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May 7, 2024 

Contra Costa County Clerk 
555 Escobar Street 
Martinez. CA 945537 

PROJECT TITLE: 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

Briones Trails Pilot Trail Realignment Project 

LEAD AGENCY/APPLICANT: East Bay Regional Park District 
Attn: Brian Holt 
2950 Peralta Oaks Court, Oakland, CA 94605 
Telephone: 510-544-2623 

2024-00144 

FILED 

May 8, 2024 

KRISTIN B. CONN ELLY 

CLERK-RECORDER 

By d,5/n1-c:::: 

Deputy clerk 

PROJECT LOCATION: The Briones Pilot Project Trail Realignments (Project) is located within Briones 
Regional Park, within unincorporated Contra Costa County. Specifically, the 
Project includes the realignment of one trail segment totaling 600 feet of trail 
construction and 450 feet of trail closure and restoration. These sections were 
determined to be necessary to improve drainage, erosion, user experience and 
conflict issues. All reroutes are within the existing Briones Pilot Zone, which is a 
1,600-acre portion in the Northeast corner of Briones Regional Park and includes 
the Old Briones Road staging area and the Reliez Valley staging area (the Pilot 
Projea Zone). 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The East Bay Regional Park District (District) proposes the realignment of one trail 
segment within the Pilot Project Zone to address a combination of safety, and resource impacts by providing a more 
sustainability alternative trail alignment, and physically closing and restoring the existing route back to a more natural 
state. This realignment has been identified as offering a high benefit to impact ratio by being small in scope and complexity 
while providing restored habitats with alternative sustainable trail routes. 

AVOIDANCE AND MINIMIZATION MEASURES INCORPORATED INTO PROJECT 

The following measures will be implemented prior to and during construction: 

• Nesting Bird Survey. If the project will be constructed during the nesting bird season (February I to August 31 ),
a preconstruction nesting bird survey will be conducted within 7 days of construction. If an active nest(s) is
found, a qualified biologist will establish appropriate setbacks or construction will be delayed until nesting is
complete.

• Biological Awareness Training. Prior to the commencement of construction, a qualified biologist will conduct a
mandatory biological resources awareness training for all construction personnel on special-status species that
may occur on site. The training will include a description of these species and their habitat, the avoidance
measures to be implemented, and the need to stop work if a special-status species is observed in harm's way.

• Preconstruction Survey. A preconstruction survey for special-status species will be conducted by a qualified
biologist immediately prior to initial groundbreaking or vegetation clearing activities. If any special-status species
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