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CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 
INITIAL STUDY 

The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) has completed the following document for this project in 
accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) [Pub. Resources Code, div. 13, § 21000 et seq] and 
accompanying Guidelines [Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 15000 et seq].   

ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED 

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving at least one impact that is 
a “Potentially Significant Impact,” as indicated by the checklist beginning on Chaper 3 of the Initial Study.   Please see the 
checklist beginning on Chapter 3 of the Initial Study for additional information. 

☐ Aesthetics ☐ Agriculture and Forestry ☐ Air Quality 

☒ Biological Resources ☒ Cultural Resources ☐ Energy 

☐ Geology/Soils ☐ Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions 

☐ Hazards and Hazardous 
Materials 

☐ Hydrology/Water 
Quality 

☐ Land Use/Planning ☐ Mineral Resources 

☐ Noise ☐ Population/Housing ☐ Public Services 

☐ Recreation ☐ Transportation ☒ Tribal Cultural Resources 

☐ Utilities/Service 
Systems 

☐ Wildfire ☐ Mandatory Findings of 
Significance 

SUMMARY OF MITIGATION 

DTSC has determined the following mitigation measures would be required beyond those incorporated as part of the 
Proposed Project to ensure that impacts would be less than significant: 

Biological Resources: 

MM BIO-1: Conduct Worker Environmental Awareness Training and Implement General Requirements 

MM BIO-2: Avoid and Minimize Potential Impacts on San Joaquin Kit Fox 

MM BIO-3: Avoid and Minimize Potential Impacts on Burrowing Owl 

MM BIO-4: Conduct Preconstruction Surveys and Avoid and Minimize Potential Impacts on Nesting Birds and Raptors 

Cultural Resources: 

MM CR-1: Cultural Resources Sensitivity Training 

MM CR-2: Unanticipated Discovery of Cultural Resources 

Tribal Cultural Resources: 

Implement MMs CR-1 and CR-2 



State of California – California Environmental Protection Agency                                                  Department of Toxic Substances Control 

DETERMINATION 

On the basis of this initial evaluation: 

☐ I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and
a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

☒ I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment,
there will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been
made by or agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will
be prepared.

☐ I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

☐ I find that the proposed project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or “potentially
significant unless mitigated” impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been
adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has
been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached
sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the
effects that remain to be addressed.

☐ I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, 
because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR 
or NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided 
or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or 
mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required. 

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that the statements furnished above and in the attached documentation, present the data and information 
required for this initial study evaluation to the best of my ability and that the facts, statements and information presented 
are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.   

   Date 

Stuart St. Clair, PE   Project Manager   (559) 297-3905
Preparer’s Name Preparer’s Title   Phone # 
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Acronyms and Abbreviations 

AB Assembly Bill  

AQMP air quality management plan  

bgs below ground surface  

BMPs Best Management Practices  

CAAQS California ambient air quality standards  

CAL FIRE California Department of Forestry and Fire  

Cal/OSHA California OSHA  

CalEPA California Environmental Protection Agency’s  

Caltrans California Department of Transportatino  

CARB California Air Resources Board  

CCR California Code of Regulations  

CEQA California Environmental Quality Act  

CFR Code of Federal Regulations  

CH4 methane  

CMP Corrective Measures Proposal  

CNDDB California Natural Diversity Database  

CNPS’s California Native Plant Society’s  

CO carbon monoxide  

CO2 carbon dioxide  

COCs constituents of concern  

CY cubic yards  

DPM Diesel particulate matter  

DTSC California Department of Toxic Substances Control  

Farmland Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance  

FAX Fresno Area Express  

FCRTA Fresno County Rural Transit Agency  

FEMA Federal Emergency Management Agency  

FICA Facility Initiated Corrective Action  

FTA Federal Transit Administration’s  

General Permit NPDES General Permit for Stormwater Discharges Associated with Construction 
and Land Disturbance Activities  

GHG greenhouse gases  

HASP Health and Safety Plan  

HFC hydrofluorocarbon  

IPaC Information for Planning and Consultation  

IRT International Recycling and Towing  

IS/MND Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration  

MMRP Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan  

MTCO2e metric tons of CO2 equivalent  
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N2O nitrous oxide  

NAAQS national ambient air quality standards  

NAHC Native American Heritage Commission 

NO2 nitrogen dioxide  

NOX nitrogen oxides  

NPDES National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System  

OSHA Occupational Safety and Health Administration  

Pb lead  

PCB polychlorinated biphenyls  

PFC perfluorocarbon  

PM particulate matter  

ppm parts per million  

RCRA Resource Conservation and Recovery Act  

RDIP Remedial Design and Implementation Plan  

ROG reactive organic gases  

SAP Sampling and Analysis Plan  

SF6 sulfur hexafluoride  

SGMA Sustainable Groundwater Management Act  

SJVAB San Joaquin Valley Air Basin  

SJVAPCD San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District  

SMP Soil Management Plan  

SO2 sulfur dioxide  

SR State Route  

State Water Board State Water Resources Control Board  

STLC Soluble Threshold Limit Concentration  

SWPPP stormwater pollution prevention plan  

TAC toxic air contaminants  

TCLP Toxic Characteristic Leaching Procedure  

Technicon Technicon Engineering Services, Inc.  

TPH petroleum hydrocarbons  

USCS United States Cold Storage  

USEPA United States Environmental Protection Agency  

USFWS U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  

VDE visible dust emissions  

VMT Vehicle miles traveled  

VOC volatile organic compounds  

VOCs volatile organic compounds  
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Chapter 1 
Introduction 

1.1 Project Purpose 
The project evaluated in this document consists of implementation of a corrective measures 

proposal (CMP) for the remediation of shallow soil contamination on a property at 3270 South 

Golden State Boulevard in Fresno, California. The purpose of the project remediation activities is to 

conduct a remedial action that is suitably protective of human health and the environment and 

renders the site fit for commercial/industrial reuse. 

1.2 Document Organization 
This initial study is organized in the sections described below. 

• Introduction, includes a brief overview of the proposed project activities and the scope, content,

and organization of this initial study/mitigated negative declaration (IS/MND).

• Project Description, includes a description of the proposed remediation activities.

• Environmental Checklist, includes a discussion and evaluation of each environmental topic likely

to be affected by the project organized in the order presented in Appendix G of the California

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines. Discussions for those resources not likely to be

affected by the project are provided in Section 3.2, Resources Not Likely to Be Affected.

• Mandatory Findings of Significance, presents a summary of findings in response to the

mandatory findings required by CEQA Guidelines Appendix G.

• List of Preparers, identifies the individuals who prepared the IS/MND.

• Appendix A, Regulatory Setting.

• Appendix B, Species Lists.

• Appendix C, Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Emissions Modeling.

• Appendix D, Noise Modeling.
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Chapter 2 
Project Description 

2.1 Introduction 
United States Cold Storage (USCS) is proposing to implement a CMP to address contaminated soil in 

areas testing has shown to be impacted, and which are primarily within an approximately 6.5-acre 

area of a 19-acre parcel located immediately south of the existing USCS Fresno/Fresno West 

refrigerated warehouse and distribution facility in Fresno County, California. The project would be 

undertaken to meet the following remedial action objectives.  

• Reduce potential exposure of human receptors to constituents of concern (COC) in soil through 

applicable exposure pathways, including direct contact, inhalation of dust, and accidental 

ingestion. 

• Reduce the human health-based risks associated with residual soils impacted with site-specific 

COCs to levels that are acceptable for the proposed commercial land use as a solar power array 

without any enclosed or inhabited structures. 

• Manage stormwater during redevelopment activities to reduce the potential for offsite transport 

of contaminants. 

The proposed project involves in situ soil stabilization, excavation, and offsite disposal of soil, with 

some lead-impacted soils being subject to onsite fixation to reduce hazardous characteristics prior 

to removal for offsite disposal. 

2.2 Project Location, Background, and Existing 
Conditions 

The proposed project would take place on a 19-acre parcel at 3270 South Golden State Boulevard, Fresno 

(Assessor’s Parcel Number 330-070-06) in unincorporated Fresno County, California. The project site is 

immediately adjacent to and south of the existing USCS Fresno/Fresno West refrigerated warehouse and 

distribution facility and approximately 0.27 mile south of East North Avenue (Figure 1).  

The project site was historically used for cultivation of agricultural row crops until the 1950s. Most 

of the site continued in agricultural use until the early 2000s. Most recently, the eastern portion of 

the site was used for agriculture-related storage. In 1955, the northwest area of the site shifted from 

agricultural use to scrap metal recycling. The last of such operators, International Recycling and 

Towing (IRT), a metal recycling facility, operated onsite until approximately 2020. During this 

period, records show that at times unpermitted hazardous waste was stored, treated, and/or 

disposed of within the project site (Geosyntec 2024). In 2016 the California Department of Toxic 

Substances Control (DTSC) investigated IRT for noncompliance with hazardous waste regulations 

and in 2021 issued a Facility Initiated Corrective Action (FICA) agreement (Geosyntec 2022). In 

2022, DTSC issued an enforcement order requiring the property owner to further investigate 

portions of the northwestern third of the property and submit a Current Conditions Report and 

Facility Investigation Work Plan (Geosyntec 2022).  




