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SCH #:
Project Title:

Pismo Congestion Relief Pilot Project

Lead Agency: Ca Department of Transportation
Contact Name:
Email:

Paula Huddleston

Paula.Huddleston@dot.ca.gov

Phone Number:

805-549-3063

Project Location: US 101 through Pismo Beach, San Luis Obispo County
City

County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
Caltrans and the San Luis Obispo Council of Governments are proposing a 7-year pilot operational improvement project
to address traffic delays that occur during periods of high traffic volumes on the southbound lanes of US 101 through
Shell Beach and Pismo Beach. The proposed project would widen the inside shoulder of the highway from the vicinity of
San Luis Obispo Creek to the railroad overhead in Pismo Beach to serve as a travel lane strictly during periods of heavy
traffic volumes. The California Vehicle Code prohibits general purpose travel on the shoulder of state highways.
Therefore, the project is being proposed as a pilot project during its initial 7 years of operation, after which Caltrans
would pursue legislative approval to make the part-time travel lane a permanent feature. If approval is not granted, the
part-time travel lane would likely be reverted to a 14-foot-wide full-time shoulder. The project also proposes a new
park-and-ride lot in Pismo Beach. Soundwalls are also being evaluated as a noise abatement feature.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
The project is expected to have significant, unavoidable effects on visual quality, noise levels, cultural resources, and
greenhouse gas emissions. The project would result in a heavily urbanized appearance to the highway corridor through
the addition of retaining walls, median barrier, wider pavement, and signs as well as vegetation removal that would be
out of character for the beach community. Highway noise and CO2 emissions would increase as a result of higher
speeds and increased traffic volumes. The deep excavation necessary for some project components could encounter
buried pre-historic tribal deposits. Many of the project impacts would contribute to the cumulative impacts from past and
future projects in the vicinity, as well as result in deleterious effects on the human population in general. Mitigation
measures are included in the project to reduct some of the impacts. The new, additional hardscape from urban elements
(such as retaining walls, median barrier, and soundwalls if constructed) would be given aesthetic treatments such as
color, texture, and/or aging. Trees, shrubs, and vines would be planted where possible. Soundwalls are being
evaluated to reduce noise impacts on nearby receptors, but would result in secondary impacts to visual quality (including
obstructing ocean views) and cultural resources. Caltrans is working closely with members of the Northern Chumash
tribe to develop mitigation for impacts to tribal resources, including data recovery and public education.
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continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Afternoon traffic congestion on the southbound lanes has been the major complaint by the public, as well as the
truck-climbing lane that has not functioned as intended and contributes to slowed traffic. Residents adjacent to the
highway have expressed concern about the highway noise levels, and about pollution from the highway raining down on
their property.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
National Marine Fisheries Service
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
California Transportation Commission
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board
City of Pismo Beach
County of San Luis Obispo
California Coastal Commission

