
You don't often get email from amy.irani@nevadacountyca.gov. Learn why this is important

From: Amy Irani <Amy.Irani@nevadacountyca.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 11, 2024 5:10 PM
To: Dave.Kereazis@dtsc.ca.gov
Cc: scott.wiley@dtsc.ca.gov; Trisha Tillotson <Trisha.Tillotson@nevadacountyca.gov>; Kyle Smith <Kyle.Smith@nevadacountyca.gov>; OKeefe, Kerri@Waterboards
<Kerri.OKeefe@waterboards.ca.gov>; Douglas Johnson <Douglas.Johnson@nevadacountyca.gov>; Catrie Levenson <Catrie.Levenson@nevadacountyca.gov>; Marc
Benchimol <Marc.Benchimol@nevadacountyca.gov>; CEQAReview@dtsc.ca.gov; OPR State Clearinghouse <State.Clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov>; Tamara.Purvis@dtsc.ca.gov;
Kyle Smith <Kyle.Smith@nevadacountyca.gov>
Subject: June 11, 2024 DTSC MND Comment letter

Good Evening Mr. Kereazis,
I am writing to you regarding the letter you sent on June 11, 2024, to Kyle Smith, Senior Planner, in our Planning Department. Mr. Smith forwarded the letter to
me for comment.

I take great exception and believe it is warranted and necessary to address your comments for recommendation #2 in which you state:
“The Nevada County Department of Environmental Health (NCDEH) apply to become an approved oversight on the list of Certified Local Agencies. There
have been several instances wherein NCDEH has acted as a certified local agency providing oversight when they are not on the aforementioned list. It is our
understanding that the Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board (LRWQCB) is the coordinating agency for oversight and cleanup for the purposes of
this project as outlined in a Kerri O’Keefe (LRWQCB) email to the Project Applicant, David Mercer on June 6, 2024. The Project Applicant shall adhere to
oversight guidance provided by the LRWQCB.”

At no time for this project (PLN23-0054 MND), or the MND for Lake Wildwood PW Maintenance Facility project (which you also provided comment in writing)
did our department (NCDEH) intend, project, or infer to be the Certified Local Agency.  It has been the consistent practice with my Solid Waste/LEA staff to
defer any complex projects to DTSC for evaluation and recommendation on next steps. 

Regarding PLN23-0054, the most recent request by the property owner, David Mercer and his consultant, Pamela Raynak with NV5 was to meet with our
planning department and environmental health department at the County of Nevada ERAC building. On Monday March 18, 2023, a meeting was held with Mr.
Mercer, Ms. Raynak and present at that meeting were Kyle Smith, Brian Foss-Planning Director, and me.  Mr. Mercer and his consultant requested to proceed
with clean closure of the property and my response to both was that such a request would need clearance and approval by the Lahontan WB and
CalRecycle.   After that meeting, I sent an email on March 19, 2023,  email to Steve Levine, Counsel for CalRecycle and Kerri O’Keefe Lahontan WB. I relayed
the following:

As you can see in the email, at no time was there the indication that the NCDEH was taking the lead as the Certified Local Agency for this project.

Our departmental staff has always been respectful and collaborative with Ms. O’Keefe and our partners at both CVRWQCB and Lahontan WB.  And at no time
would our department presume to step over jurisdiction intentionally.  We have always recognized our staffing expertise limitations and have consistently
over the years deferred complex cases to DTSC or our Waterboard partners.

Therefore, I respectfully request that you resubmit your response letter to Mr. Smith after removing the highlighted comments above as they are stated
without any substantiative backing and are disingenuous in their implied intent.
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Thank you, Mr. Kereazis, for your attention to this email and my request.
 
Respectfully,
Amy Irani  

Amy Irani, REHS
Director of Environmental Health
Environmental Health Department/CDA
Office: (530) 265-1464
Mobile: (530) 446-4789
Amy.Irani@NevadaCountyCA.gov
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