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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Urban Crossroads, Inc. has prepared this noise study to determine the noise exposure and the
necessary noise mitigation measures for the propo3edvertine Specific Platievelopment

Oat NB2SO0¢ 0D generlg locatetiBs@ith 6fihe Bypatti&l weslerly extension of
Avenue 60 and west of the hypothetical southerly extension of Madison Street iGithef La

Quinta The proposednixeduse Project consists of approximatély8 single family detached
residential homes, 442 duplex residexn units, a 10@oom resort hotel,and other resort/golf
facilities located in Planning Area 11 (PA 11). PA 11 consists of 46.2 acres and includes the
following land uses:

1 Golf Practice (4oles) & Driving Range: 23.9 Acres (up to 1,000 sf of clubleoeag
1 Golf Academy: 4.7 Acres (up to 5,500 sf of indoor floor area)

1 Banquet Facility & Restaurant: 4.6 Acres (up to 10,000 sf of indoor floor area)
9 Slopes: 13.0 Acres (passive outdoor use)

This study has been prepared to satisfy applicaBigy of La Quirt noise standards and
significance criteria based on guidance provided by Appendix G of the California Environmental
Quiality Act (CEQA) Guidelin€k)

OPERATIONANOISHEVELS

TheTravertine Specific Plasinot expected to include any operational noise source levels beyond
those typically associated with the planned residential, resort hotel and golf course land use in
the Project study area. This includes people moving around the site, parking lotevehic
movements, air conditioning units, play areas, etc. and is generally considered as a noise
sensitive receiving land use. Therefore, no potential operational noise impacts for the planned
residential, resort hotel and golf course land use are analyz¢ke noise study. It is expected
that the primary noise activity will be due to the Projeetated offsite vehicle traffic on nearby
roadways.

SUMMARY OICEQASGNIFICANJENDINGS

The results of thi3ravertine Specific Plaoise Impact Analysisasummarized below based on

the significance criteria in Section 4 of this report consistent with Appendix G of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guideliigs.Table EQ shows the findings of significance

for each potential noise and/or vibration impact under CEQA before and after any required
mitigation measures described below.

1218513_Noise Study (® URBAN
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TABLE ES& SUMMARY OF CEQA SIGNIFICANCE FINDINGS

: Report Significance Findings
Analysis . " "
Section Unmitigated Mitigated

Off-Site Traffic 7 Less Than Sigitant -

OnsSite Traffic 8 Less Than Significant -
Construction Noise 10 Less Than Significant -
Construction Vibration Less Than Significant -

1218913_Noise Study O URBAN
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1 INTRODUCTION

This noise analysis has been completed to determine the noise impacts associated with the
development of the proposedravertine Specific Plad & t N2 2T6i©ioisa) study briefly
describes the proposed Project, provides information regarding noisgéaimentals, describes

the local regulatory setting, provides the study methods and procedures for traffic noise analysis,
and evaluates the future exterior noise environment. In addition, this study includes an analysis
of the potential Projectelated shat-term construction noise impacts.

1.1 STELOCATION

The proposedTravertine Specific PlaRroject isgenerally located south of the hypothetical

westerly extension of Avenue 60 and west of the hypothetical southerly extension of Madison
Streetin the City of La Quintaas shown on Exhibit-A. Bureau of Land Management land is

located adjacent to the RR 2SO0 Qa a2dziKSNYy o02dzyRFNEX al NIA)y
southwest, and existing residential homes are located north and east of the Project site.

1.2 PROJECDESCRIPTION

The proposed mixedse Project consists of approximately 758 sirigieily detached residential
homes, 442 duplex residential units, a #@@m resort hotel, and other resort/golf facilities
located in Planning Area 11 (PA 11). PA 11 consists of 46.2 acres and includes the following land
uses:

1 Golf Practice (4oles) & Drving Range: 23.9 Acres (up to 1,000 sf of clubhouse area)
1 Golf Academy: 4.7 Acres (up to 5,500 sf of indoor floor area)

1 Banguet Facility & Restaurant: 4.6 Acres (up to 10,000 sf of indoor floor area)

9 Slopes: 13.0 Acres (passive outdoor use)

The Travertind®roject is proposed to be served by two access points: 1) the southerly extension

of South Jefferson as a Modified Secondary, south of Avenue 58, and 2) the westerly extension

of Avenue 62 as a Modified Secondary, west of Monroe Street. An emergencievatiess

609+x! 0 Aa LINRPOARSR @Al alRA&2Yy {iNBSIZ FTNRBY (K!:
18 to Avenue 60.Since emergency vehicle activities are exempt from the provisions of the City

of La Quinta Noise Control Ordinance (9.100.21(4E¢%) due to the infrequent nature of this

activity, the potential emergency vehicle noise level impacts are considesedhan significant

1218513_Noise Study (® URBAN
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ExHIBIT1-A: LOCATIONMAP
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ExHIBIT1-B: PRELIMINARKYANDUSEPLAN

PHASE 1-A Ci ion/Sales PHASE 2 C jon/Sales
T: Ta
PA Land Use Acres_ Density Range ,,"“‘IE i S ik PA Land Use Acres  Density Range o8t Tarmet
10 Low Density Residential 256 1.545dwac 29 75 4 Low Density Residential 96  1545dusc 28 27
1 Resort/ Golf 462 6 Medium Density Residential 201 45-85duac 8.1 163
12 Low Density Residential 522 1.54.5duac 20 107 16 Low Density Residential 504 1545 dwac 23 116
13 Low Density Residential 267 1.545dwac 18 48 Phase 2 Totals 801 T 306
14 Low Density Residential 390 154.Sdwac 17 65 — — —
1A LowDensity Residential 209 154.5dwac 21 44 "
N e PHASE 3 Constuction/Sales
Phase 1-A Totals 534.9 0.6 339 PA Land Use Aéres Dessity Raige L 2/E% ";;:ll: s
PHASE 1-B Constuction/Sales T Resort / Spa 383 100
Target  Target 2 Medium Density Residential 259 4.5-8S5dwac 79 208
A Lisad Slee Acres  Denslty Rang® pengiey  Units  Villas 3 Low Density Residential 294 1.545duac 29 85
5 Low Density Residential 162 154.5dwac 19 31 17 Open Space Recreation ___18.1
7 Low Density Residential 18.7 1.5-4.5 du/sc 33 6l Phase 3 Totals 1.7 2.6 290 100
8 Low Density Residential 169  1.54.5dwsc 43 73 T —— 5 E——
9 Medium Density Residential 148 45-8Sdwac 5.0 74
1B LowDensity Residential 124 1.54Sdwsc 2.1 2
18 Space Recreation 14.7
Phase 1-B Totals 93.7 2.8 265

Coral %
Mountain \ Dike 4
] 4 L 4 AVENUE6O

1S J04NOW

AVENUE 62

Martinez
Rock Slide
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2  FUNDAMENTALS

Noise is simply defined as "unwanted sound." Sound becomes unwanted when it interferes with
normal activities, when it causes actual physical harm or when it has adverse effects on health.
Noise is measured on a logarithmic scale of souressuure level known as a decibel (dB). A
weighted decibels (dBA) approximate the subjective response of the human ear to broad
frequency noise source by discriminating against very low and very high frequencies of the
audible spectrum. They are adjusteareflect only those frequencies which are audible to the
human ear. Exhibit-A presents a summary of the typical noise levels and their subjective
loudness and effects that are described in more detail below.

ExHIBIT2-A: TYPICANOISHEVELS

COMMON OUTDOOR COMMON INDOOR A - WEIGHTED SUBJECTIVE EFFECTS OF
ACTIVITIES ACTIVITIES SOUND LEVEL dBA LOUDNESS NOISE

THRESHOLD OF PAIN 140
NEAR JET ENGINE 130
120
JET FLY-OVER AT 300m (1000 ft) ROCK BAND 110
LOUD AUTO HORN 100
GAS LAWN MOWER AT 1m (3 ft) 920

VERY NOISY

DIESEL TRUCK AT 15m (50 ft),
at 80 km/hr (50 mph) FOOD BLENDER AT 1m (3 ft) 80
NOISY URBAN AREA, DAYTIME VACUUM CLEANER AT 3m (10 ft) 70 SPEECH
LOUD INTERFERENCE
HEAVY TRAFFIC AT 90m (300 ft) NORMAL SPEECH AT 1m (3 ft) 60
QUIET URBAN DAYTIME LARGE BUSINESS OFFICE 50
MODERATE SLEEP
THEATER, LARGE CONFERENCE
QUIET URBAN NIGHTTIME ROOM (BACKGROOUND) 40 DISTURBANCE
QUIET SUBURBAN NIGHTTIME LIBRARY 30
BEDROOM AT NIGHT, CONCERT FAINT
QUIET RURAL NIGHTTIME HALL (BACKGROUND) 20
NO EFFECT
BROADCAST/RECORDING 0
STUDIO
VERY FAINT
LOWEST THRESHOLD OF HUMAN | LOWEST THRESHOLD OF HUMAN 0
HEARING HEARING

Source:Environmental Protection Agency Office of Noise Abatement and Control, Information on Levels of Environmental Noise
Requisite to Protect Public Health and Welfare with an Adequate Margin of Safety (EPA/ONARHERPMarch 1974.

2.1 RANGE ORNOISE

Sirce the range of intensities that the human ear can detect is so large, the scale frequently used
to measure intensity is a scale based on multiples of 10, the logarithmic scale. The scale for
measuring intensity is the decibel scale. Each interval detibels indicates a sound energy ten
times greater than before, which is perceived by the human ear as being roughly twice as loud.
(2) The most common sounds vary between 40 dBA (very quiet) to 100 dBA (very lounjal No
conversation at three feet is roughly at 60 dBA, while loud jet engine noises equate to 110 dBA

1218913_Noise Study O URBA
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at approximately 100 feet, which can cause serious discon{f@ytAnother important aspect of
noise is the duration ahe sound and the way it is described and distributed in time.

2.2 NOISEDESCRIPTORS

Environmental noise descriptors are generally based on averages, rather than instantaneous,
noise levels. The most commonly used figure ietpavalent leve(leg). Equivalent sound levels

are not measured directly but are calculated from sound pressure levels typically measured in A
weighted decibels (dBA)The equivalent sound leveleg)represents a steady state sound level
containing the same totadenergy as a time varying signal over a given sample period (typically
2yS K2dzZND FyR Aa O2YyYz2yfeée dzaSR (2 RSaONROS (K

Peak hour or average noise levels, while useful, do not completely describe a given noise
environment. Noise levels lower than peak hour may be disturbing if they occur during times
when quiet is most desirable, namely evening and nighttime (sleeping) hours. To account for
this, the Community Noise Equivalent Level (CNEL), representing a ¢tn®desour noise level

is utilized. The CNEL is the weighted average of the intensity of a sound, with corrections for time
of day, and averaged over 24 hours. Thee-of-day corrections require the addition of 5
decibels to dBAcksound levels in thevening from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m., and the addition of

10 decibels to dBAcksound levels at night between 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. These additions
are made to account for the noise sensitive time periods during the evening and night hours
when soundappears louder. CNEL does not represent the actual sound level heard at any time,
but rather represents the total sound exposure. Tigy of La Quinteelies on the 24hour CNEL

level to assess land use compatibility with transportation related neisgces.

2.3 SOUNDPROPAGATION

When sound propagates over a distance, it changes in level and frequency content. The way noise
reduces with distance depends on the following factors.

2.3.1 GEOMETRI&READING

Sound from a localized source (i.e., a statigr@oint source) propagates uniformly outward in a
spherical pattern. The sound level attenuates (or decreases) at a rate of 6 dB for each doubling
of distance from a point source. Highways consist of several localized noise sources on a defined
path andhence can be treated as a line source, which approximates the effect of several point
sources. Noise from a line source propagates outward in a cylindrical pattern, often referred to
as cylindrical spreading. Sound levels attenuate at a rate of 3 dB ¢brdzubling of distance

from a line source(2)

2.3.2 GROUNDABSORPTION

The propagation path of noise from a highway to a receiver is usually very close to the ground.
Noise attenuation from ground absorption and refleetiwave canceling adds to the attenuation

associated with geometric spreading. Traditionally, the excess attenuation has also been
expressed in terms of attenuation per doubling of distance. This approximation is usually

1218513_Noise Study (® URBAN
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sufficiently accurate for distanseof less than 200 ft. For acoustically hard sites (i.e., sites with a
reflective surface between the source and the receiver, such as a parking lot or body of water),
no excess ground attenuation is assumed. For acoustically absorptive or soft sitethd@se

sites with an absorptive ground surface between the source and the receiver such as soft dirt,
grass, or scattered bushes and trees), an excess ground attenuation value of 1.5 dB per doubling
of distance is normally assumed. When added to théndyical spreading, the excess ground
attenuation results in an overall dregff rate of 4.5 dB per doubling of distance from a line
source.(4)

2.3.3 ATMOSPHERIG-FECTS

Receivers located downwind from a source carekposed to increased noise levels relative to
calm conditions, whereas locations upwind can have lowered noise levels. Sound levels can be
increased at large distances (e.g., more than 500 feet) due to atmospheric temperature inversion
(i.e., increasing t@perature with elevation). Other factors such as air temperature, humidity,
and turbulence can also have significant effe(23.

2.3.4 SHIELDING

A large object or barrier in the path between a noise source and a receare substantially

attenuate noise levels at the receiver. The amount of attenuation provided by shielding depends

on the size of the object and the frequency content of the noise source. Shielding by trees and

other such vegetation typically only has é@n2 dziT 2 F &AA3IKGX 2dzi 2F YAYF
perception of noise impact tends to decrease when vegetation blocks the@tisght to nearby

residents. However, for vegetation to provide a substantial, or even noticeable, noise reduction,

the vegetaton area must be at least 15 feet in height, 100 feet wide and dense enough to
completely obstruct the lin®f sight between the source and the receiver. This size of vegetation

may provide up to 5 dBA of noise reduction. The FHWA does not considefatiiteng of

vegetation to be a noise abatement measui)

2.4 NOISECONTROL

Noise control is the process of obtaining an acceptable noise environment for an observation
point or receiver by controlling the noise sourd¢eansmission path, receiver, or all three. This
concept is known as the sourpath-receiver concept. In general, noise control measures can
be applied to these three elements.

2.5 NOISEBARRIERATTENUATION

Effective noise barriers can reduce noiseelsvby up to 10 to 15 dBA, cutting the loudness of
traffic noise in half. A noise barrier is most effective when placed close to the noise source or
receiver. Noise barriers, however, do have limitations. For a noise barrier to work, it must be
high enaugh and long enough to block the path of the noise souite.
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2.6 LANDUSECOMPATIBILITWITHNOISE

Some land uses are more tolerant of noise than others. For example, schools, hospitals,
churches, and residences arere sensitive to noise intrusion than are commercial or industrial
developments and related activities. As ambient noise levels affect the perceived amenity or
livability of a development, so too can the mismanagement of noise impacts impair the economic
KSIfGK FYR IANRGUOGK LRGSYdGAlrt 2F | O2YYdzyAaie oe
shop and work. For this reason, land use compatibility with the noise environment is an
important consideration in the planning and design process. TW#A-Encourages State and

Local government to regulate land development in such a way that +saissitive land uses are

either prohibited from being located adjacent to a highway, or that the developments are
planned, designed, and constructed in such a thay noise impacts are minimize(b)

2.7 COMMUNITYRESPONSE TDISE

Community responses to noise may range from registering a complaint by telephone or letter, to
AYAGAFGAY3 O2dzNIi F Ol A2y s ilRy§ddSisé Rrid persondtlaifitylesS @ S NB
about noise. Several factors are related to the level of community annoyance including:

9 Fear associated with noise producing activities;

9 Socieeconomic status and educational level;

9 Perception that those affectedre being unfairly treated;

1 Attitudes regarding the usefulness of the nojg®ducing activity;
9 Belief that the noise source can be controlled.

Approximately ten percent of the population has a very low tolerance for noise and will object to
any noise not of their making. Consequently, even in the quietest environment, some complaints
will occur. Twentfive percent of the population will not coplain even in very severe noise
environments. Thus, a variety of reactions can be expected from people exposed to any given
noise environment(6) Surveys have shown that about ten percent of the people exposed to
traffic noise of 60 dBA will report being highly annoyed with the noise, and each increase of one
dBA is associated with approximately two percent more people being highly annoyed. When
traffic noise exceeds 60 dBA or aircraft noise exceeds 55 dBA, people matobsggimplain. (6)
Despite this variability in behavior on an individual level, the population can be expected to
exhibit the following responses to changes in noise levels as shown on ExBibiaZhange of

3 dBAisconsicered barely perceptibleand changes of 5 dBA are considereadily perceptible

(4)
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ExHIBIT2-B: NOISHEVEUNCREASBERCEPTION

Twice as Loud
Readily Perceptible
Barely Perceptible
Just Perceptible

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Noise Level Increase (dBA)

2.8 BEXPOSURE TdIGHNOISHEVELS

The Occupational Safety and Healttiministration (OSHA) sets legal limits on noise exposure in

the workplace. The permissible exposure limit (PEL) for a worker over arheightlay is 90

dBA. The OSHA standard uses a 5 dBA exchange rate. This means that when the noise level is
increagd by 5 dBA, the amount of time a person can be exposed to a certain noise level to receive
the same dose is cut in half. The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH)
has recommended that all worker exposures to noise should be ciedrdoelow a level
equivalent to 85 dBA for eight hours to minimize occupational noise induced hearing loss. NIOSH
also recommends a 3 dBA exchange rate so that every increase by 3 dBA doubles the amount of
the noise and halves the recommended amount xjp@sure time(7)

OSHA has implemented requirements to protect all workers in general industry (e.g. the
manufacturing and the service sectors) for employers to implement a Hearing Conservation
Program where workers are exposewld time weighted average noise level of 85 dBA or higher
over an eighthour work shift. Hearing Conservation Programs require employers to measure
noise levels, provide free annual hearing exams and free hearing protection, provide training,
and conductvaluations of the adequacy of the hearing protectors in use unless changes to tools,
equipment and schedules are made so that they are less noisy and worker exposure to noise is
less than the 85 dBA. This noise study does not evaluate the noise expbsioekers within a
project or construction site based on CEQA requirements, and instead, evaluates-Rrlajtt
operational and construction noise levels at the nearby sensitive receiver locations in the Project
study area.

2.9 VIBRATION

Per the Fedmal Transit Administration (FTAyansit Noise Impact and Vibration Assessment
Manual (8), vibration is the periodic oscillation of a medium or object. The rumbling sound
caused by the vibration of room surfaces is ahlructureborne noise. Sources of ground
borne vibrations include natural phenomena (e.g., earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, sea waves,
landslides) or humamade causes (e.g., explosions, machinery, traffic, trains, construction
equipment). Vibration sarces may be continuous, such as factory machinery, or transient, such
as explosions. As is the case with airborne sound, grtwande vibrations may be described by
amplitude and frequency.
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There are several different methods that are used to quantifyation. The peak particle
velocity (PPV) is defined as the maximum instantaneous peak of the vibration signal. The PPV is
most frequently used to describe vibration impacts to buildings but is not always suitable for
evaluating human response (annoyandé®cause it takes some time for the human body to
respond to vibration signals. Instead, the human body responds to average vibration amplitude
often described as the root mean square (RMS). The RMS amplitude is defined as the average of
the squared amjitiude of the signal and is most frequently used to describe the effect of vibration

on the human body. Decibel notation (VdB) is commonly used to measure RMS. Decibel notation
(VdB) serves to reduce the range of numbers used to describe human respowibeaton.
Typically, groundorne vibration generated by mamade activities attenuates rapidly with
distance from the source of the vibration. Sensitive receivers for vibration include structures
(especially older masonry structures), people (espBciasidents, the elderly, and sick), and
vibration-sensitive equipment and/or activities

The background vibratieaelocity level in residential areas is generally 50 VdB. Grbonue
vibration is normally perceptible to humans at approximately 65 Vd®r most people, a
vibration-velocity level of 75 VdB is the approximate dividing line between barely perceptible and
distinctly perceptible levels. Typical outdoor sources of perceptible grtnande vibration are
construction equipment, steelheeled tains, and traffic on rough roads. If a roadway is smooth,
the groundborne vibration is rarely perceptible. The range of interest is from approximately 50
VdB, which is the typical background vibratialocity level, to 100 VdB, which is the general
threshold where minor damage can occur in fragile buildings. ExhiiillRstrates common
vibration sources and the human and structural response to greaorde vibration.
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ExHIBIT2-C: TYPICALEVELS OBROUNBBORNEVIBRATION

Human/Structural Response

Velocity

Level*

Typical Sources
(50 ft from source)

Threshold, minor cosmetic damage
fragile buildings

Difficulty with tasks such as
reading a VDT screen

Residential annoyance, infrequent
events (e.g. commuter rail)

Residential annoyance, frequent
events (e.g. rapid transit)

Limit for vibration sensitive
equipment. Approx. threshold for
human perception of vibration

fiog

70

50

Blasting from construction projects

Bulldozers and other heavy tracked
construction equipment

Commuter rail, upper range

Rapid transit, upper range

Commuter rail, typical

Bus or truck over bump
Rapid transit, typical

Bus or truck, typical

Typical background vibration

* RMS Vibration Velocity Level in VdB relative to 10-6 inches/second

Source: Federal Trangitiministration (FTA) Transit Noise Impact and Vibration Assessment
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3 REGULATORY SETTING

To limit population exposure to physically and/or psychologically damaging as well as intrusive
noise levels, the federgjovernment, the State of California, various county governments, and
most municipalities in the state have established standards and ordinances to control noise. In
most areas, automobile and truck traffic is the major source of environmental noiseficTraf
activity generally produces an average sound level that remains constant with time. Air and rail
traffic, and commercial and industrial activities are also major sources of noise in some areas.
Federal, state, and local agencies regulate differepeats of environmental noise. Federal and
state agencies generally set noise standards for mobile sources such as aircraft and motor
vehicles, while regulation of stationary sources is left to local agencies.

3.1 STATE OFRALIFORNINOISHREQUIREMENTS

TheState of California regulates freeway noise, sets standards for sound transmission, provides
occupational noise control criteria, identifies noise standards, and provides guidance for local

land use compatibility. State law requires that each county atydaclopt a General Plan that
AyOfdzRSa | b2iAasS 9fSYSyli 4gKAOK Aa G2 06S LINBLI D
of Planning and Research (ORR).The purpose of the Noise Element iditoit the exposue of

the community to excessive noise levela addition, the California Environmental Quality Act

(CEQA) requires that all known environmental effects of a project be analyzed, including
environmental noise impacts.

3.2 STATE OFALIFORNIBUILDINGSTANDARDS

¢CKS {GFraS 2F JFEAT2NYALFIQa y2AaS AyadZ I GA2y 2
Regulations, Title 24, Building Standards Administrative Code, Part 2, and the California Building
Code. These noise standards are applied to new consgtruat California for the purpose of
controlling interior noise levels resulting from exterior noise sources. The regulations specify that
acoustical studies must be prepared when nessmsitive structures, such as residential
buildings, schools, or hogpls, are developed near major transportation noise sources, and
where such noise sources create an exterior noise level of 60 dBA CNEL or higher. Acoustical
studies that accompany building plans for nesansitive land uses must demonstrate that the
structure has been designed to limit interior noise in habitable rooms to acceptable noise levels.
For new residential buildings, schools, and hospitals, the acceptable interior noise limit for new
construction is 45 dBA CNEL.

3.3 A1y oA QUINTAGENERAPLANENVIRONMENTAHAZARDE EMENT

TheCity of La Quinthas adopted an Environmental Hazards Element (Chapter 4), Noise section,
of the General Plan whialentifies areas where noise levels are expected to reach unacceptable
levels, and provies policies and programs which will assure that noise levels do not negatively
impact the community(10) The Noise Element specifies the maximum exterior and interior noise
levels for new developments impacted by traosfation noise sources such as arterial roads,
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freeways, airports and railroads. To protect City residents from excessive noise, the
Environmental Hazards Element contains the following goal related to the Project:

N-1 A healthful noise environment whiéh2 YLJX SYSy da GKS /AGeQa NB
character.

The noise policies specified in tlaty of La Quint&nvironmental Hazards Element provide the
guidelines necessary to satisfy this goal. To minimize noise impacts teseoisiive land uses,

the City has established PolicyIN to identify noise standards consistent with thand Use
Compatibility fortCommunity Noise EnvironmentBablelV-3, for various land uses. The Noise
Element also provides several policies to minimize noise impacts from transportation, such as
Policy N1.2, which requires a noise study and any necessary mitigation measuregwor n
developments along roadways where the noise levelshaoee than65 dBA CNEL.

The noise criteria identified in th€ity of La Quint&nvironmental Hazards Element, Noise
section, are guidelines to evaluate the land use compatibility of transporta&lated noise.The
compatibility criteriag shown on Exhibit-3\, provides thecity with a planning tool to gauge the
compatibility of land uses relative to existing and future exterior noise levels.

TheLand Use Compatibility for Community Noise Enwments(Table 1V3) matrix in theCity of

La QuintaGeneral Plan provides guidelines to evaluate the acceptability of the transportation
related noise level impacts. Noisensitive land usessuch assinglefamily residential are
considerednormally acceptablewith exterior noise levels belo®0 dBA CNEL armbnditionally
acceptablewith noise levels below0 dBA CNEL. Hot&nd uses are consideredormally
acceptablewith exterior noise levels below 65 dBA CNEL eodditionally acceptablavith
exteriornoise levels below 70 dBA CNEL. deaditionally acceptabliand usenew construction

or development should be undertaken only after a detailed analysis of the noise reduction
requirements is made and needed noise insulation features are includeddediga.(10)

Based on th€ity of La Quintiand use compatibility guidelinesd Policy NL.2, this noise study
has been prepared to satisign exterior noise level of 65 dBA CNIBL residential uses, a
conditionallyacceptableexterior noise level of 70 dBA CNEL for hotel used,an interior noise
level of less than 45 dBA CNELMoth residential and hotel usesThis approach is consistent
with Policy N1.2 andTable I¥3 of the General Plaknvironmental Hazards Element, Noise
section.
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ExHIBIT3-A: LANDUSECOMPATIBILITY FEGBDMMUNITYNOISEENVIRONMENTS
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