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CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

To: Office of Planning and Research 
State Clearinghouse 
1400 Tenth Street, Room 212 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

From: Department of Toxic Substances 
Control 
5976 Corporate Avenue 
Cypress, CA 90630 

Project Title:  Feasibility Study and Removal Action Work Plan, Large Vacant Parcel at the 
Former BKK Carson OU-1 Landfill  
Project Location: 19800 South Main Street, City of Carson, CA 
County: Los Angeles 
Project Description: The project involves the approval of a Removal Action Workplan (RAW) for 
a vacant 28.3-acre site that is a part of a former landfill located in the City of Carson. Remediation 
activities would involve excavating, removing, and disposing off-site of contaminated cover soil; 
backfilling; maintaining the existing soil cover; implementing a soil management plan; monitoring 
landfill gas; engineering controls; and administrating land use controls.  
Project Activities: Remediation activities will involve performing limited excavation, removal, 
and disposal of approximately 25 cubic yards (cy) of contaminated soil in the existing soil 
cover. The contaminated soil cover will be removed from three hotspot locations which are 
impacted with heavy metals (i.e., lead, antimony, zinc, cadmium) and polychlorinated 
biphenyls. Excavations will use standard construction equipment adapted to minimize 
disturbance of the cover soil and waste zones (e.g., backhoes, bulldozers, and frontend 
loaders). Excavations will be performed in accordance with the United States Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration standards. The existing soil cover will be maintained to 
prevent direct contact, ingestion, or the inhalation of contaminants. The hotspots will be 
backfilled with an equal amount of clean import soil to maintain a minimum two-foot depth to 
the landfill waste layer. The existing soil cover has been deemed appropriate for the current 
unoccupied status.  
A soil management plan will establish procedures to manage risk associated with soil and 
waste disturbance activities. Inspection and maintenance of the landfill cover is currently 
planned for 30 years. Perimeter and landfill surface monitoring will occur on a semiannual 
basis for 5 years and then on an annual basis for 25 years. An operation, maintenance, and 
monitoring plan for the existing soil cover that specifies landfill cover inspections, as‐needed 
maintenance of the landfill cover, and surface and perimeter landfill gas monitoring will be 
developed and submitted to DTSC for approval.  
Based upon the nature and age of the waste, it is expected that gases would continue to be 
generated in quantities less than active municipal landfills and will continue to decrease over 
time. However, surface and perimeter monitoring on a periodic basis will be conducted to 
ensure compliance. As applicable, the need for landfill gas management systems (i.e., landfill 
gas mitigation, collection, treatment) and its design will be determined in the future by the 
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location and scope of any site redevelopment and projected impacts on the current landfill gas 
migration pathways.  
Land use controls including environmental covenants and/or deed restrictions will be recorded 
on the title of the property to clearly define the land uses and activity restrictions that would be 
necessary to prevent human exposures to contaminants left in place in soil and/or waste 
zones.  
Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Watson Land Company, 22010 Wilmington 
Avenue, Carson, CA 90745 
Exemption Status: Categorical Exemption: [Class 30 Categorical Exemption Cal. Code Regs,. 
Title 14, §15330] 
Exemption Title: Minor actions to prevent, minimize, stabilize, mitigate or eliminate the release 
or threat of release of hazardous waste or hazardous substances. 
Reasons Why Project is Exempt:  
1. The project is a minor action designed to prevent, minimize, stabilize, mitigate or eliminate 

the release or threat of release of hazardous waste or hazardous substances. 
2. The project will not exceed $2 million in cost.  
3. The project does not involve the onsite use of a hazardous waste incinerator or thermal 

treatment unit or the relocation of residences or businesses, and does not involve the 
potential release into the air of volatile organic compounds as defined in Health and Safety 
Code Section 25123. Minimum dust control procedures will follow the “best available control 
measures” guidance contained in Table 1 of SCAQMD Rule 403.  

4. The exceptions pursuant to Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 15300.2 have been addressed as 
follows: 
Cumulative Impact. The project will not result in cumulative impacts because it is designed 
to be a short-term, final remedy that would not lead to a succession of projects of the same 
type in the same place over time.  
Significant Effect.  The environmental safeguards and monitoring procedures that are 
enforceable and made a condition of project approval will prevent unusual circumstances 
from occurring so that there is no possibility that the project will have a significant effect on 
the environment. 
Scenic Highways. The project will not damage scenic resources, including but not limited to, 
trees, historic buildings, rock outcroppings, or similar resources, because it is not located 
within a highway officially designated as a state scenic highway.  
Hazardous Waste Sites. The project is not located on a site which is included on any list 
compiled pursuant to Section 65962.5 of the Government Code.  



State of California – California Environmental Protection Agency   Department of Toxic 
Substances Control 

DTSC 1332 (03/04/08) 

Evidence to support the above reasons is documented in the project file record, available for 
inspection at:  

Department of Toxic Substances Control 
5796 Corporate Ave 
Site Mitigation and Restoration Program 
Cypress, CA 90630 

Additional project information is available on EnviroStor:   
https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/profile_report.asp?global_id=60000597 

Nick Ta 
Senior Environmental Scientist, 

Supervisor (714) 484-5381
Project Manager Name Project Manager Title Phone # 

Date Acting Branch Chief Signature 

Eileen Mananian     Acting Branch Chief (714) 484-5381
  Name Title Phone # 
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