 

land in the northwestern portion of the City of La Quinta.  The property is located on the west side of 

Jefferson Street and to the south of Fred Waring Drive, in the northeast quarter of Section 20, T5S 

R7E (Figs. 1, 2).  The purpose of this study is to provide a synopsis of all cultural resources 

investigations carried out on the property and provide current recommendations on compliance with 

the mandates of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the City of La Quinta 

Historic Preservation Ordinance regarding “historical resources,” as defined by (CEQA). 

 

As you are aware, the previous studies involving the project area resulted in the identification and 

recordation of a small portion of a prehistoric—i.e., Native American—archaeological site, 33-

001769 (CA-RIV-1769), in the northwestern corner the current project area.  Consisting mainly of a 

human cremation, the site was first identified in 1971, evaluated in 1979, and determined at that time 

to be eligible for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places (Brown 1979:7, 40).  

However, several subsequent archaeological studies were unable to relocate much of the cultural 

materials and features that were initially recorded at the site, and it was reported that local relic-

hunters or concerned individuals may have removed artifacts from the site (Apple 1980:11-14; 

Desautels 1982; Brock and Smith 2000:21-22).  

 

Despite the negative or near-negative findings of these subsequent studies, due to the high sensitivity 

of the area for buried cultural materials, a 2000 study that included both a Phase I survey and Phase 

II subsurface testing procedures recommended that archaeological monitoring be carried out during 

any grading or trenching activities in the project vicinity (Brock and Smith 2000:27).  The 

recommendation was adopted by the City of La Quinta, and a monitoring program was undertaken 

during earth-moving operations for the Jefferson Square Shopping Center project in 2008-2009, 

which encompassed the current project area in its entirety (Smallwood 2009). 

 

The monitoring program resulted in the discovery of an isolated pottery sherd and possible human 

cremation remains (Smallwood 2009:6-7).  The sherd was found near the eastern boundary of the 

current project area, well outside of the boundaries of any previously recorded sites in the vicinity, 

and was determined not to qualify as a “historical resource” (Smallwood 2009:6, 10).  Therefore, it 

required no further treatment.   
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Figure 1.  Project area.  (Based on USGS La Quinta, Calif., 7.5’ quadrangle) 
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Figure 2.  Satellite image of the project area. 
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Figure 3.  Current condition of the project area.  (Photographs taken on November 15, 2022) 

 

The cremation remains were originally discovered to the north of the current project area but within 

the boundaries of Site 33-001769 (Ballester 2008:3; Smallwood 2009:6).  In consultation with the 

nearby Cabazon Band of Mission Indians, the remains were reinterred in the southwestern corner of 

the current project area at a depth of approximately eight feet below the surface, in an area 

designated for landscaping at the time (Ballester 2008:3; Smallwood 2009:7).   

 

At the conclusion of the monitoring program, the portion of Site 33-001769 impacted by the 

Jefferson Square Shopping Center project at the time was determined not to qualify as a “historical 

resource” due to the lack of further archaeological data potential (Smallwood 2009:9).  However, the 

possible cremation remains were found to constitute a “historical resource” independently of the site 

because of the unique cultural significance of human remains to the local Native American 

community (ibid.:9-10). 

 

On November 15, 2022, CRM TECH archaeologist Daniel Ballester, M.S., conducted a field 

inspection of the project area.  At that time, no historical/archaeological features or artifact deposits 

were encountered on the ground surface, which has been extensively disturbed by past grading, 

excavation, and other development activities.  Currently an asphalt-paved parking lot occupies the 

northeastern and southwestern portions of the project area, with engineered earthen pads making up 

the rest of the acreage (Figs. 2, 3). 

 

In summary, while no significant cultural resources were previously discovered within the current 

project area, the possible human cremation remains that were reburied in the southwestern corner of 

the property meet the statutory/regulatory definition of a “historical resource” and thus require 

proper protection under CEQA provisions.  Therefore, CRM TECH recommend that ground 

disturbances that may reach the depth of eight feet be avoided at and around that location (see 

Appendix 2 to Attachment E; further information on the precise location is available from CRM 

TECH and the Cabazon Band of Mission Indians).   

 

Preferably, the area at and around the location of the reinterred cremation remains in the 

southwestern corner of the property should be reserved for the least intrusive part of the proposed 

project, such as landscaping per developments plans formulated in 2008-2009.  If disturbances to 



 5 

that location—and potentially to the depth of eight feet—cannot be avoided, it is recommended that 

further consultation be carried out with the Cabazon Band of Mission Indians regarding the 

possibility of moving the cremation remains to a different portion of the project area.  Under these 

conditions, CRM TECH further recommends that the proposed development of the project area may 

be cleared to proceed in compliance with CEQA provisions on cultural resources. 

 

Thank you for this opportunity to be of service.  If you need any further information regarding the 

findings of this study, please do not hesitate to contact our office.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Bai “Tom” Tang, M.A. 

Principal, CRM TECH  
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1980 SURVEY 
 

  











































 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT C 

 

1982 SITE RECORD UPDATE 
 

33-001769 (CA-RIV-1769) 

 

  





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT D 

 

2000 SURVEY AND TESTING PROGRAM 
 

  







































































 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT E 

 

2008-2009 MONITORING PROGRAM 
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