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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Project Overview

The County is proposing to develop two 4-megawatt (MW) alternating current (AC) solar
photovoltaic (PV) facilities on County-owned property located at 5300 West Avenue I, Lancaster,
CA 93536 (Project site). The solar electricity generated by the proposed solar PV facilities would
be fed to the electrical grid through two separate interconnections provided by Southern California
Edison (SCE). This Initial Study (IS) addresses the potential physical environmental impacts of
the proposed Project pursuant to the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA).

1.2 California Environmental Quality Act

CEQA applies to proposed projects initiated by, funded by, or requiring discretionary approvals
from State or local government agencies. The proposed solar PV facilities constitute a “project”
as defined by CEQA (Public Resources Code [PRC] Section 21065). The County of Los Angeles
Department of Public Works is proposing to permit the facility designed by TotalEnergies and will
therefore act as the “lead agency,” pursuant to CEQA Guidelines 15051.

In accordance with the CEQA Guidelines, the County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works
has prepared this IS to evaluate potential physical environmental impacts of the proposed Project
and to determine whether a Negative Declaration (ND), Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND),
or Environmental Impact Report (EIR) should be prepared for the proposed Project. A MND is
prepared for a project when an IS has identified potentially significant effects on the environment,
but (1) revisions in the project plans or proposals made by, or agreed to by, the Applicant before
the proposed IS is released for public review would avoid the effects or mitigate the effects to a
point where clearly no significant effect on the environment would occur; and (2) there is no
substantial evidence in light of the whole record before the public agency that the project, as
revised, may have a significant effect on the environment.

The IS determined that implementation of the proposed Project could result in potentially
significant impacts on the environment. However, as shown in the environmental analysis
contained in this IS, all of the potentially significant impacts associated with the proposed Project
could be reduced to less than significant levels with implementation of mitigation measures. As a
result, the analysis in the IS concludes that an MND is the appropriate level of CEQA analysis for
the proposed Project.

The IS includes five primary sections:

¶ Section 1, Introduction: Provides an introduction to the proposed Project, information
about the contents of the IS, details about the lead agency, and a general description of
the Project site and the environmental setting.

¶ Section 2, Project Background: Provides a description of the proposed Project including
a description of short-term, temporary construction activities and long-term operational
activities.

¶ Section 3, Initial Study Checklist: Consists of summary level information about the lead
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agency, Project site, and surrounding uses. This section also summarizes the proposed
Project and provides a checklist of resources areas that could be potentially affected.

¶ Section 4, Environmental Checklist: Includes a discussion of existing conditions, an
analysis of the potential environmental impacts, and a description of mitigation measures
to reduce potentially significant impacts to a less than significant level.

¶ Section 5, References: This section provides a complete list of references supporting
and/or incorporated into the environmental analysis. This document also includes
appendices that contain the air quality and greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions calculations
(see Appendix A); the habitat assessment (see Appendix B); the cultural resources
desktop analysis and records search (see Appendix C); the geotechnical investigation
(see Appendix D); and a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) (see Appendix E).

The focus of this analysis is the potential for physically environmental impacts to occur in
association with construction of the proposed solar PV facility. Once constructed, the operation
of the facility would generally be passive with limited maintenance visits and associated activities
(see Section 2.4, Operations and Maintenance).

1.3 Project Location

The Project site includes an approximately 52-acre County-owned property located at 5300 West
Avenue I, Lancaster, CA 93536-8312 (see Figure 1). The Project site is undeveloped and is
generally located south of West Avenue I between 50th Street West and 60th Street West, on
Accessor Identification Number (AIN) 3203-014-901 (see Figure 2). The Los Angeles County
Challenger Memorial Youth Camp (CMYC) is located immediately to the north and the California
State Prison, Los Angeles County (LAC) is located immediately to the south. The Project site is
also located is close proximity to the Mira Loma Detention Center to the northwest. An existing
solar PV facility that was constructed in 2011 is located between the Project site and the Mira
Loma Detention Center.

1.4 Environmental Setting

1.4.1 Project Site

The Project site is undeveloped and generally
dominated by non-native Mediterranean grass
(Schismus arabicus) and other non-native herbaceous
species, which appear to be mown regularly for fire
control (see Section 4.4, Biological Resources). Some
scattered, low-growing shrubs occur within the Project
site as well as non-native deciduous trees are present
along the northern boundary of the Project site. Dirt
roads traverse the site, which may be used to patrol
the perimeter of the adjacent correctional facilities.
Aside from these occasional patrols, the Project site is not used by for operations on the adjacent
properties. The topography within the Project site is relatively flat (see Section 4.7, Geology and
Soils). One man-made drainage (Drainage C) boarders the Project site to the north. As with the
other drainages in the area, this drainage appears to be regularly maintained to create a V-ditch
shape and to clear out vegetation and debris (see Section 4.10, Hydrology and Water Quality).

Photograph 1. The Project site is
undeveloped and generally dominated by
non-native Mediterranean grass. Additionally,
dirt maintenance roads traverse the site.
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The Project site and adjacent properties are located on the former War Eagle Field, a training
airfield for British, Canadian, and U.S. army cadets that operated between 1941 and 1945 (see
Section 4.5 Cultural Resources and Tribal Cultural Resources).

1.4.2 Adjacent Properties

As previously described, the Project site is located immediately adjacent to the south of the
CMYC, immediately adjacent to the north of LAC, and to the southeast of the Mira Loma Detention
Center.

CMYC consists of an approximately 56-acre campus, with one- to two-story buildings arranged in
an oval around open space in the middle. The CMYC was once the largest of several camps
operated by the County Probation Department, with the goal of providing treatment, care, custody,
and training for the rehabilitation of delinquent minors as wards of the Juvenile Court for an
average period of 20 weeks. However, in May 2022, Los Angeles County established a multi-
million dollar capital project funds to repurpose the CMYC as a voluntary job training campus with
housing for young people who were former foster youth, involved with the juvenile justice system,
or homeless (OurWeekly Los Angeles 2022). The Los Angeles County Animal Care and Control
Facility is located immediately adjacent to the north of CMYC.

LAC is approximately 262 acres in size and provides short- and long-term housing and services
for men convicted of felonies and classified as minimum, high-medium, and maximum custody
inmates. Currently LAC has an inmate population of over 3,000 people (California Department of
Corrections and Rehabilitation 2022).

The Mira Loma Detention Center is owned by the County and run by the Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Department. The U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) previously housed
detainees at the Mira Loma Detention Center under an Intergovernmental Service Agreement
between ICE and the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department (ICE 2012). The Mira Loma
Detention Facility was operated in this capacity until 2012, but has not housed inmates since that
time, and is currently vacant (County of Los Angeles Sheriff Civilian Oversight Commission 2018).
The facility is now envisioned for future as a campus-style female detention facility (County of Los
Angeles Sheriff Civilian Oversight Commission 2018). High Desert Recovery Services, a public
rehabilitation center, is located to the south between the vacant Mira Loma Detention Center and
LAC.

Two solar PV facilities were constructed to serve the needs of these facilities. A 1.130-MW direct
current (DC) system, constructed in 2011, is located to the northwest of the Project site between
CMYC and the Mira Loma Detention Center. The physical environmental impact associated with
this facility were evaluated in the Initial Study / Mitigated Negative Declaration for the County of
Los Angeles Solar Energy Project (2011). Additionally, another 1.130-MW DC system was
constructed in 2012 along the western boundary of LAC. The physical environmental impact
associated with this facility were evaluated in the Initial Study / Mitigated Negative Declaration for
the California State Prison, Los Angeles County (LAC) Solar Power Generation Facility Project
(2012).

Other development within the surrounding vicinity includes the County-owned General William J.
Fox Airfield, located approximately 2.5 miles to the north. Single-family residential and other urban
development associated with the City of Lancaster is located to the south of West Avenue J and
to the west along State Route (SR-) 14. Additional information related to regional land use and
zoning is provided in Section 4.11, Land Use and Planning.
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