NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION
FOR THE ALEPPO PINE TREE REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT PROJECT

What is this?

This notice is to inform you that the City of Burbank has prepared an Initial Study (IS)/Mitigated
Negative Declaration (MND) pursuant to California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the CEQA
Guidelines (Public Resources Code, Division 13 and California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Chapter
3) evaluating the potential environmental impacts of the Aleppo Pine Tree Removal and Replacement
Project (Project). The Aleppo Pine Tree Removal and Replacement Project IS/MND is applicable
citywide. The IS/MND found that there would be either no impact or a less than significant impact on
all resource categories.

Name of Project: Aleppo Pine Tree Removal and Replacement Project

Project Location: The trees the Project would remove and replace are located throughout the City
of Burbank’s public right-of-way areas in residential neighborhoods and parkway
strips. The full list of the project tree locations is found in the IS/MND.

Lead Agency: City of Burbank
Parks & Recreation Department
150 N. Third Street
Burbank, California 91502

Project Description: The Aleppo Pine Tree Removal and Replacement Project (Project) would
remove and replace approximately 72 Aleppo Pine trees in the City of Burbank that have been found
to be a hazard as a result of two Arborist Reports’ analysis of the trees’ health and risk of catastrophic
failure. The Project would involve the removal and replacement of these trees ranging from removal
within one to five years, prioritized based on the greatest risk to life and property. Notably, 49 Aleppo
Pine trees and one Italian Stone Pine were already removed on an emergency basis in late 2023
and early 2024, and one Aleppo Pine tree failed during windy conditions in March 2024. This MND,
conservatively analyzes the potential environmental impact of removing and replacing the trees that
have already been removed and the remaining trees, for a total of 122 trees.

The removal of each tree would require approximately one workday (i.e., 8 hours per tree). Work
would take place during daytime hours only (from 7 AM to 5 PM) Monday through Friday.

The City of Burbank will replace all Project trees with as large of a tree as the site can accommodate.
Replacement trees shall not be smaller than a 36” box sized trees, however the City will make every
effort to plant 48” box size trees, which is the largest size most parkways can accommodate. When
replanting for the removed Aleppo pines, the City of Burbank will replant at a minimum of one tree
for each tree removed. When space permits (depending on safety, species selected, and
infrastructure in the parkway that could affect the future growth of the new trees) the City of Burbank
will plant more than one tree.

Residents/property owners will have the opportunity to select the replacement tree species for the
tree adjacent to their property from the City of Burbank’s Street Tree Master Plan. The Street Tree
Master Plan includes an index of species “suitable for planting in city streets,” and excludes species
with “overly aggressive growth characteristics, unmanageable health issues, [and] climate
incompatibility.” Consequently, Aleppo Pines are no longer included in the Street Tree Master Plan’s
index (Appendix C). The cost of the tree, regardless of size, and installation will be paid by the City.



Residents/property owners may also request a slow-release watering bag for the newly planted tree
at no cost.

The City would maintain the replacement trees consistent with its existing practices for maintenance
of the existing tree.

The IS/MND is available for a 45-day public comment period ending Monday, July 15, 2024. It is
anticipated that the Project IS/MND will be presented at the City Council meeting for their consideration
on Tuesday, August 27, 2024.

How do | find out more or participate?

« Contact City Staff, Mike del Campo, at (818) 238-5300

« Email the City Staff at: AleppoPineTreesMND@burbankca.gov

« View documents related to this project, including the IS/IMND, online by June 1, 2024 at:
https://www.burbankca.gov

« The City Council is tentatively planning to review the document on Tuesday, August 27, 2024, at
6:00 p.m. held via video/telephone conference, pending completion of public review. Instructions
on how to view the meeting and submit comments during the meeting will be posted online prior to
the meeting date at: https://www.burbankca.gov/departments/city-clerk-s-office/meeting-agendas-
minutes.

Dated: May 31, 2024
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